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An Act to incorporate the north easton water company. (7Att79.169

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Frederick L. Ames, Oakes A. Ames, North Easton

John H. Swain, George B. Cogswell, George W. Ken- incorpora^d?"^

nedy, George K. Davis, Cyrus Lothrop, Pardon A. Gif-

forcl, their associates and successors, are hereby made a

corporation by the name of the North Easton Water
Company, for the purpose of supplying the inhabitants of

the town of Easton, or of any part thereof, with water for

domestic, manufacturing and other purposes, including

the extinguishment of fires ; with all the powers and priv-

ileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions and lia-

bilities set forth in all general laws which now are or may
hereafter be in force, so far as the same may be applicable

to such corporations.

Section 2. The said corporation, for the purposes May take and

aforesaid, may take, by purchase or otherwise, and hold Ques^Hve".

the water of Queset river at any point above Stone's pond
dam in the town of Easton, or the waters of any springs

or other sources on the water-shed of said river above
said dam, with the water rights and water sources con-

nected therewith, and also all lands, rights of way and
easements necessary for holding and preserving such

water, and for conveying the same to any part of said

town ; and may erect on the land thus taken or held ^nYSingsr^
proper dams, buildings, fixtures and other structures, and
may make excavations, procure and operate machinery,

and provide such other means and appliances as may be

necessary for the establishment and maintenance of com-
plete and eflective water works ; and may construct and
lay down conduits, pipes and other works under or over

any lands, water courses, railroads or public or private

ways, and along any such ways in such manner as not

unnecessarily to obstruct the same; and for the purpose May dig up

of constructing, maintaining and repairing such conduits, ^" ^'^'^'

pipes and other works, and for all proper purposes of this

act said corporation may dig up any such lands, and
under the direction of the l)oard of selectmen may enter

upon and dig up any such Av^ays in such manner as to

cause the least hindrance to public travel on such ways.

Section 3. The said corporation shall, within sixty to cause to be

days after the taking of any lands, rights of way, water rog?8tryof'dced8

rights, water sources or easements as aforesaid other than rheTanl^taken"/
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by purchase, file and cause to be recorded in the registry

of deeds for the county of Bristol a description thereof

sufficient!}" accurate for identification, with a statement of

the purpose for which the same was taken, signed by the

president of the corporation.

Section 4. The said corporation shall pay all damages
sustained by any person in property by the taking of any
land, right of way, water, water source, water right or

easement, or by any other thing done by said corpora-

tion, under the authority of this act. Any person sus-

taining damages as aforesaid under this act, who fails to

agree with said corporation as to the amount of damages]
sustained, may have the damages assessed and determined!

in the manner provided by law when land is taken for the]

laying out of highways, on application at any time within!

the period of three 3'ears from the taking of such land orj

other property or the doing of any other injury under the

authority of this act ; but no such application shall be]

made after the expiration of said three years. No appli-

cation for assessment of damages shall be made for thej

taking of any water, water right or water source, or for

any injury thereto until the water is actually' withdrawn orl

diverted by said corporation under the authority of this act.f

Section 5. The said corporation may distribute the]

water through said town of Easton, may regulate the use]

of said water and fix and collect water rates to be paid!

for the same, may establish public fountains and hydrants!

and discontinue the same. And said town, or any firel

district or other district that is or may hereafter be estab-

lished therein, or any individual or corporation, may]
make such contracts with it to supply water for the ex-

tinguishing of fires or for other purposes as may be agreed!

upon by said town, district, individual or corporation and]

said North Easton Water Company.
Section 6. The said corporation may, for the pur-j

poses set forth in this act, hold real estate not exceeding]

twenty thousand dollars ; and the whole capital stock of

said corporation shall not exceed seventy-five thousand]

dollars, to be divided into shares of one hundred dollarsj

each ; and said corporation may issue bonds to an amount
not exceeding the amount of its capital stock actually

paid in and applied to the purpose of its incorporation,

and may secure the same at any time by a mortgage of

its franchise and property.
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Section 7. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts, Penalty for wii-

pollutes or diverts any of the waters taken or held under or Jhenfnl
'"^

this act, or injures any structure, work or other property
^^''^''"'"

owned, held or used by said corporation under the au-

thority and for the purposes of this act, shall forfeit and
pay to said corporation three times the amount of dam-
ajres assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of

tort ; and upon conviction of either of the above wilful

or wanton acts shall be punished by a fine not exceeding

three hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the jail not

exceeding one year.

Section 8. The said corporation may by vote from to determine

time to time fix and determine what amount or quantity amouiTt of water

of water it purposes to take and appropriate under this ufken.*^
'°

^^

act ; in which case the damages for such taking shall be

based upon such amount or quantity until the same shall

be increased by vote or otherwise, in which event said

corporation shall be further liable only for the additional

damages caused by such additional taking.

