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REPORTS. 

REPORT OF THE COM. ON ORNAMENTAL GARDENING, 

FoR THE YEAR 1860. 

BY JAMES F. C. HYDE, SECRETARY. 

THE Committee on Ornamental Gardening, in the discharge of their 
duties, have visited a greater number of places during the season than the 
Committee of previous years. In every case, they were kind]y received 
and generously entertained. Though the duties have been greater this 
year, and as a natural consequence required a greater amount of time, yet 
,ve feel that the time has been well spent, and we sincerely hope it will not 
be without its advantages to the Society. 

WOODLAWN CEMETERY. 

On the twenty-first day of June, we visited this charming spot-conse
crated to the sacred purpose of a rural cemetery. H. \V. Fuller, Esq., 
Treasurer, who has been very active, and, it may be said, the originator of 
the whole thing, was with us, and explained the condition of the grounds 
when they were first purchased, and gave an account of the many improve
ments that have taken place, with many other facts that were quite interest
ing to us all. Everything in and around the spot is kept in a very neat and 
tasteful manner. We noticed many plants of that beautiful and too much 
neglected shrub, Kalmia latifolia, the most perfect we had ever seen. 
Plants of the rhododendron, and a great variety of shrubs and trees, all 
presenting a very thrifty appearance. VVe were fully satisfied that this was 
one of the most desirable spots that could be found about Boston for such 
a purpose. The gateway, designed by that excellent artist, Hammatt Bil
lings, gives one a very favorable impression as he approaches the grounds; 
and after he has entered, beautiful evergreens and other trees will attract 
his attention. The originators of this project have great reason to con
gratulate themselves on the success of their enterprise, and, we doubt not, 
they will find themselves amply repaid for all the pains they have taken. 
\Ve would have given a more extended and minute account of this de
lightful place, if the material had been furnished as desired. 

ORCHARD-HOUSE OF MR. G. G. HUBBARD. 

The next visit, which was made on the twenty-eighth day of June, was 
to the orchard house of .Mr. Hubbard, at Cambridge. This is the only 
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house of the kind in Massachusetts. It is a very neat structure, of the 
following dimensions: length, one hundred and fifteen feet; width, seven
teen feet; height of back wall, eleven feet; height of front wall, six and 
one half feet; front sash, two by four feet, movable; back sash, three by 
four feet. There is a walk three and one h'alf feet wide, which runs round 
the inside by the wall, and the bed in the centre is filled with beach gravel, 
and on this are placed the tubs containing trees-one hundred and fifty in 
all. At the time the Committee were there, the cherries werr ripe; but 
the other fruits, such as pears, grapes, peaches, nectarines, &c., were green, 
but in a statP. of forwardness, and presenting a very promising and satis
factory appearance. The chairman of the Committee visited the place at 
a later period, and saw the peaches when fully ripe. He was very much 
pleased, both with the appearance and flavor of that fruit. The question 
was asked by our Committee, How much earlier the fruit would ripen in 
the house ?-a question which could not be fully answered at that time, but 
the subsequent experience of Mr. Hubbard has satisfied him that on the 
early pears there is a gain of about ten days, and about a month on later 
pears. All the fruit ripened earlier than the same kind out doors. The 
peaches and apricots were very beautiful, and of fine flavor. The necta
rines were poor, and badly cracked. The later peaches were of better 
flavor than those first ripe. 

The experience of Mr. Hubbard, and obt=:ervations of the Committee, 
seem to justify them in saying, that the orchard house seems to be best 
suited to the growing of fine peaches, and for the fruit thus grown high 
prices may be obtained. Mr. Hubbard deserves great credit for what he 
ha-s clone in this department of horticulture, and the Society, no doubt, feel 
a great interest in the succes;; of the enterprise. Time alone will enable 
the Society and the public to form a correct opinion in regard to the profit
ableness of this kind of culture. 

'l'he Committee cannot close their notice of this place, without doing 
justice to Mr. \Valsh, who has had the entire charge of the orchard-house. 
He has done all that it was possible for a man to do, and has raised very 
fine fruit, and exhibited it at the rooms of the Society. He certainly 
deserves, and should receive, the thanks of every friend of horticulture. 

MOUNT AUBURN CEME�TERY. 
Th,! next visit made by your Committee was to this well-known and 

beautiful resting-place of the dead. The day was cool for the season, and 
very favorable for the purposes of your Committee. Though the Society 
have a large pecuniary interest in this cemetery, it is the first time the 
Garden Committee have visited it officially. 

Some hour or two was spent in riding and walking about the grounds, 
with the trustees and invited guests. In the chapel we f9und the statues 
of John Adams, John Hancock, John \Vinthrop, and Judge Story-beau
tiful and valuable additions to tho attractions of this noble temple. Seldom 
are we permitted to behold works of art more beautiful than these-the 
productions of a Cra�ford, a Greenough, and a Rogers. These alone well 
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repay the visitor for his trouble in coming to this place. The reservoir, 
which is of great capacity, was examined. It has been constructed the 
past season on l\Iount Anburn, near the observatory or tower, and is de
signed to hold the water pumped up by stationary engines, for the purpose 
of supplying fountains that are to be erected next season. Arrangements 
are being made to put in a number of catacomb tombs another season. 
Several tombs of the most approved style have been erected the past sea
son, 11nder the direction of the excellent and efficient superintendent, Mr. 
Mann. 

\Vhatever may be said of the attractions and advantages of other ceme
teries around Boston, we think it is safe to say that there is not probably 
in the world a cemetery that is in all respects equal to l\Iount Auburn. It 
has a peculiar charm in the gently undulating surface, hill and dale, its 
beautiful trees and shrubs, its well-kept roads and paths. And when the 
sad and weary mourner withdraws himself from the busy scenes of the 
ndjacent city to visit the grave of some near and dear friend, who, having 
bravely fought the battle of life, has found a resting-place beneath the 
solemn shades of l\lount Auburn, what thoughts are suggested by the 
scene around him! Though the busy hum of labor just reaches his car, 
yet here all is peace and rest. 

"Sweet Auhurn ! mid thy soo1hi11g shades 
And verdurous lanes, how dear to walk; 

Of other scenes, and parlt>d years, 
And friends, to hold familiar talk." 

Your Committee expressed themselves delighted with the fine appearance 
of the gro11nds, and everyth:ng connected therewith. A]) that is done 
seems to be well done. The place is one of great attractions, and is visited 
and admired by thousands every season, not only from different parts of our 
own land, but by strangers. The cemetery where reposes the dust of our 
dearest friPnds is no longer a place to be feared and avoided, but an at
tractive spot. Let this feeling be encouraged and strengthened, that we 
may lose all the superstitious feelings we may have in regard to burying 
grounds and cemeteries. 

Your Committee, after being kindly entertained at the house of the super
intendent, left for their several homes, we trust wiser and better men for 
their visit to Mount Auburn. 

l\IR. WILLIAM BACON'S PEAR ORCHARD. 
On the ninth day of August, the Committee visited the well-known pear 

orchard of l\lr. Bacon, at Roxbury. \Ve found him in his garden, where' 
he is always to be.found when the weather will permit, such is his love for 
his trees, which seem to be his only pets. l\lr. Bacon's orchard is situated 
on what was once low, marsh land, which has been filled up and prepared 
for the trees. A great quantity of spent tan has been used, to render the 
soil light and friable. There is an enclosure, of about two acres, on which 
stands a great number of trees. All iseem to be very thrifty and healthy, 
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producing large crops of fine fruit. There is not, perhaps, a more success
ful pear grower in this vicinity, or one who takes greater interest in the 
cause, than our aged and respected friend. 

MR. MARTIN TRAUTMAN'S GARDEN AND GREENHOUSES. 

After leaving Mr. Bacon's place, your Committee visited the garden of 
Mr. Trautman, and, though we were not fortunate enough to find the owner 
at home, yet we spent some time in an examination of the fine dahlias, 
hollyhocks, and other flowers which were growing in great luxuriance. 
The petunia has received considerable attention here, and many fine double 
sorts have been produced. Mr. Trautman is a successful grower. 

MR. AZELL BOWDITCH'S GARDEN. 

The next place visited was that of Mr. Azell Bowditch, which, though 
newer than most other places your Committee have visited, yet presented 
a fine appearance. The grounds are well laid out, and seem to be profit
ably managed. \Ve saw here fine specimens of the American weeping 
willow, a tree admired by many. Mr. Bowditch has two fine greenhouses. 
Many excellent specimen ornamental trees were here seen. 

MR. WILLIAM WALES' GREENHOUSES. 

