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Chan 171 ^^ ^'^^ ^*-* SUPPLY the centre village of LEICESTER WITH
-'- ' WATER.

Be it e7iacted, etc. , as folloivs :

Water supply Section 1. The inhabitants of the centre viHage of

village of Leicester liable to taxation in the town of Leicester in the
Leicester.

countj of Worccstcr and residing within the territory en-

closed by the following boundary lines, to wit : — Begin-

ning at a stone monument set in the ground on the south

side of Main street numbered twenty-eight, which bears

north sixty-eight and three-fourths degrees east from the

northeast corner of the Catholic church, and is sixty-four

and six-tenths feet distant therefrom ; thence running in

a straight line due south one hundred and sixty rods to a

point ; thence running in a straight line westerly about

four hundred and twent^^-five rods to a point which is one

hundred and sixty rods due south of monument numbered
forty-two, set in the ground on the south side of Main
street, opposite the house of Henry Graft"; thence running

due north in a straight line intersecting said monument
numbered forty-two, three hundred and twenty rods to a

point ; thence running in a straight line easterly about

four hundred and twentj^-five rods to a point which is one

hundred and sixty rods due north of said monument num-
bered twenty-eight ; thence running due south in a straight

line one hundred and sixt}^ rods to the place of beginning,

Leicester Water shall coustitutc a watcr district, and are made a body

fn''co?por?ted"''* Corporate by the name of the Leicester Water Supply
District, for the purpose of supplying themselves with

water for the extinguishment of fires and for domestic,

manufacturing and other purposes, with power to establish

fountains and hydrants, relocate and discontinue the same,

and to take and hold property by purchase or otherwise,

for the purposes mentioned in this act, and to prosecute

and defend in all actions relating to the property and
aftairs of the district.

May take waters Section 2. Said Water supply district, for the pur-

broo'k ill Leices- poses aforcsald, may take by purchase or otherwise and

bmokSnPax-
^ hold tlic watcrs of Rawson brook in said district, or any

'""• or all of the waters of Kettle brook in the town of Paxton,

at any point exceeding one mile north of the Worcester
and Paxton road : provided, however, that the water taken

from said Kettle brook by authority of this act, otherwise

than by purchase, shall not exceed the average daily
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quantity of two hundred thousand gAlIons, said quantity

to be dctcnnincd by a meter ; or the waters of any springs

or other water sources, on the water sheds of said brooks

above the one mile limit above detined, with the water

rights and water sources connected therewith, and may May uoui liuui.-..

also take, by purchase or otherwise, and hold all lands, BtruVti"iraq.n--

rights of way and easements in the towns of Leicester and ''"'^'*' ''^''•

Paxton necessary for laying, constructing and maintaining

aqueducts, reservoirs, storage basins, dams and such other

works as may be deemed necessary or proper for collect-

ing, purifying, storing, discharging, conducting and dis-

tributing said waters to said inhabitants ; and may erect

upon the land thus taken and held proper dams, buildings,

tixtures and other structures, and may make excavations,

procure and operate machinery, and provide such other

means and appliances as may be necessary for the establish-

ment and maintenance of complete and etFective water

works; and may construct and lay down conduits, pipes May lay do

and other works under or over any lands, water courses

or pu])lic or private ways, and along any such ways in

such manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the same
;

and for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and
repairing such conduits, pipes and other works, and for

all proper purposes of this act, said water supply district

may dig up any such lands, and, subject to the direction

of the selectmen of the town in which such ways are

situated, may enter upon and dig up any such ways in

such manner as to cause the least hindrance to public

travel thereon.

Section 3. Said Leicester water supply district shall, ^,
'^."f,"'

j'°"^.

within sixty days after the taking of any lands, rights of taken, to lic rp-

, i.
• ^ 1. J. J corded in the

way, waters, water rights, water sources or easements, as registry of

aforesaid, otherwise than by purchase, file and cause to
^'^'''^'''

be recorded in the office of the registry of deeds for the

Worcester district in the county of Worcester a descrip-

tion thereof sufficiently accurate for identification with a

statement of the purposes for which the same were taken,

signed by the water commissioners hereinafter provided
for.

Sectiox 4. Said Leicester water supply district shall T/iabiiity for

pay all damages sustained by any persons or corporations

in their property by the taking of any lands, rights of

way, waters, water rights, water sources or easements, or

any other thing done by said district under the authority



130 1888.— Chapter 171.

