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MCSW Introduces Monthly Newsletter
MCSW strives to bring information to constituents and keep you informed of
the work that is happening between the state and regional commissions to
contribute to the betterment of the Commonwealth. By introducing a monthly
newsletter, we intend on keeping the public and our partners alike informed on
the work, upcoming events for commissions across the Commonwealth and
notable efforts and changes to our website monthly. For daily updates on
MCSW, like us on Facebook and follow us on our Twitter, Instagram and
Linkedin accounts @MASSCSW!

Commissioners
Denella Clark, MCSW Chair, Hyde Park
Rebecca Bact, MCSW Vice Chair, Auburndale
Marlene Sallo, MCSW Clerk, Marina Bay
Sara Schnorr, MCSW Treasurer, Holliston
Penny Blaisdell, Marblehead
Ruth Bramson, Boston
Marianne Fleckner, Westford
Jean Cotter Fox, Freetown
Liz Friedman, Northampton
Allison Goldberg, Marblehead
Audrey Hall, Framingham
Patricia Hohl, Framingham
Nina Kimball, Plymouth
Leslie-Ann McGee, Kingston
Maria Puppolo, Springfield
Wendy Silver, Needham
Phyllis Smith, Franklin
Shaitia Spruell, Clinton
Mary-dith Tuitt, Boston
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MCSW's Annual Report for the fiscal year is now available to the
public. This annual report allows constituents to read through our
efforts across the Commonwealth, while showcasing the work of our
eleven Regional Commissions in more detail. Click here to take a look
through MCSW's 2019-2020 Annual Report.
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be Done
PAGE 03

Call for Apps: Regional Commissioners

PAGE 03

Upcoming MCSW Events
*Survey and Hearing Announcement!*
PAGE 04

MCSW MONTHLY - SEPTEMBER 2020

PAGE 01

L to R: Denella Clark, Rebecca Bact, Marlene Sallo, Sara Schnorr

MCSW Celebrates Elected Diverse Leadership
Commissioners bring their professional expertise, life experiences and
identities to the work that is done within the Commonwealth. Recognizing
our first Black Chairwoman in the history of the Commission, Chairwoman
Denella Clark states, “As the first Black woman to chair the Commission, one
of my goals is to amplify legislation that will directly benefit and improve the
lives of women of color.” To learn more about our individual Commissioners
and the communities they are a part of and advocate for, head over to our
website for their individual bios!

"For no nation can ever
make real and lasting
progress in civilization
unless its women are
following close to its
men if not actually
abreast with them."
MABEL PING-HUA LEE

Commissioner Bramson Speaks on the Importance of Girl Scouts
USA Historic New Leadership
Judith Batty, former Girl Scout and long time Girl Scout Board member, makes
history as the first Black woman to lead as CEO for Girl Scouts of the United
States of America.
Commissioner Ruth Bramson served as the first CEO of the Girl Scouts of
Eastern MA and shares, "The choice of a Black woman to lead GSUSA is a true
milestone for an organization. When I joined as CEO in 2008, I insisted that we
become a more inclusive organization, having just left my MA state role as Chief
Diversity Officer and caring deeply that Girl Scouts be reflective of girls across our
state. My time as CEO was the most rewarding position I held in my long and varied
career with some great organizations. Seeing young girls feel empowered to have a
voice and become leaders in their own right was truly spectacular."
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The 100 Year Commemoration of the Ratification of the
19th Amendment: A Century Later, There is Still Work
to be Done
MCSW commemorated the 100 year anniversary of the ratification of
the 19th Amendment that was meant to guarantee all women the right
to vote. It is important to note that many Women of Color were not able
to vote until the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Additionally,
some Latinx, Native, and Asian American Women were not able to vote
until 1975 when the federal government passed voting rights
amendments that prohibited discrimination against “language minority”
citizens. We encourage you to look through some of the resources listed
on our Facebook post to acknowledge the intersectionalities of both
race and gender that have long existed in the Women's Movement.
Through continued advocacy and education, we can work together to
ensure the rights of all women across the Commonwealth and beyond.
Special thanks to Women's Suffrage Celebration Coalition of
Massachusetts, Inc. and The United State of Women for providing both
resources and events for this year's commemoration.

“The people must
know before they
can act, and there
is no educator to
compare with the
press.”
IDA B. WELLS

The call for applications is open until September 15, 2020! To learn more about
the eleven Regional Commissions and to fill out an application, visit our
website! Application forms will be kept on file and reviewed as seats become
available in your region. For additional information or assistance, please
contact MCSW Program Director, Sasha Heggie-Jackson at Sasha.HeggieJackson@mass.gov.
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“We’re half the
people; we should be
half the Congress.”
The Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women is reaching out to parents and
caregivers across the Commonwealth to hear directly about how the COVID-19 pandemic is
affecting you. Recent reports indicate that child care and education access is diminishing
opportunities and creating additional challenges for women. We will compile and share the
data with our legislators and the Governor's Office to influence recommendations regarding
policies that address issues women and their families are facing during this time.

JEANNETTE RANKIN

While this data will be shared, you can complete this survey anonymously in English or in
Spanish and is estimated to take under five minutes. We encourage you to circulate these
surveys among your networks and local organizations within the Commonwealth!
Additionally, our first virtual public hearing of the fiscal year will be focused around
this topic to provide constituents an opportunity to submit testimony on their own
experience and to help inform future policy and conversations on a state level.
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