A short drive brought us to the greenhouse of one of the most successful 
growers in this neighborhood. At this place azaleas have received special 
attention-he having taken many premiums at the exhibitions of the So
ciety. Here the new weeping Norway spruce may be seen, and a beautiful 
object it is. When it is offered for sale, as we understand it soon will be, 
it will be eagerly sought after to plant on lawns. This is truly one of the 
best weepers we have ever seen. We saw here a fine crop of grapes, which 
were grown in a cheaply constructed house. \Ve left with the impression 
that what was done at this establishment was with a wise reference to 
economy. 

GARDEN AND GREENHOUSES OF MESSRS. BARNES AND 
WASHBURN. 

The grounds of these well-known and successf ?1 florists are situated in 
Dorchester. When the Committee were there, the display of new dahlias 
and phloxes were particularly fine, and worthy of mention. This enter
prising firm have taken the lead in these two species, while they have not 
been a whit behind the most wide awake of their competitors in other 
respects. New varieties are imported every year, sometimes at great ex
pense, to satisfy the increasing demand for new things in the floral king
dom. Though the day was somewhat unfavorable,-there having been a 
very heavy rain the day previous,-yet your Committee were well pleased 
with their visit, both to the garden and the greenhouses, though in the latter 
there were not those attractions that may be found at other seasons of the 
year. 
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THE NURSERY AND GARDEN OF THE CHAIRMAN OF OUR 
COMMITTEE, HON. SAMUEL WALKER. 

The day being far spent, the Committee accepted a very kind invitation 
from their Chairman to stop and take dinner with him. It is necessary only 
to say, that nothing was wanting on his part to make our visit a pleasant 
one. After having done full justice to the entertainment, the Committee 
visited several nurseries of Mr. Walker, situated in Roxbury and Dor
chester. These grounds are mostly covered with pear trees, grown for 
sale. There were many thousand trees, and as good ones, taken together, 
as we were ever permitted to see-well formed, vigorous, and of the best 
sorts. This collection, so far as we know, is unsurpassed in this State. 

The soil of Roxbury seems particularly well adapted, not only to growing 
pears, but to growing pear trees. Land was shown us from which several 
crops of trees had been taken, and those now growing on the same land are 
in a very thriving condition. l\Jr. McDermott, now a partner of Mr. \Valker, 
has had the management of the nurseries in a great measure, and much 
credit is due to him for the skill displayed in producing such fine trees. 

After an hour or two so pleasantly spent, a part of the Committee visited 
the 

GREENHOUSE OF JAMES NUGENT, 

at Jamaica Plains. l\lr. Nugent is a constant contributor at the rooms of 
the Society, and in addition to fine bouquets and cut flowers, shows the 
largest and best blackberries that are seen. \Vhat he does he does well, 
and we hope and believe he is amply rewarded. His place, though not 
extensive, is well worth a visit; and it gives the Committee great pleasure 
to say that their stay, though of necessity limited, was nevertheless very 
pleasant and profitable. 

The last place visited that day was the 

GREENHOUSE OF .MR. JAMES McTEAR. 

This is a new place, and for that reason, perhaps, it could not be expected 
that so good a show would be made. l\Ir. l\IcTear is a very successful 
grower, especially of heaths-a tribe of plants that are difficult to grow to 
perfection. 

Respectfully submitted for the Committee, 

JAMES F. C. HYDE, Secretary. 

The Committee award the following premiums and gratuities;-
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PREMIUMS AND GRATUITIES AWARDED BY THE GARDEN 
COMMITTEE. 

To Mount Auburn Cemetery, for the good taste, neatness, and skill 
in every department, the first prize of 

To Woodlawn Cemetery, second prize of 
To Gardner G. Hubbard, Esq., for orchard-house, a gratuity of . 
To Messrs. Walker & Co., for best cultivated and neatly kept 

garden and nursery, a gratuity of 
To Mr. A. C. Bowditch, for garden and greenhouses, a gratuity of 
To M. Trautman, for flower garden and greenhouses, a gratuity 

of 
To Mr. \Villiam Wales, for neatly kept grounds and greenhouses, 

a gratuity of . 
To Messrs. Barnes & Washburn, for neatly kept flower garden 

and greenhouses, a gratuity of 
To Mr. James Nugent, for greenhouse and garden, a gratuity of 
To Mr. William Bacon, for a neatly kept and well cultivated fruit 

garden, a gratuity of 
To Mr. James McTear, for greenhouse, a gratuity of 

$20 00 
10 00 
15 00 

20 00 
10 00 

JO 00 

10 00 

10 00 
JO 00 

10 00 
10 00 

$135 00 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FLOWERS, 

FoR THE YEAR 1860. 

BY EDWARD S. RAND, JR., CHAIRMAN. 

The past season has been remarkably favorable for the production of 
flowers, and never have the exhibitions of the Society been of so high a 
character, or so well maintained. 

ln reviewing the progress we have made, there is much to lead us to 
high hopes for the future, and to incite us to more earnest effort. In size 
our weekly exhibitions have often only been limited by the capacity of our 
hall; and in the quality and rarity of the displays, no year has been superior 
to that just past. The first exhibitions of the season were very sm3ll, and 
during the months previous to the first of May, we had little worthy of 
special notice. After the sale of our old hall, and before we removed to 
our ne,v and very commodious quarters, we had no place where flowers 
C<'uld be displayed to advantage, consequently the shows of winter blooming 
plants were smaller than on previous years. The number of contributors 
during the past season has increased; while some have fallen off, new ex
hibitors have come forward, so that the places left vacant are more than filled. 

The first exhibition was on Saturday, February 18th. 
\Villiam Wales, Dorchester: Fine azaleas, in profuse bloom and good 

specimens. 
Gustave Evers, Brighton: A fine show of cut flowers, and some good 

camellias; also a new tender rose, unnamed. 
Saturday, .March 3d. Antane Apple, Cambridge: A fine new azalea

General Baumgarcher-and a good specimen of Erica caffra alba. 
Gustave Evers: A plant of variegated leaved daisy; quite a novelty, and 

very pretty. 
Saturday, l\f ay 5th. William C. Strong, Brighton: A seedling pelargo

nium, very pretty, of bushy habit, and good bloomer. 
The annual spring exhibition began on Tuesday, l\Iay 22d, and continued 

till Saturday, the 26th instant. Never have we had a finer display of choice· 
greenhouse plants, and never have the plants been more tastefully arranged. 
The new variegated plants were conspicuous, and very numerous in all of 
the prize collections. Though many of our largest cultivators did not con
tribute to the exhibition, the hall was well filled, and all the displays were 
creditable. 

By far the finest display of rare plants, and the greatest variety, was in 
the collection of William T. Merrifield, of \Vorcester. This collection 
consisted almost entirely of variegated leaved plants and lycopodiums. \Ve 
especially noticed Begonias rex, Madam \Vagner, Zanthina, Zanthina 
Reichenhaimii, splendida argentea, Plectranthus concolor pictus, Croton 
tricolor and variegatum, Dieffenbachia maculata, Caladium bicolor, pic
turatum, atropurpurea, poecile, pictum, and Chantinii, Maranta alba 
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lineata, Dracena ferrea and terminalis, Hoya variegata, a variegated leaved 
Dioscorea, and many other new plants. Among ferns and lycopods, 
Adiantum capillus veneris, Davillea bullata, Gymnogramma chrysophylla 
and sulphurea, Selaginella coesia, coesia arborea, circinalis, densa, Wil
denovii, lepidophylla, denticulata. There were no fine specimen plants in 
this collection; all were small, but in vigo1 of growth and freshness of foli
age, as well as in form and culture, they were not equalled by any collec
tion displayed. 

The show made by Messrs. Evers and Comley was excellent, and very 
creditable. They excelled chiefly in ferns and begonias, both of which 
classes of plants were well grown and in good health. 

A description of some of the rare plants exhibited may not be amiss. 
In Mr. Merrifield's collection we notice, as before said,-
Caladiwn Chantini.-A lovely plant, belonging to the Arum family, and 

remarkable for the beauty of its leaves. The foliage is of the most vivid 
green, beautifully blotched with red and white. No words can well describe 
this beautiful plant. As yet it is rare in Europe. and is in the possession 
of but few in this country. The shape of the le1ves somewhat resembles 
that of the common calla lily, though more rounding. It is a stove plant, 
requiring a high temperature to develop the markings of the foliage. 

Caladium marmoratum.-In growth like the above. Foliage dark green, 
marbled with white. A strong-growing and desirable variety. Like the 
last, a stove plant. 

Caladimn bicolor picturatum.-A very handsome variety. Foliage dark 
green, spotted with white; habit of plant very graceful. 