Damages. of tliis act. Aiiv pei'son Sustaining damages as aforesaid

under this act, who fails to agree with said district as to

the amount of his damages, may have them assessed and
determined in the manner provided by law when land is

taken for the laying out of highways, on application at

any time within two years from the taking of such land

or other property or the doing of any other injury under
the authority of this act; but no such api:)lication shall be
made after the expiration of two years. No application

for the assessment of damages shall be made for the taking

of any water, water rights or water sources, or for any
injury thereto until the water is actually withdrawn or

diverted l)y said district under the authority of this act.

iVacirfor^sup"' Section 5. Said district may make such contracts
plying water,

^ivith. individuals, corporatious, and the town of Leicester

for supplying water as may be agreed upon, and may
extend its pipes for that purpose subject to the direction

of the selectmen of the town of Leicester, through the

streets and highways of said town lying outside the cor-

porate limits of said district.

t'tiruSu^"^ Section 6. The first meeting of said district shall be
called on petition of ten or more legal voters therein to

and by a warrant from the selectmen of the town of

Leicester directed to one of the petitioners requiring him
to give notice of the meeting by posting copies ot said

warrant in three or more public places in said district,

seven days at least before the time of said meeting. One
of the selectmen shall preside at said meeting until a clerk

is chosen and sworn ; the clerk shall then preside until a
Subject to ac- moderator is chosen. After the choice of a moderator
ceptanee l)y a , /• i c i •

two thirds vote, the qucstion or the acceptance of this act shall be sub-

mitted to the voters, and if it shall be accepted l)y a two-
thirds vote of the voters present and voting thereon, it

shall go into effect, and the meeting may proceed to act

on the other articles contained in the warrant.

fomm\°/ioner"
Section 7. Said Leicester Water supply district shall,

to be elected, aftcr its acccptauce of this act, at a legal meeting called

for the purpose elect by ballot three persons to hold

office, one until the expiration of three years, one until

the expiration of two years, and one until the expiration

of one year from said meeting, to constitute a board of

water commissioners ; and at each annual meeting there-

after one such commissioner shall be elected by ballot for

the term of three years. All the authority granted to
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said district by this act, and not otherwise specifically

provided for, shall be vested in said board of water com-
missioners, who shall be subject however to such instruc-

tions, rules and regulations as said district may impose by
its vote. Said commissioners shall be trustees of the coramisBK ners

. , . /• 1 1
• • 1 1 /• 1 • -J i- . 1 to be trustees

sinking lund lierein provided tor, and a majority ot said of the eiuking

commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
^""'*'

action of business relative both to the water works and
the sinking fund. Any vacancy occurring in said board
from any cause may be filled for the remainder of the

unexpired term by said district at any legal meeting called

for the purpose. No money shall be drawn from the

district treasury on account of said water works, except

by a written order of said commissioners or a majority of

them. Said commissioners shall annually make a full To make annual
.,-,.. . .. !• t

•
-I

• 1 I'eport to the

report to said district in writing ot their doings and diBtiict.

expenditures. Said district shall also at a legal meeting
called for the purpose elect by ballot a district clerk and
treasurer to hold office for the term of one year and until

their successors are chosen and qualified in their stead.

Section 8. For the purpose of pa vino; all expenses i>eiceeter Water
.*~^ 7 Sut>i)lv District

and liabilities incurred under the provisions of this act. Loan, not to cx-

said district may issue bonds, notes or scrip, from time to
*=««'' *'^'°*^''-

time, signed by the treasurer and countersigned by the

chairman of the water commissioners of said district, to

be denominated on the face thereof Leicester Water Sup-
ply District Loan, to an amount not exceeding seventy-

five thousand dollars, payable at periods not exceed-
ing thirty years from elate of issue and bearing interest

payable semi-annually at a rate not exceeding six per

centum per annum. And said district may sell said

securities at public or private sale at not less than par, or

pledge the same for money borrowed for the purposes of

this act, upon such terms and conditions as it may deem
proper. Said district shall pay the interest on said loan

as it accrues, and shall provide for the pa^'ment of said

principal at maturity by establishing at the time of con-

tracting said debt a sinking fund, or from year to year by
such proportionate payments as will extinguish the same
within the time prescribed by this act. In case said dis-

v'°'^'°?,,["h'!,'""

trict shall decide to establish a sinking fund it shall

contribute thereto annually a sum sufficient Avith its

accumulations to pay the principal of said loan at maturity ;

and said sinking fund shall remain inviolate and pledged
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to the payment of said debt, and shall be used for no other

purpose. If said district shall decide to pay the principal

of said loan by instalments, such amounts as may be

necessary to make such payments shall, without further

vote of said district, l)e raised annually by taxation in the

same way as money is raised for other district expenses.

Section 9. Said district shall raise annually by taxa-

tion a sum which with the income derived from the sale

of water shall be sufficient to pay the current annual

expenses of operating its water works and the interest

accruing on the bonds and notes issued by said district,

together with such payments of the principal as may be

required under the provisions of this act. Said district

is further authorized by a two-thirds vote of the voters of

said district present and voting at a legal meeting called

for the purpose, to raise by taxation any sum of money
for the purpose of enlarging or extending its water works

and providing additional appliances and fixtures connected

therewith, not exceeding three thousand dollars in any
one year.

