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who offers any hindrance to the carrying out of any such

order shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five

dollars or more than three hundred dollars for each offence.

Approved Jidy 24, 1919.

Act declared
an emergency
law by the
lieutenant
governor,
acting governor.

The Commonwealth op Massachusetts,
Executive Department, Boston, July 30, 1919.

I, Charming H. Cox, Lieutenant Governor, Acting Governor, by
virtue of and in accordance with the provisions of the Forty-eighth

Amendment to the Constitution, "The Referendum. II. Emer-
gency Measures", do declare that in my opinion the immediate
preservation of the pubUc peace, health, safety and convenience

requires that the law passed on the twenty-fourth daj^ of July, in

the year nineteen hundred and nineteen, entitled "An Act Relative

to the Suppression of the European Corn-Borer and other Insect

Pests and Plant Diseases", should take effect forthwith, that it is

an emergency law, and that the facts constituting the emergency
are as follows :

—
Because its delayed operation will endanger the agricultural

products of the Commonwealth and will defeat the purpose for

which it was passed.

CHANNING H. COX,
Lieutenant Governor,

Acting Governor.

Certificate by
secretary of

the common-
wealth relative

to filing of
acting
governor's
declaration,
etc.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Office of the Secretart, Boston, July 30, 1919.

I hereby certifj' that the above statement was filed in this office

by His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, Acting Governor of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts at ten-thirty o'clock a.m. on
the above date and in accordance with article Fortj'-eight of the

Amendments to the Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith.

ALBERT P. LANGTRY,
Secretary of the Commomoealth.

Chap.S59 An Act to provide for an investigation by a special

COAIMISSION OF PROBLEMS RELATING TO THE STREET RAIL-

WAYS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would defeat

its purpose, accordingly it is hereby declared to be an emer-

gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the

public convenience.

Emergency
preamble.

Street Railway
Commission,
established.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. A special commission is hereby established,

to consist of three members of the senate, to be appointed

by the president, five members of the house of representa-
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tives, to be appointed by the speaker, and five persons, not

members of the general court, to be appointed by the gov-

ernor, with the advice and consent of the council. The com-
mission shall choose its chairman, and shall be known as

the Street Railway Commission. It shall be the duty of the Duties, etc

commission to make an investigation and study of the street

railway situation in this commonwealth, with a view to

determining what action may be required to promote the

public welfare and convenience in relation thereto, what
action should be taken for the purpose of* securing lower

fares, what portion of the expenses of operation, if any,

should be borne by the public treasury and what means
should be used for the purpose of providing adequate and

low priced transportation, and whether and to what extent
.

public ownership is the proper solution of the street railway

problem. The commission shall also consider the advisability

of establishing fare districts on street railway lines, with a

basic fare of five cents for each fare district established. It To make

shall report in print its findings, together with such recom- special session

mendations as it may deem expedient, to the general court rourt^tc.

by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or before

November fifteenth of the current year, to be submitted by
him to a special session of the general court if such session

is called or to the next general court if no special session is

called. Upon the filing of such report the existence of the

commission shall terminate. The commission shall be MaysummoR

furnished with rooms in the state house, and may require
^'^"esses. etc.

by summons the attendance and testimony of witnesses and
the production of books and papers before it relating to any

matter under investigation, and may administer oaths to

witnesses testifying before it. Such summons shall be

issued and such oaths administered by the chairman of the

commission. The members of the commission shall be Salaries.

allowed such salary as the governor and council may de-

termine, and may ex'pend such sums for expenses, travel,

clerical and other assistance as may be approved by the

governor and council: lyromded, that no member of the Proviso,

general court shall receive any salary.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved July 24, 1919.