Caladium atro purpureum.-A strong-growing variety, with dark green 
leaves and stalk, and leaf veins dark purple, making it a very showy plant 
in a collection. 

The flowers of all the plants above mentioned are comparatively in
significant, the plant being cultivated for the beauty of its foliage. As a 
general rule, we find the flowers of variegated leaved plants are inferior. 

Hoya variegata.-All our readers know the common, but not less beautiful 
wax plant; here we have a variety with variegated leaves, which is a 
charming addition. 

Gymnogramma chrysophylla, or golden fern; a beautiful species-the 
young fronds being covered with golden powder. There is also G. Peru
viana, of which the fronds are covered with silver powder; whence its 
name, Silver fern, which has, we believe, never been exhibited. 

Lycopodium densmn.-A lovely little plant, which a hasty observer would 
fail to notice. Its little fronds are most delicate and beautiful. 

Dieffmbachia picta.-A tall-growing plant, with reedy foliage, richly 
marked with white. Its native locality is the hot reeking swamps of the 
Amazon, so the more water and heat we supply the better we succeed in 
its culture. 

Alaranta lineata alba.-A species of the plant producing the arrow root 
of commerce. Leaves long and stiff, beautifully veined with lines of pure 
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white. There is a variety called Rubra lineata, which was lost from our 
collection a few years since. 

Echites picta.-A climber, with long, narrow leaves, veir.ed with white . 
.llrwn bicolor.-A beautiful species, having arrow-shaped leaves, the 

centre of which is deeply colored with dark red. It is a strikingly beautiful 
plant, of easy culture. 

We must, with regret, turn from this collection, in which, though it 
contained more than fifty plants, we failed to discover any not worthy of 
extended notice. 

Of pelargo11inms, or "geraniums," as they are improperly called, by far 
the finest plants were exhibited by William C. Strong, of Brighton; though 
for perfection of bloom those shown by Messrs. Hovey excelled. l\Ir. Strong 
received the first prize, both for tl.e show and fancy varieties. A beautiful 
little seedling, of the "fragrant fancy" class, named Nelly Bly, was also 
shown by Mr. Strong. It is a little gem; color, white, beautifully marked 
with dark, and of neat growth and foliage . 
• It would be a wrong to leave l\Jr. Strong's collection without mentioning
his gloxinias, which were in superb bloom. This summer flowering bulb
is of the easiest culture in a greenhouse, and no one having the means of
growing it should be without it. A plant two years old will give more
hloom during the summer than any plant one can procure; and the colors
are so various as of themselves to form a bouquet. ,v e give the names
of those exhibited by l\lr. Strong, all of which are superior: Sir Hugo,
Erecta rex, Heliodorus, Beatrice d'Este, Guido Reni.

,v e next come to the fine collection of Messrs. Evers and Comley, which 
contained some of the finest plants exhibited. 

Begonia zanthina gandavensis.-A very pretty variety, with dark nerved 
leaves. 

Begonia rex.-A fine specimen of this fine foliaged variety. 
Begonia Queen of England.-A lovely variety. Leaves large, dark 

green, with broad silver band. This plant should have the full sunlight to 
be seen in perfection. 

Begonia zanthina Reichenhaimii.-A variety with leaves of silver purple 
on the upper side, dark reddish purple below ; by far the best of the 
varieties of zanthina. 

Bfgonia .7lladam Jl'agner.-A pretty and very free-growing variety, with 
leaves dark red on the unde,· side and silvery above. 

Begonia grandis.-A very large-growing variety, with dark green and 
silvery leaves, covered with long red hairs. A showy plant. 

\Ve have mentioned a few of the fine begonias exhibited. The plant is 
one of the easiest culture, and some of the varieties should be in every 
greenhouse. Those with variegated foliage generally require more heat 
than the other varieties, but all are grown with great ease, and, with plenty 
of pot room, bloom freely. 

Grevillea robusta.-A handsome plant, with delicate foliage. 
Tillansia splendens.-A curious plant, resembling the crown of a pine-
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apple; the leaves striped with black purple and green. It is impatient of 
water, like all of its family, and is often kille,1 by too mnch moisture. 

Dracena gracilis.-A pretty variety of the dragon tree, with narrow 
drooping ]Paves, dark green, slightly edged with pink. 

Thyrsacantlms rutila11s.-A fine specimen, hanging with its showy crim
son flowers . 

.Maranta regalis.-A diminutive plant of this fine new variety. A year 
hence we hope to see it in fine con<lition. 

A splendid collection of ferns, the culture of which has lately become so 
popular in England, came from the same exhibitors. The collection con
tained about forty varieties, very few of which had ever been shown at our 
exhibitions, and attracted mnch attfmtion by their grace and beauty of foli
age, their peculiar fructification and elegance of growth. 

In the collection of Marshall P. Wilder, we notice a well-grown plant 
of Cissus discolor, which attracted g, neral attention ; a pretty plant of 
Rhyncospermum jasminoides, well covered with its fragrant white blossoms; 
a small plant of Pleroma elegans, al ways noticeable for its neat glossy. 
foliage and large purple flowers; and many more common plants, in fine 
bloom. 

The only orchids, or air plants, in the room, with one exceptior., were 
shown by Edward S. Rand . 

. Maxillaria Harrisoni.-Flower luge, white and purple, and delightfully 
fragrant in the morning. 

Lycaste aronwtica.-A large plant, in profuse bloom-the flowers dif
fusing a delightful odor like cinnamon all around. 

William H. Spooner, Jr., exhibited six large verbenaR, well grown, but 
not in profuse bloom. 

A tine plant of the variegated-leaved F'arfugium grande was shown by 
James .Mc Tear. It was one of the first times we had seen the plant in 
bloom. The flower resembles a small sunflower, and is not a recommenda
tion to the plant, which should be moM generally cultivated, as it is of the 
easiest culture, and will grow in the colJ house or in a parlor. It is said 
to be one of the few plants which can withstand the smoke, etc., of London. 
It is now quite common, and can be procured of any gardener. 

\Ve noticed in the collection of Martin Trautman a fine plant of the 
pretty and graceful fern-Adiantum cuneatum; a small plant of 1\Iussandra 
frondosa, conspicuous from its snow-white floral leaves; and a collection 
of the double petunias, in raising which he has been so successful. 

A choice lot of plants came from the varied stores of the Cambridge 
Botanic Garden, among which we may specially mention an Australian 
Swainsonia, bearing clusters of purple and pink pea-shaped flowers; a well 
grown plant of Begonia rex; the curious flowered Passiflora difformis; a 
seedling geranium, rose-scented, having a very fine cut leaf, named Gera
nium dissectum; and a beautiful lot of cut flowers, including passion 
flowers and magnolias in variety. 

A colleclion of some fifty fine plants came from the greenhouses of 
Messrs. Hovey; we specially noticed a fine specimen Azalea Gledstanesii. 
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Oncidium jlexuosum.-The best specimen of this orchid we have ever 
seen. It was in profuse bloom, covered with its pretty flowers, resembling 
butterflies . 

.ZEschyrianllms Boschymrns.-A fine plant, the shoots hanging with the 
crimson flowers protruded from the black sepals. 

Statice Holjordii.-The first time this pretty plant has been exhibited. It 
is well worthy of general introduction. 

Die.ffenbachia maculala.-Sometimes called D. picta. A beautiful plant, 
of which we have spoken above, which should be in every hothouse . 

• ll.ralia reticulala.-A very pretty plant, with graceful drooping long 
leaves. 

Lilium Brownii.-A well-grown plant of this rare and pretty lily. 
Rlwpala corcovadensis.-A beautiful plant, it is said of most elegant foli

age, which has never been shown at our exhibitions. There is an inferior 
variety often sent out under this name, but we have no doubt of the genu
ineness of the plant exhibited. 

It would be wearisome did we attempt to give only a mention of the cut 
flowers exhibited. \Ve cannot, however, neglect the large contribution 
of Joseph Breck, which was not entered for premium, and the choice show 
of Mrs. Benjamin Bruce, of Brookline. \Ve can only mention, Andromeda 
polifolia, Trillium erectnm and grandiflorum, and a variety of native plants, 
with many hardy species from the garden. 

A frame of pressed flowers, shown by A. C. Bowditch, attracted much 
attention by. its neatness ancf the perfect preservation of the colors. 

A pretty little floral design came from J. Egerton. 
Evers·& Comley made a fine show of native plants, and exhibited a new 

double corollaed fuschia-Sir Colin Campbell. 
D. \V. Lincoln, of \Vorcester, some fine blooms of Nymphrea crerulea, 
Mrs. John E. Thayer, fine cut specimens of pelargoniums. 
On Saturday, June 9th, a very firie display of named Iris was made by

,villiam H. Spooner, Jr., and some fine magnolias were shown by John A. 
Kenrick. 