Section 9. The said town of Easton, or the incorpo- Town or fire

rated district therein known as the North Easton Village take property

District, shall have the right at any time to take, by pur- anyt[me!
'^^ **

chase or otherwise, the franchise, corporate property and
all the rights and privileges of said corporation on pay-

ment to said corporation of the total cost of its franchise,

works and property of any kind, held under the pro-

visions of this act, including in such cost interest on each

expenditure from its date to the date of taking, as here-

inafter provided, at the rate of seven per centum per

annum, and said North Easton Village District may exer-

cise the powers of a fire district under the general laws

relating to fire districts.

If the cost of maintaining and operating the works of ittn°g*exceTcu"

said corporation shall exceed in any year the income
|"°braddldto*

derived from said works by said corporation for that year, total cost; if

then such excess shall be added to the total cost; and if costofoperat-

the income derived from said works by said corporation io^be deducted,

exceeds in any year the cost of maintaining and operating

said works for that year, then such excess shall be deducted
from the total cost. The said town or district on taking

as herein provided the property of said corporation, shall

assume all of its outstanding ol)ligations including the

bonds authorized by this act, and the amount thus

assumed shall be deducted from the total amount to be
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paid by said town or district to said corporation. In case

of a foreclosure of the bonds authorized by this act, the

said town or district may take possession of the property

and rights of said corporation on the payment of said

bonds, principal and interest. In case said town or dis-

trict and said corporation are unable to agree upon the

amount of the total cost of the franchise, corporate prop-

erty, rights and privileges of said corporation, then, upon
a suit in equity by said town or district, the supreme
judicial court shall ascertain and fix such total cost under
the foregoing provisions of this act, and enforce the right

of said town or district to take possession of such fran-

chise, corporate property, rights and privileges upon pay-
subjecttoasBent mcut of such cost to Said corporatiou. This authority to

vote. take said iranchise and property is granted on condition

that the taking is assented to by said town or district by
a two-thirds vote of the voters of said town or said dis-

trict present and voting thereon at a meeting legally called

for that purpose.
Mayj88ue Section 10. The said town or district may, for the

not exceeding purposc of paviuo; the cost of said franchise and corporate
' property and the necessary expenses and liabilities in-

curred under the provisions of this act, issue from time

to time bonds, notes or scrip to an amount not exceeding
in the aggregate seventy-five thousand dollars ; such

bonds, notes and scrip shall bear on their face the words
Easton Water Loan, or North Easton Village District

Water Loan ; shall be payable at the expiration of periods

not exceeding thirty years from the date of issue ; shall

bear interest payable semi-annually at a rate not exceed-
Bondstobe inor six Dcr ccntum per annum, and shall be sio;ned by the
signed by treas- <=> i i

... . ,, • i i

urerandcoun- treasurer oi said town or district and be countersigned by
commsBion^rs. the watcr commissioners hereinafter. provided for. The

said town or district may sell such securities at public or

private sale, or pledge the same for money borrowed for

the purposes of this act, upon such terms and conditions

May provide for as it may deem proper. And said town or district shall

shilTtfg fund%r pay the interest ui3on said loan as it accrues, and shall

proportloJiate providc for the payment of said principal at maturity by
payments. establishing at the time of contracting said debt a sinking

fund, or from year to year, by such proportionate pay-

ments as will extinguish the same within the time pre-

scribed by this act. In case said district shall decide to

establish a sinking fund, it shall contribute thereto
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k
annually a sum sufficient with its accumulations to pay
tlie principal of said loan at maturity ; and said sinking

fund shall remain inviolate and pledged to the payment of

said debt and shall be used for no other purpose. If said

district shall decide to pay the principal of said loan by
instalments, such amounts as may be necessary to make
such payments shall, without further .vote of said district,

be raised annually by taxation in the same way as money
is raised for other district expenses.

Section 11. The returns required by section ninety- Return of state-

one of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes shall state f^nd' etc'"^'"^

the amount of any sinking fund established under this

act, and if none is established whether action has been

taken for the payment of annual proportions of said bonded
debt as hereinbefore provided, and the amount raised and
expended therefor for the current year.