Section 10. Whenever a tax is duly voted by said

district for the purposes of this act, the district clerk shall

deliver a certilied copy of said vote to the assessors of

the town of Leicester, Avho shall proceed within thirty

days to assess the same in the same manner in all respects

as town taxes are required l)y law to be assessed. The
assessment shall be committed to the town collector who
shall collect said tax in the same manner as is provided

for the collection of town taxes, and shall deposit the

proceeds thereof with the district treasurer for the use

and benelit of said district. Said district may collect

interest on taxes when overdue in the same manner as

interest is authorized to be collected on town taxes : pro-

vided, said district at the time of voting to raise a tax

shall so determine, and shall also fix a time for payment
thereof.

Section 11. Said district may adopt by-laws prescrib-

ing by whom and how meetings may be called and notified
;

but meetings raa}'^ also be called on application of ten or

more legal voters in said district to and by warrant from

the selectmen of the town of Leicester, on such notice as

may be prescribed in said warrant. Said district may
also provide rules and regulations for the management of

its water works, not inconsistent with this act or the laws
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of this Common weiilth, and may choose such other officers

not provided for in this act as it may deem necessary and
proper.

Section 12. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts, Penalty for wu.

pollutes or diverts any of the waters taken under this act, or diverting

or wilfully or wantonly injures any dam, reservoir, aque-
'"^^^'

duct, conduit, pipe or other property owned or used by
said district for the purposes of this act, shall forfeit and
pay to said district three times the amount of damages
assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort

;

and upon conviction of either of the above acts, shall be

punished by a line not exceeding one hundred dollars or

by imprisonment not exceeding six months.
Sectiox 13. The said town of Leicester shall have the '^'o^n maytuke

right at any time to take, by i)urchase or otherwise, the property.'

franchise, corporate property and all the rights and privi-

leges of said district on payment to said district of the

total cost of its franchise, Avorks and property of any
kind, held under the provisions of this act, including in

such cost interest on each expenditure from its date to the

date of taking, as hereinafter provided, at the rate of

seven per centum per annum. If the cost of maintaining

and operating the works of said district shall exceed in

any year the income derived from said works for that

year, then such excess shall be added to the total cost

;

and if the income derived from Said works exceeds in any
year the cost of maintaining and operating said works for

that year, then such excess shall be deducted from the

total cost. Said town, on taking as herein provided the Town to assume

property of said district, shall assume all of its outstand- obiigarions.'"^

ing obligations including the bonds authorized by this act,

and the amount thus assumed shall be deducted from the

total amount to be paid by said town to said district. In Town and dis-

ease said town and district are unalile to agree upon the -.i^veeTsl^. S.

amount of the total cost of the franchise, corporate prop- Ihe^matteHn

erty, rights and privileges of said district, then, u})on a 'I'sp"^*'"-

suit in equity by said town the supreme judicial court

shall ascertain and fix such total cost under the foresroino;

provisions of this act, and enforce the right of said town
to take possession of such franchise, property, rights and
privileges upon payment of such cost to said district.

This authority to take said franchise and jiroperty is

granted on condition that the taking is assented to by said

town by a two-thirds vote of the voters of said town
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present and votinc: thereon at an annual meeting- or any
other meetinir Icgalh^ called for that purpose. Said town,
upon the taking herein provided for, shall be entitled to

all the rights and privileges granted to, and shall be sub-

ject to all the duties and liabilities imposed upon said

district by this act and the laws of this Commonwealth.
Upon the taking herein provided for in this section, all

the provisions of this act relating to the election, powers
and duties of a board of water commissioners, the issue

of bonds, notes and scrip, the establishment of a sinking

fund and provisions for the payment of said bonds, notes

and scrip by instalments, shall be applicable to said town :

Leicester Water ^,-o^i/(^/e(/^ ho7cever, that Said bonds, notes and scrip shall

be denominated on the face thereof Leicester AVater Loan,
instead of " Leicester Water Supply Dij^trict Loan", and
shall be countersigned l)y the town treasurer.

Subject to ac Section 14. This act shall take efl'ect upon its passage,

u^^'tMr'tiB^fote. but sliall bccomc void unless accepted by a two-thirds

vote of the voters of said district present and voting

thereon at any legal meeting called for the purpose within

three years from its passage ; but the number of meetings
so called in any year shall not exceed three.

Approved March 29, 1SS8.

Chap.172 An Act permitting the establishment of a fike district in

the town of stockbridge.

Be it enacted, etc., as foUoivs

:

Fire district Section 1. A fire disti'ict maybe established in the

Hsh'ed'inVto'ck towu of Stockbiidgc to iucludc all the territory within the
bridge. following limits, that is to say : Beginning in the centre

of the Housatonic river, where the JNlarkham broolv empties
into the same ; thence northerly to a large elm tree on the

easterly bank of said l)rook, twenty feet northerly of the

north bank of said ri^er ; thence south seventy degrees

east one thousand six hundred and seventy and one-half

feet to or near the easterly line of Church street,

at an elm tree ; thence south forty-seven degrees east

six thousand nine hundred and fifty-eight feet to the

saw-mill brook of S. AY. Comstock, striking the north-east

corner of said Comstock's tenant house near said brook
;

thence down said brook four hundred and thirty feet

more or less, to the middle of said Housatonic river

;

thence down the thread or middle of said river to the

place of beginning.