Saturday, June 16th. Another fine display of Iris from \Villiam H. 
Spooner, Jr., and a plant of the new Dia nth us Heddewigii from Messrs. 
Hovey, now first exhibited. It is most valuable as a variety, and from the 
size and number of its flowers must prove attractive, both for the green
house and the border, but we confess it is not a favorite of ours. 

June 23d. A fine specimen of Begonia Madam \Vagner, from Edward 
S. Rand. 

Dianihus Heddewigii, from Martin Trautman. 
A splendid collection of cut flowers, arranged with great taste, from

Messrs. Hovey. 
The annual rose show of the Society opened on the twenty-fifth of June, 

and continued two days. From the fineness of the weather, which had 
been most favorable for the development of the flowera, we had expected a 
remarkably fine display. In this we were disappointed, for the show was 
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only good. There ·were many fine roses, but the display was by no means 
so large, nor were the flowers as fine, as we had good reason to expect. 

The largest and finest display was made by Eliphalet Stone, of Dedham. 
This collection did not compete for the prize, as the flowers were unnamed. 

A fine disp:ay, from Charles Copeland, arrived too late for competition. 
We add a list of the principal exhibitors, with the varieties:-
From \Varren Heustis, Belmont: Roses, Giant de Battelles, .Mrs. Eliot, 

La Reine, Caroline Lancezeney, Triomph de l'Exposition, Four Seasons, 
Barronne Prevost, Perfection, Cardinal Patrizzi, Robert, Caroline de Sansal, 
General Jacquemont, Paul Recoult, Mad's Tradeaux, Rivers, Therese, 
Appert, Place, Rival, Volta, Duchess d'Orleans, Jules .1\1argottin, Alice 
Le Roy. Also, Bourbons, Louise Odier, Reveil l'Arbey, Paxton, George 
Peabody, Casarnie Souchet-a very fine display. 

From G. G. Hubbard, Cambridge: 20 varieties of June roses. Also, col
lection of roses. 

From Evers & Comley, Brighton: 2 large bouquets, 25 Perpetual roses, 
among which were La Reine, Baronne Prevost, General Jacquemont,· Mrs. 
Eliot, Caroline de Sansal, Rivers, Mad. Plantier, Eugene Sue, Due de 
Cambridge (new), Anne de Dusback (new), Prince Albert, Sydonie, l\lad. 
Trudeaux, Duchess of Sutherland, and others-a very fine collection. A ]so, 
cut flowers in variety. 

From James l\lcTear, Roxbury! Fuchsia, Rose of Castile, IO Hardy Per
petual roses, 4 bouquets. 

From Francis Parkman, Jamaica Plain: Hybrid Perpetual roses, Caro
line de Sansal, Preony, General Jacquemont, Baronne Prevost, l\Iemi, Eu
gene Sue, Giant of Battles, Mad. Laffay, Standard of Marengo, ·Duchess 
of Sutherland, l\Irs. Elliot, Napoleon, Comtesse de Belleval, Auguste Mie. 
Also, Mad. Andry, Le Grecceaux, Robin Hood, l\Iarquise de Bocella, 
Preony, Mrs. Elliot, Lady Alice Peel, Comtesse du Shalet. Also, l\ioss, 
Celinda, Blush, Jeanne de Montfort, Luxembourg, l\Iongadore, Cristata
very fine. 

From 1\1. P. \V ilder, Dorchester: Collection of l\loss, Perpetual, and June 
roses; l fine specimen Stephanotus floribundus. 

From James Nugent, Jamaica Plain: Tender roses, Saffrano, Souvenir, 
Undulata, Yellow Tea, Clara Sylvane, Camellia Tea, Odorata, White Tea, 
and others. 

From John A. Kenrick, Newton: Roses, preonies, honeysuckle, tulip 
tree, kalmia, azaleas, weigela, wisteria, &c. l\lagnolia macrophylla. 

From Miss E. 1\1. Harris, Jamaica Plain: Wreath of roses. 
From Hovey & Co., Cambridge : Hardy Perpetual roses, l\Iadam Der

rage, Pius IX, Mathurin Regnier, La Reine, General Jacquemont, Souvenir 
de Leveson Gower, Baronne Prevost, Leon de Combat, Jules l\Iargottin, 
.1\Iadam Vedd, Dr. Marx, Sydonie, Dennis Popen, Prince Albert, Giant of 
Battles, Cornet, Duchess of Sutherland, Souvenir de la Reine Angleterre, 
Souvenir de la Exposition, General Delarge-a fine collection. 

From Charles Copeland, \Vyoming: 183 varieties Perpetual roses; 50 
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varieties June roses; 28 varieties l\Ioss roses; 15 varieties Hybrid Per
petual Moss. 

From A. Apple, Cambridge: 25 varieties Perpetual roses; 15 varieties 
Perpetual roses; 30 varieties June roses ; collection of roses. 

The only pot-plants shown were a very fine specimen of Stephanotus 
floribundus, from Marshall P. Wilder; the new and very beautiful varie
gated fern Pteris argyrea and a Rondaletia sp�ciosa, from Hovey & Co.; 
and a small but very beautiful specimen of the rare variegated-leaved plant, 
Pavetta Bourbonica, from Edward S. Rand. Also, a new fuchsia Rose of 
Castile, by James l\JcTear. 

July 14th. A good collection of pot-plants from Evers & Comley, and 
Hovey & Co. 

July 21st. A seedling carnation, by J. F. C. Hyde, of great substance, 
good form, and marking; by far the best seedling raised in this country 
which has come under onr observation. 

A ngust 11th. The finest and largest balsams we have seen, shown by 
F. Thieler.

August 18th. A fine display of Q,uisqualis sinensis, from Hovey & Co.;
Gesneria splendissima, from Martin Trautman, remarkable for fine foliage; 
Gei::neria Geroltiana, from Evers & Comley, a pretty variety; a fine dis
play of named Phlox and Gladiolus, from Hovey & Co., Wm. H. Spooner, 
Jr., and Barnes & \Vashburn. 

August 25th. Fine roses, from Eliphalet Stone; fine gladiolus, from 
Joseph Breck and Wm. H. Spooner, Jr. 

September 8th. A small plant of Peristeria alata, Espirito sancto, or 
Dove plant of Panama, from Wm. Wheelwright of Newburyport. This is 
the first time this pretty orchid has been shown at our exhibitions; though 
by no means uncommon it is rarely flowered ; a fine display of dwarf 
asters, from Joseph Breck; fine dahlias, from Hovey & Co.; and gladiolus, 
from Wm. H. Spooner, Jr. 

The Annual Exhibition was this year held in the Music Hall, and was a 
decided success. The floral show was far superior to that of past years, in 
both quantity and quality of the flowers and plants. \Ve were no longer 
frightened and horrified at those monstrosities called floral designs, nor was 
the Hall decorated with amaranthine and immortelle crosses, pinned up by 
a hnge rosette in the shape of a large yellow dahlia or marigold. 

Instead, we had quite a number of neat pretty little baskets, showing into 
what dainty contrasts flowers conld be arranged, and what pretty effects 
could be produced by skilful fingers. 

Pot plants were finer than ever bPfore, and conspicuous among them 
were numbers of the new variegated plants, now so popular, and many new 
and rare ferns and lycopods. 

A rich display was made by Messrs. Hovey & Co., who exhibited, for the 
first time, Pteris tricolor, a new variegated fern, very beautiful. 

Evers & Comley made a most beautiful display of choice plants, in
cluding many rare ferns, and large specimen plants. 
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Martin Trautman sent a very varied display of fine plants; none, how
ever, of large size. 

\Vm. T. l\Ierrifield, of Worcester, sent the same plants shown by him at 
the Spring Exhibition, and other rare plants. 

In Hovey & Co.'s collection wa8 a fine plant of the Pampas Grass, (Gy
nerium argentenm.) 

Specimen plants were fine ; and, as never before, none were grown on 
the long-legged beanpole plan, but all were well bushed, pretty well grown 
plants. \Ve especially notice Cyanophyllum magnificum and Assamicum, 
from Hovey & Co.; Stephanotus floribundus and .Marantia fasciata, from 
Evers & Comley; Begonia rex, Erica \Vilmoriana and Maranta zebrina, 
from G. G. Hubbard. 

Bouquets were very poor, and some had to be removed from the table by 
the Committee. It is time some remedy was devised for the practice of 
admitting masses of flowers tied into a bunch and called a bouquet, to AX
hibition, and allowing the owner an admission ticket as a premium for his 
or her want of taste. 

