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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

The Division of Ecological Restoration (DER) restores rivers, wetlands, and watersheds for the benefit of
people and the environment. Our projects improve public safety and help people and nature adapt to
climate change. Restoration creates jobs, too, with 12.5 jobs created or maintained for every $1 million
invested in restoration projects. Demand for restoration assistance continues to grow across the
Commonwealth, even during the last six months of the pandemic.

In this Ebb & Flow, we share updates on river and wetland restoration projects that recently began or
will soon begin construction. Many of our restoration projects result in new open space or improved
trails, where residents of the Commonwealth can witness the resilience of nature for themselves.
Watching a river or wetland recover from past damage brings hope and optimism. Spending time in
nature brings solace. This is more important to us now than ever before.

I’ll see you on the river,

Beth Lambert, Director

Governor Charlie Baker Highlights Restoration
and Climate Adaptation at Assawompset Pond
Complex

On Friday, July 17th, Governor Charlie Baker, Lieutenant
Governor Karyn Polito, Energy and Environmental Affairs
Secretary Kathleen Theoharides, Department of Fish and
Game Commissioner Ron Amidon, DER staff, project partners,
and other state and local officials gathered to celebrate
locally-driven advances in flood mitigation and ecological
restoration in the Asswompset Pond Complex. 

The speaking program highlighted efforts led by a state, regional, and local partnership to reduce future
flooding, improve public safety, increase resilience to climate change, and restore habitat for fish and
wildlife. The group also gathered to tour relevant project sites and discuss the importance of this
initiative. Governor Baker remarked that “The Assawompsett Pond region is a critical natural resource
for Southeastern Massachusetts, offering valuable habitat, drinking water and outdoor recreational
opportunities to residents. Climate change is expected to worsen flooding issues in this area, and this
state and local partnership will ensure the region is prepared for climate change while protecting public
safety and wildlife habitat.” Read on.

Welcome to New Staff

DER is excited to welcome several new staff members to our team!
See below or read more about our new staff members.
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Recent Restoration Work

Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of our restoration partners and our staff, DER’s restoration projects
made great progress over the last six months. COVID-19 challenges notwithstanding, six river and
wetland Priority Projects began or completed construction, and six more will begin construction shortly.
All of these projects take place in partnership with municipalities, landowners, not-for-profit
organizations, and agencies. DER's restoration projects have many benefits to both people and the
environment, including creating or maintaining 12.5 jobs for every $1 million spent on restoration.

We appreciate the commitment of all our partners to bring these projects to fruition, even under the
challenges of COVID-19. Below is a brief overview of each of these efforts, or you can read more here.

Recently Completed:

Coonamessett River Restoration

DER worked with the Town of Falmouth to complete the second phase of the
Coonamessett River Restoration Project. This completed restoration site serves as
the southern gateway to the Coonamessett Greenway Heritage Trail and is available
for enjoyment by the public.

Kinne Brook Restoration

DER and partners replaced an undersized and failing culvert with a larger, safer
structure that allows full upstream and downstream movement of aquatic species
and reduces the risk of road damage and failure in flood conditions. This project was
completed in June 2020. (image credit: Erin Rodgers, Trout Unlimited)

West Branch of the Housatonic River Restoration 

DER, the City of Pittsfield, and other partners removed the obsolete and hazardous
Tel-Electric (or Mill Street) Dam, located on the West Branch of the Housatonic
River. Construction for the project was completed in June 2020 and we look forward
to seeing the lasting positive effects.

Under Construction:

Boxford Culvert Replacement

DER is working with the town of Boxford through the Culvert Training Initiative to
replace an undersized and degraded culvert with a structure that meets current
design standards. Construction staging has begun, with completion planned for later
this year.
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Childs River Restoration 

DER is working with the Falmouth Rod & Gun Club and numerous other partners to
restore stream connectivity and healthy wetlands within the Childs River watershed.
Restoration actions will include removing small dams, dredging impounded sediment
and agricultural fill, reconnecting floodplains, re-constructing stream channels, and
planting native wetland species. Construction on this project has just begun.

Foothills Preserve and West Beaver Dam Brook Restoration

DER is working with multiple landowners and partners on the final phase of the
Tidmarsh Farms Restoration Project, which has helped to transition about 600-acres
of retired cranberry farmland and associated uplands into restored wetlands and
protected public open space. Work is expected to be complete by spring 2021.

Nearing Construction:

Baptist Corner Road Culvert Replacement

DER is working with the Town of Ashfield through the Culvert Training Initiative to
replace an undersized, perched, and degraded culvert with a structure that meets
current design standards. This project is scheduled to enter construction in the
Spring of 2021 with funds from the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Program.

Eagle Neck Creek Restoration

Eagle Neck Creek is a 16-acre degraded tidal marsh that flows into Pamet Harbor
and Cape Cod Bay, with two obstructions to its natural tidal flushing and flow. DER
is working with the Town of Truro to remove these tidal restrictions in order to
restore salt marsh functions. This project is near the end of the permitting phase.

Manhan Meadows Restoration Project

DER and MassAudubon are restoring a floodplain forest within 15-acres of former
agricultural fields within MassAudubon's Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary. Construction for
this project is anticipated to begin this fall.

Parkers River & Seine Pond Restoration

DER, the Town of Yarmouth, and state and federal partners are replacing the
undersized Parkers River Bridge on Route 28 to create a larger opening to improve
tidal flows, water quality, fish passage, and ecosystem health. Construction for the
second and final phase of this project will begin in Fall 2020.

River Road Culvert Replacement  

DER is working with the Town of Windsor to replace an undersized and deteriorated
culvert on a tributary to the East Branch of the Westfield River with a larger, safer
structure that meets road‐stream crossing standards. Construction for this project
will be starting this fall.

Third Herring Brook Restoration

DER and partners are addressing a series of dams and culverts that impair the



ecological function of Third Herring Brook and its tributaries. Peterson Pond Dam is
currently the first dam from the North River on Third Herring Brook and is set to be
removed. Funding is now in place for this effort and construction will begin this fall.

DER has more than 50 active river and wetland restoration projects in planning. For more information,
see the Division’s interactive project map.

Project Highlight: 
Great Marsh Restoration Project

DER is working with the Trustees of Reservations and multiple
stakeholders to restore degraded marsh within the Great
Marsh Area of Critical Environmental Concern. This project is
working to address the legacy effects of ditching and other
agricultural activities in salt marshes by investigating
innovative methods for restoring saltmarsh habitat in the face
of sea level rise.

The project partners have worked to implement nature-based
methods designed to accelerate the natural healing of historic
human-made ditches across our salt marshes. Read on.
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