
Board of Registration of Dispensing Opticians 
Public Session Minutes 

Date: August 5, 2020 Time: 10:00 a.m. 
 

A regularly scheduled open public meeting of the Massachusetts Board of 
Dispensing Opticians (“the Board”) was held via Videoconference and  

Conference Call due to the Executive Order Suspending Certain Provisions of 
the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, § 20. 

 

Board Members Present:  

Gary Peters 

David Fogg 

Deanna Kurlowecz 

Marty Bregman 

Staff Present: 

Sheila York, Board Counsel 

Michael Hawley, Executive Director 

Thomas F. Burke, Associate Exec. Director 

 

Members of the Public Present: 

Camille Pensavalli, Division of Apprentice Standards 

James Russo 

Ahhyee R. Ma 

Blair Wong 

Kerri Poli 

Maliyah Tan 

Jenny Marcelin 

 

Meeting called To Order: 

 

 Mr. Peters called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 

 Exit and Evacuation procedures were tabled. 

 

Review Meeting Minutes: 

 The review of the minutes of June 3, 2020 Meeting: Mr. Fogg moved to accept the 

minutes. Ms. Kurlowecz seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: 

“Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”.  

 The review of the minutes of June 24, 2020 Meeting: Mr. Fogg moved to accept the 

minutes. Mr. Bregman seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: 

“Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”.  

Board Business: 

 Report from Executive Director, Michael Hawley 

Renewals: Mr. Hawley reported that pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order 
(COVID-19 order Number 41), any license or certificate issued by the Board that has an 

expiration date falling between March 10, 2020 and July 10, 2020 will expire on October 

1, 2020 and must be renewed by that date. Any licenses that have expiration dates from 

July 11, 2020 forward expire and must be renewed by the expiration date listed on the 

license. He noted that licensees may complete renewals online for fastest service.   

 

 



 

 Report from Board Counsel, Sheila York 

Board Counsel discussed a question she had received about unlicensed individuals selling 

used eyeglass frames online.  Ms. York advised the Board that the practice of selling used 

frames, excluding prescription lenses, online does not violate the Board’s rules and 

regulations.  

 

Discussion: 

 Application Review 

At a prior board meeting, the Board requested to review pending licensure applications.  

At 10:12 a.m. the Board reviewed seven (7) applications for licensure. Below is a list of 

the candidates for review and the motion and roll call vote for each: 

 

Jaqueline Perez – After discussion, Mr. Fogg moved to approve Ms. Perez for 

licensure. Mr. Bregman seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: 

“Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 
 

Jaime Santangelo – After discussion, the Board instructed staff to invite Ms. 

Santangelo’s sponsors to meet with the Board to review their calculation and 

documentation of training hours.  Mr. Fogg moved to approve Ms. Santangelo for 

licensure. Mr. Peters seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: “Yes”, 

Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 
 

Jennifer Haddad – After discussion, Ms. Kurlowecz moved to approve Ms. Haddad 

for licensure. Mr. Bregman seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: 

“Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 
 

Laurianne Saniuk – After discussion, Mr. Fogg moved to approve Ms. Perez for 

licensure. Ms. Kurlowecz seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: 

“Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 

 

Maliyah Tan – After discussion, Mr. Fogg moved to approve Ms. Perez for licensure. 

Mr. Bregman seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: “Yes”, Mr. 

Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 

 

Robin Wright – After discussion, Mr. Fogg moved to permit Ms. Wright to take the 

Massachusetts practical exam and be granted licensure upon achieving a passing 

score. Ms. Kurlowecz seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: 

“Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 

 

Heng Cheong Wong – After discussion, Ms. Kurlowecz moved to approve Mr. Wong 

for licensure. Mr. Fogg seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: 

“Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 

 

The Board discussed the procedure for reviewing applications.  In order to avoid delays 

in the issuance of licenses, the Board agreed that board staff could administratively 

approve applications for licensure after seeking approval from two licensee board 



 

members.  The Board directed Mr. Hawley and Board staff to forward each complete 

application to two licensee Board members via electronic means. Each member will 

independently review each application and provide feedback to staff only.  If both board 

members recommend approval of the application, a license will be issued to the 

applicant. If either (or both) Board members finds  that the application is deficient in 

some way, board staff will work to resolve the deficiency and seek further review from 

the objecting Board member once the deficiency is resolved.  In the event that the 

deficiency cannot be satisfactorily resolved, the application will be reviewed by the board 

at a regularly scheduled meeting of the board. Staff will report all administratively 

approved applications at monthly Board meetings.  

 

 FAQ Scope of Practice – The Board reviewed a draft version of the Frequently Asked 

Questions (“FAQ”) based on recorded minutes from the January 8, 2020 Board meeting. 

After discussion, the Board requested further review of the January minutes to provide 

additional details regarding the discussion of the FAQ scope of practice questions. Ms. 

York noted that prior to publication, the draft FAQs will be submitted for review by the 

Commissioner of the Division of Professional Licensure (“DPL”). No vote was taken.  

   

 Impact of COVID-19 – The Board encouraged licensed opticians to consider taking 

continuing education course offerings related to safe workplace practices in light of 

Covid-19 and the phased reopening of optical stores. In addition to following the safety 

protocols which the Board advocated at its June meeting, opticians should also consult 

with their local town Board of Health for policies related to workplace practices.  

 

Open session for topics not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance meeting: 

 

 At 11:47 a.m., the Board met with Kerri Poli to discuss her request to have her license 

status changed from revoked to expired. Ms. Poli’s license was revoked by the Board 

after she defaulted on a complaint involving alleged continuing education violations.   

Ms. Poli has been studying in a nursing program and currently resides and works outside 

of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Ms. Poli reported that she does not intend to 

resume practice as an optician in Massachusetts at the present.  The Board informed Ms. 

Poli that even if her licensure status was changed to expired, the Final Decision revoking 

her license is still a valid decision which will be listed as discipline on the record of her 

DO license.  Ms. Poli stated to the Board that she understood that the change in her 

license status would not erase the revocation from her licensure record.   

 

Mr. Fogg moved to change Ms. Poli’s licensure status from revoked to expired 

status. Mr. Bregman seconded. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: “Yes”, 

Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 

 

Cases, Investigative Conference, Settlement Offers [Closed session pursuant to G.L. c. 112 

§65C]: 

 At 12:08 p.m., Mr. Fogg moved to enter into Investigative Conference to discuss 

settlement. [Closed session pursuant to G.L. c. 112 §65C]. Ms. Kurlowecz seconded 



 

the motion.  Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: “Yes”, Mr. Fogg: “Yes”, 

Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”.  

At the end of the closed session, the open meeting resumed.   

During the closed session, the Board voted to take the following actions: 

 DO-2020-000528-IT-ENF –Tabled. 

 

Adjournment:  

 

At 12:41 p.m., Ms. Kurlowecz moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Peters seconded.  Motion 

passed unanimously. Motion passed by a roll call vote: Mr. Peters: “Yes”, Mr. Fogg: 

“Yes”, Mr. Bregman: “Yes”, Ms. Kurlowecz: “Yes”. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

________________________ 

Thomas F. Burke 

Associate Executive Director 

 

Documents used in the open meeting: 

 

 Agenda for DO Board Meeting of August 5, 2020 

 Minutes of June 3, 2020 Board meeting 

 Minutes of June 24, 2020 Board meeting 

Applications for Board review (redacted): Jaqueline Perez Jaime Santangelo Jennifer 

Haddad Laurianne Saniuk Maliyah Tan Robin Wright Heng Cheong Wong 

 Request for change from revoked to expired status for Kerri Poli 

 Eyeglass Frames correspondence from M. Bregman 

 

 