A special prize of five dollars, for the best parlor bouquet, and five dollars 
for the best hand bouquet was offered by a friP-nd of the Society, which 
prizes were awarded at the Annual Exhibition, and the bouquets competing 
were marked by tasteful arrangement, and were all well made and hand
some. 

Of Orchids we had no display worthy of notice. 
Of cut flowers the show was fine; .Messrs. Breck, Hovey, Stone, Barnes 

& \Vashburn, and Copeland were the chief contributors. 
Leaf flowers and fruit of the curious Trichosanthes colubrina were shown 

by Edward S. Rand, Jr., and finer specimens of the fruit, with a large dis
play of native plants, came from the Cambridge Botanic Garden. 

A fine display of Paesiflora quadrangula ris was made by Martin• Traut
man. 

In the collection of Evers & Comley the plants worthy of special notice 
were Dracena gracilis, very pretty; Grevillea rohusta, a plant of nea! and 
fin) habit; Callicoma serratifolia, foliage resembling that of the chestnut 
trP.e, delicate growth; Tillansia splendens, good; Marantia exirniH, fine; 
Jasminum hirsutum, very fragrant and pretty; Latania Bourbonica, a very 
small plant; Begonia grand is, a fine specimen. 

James N ngent: a fine plant of Hydrangea, variegated-leaved, very well 
grown. 

Hovey & Co.: Pteris tricolor, very fine and rare, now first exhibited; 
Pteris argyrea, previously described ; l\laranta pulchella, very pretty ; 
Maranta fasciata, larger than the preceding, and a very handsome varie
gated plant; Caladium Chantinii, very fine; Yucca aloefolia picta, a pretty 
plant; Pandanus javanicns variegatus, very remarkable for its variegated 
leaves; a fine lot of begonias; Gynerium argenteum (Pampas grass); Pan
icum sulcatum. a fine grass. 

Martin Trautman: Rondaletia anomala, a new variety, now first exhibit
ed,-with us it has done well as a bedding plant ; Croton tricolor, al ways 
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pretty; Doodia caudata, fine fern; Adianturn formosum, a fine specimen; 
Caladinm pictnm, fine. 

\Villi am T. l\lerrifield : Arundo donax varium, very pretty; Dioscorea 
zebrina; Aphelandra Roi Leopold, fine; Croton pictum and variegatum, 
always fine; l\Iarantas bicolor, eximia, \Varscewicsii, Liniata alba and 
rosea, all good; Aspedistra elatior foliis variegata; Echites picta, always 
pretty; Farfngium grande; Begonia argentea splendens, and many others; 
Bilbergia acanlis zebrina, curious; Arum bicolor; and a fine display of 
ferns and lycopods. 

Two pretty variegated native plants-Goodyria pubescens and Chemo
phila variegata-were shown by Dennis Murray. Also, a huge specimen 
of the very rare fungus, Sparassis crispa. \Ve learn from good authority 
that this is the first specimen ever discovered in this vicinity. 

A very severe frost, on the night of September 28th, put a sudden stop 
to all floral exhibitions. Nothing has, since then, been shown at the hall 
worthy of notice, if we except a very fine and rare orchid, exhibited Octo
ber 27th, by Edward S. Rand-a good specimen of Crelogyne Wallechiana, 
in profuse bloom. This rare plant has, we believe, never been bloomed or 
exhibited in this vicinity. 

During the past season many of the plants offered for premium have 
possessed points of superior merit; but others ha.ve fallen far below the 
standard, and in many cases, as will be seen by reference to the prize lists, 
the prizes have been withheld. This comse, though exceedingly unpopular 
with exhibitors,-many of whom imagine themselves entitled to a premium 
because they are the only ones competing, though their flowers may be 
very inferior,-should be persistently followed by the Flower Committee, as 
thns only can the standard of excellence be maintained, and poor and in
ferior plants and flowers be excluded from our exhibitions. 

The schedule of prizes offered this past year has proved popular, mainly 
because it appropriated more money, and distributed it more widely. It 
has proved advantageous, because, by offering fixed prizes for each weekly 
exhibition, the hall has always presented an appearance creditable alike to 
the Society and the exhibitors. 

\Ve now pass to the review of the season. 
Camellias have not been exhibited worthy of the prizes, which were 

accordingly withheld. \Vhy is it, that when all our greenhouses are filled 
,tith the finest varieties, we never can have a decent exhibition of camel
lias? If there was no ambition to excel, surely the prize is sufficient pecu
niary inducement. 

Ericas: Not a plant has been shown worthy of notice, if we except one 
from G. G. Hubbard at the annual exhibition. It is a disgrace to our florists 
that these beautiful plants are so neglected. 

Epacris: Some fine kinds were shown by Gustave Evers, but not in 
sufficient numbers to merit the prizes. \Ve know of fine collections of this 
beautiful tribe of plants near Boston. 

Greenhouse azaleas: As on previous years, the best came from \Villiam 
\Vales; still, this year's show was far inferior to those of former years, and 
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the second prize only was a warded. This plant is receiving more attention 
from our gardeners, as it richly deserves. 

Parlor bouquets have, during the season, been entirely neglected ; none 
have been exhibited except at the annual exhibition. Hand bouquets have 
been but little better; few have been shown, and those mostly by James 
Nugent, James McTear, and Martin Trautman, whose bouquets are always 
good. 

Show pelargoniums: Exhibited only by Messrs. Hovey and William C. 
Strong. Those of the former excelled in profusion of bloom ; those of the 
latter in beauty of growth, habit, and form. 

To fancy pelargoniums the same remarks apply. 
Fuchsias have been wholly neglected. Some new varieties, chiefly those 

with double corolla, have been shown. It is doubtful whether this is an 
improvement, and whether we shall ever have a fuchsia which for real 
beauty will excel the old Globosa. 

Calceolarias and cinerarias have not been shown. The same may be 
said of greenhouse verbenas, of which we have seen no new imported 
seedlings which are worthy of mention. The sudden fancy for ferns and 
variegated begonias seems to have taken attention from these formerly 
popular show plants. Half a dozen plants of verbenas were shown at the 
opening exhibition by William H, Spooner, Jr.-well grown, but unfortu
nately not in bl�>0m, requiring some ten days' sun to make them show 
plants. 

Greenhouse plants, as may be gathered from our extended notices, have 
never been better. Great variety and fine specimens have been the fea
tures of our exhibitions. 

Orchids have been seldom exhibited. \Ve have fine collections in the 
vicinity of Boston, but amateurs are unwilling to expose choice and tender 
plants in our changing climate, and to the uncertain care of an exhibition 
hall. These plants should be seen in the hothouse. 

Cut flowers have been unusnally fine. Never has our hall appeared so 
well, never has the quantity been so great, the varieties so numerous, or so 
many rare plants been shown. It would be claiming too much to say we 
have had no poor exhibitions, but we certainly have had none which would 
not be far superior to the best of former years. 

Great credit is due to Joseph Breck for his large and varied exhibitions, 
for which, though they have often held the first rank, he has constantly 
refused to accept either premium or gratuity. 

Den11is Murray has made large displays of native plants, and has shown 
specimens of everything the woods or fields afford. Like King Solomon 
of old, he professes an acquaintance with every plant, "from the cedar tree 
which is in Lebanon, even to the hyssop which g-roweth out of the wall;" 
and we should judge the greater portion of his friends have been on exhi
bition in the bottles of the Society during the past season. Some were 
very rough-locking customers, others very modest and pretty, and all have 
a botanical interest. He has also shown his friends as pressed specimens, 
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on bits of stone, wood, and bark, and in a variety of costumes, too numerous 
to mention. 

The largest contributors of cut flowers have been Hov8y & Co., Antane 
Apple, James McTear, James Nugent, Eliphalet Stone, William C. Strong, 
\Villiam H. Spooner, Jr .. Franklin \Vinship, .Martin Trautman, and, late in 
the season, Barnes & \Vashburn. 

Hyacinths have only been shown in displays of cut flowers. 
Pansies: Nothing new, or any marked improvement. 
Specimen plants have never been finer. 
Tulips: The same old story. Does any one now grow a show tulip:
Hardy azaleas: How is it we never get a good display of this beautiful 

shrub? 
Shrubby preonies: First prize to Marshall P. Wilder, who, having the 

largest plants and the greatest variety, always makes the best display. 
Herbaceous preonies are improving. Some of the new varieties are addi• 

tions, and others are quite as good as the older kinds. 
Pinks: Not one shown for premium. Shall a lack of exhibitors lead us 

to withdraw the prize ? 
Rhododendrons: Only shown in collections of cut flowers. 
Of roses we have spoken in describing the rose show. Tender roses 

have been shown in great variety, and there are some new kinds which 
prom_ise well. Gloire de Dijon holds its own as one of the best,-a mag
nificent flower and a free bloomer. 