Section 12. After the purchase of said franchise and to raise an-

corporate property as herein provided, the said town or come^andtaia-

district shall raise annually by taxation a sum which, for^curSnt^"*

with the income derived from the sale of water, shall be
f^tP^est^

^°**

sufficient to pay the current annual expenses of operating

its "vv\ater works and the interest accruing on the bonds
issued by said district, together with such payments on

the principal as may be required under the provisions of

this act. Said town or district is further authorized, by May enlarge

assent of two-thirds of the voters of said town or district ^f"'\T°'".^„^
^y

a two-thirds

present and voting thereon at a legal meeting called for vote,

the purpose, to raise by taxation any sum of money for

the purpose of enlarging or extending its water works
and providing additional appliances and fixtures connected

therewith not exceeding three thousand dollars in any
one year.

Section 13. Whenever a tax is duly voted by said Taxes to be

town or district for the purposes of this act, the clerk coireXdfn

shall render a certified copy of the vote to the assessors as'itowTtaxe*.

of the town of Easton, who shall proceed within thirty

days to assess the same in the same manner in all respects

as town taxes are required by law to be assessed. The
assessment shall be committed to the town collector, who
shall collect said tax in the same manner as is provided
•for the collection of toAvn taxes, and, if a district tax,

shall deposit the proceeds thereof with the district treas-

urer for the use and benefit of said district. Said district

may collect interest on taxes when overdue in the same
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manner as interest is authorized to be collected on unpaid

town taxes : provided, said town or district at the time of

votino" to raise a tax shall so determine and shall also fix

a time for the pa3'ment thereof.

Section 14. The said town or district shall, after its

purchase of said franchise and corporate property as pro-

vided in this act, at a legal meeting called for the purpose

elect by ballot three persons to hold office ; one until the

expiration of three years, one until the expiration of two

years, and one until the expiration of one year from the

next succeeding annual meeting, to constitute a board of

water commissioners ; and at each annual meeting there-

after one such commissioner shall be elected by ballot for

the term of three years. All the authority granted to the

said town or district by this act, and not otherwise speci-

fically provided for, shall be vested in said board of water

commissioners who shall be subject however to such in-

structions, rules and- regulations as said town or district

may impose by its vote. The said commissioners shall

be the trustees of the sinking fund herein provided for,

and a majority of said commissioners shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of business relative both to the

water works and to the sinking fund. Any vacancy oc-

curring in said board from any cause may be filled for the

remainder of the unexpired term by said town or district

at any legal meeting called for the purpose. No money
shall be drawn from the town or district treasury on

account of said water works except by a written order

of said commissioners or a majority of them. Said

commissioners shall annually make a full report to said

town or district, in writing, of their doings and expen-

ditures.

Section 15. The said town or district may adopt by-

laws prescribing by whom and how meetings may l)e

called and notified ; but meetings may also be called on

application of seven or more legal voters in said district,

by warrant from the selectmen of said town, on such

notice as may be prescribed therein. The said town or

district may also provide rules and regulations for the

management of its water works not inconsistent with this

act or the laws of the Commonwealth, and may choose

such other officers not provided for in this act as it may
deem proper and necessary.
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Section 16. This act shall take eflfect upon its pass- work to be

age, but shall become void unless work under this act is wuiiuftwo

commenced within two years from the date of its passage. ^'''''"•

A2:)23roved April 14, 18S7.

An Act relating to annual meetings and reports of the (JJiap.VJO
TRUSTEES of STATE LUNATIC HOSPITALS.

Be it enacted, etc., asfolloivs:

Chapter eighty-seven of the Public Statutes is hereby Annual reports

amended b}' striking out section nine of said chapter, and of state' "unatk;

substituting therefor a new section as follows : — Sec-
^°*p*'^'''-

Hon 9. There shall be thorough visitations of each hos-

pital by two of the trustees thereof monthly, and by a

majority of them quarterly, and by the whole board semi-

anuuallv, at each of which a written accoujit of the state

of the institution shall be drawn up, which shall be pre-

sented at the annual meeting to be held between the first

days of the months of October and November. At the

annual meeting a full and detailed report shall be made,
exhibiting a particular statement of the condition of the

hospital and all its concerns, with a list of the salaried

officers and their salaries, and in a tabular form, under

the heads specified in section seven of chapter seventy-

nine of the Public Statutes, the value of the stock and
supplies, to be laid before the governor and council on or

before the first day of November, for the use of the gov-

ernment ; and at the same meeting the treasurer shall

present to the trustees his annual report on the finances

of the institution ; both of which reports shall be made
up to the thirtieth day of September inclusive. 'Jlie

trustees shall audit the report of the treasurer, and
transmit it with their annual report to the governor and
council.

Approved April 14, 1887.

An Act to establish the salary of the justice of the (JJiaij.VIX
POLICE court of SPRINGFIELD.

Be it enacted, etc., asfolloivs:

Sectiox 1. The justice of the police court of Spring- salary

field shall receive an annual salary of two thousand***^

dollars.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 14, 1887.


