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New Website Helps Families Navigate the
Mental Health System

The Office of the Child Advocate, the Executive Office of Health and
Human Services, and the Department of Mental Health are proud to
announce that HandholdMA.org, a new website for families who are
worried about their child's mental health, has just launched today.

COVID-19 is putting incredible pressure on families. Many families
are worried about their child’s mental health, but they aren’t sure
where to turn or how to get started. HandholdMA.org can help.
 
The website, created by a team of mental health and child
development experts in partnership with parents who have “been
there,” was designed for parents of school-aged children in
Massachusetts. The website is available in six different languages.
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 Handhold has three main sections:

Should I worry? Helps parents explore if their kid is just being
a kid, or if their behavior is something to worry about. Parents
can learn about signs to look for and get suggestions on what to
do next.
What can I do? Tips, tools, and strategies that have worked for
other families, sorted by topic, and picked by Handhold. These
are things parents can learn about or do from home. 
Who can help? Carefully selected community organizations and
government resources to help families find the right mental
health services

Please check it out and help us spread the word! A "Getting the
Word Out" toolkit, available in multiple languages, is available here.

Webinar Opportunity: Protecting Our
Children's Well Being in the Time of COVID
On October 27, join the Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
(MAMH) President and CEO Danna Mauch in conversation with
Melissa Threadgill (Director of Juvenile Justice Initiatives at the Office
of Child Advocate) to discuss the Childhood Trauma Task Force's June
2020 report: Protecting our Children’s Well-Being During Covid-19.

The CTTF report describes findings and recommendations for the
Commonwealth to respond to the mental and emotional health needs
youth may encounter during the COVID-19 crisis and after the

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/handhold-media-toolkit-and-resources
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pandemic ends. 

When: October 27, 2020 2:00PM EST
Click here to register now!

Childhood Trauma Task Force Votes on
Framework for Trauma Informed
and Responsive Organizations
During the October meeting, members of the Childhood Trauma Task
Force (CTTF) voted to finalize and adopt the "Framework for Trauma
Informed and Responsive Organizations."

This framework, which the group has been working on for the last
year, is a big step forward in the Commonwealth's pursuit to ensure
all child and family-serving systems and services are trauma
informed and responsive (TIR). The Framework is a 20-page
document laying out five Guiding Principles for establishing a
Trauma-Informed and Responsive (TIR) approach in an
organization as well as five Domains in which the Guiding Principles
should be applied.

To read the full document, click here.

Over the next few months, the CTTF will be developing and finalizing
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its 2020 Legislative Report. This year's report will focus on making
recommendations for implementation supports that are needed to
turn the Framework from an aspiration to a reality. For more
information on the work of the CTTF, visit our website. 

JJPAD Subcommittees Gearing up for
2020 Annual Legislative Report 
October was filled with JJPAD Subcommittees working on final
versions of documents to be included in the Annual Legislative Report
coming this Fall.

During this month's Community-Based Interventions Subcommittee
meeting, members reviewed the latest draft of the Statewide
Diversion Model Program Guide, which the group has been working
on since the beginning of the year. Members will vote on the final
Model Program Guide during the November meeting. Once finalized,
the Model Program Guide will be used by the Department of Youth
Services to inform their State Diversion Program Learning Lab
launch. The JJPAD Annual Report will include information on the
guide and work of the CBI Subcommittee this year.

During the October Data Subcommittee meeting, members voted in
favor of the data reporting standard recommendations they put
together over the past year. These recommendations, which focus
on recommendations for how juvenile justice entities should collect
and report data on race, ethnicity, sexual orientation and gender
identity, will be included in the Annual Report to the legislature. The
Subcommittee also discussed the initial draft analysis of the FY20
data submitted from JJPAD members to the OCA for the Annual
Report. 

For more information, visit the CBI Subcommittee and Data
Subcommittee websites.

Mark Your Calendar:
All JJPAD and subcommittee meetings are open to the public. Please
note that meetings are virtual until further notice. 
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Childhood Trauma Taskforce 
November 2nd
2pm-3:30pm
This will be a virtual meeting. 
Please e-mail alix.riviere@mass.gov for information on how to join.

December 1st
2pm-3:30pm
This will be a virtual meeting. 
Please e-mail alix.riviere@mass.gov for information on how to join.

Community-Based Interventions Subcommittee
November 13th 
10am-11:30am
This will be a virtual meeting. 
Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to
join.

Data Subcommittee
November 10th
1pm-2:30pm
This will be a virtual meeting. Please e-mail
kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to join.

Full Board
November 19th
1pm-3pm
This will be a virtual meeting. Please e-mail
kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to join
 

We'd Like to Hear From You!
If you have questions or thoughts about the work of the JJPAD Board
or the Childhood Trauma Task Force, please contact Melissa
Threadgill, Director of Juvenile Justice Initiatives at the Office of the
Child Advocate, at Melissa.Threadgill@mass.gov

What is the Juvenile Justice Policy and Data Board?

mailto:Melissa.Threadgill@mass.gov


 
The Massachusetts JJPAD Board was created by "An Act Relative to
Criminal Justice Reform." It is charged with evaluating juvenile justice
system policies and procedures and making recommendations to improve
outcomes.

The JJPAD Board has three sub-committees (Data, Community-Based
Interventions, and the Childhood Trauma Task Force).

The JJPAD Board is chaired and staffed by the Office of the Child Advocate
and comprised of members representing a broad spectrum of
organizations involved in the juvenile justice system. 

Visit our website, where you can read past JJPAD Board Updates.  
 

Why am I receiving this email? 
You have been identified as a juvenile justice system stakeholder who

may be interested in the ongoing work of the JJPAD Board.

Did we get it wrong? Click the button below to unsubscribe.
Think others should be on this list? Forward this email on and encourage

them to sign up here to join our mailing list.
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