Summer phloxes: The blooms were destroyed previous to the exhibition 
by a severe rain storm, and none were shown worthy of the premium. 

Carnations and picotees, though not as fine as last year, were very good. 
The exhibitors were Hovey & Co., Jonathan French, and James Nugent. 

Hollyhocks were very fine. The best were shown by Evers & Comley, 
Hovey & Co., and William H. Spooner, Jr. 

Gloxinias have been neglected, though fine plants of choice varieties 
have been shown by \Villiam C. Strong; and cut flowers of many beautiful 
kinds by Antane Apple. 

Autumn phloxes were shown in variety by Joseph Breck, Hovey & Co, 
Antane Apple, and Barnes & \Vashburn. The quality remains as in pre
vious years. 

Petunias: A fine display by Hovey & Co. and by Martin Trautman. 
The double seedlings of the latter are equal to any of the imported varie
ties, and well worthy of general cultivation. 

Gladiolus, gandavensis and floribundus varieties. The past season has 
witnessed great improvement in this beautiful flower. How little was it 
thought, when the now-seldom-seen Gladiolus natalensis or psittacinus was 
introduced with such a flourish of trumpets and as something wonderful, 
that such perfect flowers, specimens of beauty, could be originated ? 
Choice collections have been displayed by William H. Spooner, Jr., Barnes 
& \Vashburn, Hovey & Co., Joseph Breck, and Antane Apple. 

German asters: Very good, though not as fine as the previous year. In 
some places, the hot, dry weather parched up the flowers. Some pretty 
new varieties have been shown by Joseph Breck. 

2 
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Verbenas have not done remarkably well. The show, however, was 
fair, the trusses good, and blooms large. The only seedling of merit we 
have seen is a blue or rather purple variety, raised by J. F. C. Hyde. \Vhile 
it wants many of the marks of a perfect flower, it has much to recommend 
it. The color is new, the habit good, and it is the most fragrant verbena 
we are acquainted with. It is well worthy of a further trial, 

Dahlias have been less exhibited than formerly, and seem to be slowly 
going out of popular favor. As we predicted two years ago, their place 
will be filled by hollyhocks and gladiolus, of both of which the new varie
ties are magnificent, while the dahlia remains almost in statu quo. The 
flowers exhibited were all good-those of Hovey & Co. excelling in form 
and color, those of Ilarnes & Washburn in size. The prize was awarded 
to the latter under a mistake, and the error discovered when too late to 
alter the award. Size is the last thing to be considered in judging a show 
flower; both form and color take precedence. Some very good blooms 
were exhibited by James Nugent. 

Achimenes have not been exhibited. This flower is of too delicate a 
nature to bear trnnsportation to the exhibition rnom; its proper place is in 
the greenhouse, where alone it can be seen to perfection. 

The success of efforts of the last year should only stimulate us to more 
earnest zeal for the future ; and we trust that while another year may in
troduce to us many Mvelties in the floral, it will not, like the past, be 
marked by a neglect of old and well proved favorites. 

The Committee take pleasure in laying before the Society the following 
articles on floricultnre :-

Introduced Plants, by Charles J. Sprague. 
A few Notes on Orchids, compiled by the Chairman. 

INTRODUCED PLANTS . 

BY CHARLES J. SPRAGUE, 

While busily occupied in the energetic and absorbing attempts which 
we make to increase the size and splendor of our garden and greenhouse 
exotics, or to double the weight and gir1h of our vegetables, we are apt to 
ignore, or at least neglect, points of botanical interest, which, though more 
specially connected with the theory of the science, are still worthy the 
attention of all interested in the pursuit. Among these is the occurrence 
of foreign plants in our fields and by our roadsides. At first sight this 
does not seem to possess any particular interest, and yet the establishment 
of the period of introduction of any plant into a country distant from its 
native habitat is of no little importance to Botanical Geography. The sub
ject has elicited the attention and careful study of some of the first minds 
employed in the study of botanical science. It has now become a matter 
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of speculation as to the primal origin of several of the cultivated plants; 
while it is difficult, in many instances, to decide whether certain plants are 
native in special distrids or have been introduced at some remote period. 
Some species follow man wherever he goes, like the plantain, and others 
are carried by him as food, and have established themselves as firmly as 
the native plants of the regions into which they have been introduced. 
To establish the certainty of this introduction and fix its date therefore, are 
points of interest, the more important as the period becomes more remote. 

There are few places which afford such an abundance and variety of 
naturalized foreign plants as the vicinity of Boston. The number of plants 
recorded in Dr. Gray's l\I anual of the Northern States, as being acclimated 
in that region, is 2G0 out of 2:351, or just one uinth of the whole. Of this 
number more than one third are to be found more or less commonly around 
Iloston. The causes of this are the immigration of people of many nations 
who have brought with them, in their apparel or luggage, the seeds of the 
commoner plants of their own country, which would be likely to adhere to 
them; seeds mingled with the grass seed imported here; and others 
attached to the many articles of merchandise coming constantly into the 
country. 

Some of these have spread themselves so widely as to have become in
tolerable pests to the agriculturist, who does not know, perhaps, that the 
enemy he seeks to destroy is a foreign one. It is a singular fact, that 
nearly all the weeds which have become the special curse of New England 
farmers are introduced plants. Buttercups, the plaything of children, and 
the overspreading plague of some grass regions, are from Europe. Some 
localities in l\Iaine are absolutely golden in the season of their flowering. 
The Barberry, which has so thoroughly established itself in this vicinity, is 
European, and has not elsewhere taken such a hold. Celandine, which 
fills our waste places with its delicate green leaves at the very beginning 
of spring, and displays its pretty yellow blossoms later, with which children 
anoint their warty fingers to rid them of their excrescences, is European. 
The TVater Cress, common in our markets in spring, the Hedge .Uustard 
which sends up its gaunt spikes of fruit so commonly by the roadsides, the 
Shepherd's Purse, covering waste places everywhere with its early green, 
the Wi.'ld Radish, which has become a very troublesome field weed, are all 
European. Among the common and more or less troublesome usurpers of 
the soil are St. John's Wort, Bladder Campion, .Mouse-Ear Chickweed, 
Purslane, Common .Mallow, or cheeses as the children call them, nearly all 
the Clovers, Jllay Weed, and Tf hite Tfeed. This last is a thorough plague in 
grass lands. Its strong roots kill out the grass and are difficult to extirpate. 
Its origin here is differently explained. Some say it was introduced as a 
pretty flower: others that it was brought over, like many others, with grass 
seed or in luggage. In Europe it is a pet of the poets, and, under the 
romantic names of Ox Eye Daisy an,l Marguerite, it has been celebrated 
in verse. Here it is universally execrated as an intolerable pest. The 
Canadrt 1'histle is not by any means a Canadian visitor. It comes from 
Europe, and its legion of seeds have spread it broadcast over the land. 
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The Burdock, equally common and the sport of children, comes from the 
same source. Succory or Cicory has established itself thoroughly around 
Boston. This is the same plant cultivated abroad for the '' Chicory," which 
is used to adulterate coffee; the root being used after roasting and grind
ing. Here it is only known for its beautiful starry blue flowers. The 
False Dandelion has completely established itself in our grass lands, and 
sends up its branching flower-stem in autumn, covering our parterres with 
its yellow blossoms. .Many unquestionably think it a late blossoming of 
the trne Dandelion, which is quite a different plant. Other worthless · 
visitors are the Low Thistles, JHullein, Toad Flax, Blue Verbena, JJ hite 
Verbena, .Motherwort, Bindweed, .Nightshade, Thorn .!lpple, all of the Pig
weeds, all of the .11.maranths, Smart Wted, Bitter and Curled Dock, and 
Field Sorrel, and Nettle. 

It will be noticed that in the above enumeration are comprised most of 
the troublesome weeds which infest our grounds. It is somewhat singular 
that the agriculturist should have to thank other regions of the globe for 
the most valuable as well as the most vexatious plants which grow under 
his eye. Some of the plants enumerated have become so completely nat
uralized as to make it difficult, without sufficient data, to affirm their foreign 
origin. 

There are some curious points in regard to this naturalization. l\Iany of 
the commonest of European weeds have never taken possession here, while 
others have multiplied prodigiously. Of the many European violets, only 
one, the Viola tricolor, has

J 
established itself, and that sparingly. As we 

have numerous species of violets ourselves this seems the more strange. 
Out of 132 species of Carex or Sedge, only one is foreign, and that only in 
one small locality. As Sedges must inevitably be cut with grass in the 
season of haying, it is singular that the foreign species should not have 
been brought here with grass seed. The laws which govern the growth of 
plants in different localities are obscure in their workings. We find in
dividual species establishing themselves everywhere, while other closely 
allied species refuse to be transplanted. Some garden plants defy the 
care and attention of the florist, while others overrun the garden wall and 
take full possession of the neighboring farmer's field, destroying his harvests 
as they move. 

This article might be much more extended. The object has been to 
show that topics of interest are to be found directly about us, even in the 
occurrence of road-side weeds. The far-seeing and comprehensive mind 
finds everywhere about it some link in the great chain which binds together 
in one perfect whole the entire creation. The ignoble weed and the hot
house pet have alike their points of interest; and neither beauty nor use-
ulness to man can be the only qualification for study or attention in the 

eye of the true botanist. 
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A FEW HINTS 'ON ORCHIDS. 

COI\IPILED BY THE CHAIRI\IAN". 

The plants included under the general name of Orchids are distributed 
very generally over the temperate and torrid zones. They divide them
selves into two classes, the terrestrial and epiphytal, or, more plainly speak
ing, those growing upon the ground and from it deriving their nourishment, 
and those growing upon trees or places removed from the earth and de
riving their chief nourishment from the air, or the moisture therein contained. 
This last characteristic is to be taken as the true type of the class, as many 
truly epiphytal orchids, in their native haunts, grow upon rocks near water
falls, deriving their means of existence from the constant moisture, and, 
though upon the earth, having no intimate relations with it. 

In the temperate zones we rarely find any except the terrestrial orchids ; 
in the torrid, all the epiphytal varieties grow in great luxuriance and num
bers, and the terrestrial, though in some cases nearly related to those of 
more temperate regions, assume more beautiful foliages, and produce more 
gorgeous flowers. 

In a brief article, like the present, to condense a manual for orchid cult
cure is of course impossible. Our experience is too limited to give more 
than a few general hints. It is only our intention to open the subject now 
beginning to attract some attention in this country, and to present, in a 
few words, such useful directions as our reading has supplied. 

And, in the first place, to grow orchids successfully a house must be 
devoted to them ; they cannot be grown with other plants. It is enough to 
make one's heart ache to see, as we can in most greenhouses, a few half
starved specimens of Oncidiums and Stanhopreas, Cypripediums and Bletias, 
( they being the most hardy of the tribe) struggling for a miserable existence, 
with all the elements of their life, heat, air, moisture and rest wanting, and 
occasionally sending out a stunted, weak flower spike, as if to show what 
they might be, and that they were made for better things. 

Now before constructing onr house we must look a little at the tempera
ture, moistur �, seasons of growth and rest of the plants in their native 
countries. These conditions will vary greatly, according to the countries 
from whence the plants were originally obtained. It is impossible to make 
one temperature suit all the species; but by care, many, coming from 
regions remote from each other, may be grown in one house. 

To grow them in the g1·eatest perfection there should be three houses, 
the stove, the intermediate house, and the cold or resting house. The 
degrees of heat and moisture necessary for these houses will be given as 
we proceed. 

But few can indulge in the luxury of three greenhouses for one kind of 
plants ; and to these we say, do not, therefore, neglect the plants, for they 
can be grown with but little expense and trouble if you have one house, 
the stove, and are willing to devote a portion of your greenhouse as a cold
house for your orchids. 
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But to return. The plants must have a treatment similar to that they 
experience in their native co11ntrie

0

s. Now, all the orchidacere are from 
hot tropical countries, that is, the varieties with magnificent flowers, which 
we would wish to grow. 

The greater part grow on trees, some on the trunks, some on the 
branches, some in the forks of the trunk and branches, some near the top 
of the tree, in foll light, others in most shady spots. Again, the mode of 
growth is different, some are on the branches, and send out drooping spikes 
of flowers; others produce erect flowering shoots; and a small class only 
grow under the branches, being never found on the upper or sunny surface. 
Others, again, are confined to particular varieties of trees, or grow only in 
certain localities. 

Among terrestrial orchids the differences of growth are no Jess marked. 
Now all the habits of a plant must be studied would we cultivate it with 
success. But one will in despair exclaim at the impossibility of adapting 
his culture to every case, and truly it is almost impossible. 

But we can approximate, and by giving the plants every possible requisi
tion, even if we cannot bloom them in the magnificence of their native 
haunts, we can obtain flowers which for beauty and splendor far surpass 
any productions of onr temperate clime. A point to remember, also, is, that 
in tropical countries, the days and nights being equal, the distribntion of 
light and darkness is more even; also, that the light is more intense. 
There is also a dry and a wet seRson; during the former the plants are 
parched, during the latter saturated with moisture. 

It must also be borne in mind that the plants grow at very different alti
tudes, and therefore at different temperatures. Some. are natives of hot 
reeking swamps, others of shady moist woods ; some of rocky hills, some 
of elevated localities, so high that frosts occur. Travellers assure us that 
hoar-frost is often found on the leaves of some of the South American va
rieties growing in mountainous regions, such as Lycastes and Cattleyas. 

Your house must, in the first place, to afford as much light as possible, be 
of glass, and span-roofed. Let it be low in the angles, so all the plants 
may be near the glass. Let the house run north and south, the aspect will 
then be east and west. This is to be preferred for several reasons: first, 
the heat and light of the sun are more equalized ; in the cold mornings of 
early spring the snn sooner gives light and heat on the east side, and will 
be at noon in such a position that the beams will be slanting to the angle 
of the roof, while in the afternoon his power to give light and heat will be 
considerably prolonged. Thus each plant will have its due share of light 
and heat. The plants should be shaded from the direct rays of the sun ; 
if we have a lean-to house, for a greater part of the day, shades must be 
used which keep the plants in comparative darkness; in a span-roofed house, 
while one side is shaded, the other is in full light. 

Where one has only a lean-to house much benefit will be derived from 
a coat of paint over the glass (indeed it is a necessary precaution, as the 
leaves and flowers must be protected from the burning rays of the sun,} 
and thus the direct beams of light are tempered and softened. We have 
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found in our experience that where painting was necessary a light cream 
or straw color was productive of the most agreeable effect, and also more 
conducive to the health of the plants. 

Opinions differ as to the advisability of having glass on the sides of the 
house. It is not necessary, for the house being so low, light enough will 
be admitted overhead. It, however, gives a house a neater appearance, 
and may be adopted or not, at the fancy of the grower. 

There should be lights in the top of the house to give air, and also in 
the lower part, so a circulation may be maintained when necessary. 

It is, however, advisable to allow the air from lower lights to pass over 
heated pipes or flues, in order it may become tempered in cold weather, as 
most orchids are very impatient of cold currents of air, which not unfre
quently prove fatal. 

It is impossible to give full directions for arranging the interior of the 
house, as each will have his own ideas, and will endeavor to please his 
own eye; a few hints may not, however, be unacceptable. 

In the first place, there should be a broad walk through the centre of the 
house, or, if the width and height of the house will admit, two walks, one 
at each side. 

The shelves of the stage (if a stage is used) should be shallow troughs, 
about two inches deep; these should be made of some durable wood, or, if 
possible, of stone or slate, and made water-tight. These should be filled 
with gravel, upon which the pots should be placed. These shelves will 
retain the moisture, which, in summer, is indispensable to the health of the 
plants. A good substitute for stone would be hydraulic cement, which 
might be used with small pebble;;, upon bo.irds, and would be perfectly 
water-tight, very durable, and not expensive. 

Shelves may be put up in any part of the house, in order to bring young 
and small plants near to the glass; yet the plants should always be kept 
some inches from the glas;;, as they might otherwise be chilled by cold 
winds, or by the ice, which in our climate will form very thickly on the 
inner-side of the glass of an orchid-house in our cold winter nights. 

Heating may be by a variety of modes; the best is by hot water, or 
steam pipes, in tanks of water, as thus the necessary moisture can at any 
time be afforded to the house; and, during the season of rest, when a moist 
heat is no longer required, by emptying the tanks, the house obtains a dry 
heat from the steam pipes. This method is much used in England, but we 
do not know of its adoption in this country. A common brick flue may be 
used with good success, though steam or hot water are much' better. In 
using any of these, however, it will he essential to the health of the plants 
to maintain a constant moisture in the house, by evaporation of water 
placed in the flue or pipes, in large shallow vessels or pans, which should 
be made of zinc, as less expensive than other metals, and less liable to 
oxidization. The water in these pans should be frequently changed, in 
order the moisture may al ways be pure and §Weet. 

The habits of many orchids require them to be grown on blocks of wood 
or in baskets, which must be suspended from the roof of the house that the 



24 lllASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY, 

plants may enjoy the full light. To do this, nails or hooks may be driven 
into the rafters, or strong rods be carried along the rafters, to which hooks 
shaped like the letter S may be suspended. This mode is preferable to the 
former, as it has a neater appearance and is more convenient. 

All the rods, nails, hooks, &c., used in the house should be of copper 
wire, of the various sizes, as required; brass may be used, but is not so 
easily obtained. Nothing of iron should be used: if unpainted, the mois
ture causes rust immediately, and the rusty water runs from the nails and 
discolors the paint, and in a very short time the nails rust out and we learn 
the fact to our co�t in the fall of some valuable plant; if the iron is paint
ed it is more durable, but the paint soon peels and falls off. We have 
found brass hooked screws to answer most admirably. 

Now, having described the honse and its appurtenances, let us turn to 
an all.important subject-the treatment of the plants; and this we have 
space but to treat imperfectly. We can only give a few general hints, and 
leave the grower to his own experience,-after all, the best teacher in this 
as in other things. 

But first, how is a beginner to obtain these plants, many of them very 
rare and natives of remote regions? And we must be forgiven if we here 
do a little advertising. The two best collections which have come under 
our notice in this vicinity (we speak now only of sale collections) are those 
of Mr. Cadness, of Flushing, Long Island, and of Isaac Buchanan, of 
Astoria. In both of these collections we saw, during the last summer, 
plants of many fine and rare orchids at moderate prices. But what is 
really a moderate price for an orchid may seem very large to one who has 
been accustomed to grow only greenhouse plants. Orchid growing is a 
luxury, and we advise none to bt>gin who have not means at their com
m1nd. At those collections a nice assortment of the Mexican and South 
American orchids may be obtained; but if a grower would indulge in the 
East Indian epiphytes, he must send to England for plants. A good way 
to procure a stock of the Mexican orchids is through some friend in the 
country; they will generally arrive in good condition, but for one worth 
growing the importer will find at least a dozen perfectly worthless. 

Orchids just imported from their native country are too often killed by 
kindness. The treatment is very simple. I<�irst examine them closely, 
clean them, cutting away any dead pseudo bulbs (the swollen fleshy stems 
of orchids are thus denominated) with a sharp knife, also carefully removing 
any decayed stems or leaves. Apply powdered chalk to the fresh cut 
places, which will at once dry up the sap and prevent any decay. The 
plants must then be treated according to their different natures. Stan
hopreas, Gongoras, and other plants of kindred nature, should be placed in 
shallow baskets and hung up in the coolest part of the orchid-house. 
Syringe the plants occasionally with water the temperature of the house. 
Use no moss, peat, or any substance whatever round the plants. \Vhen 
the plants show signs of growth it is time to change our treatment; then 
place the plant in a shallow basket, with peat and moss; give it more heat, 
and water and treat it as a well-established plant. Lelias, Cattleyas, Epi-
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dendrums, and Barkerias do better placed on a bare block as soon as re
ceived; hang them up against the wall of the house, if possible over a 
tank of water; syringe frequently, and they will soon show signs of growth. 
Terrestrial orchids should be potted when received, but be kept cool, and 
supplied very moderately with water till they begin to grow; then more 
heat and more water. 

The best wood to grow orchids upon is said, by the English gardeners, to 
be the acacia(Robinia p5eudo acacia), with us called locust; the next the oak. 
\Ve have used rough-barked elm with success. The wood shonld be well 
dried and deprived of its bark, which, ace ording to English growers, only 
serves as a harbor for snails, wood lice, and cockroaches, which are the worst 
foes to the orchid-grower's success. In our experience we have had no trouble 
from any of these pests, though we cannot long hope to be without our 
share of these troublesome insects. Pieces of cork, in our experience, are 
very suitable for orchids, and can be readily obtained in any of our large 
c1t1es. Baskets may also be made of strips of cork, and are very durable. 
In England, hazel and maple rods are considered the best for baskets, and 
the rule is given that all resinous woods should be avoided. \Ve have, 
however, used baskets made of the ends of spruce poles, cut off from a 
pole fence and well dried, and as yet can see no ill effects; on the contrary, 
the plants seem to thrive better than in pots, as, through the open slats of 
the basket, a free circulation of air is obtained, and no water can saturate 
the roots. Very pretty wooden stands may also be made of the ends of 
spruce poles, in which plants thrive better than in pots. \Ve have now 
thriving finely in stands of this kind a large plant of Aerides odoratum and 
a large Cymbidinm. Large plants of epiphytal orchids, especially the large
growing Cattleyas, will grow better in pots than on blocks. 

In potting, always give perfect drainage. A good rule is to fill the pot 
two thirds full of crocks, and to invert a small pot over the hole in the 
bottom of the larger, then fill round it with crocks. Then fill in with turfy 
peat, bits of crocks and charcoal. Elevate the plant on the compost, about 
an inch or more above the rim of the pot, sloping the compost gently down 
to the rim. Secure the plant in position by pegs or sticks, and they will 
soon be able to sustain themselves. 

A few words about watering. This should al ways be done with water 
the temperature of the house. To obtain this it is necessary to have a 
cistern in the house, which should be supplied with water from the roof, as 
rain water is most suitable for the plants. In lieu of a cistern, large tubs 
of water should be placed in various p:uts of the house, which are also very 
useful by supplying moisture to the air by evaporation. Another use is, 
plants growing in baskets require to be dipped, as the water, as supplied 
by the syringe, does not sufficiently saturate the ball of compost. During 
the season of growth this should be frequently done, and the plants allowed 
to become very wet, but never during the season of rest. 

The method of using the syringe. We have seen some gardeners play 
away upon the plants as if they were holdin6 the hose-pipe of an engine
and extinguishing a fire. This, if not positively <letrimental, is of no ser-
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vice to the plants; the syringing should be so managed that the water shall 
fall in a fine shower, or even mist, oi,er the plant. 

\Ve neglected to say, when speaking of baskets, that for Stanhopreas, 
and plants of like nature, we prefer shallow baskets made of copper or gal
vanized iron wire. These plants protrude their flower buds from the very 
base of the pseudo bulbs, and push them downward through the peat and 
sphagnum to the bottom of the basket, through which they hang and ex
pand their gorgeous flowers. These flower spikes almost invariably perish 
if these plants are grown in pots, unless great care is taken to watch for 
the buds, and to train them over the sides of the pots. In slat or rod 
baskets they too frequently are·stopped by the bottom slats and decay. We 
therefore have found that in wire baskets the buds never perish in this way, 
nor do they require constant watching. \Ve have also used a basket made 
of earthen ware for some plants. These may be made very ornamental, 
and of a variety .of shapes. The chief objection to them is their weight, 
which, in those suitable for large plants, would be very great; for small 
plants they are very pretty. They are suspended by wires fastened to holes 
in the rim. 

Having thus briefly described the methods of growing orchids, and the 
proper house for them, we come to the consideration of the suitable soil. 

A fibrous peat is most suitable. Let it not contain earth enough to retain 
the water, but be porous and not retentive of water. If yon cannot find a 
peat answering this description, take that most nearly approaching it, and 
beat and sift it till the earthy matter is separated; if still too close , mix in 
chopped sphagnum or bog mojs, bits of crocks or charcoal, so the water 
will drain off freely. 

The operation of potting has already been described; that of basketing 
differs somewhat. Prepare the peat, &c., the same as in potting; cover 
the bottom of the basket with a thin layer of white moss, to prevent the 
peat dropping through, then fill in with peat. Be careful not to injure the 
roots of the plant; clean the leaves and bulbs; prune off all dead parts; 
place the plant in the middle of the basket, and fill in with the compost; 
then give a g-ood top-syringing to settle the soil, and hang the basket in its 
place. Always use shallow baskets; the roots of orchids run on the sur
face, and seldom penetrate to any depth. 

The proper orchids for baskets are all the Stanhopreas, Acroperas, Aci
netas, Coryanthes, Gongoras, some Dendrobiums, and some other less com
mon species. Those requiring pot culture are all the Anectochilns, all the 
Bletias, Coelogynes, Brassias, Calanthes, some Cattleyas and Cyrnbidiums, 
all Cypripediums and Cyrtopodiums, some Dendrobiums and Epidendrums, 
Lycastes, .Maxillari:is, .Miltonias, Odontoglossums, Oncidiums, Peristerias, 
Phaius, Sobralias, and Zygopetalums, with many other less common species. 
Many of the above may be grown on blocks of wood. 

We give a short list of those which do well on blocks or cork: £rides, 
Barkerias, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, Epidendrums, Lelias, .Miltonias, Onci
dimns, Renanthera, Sophronites, Scuticaria, Phalaenopsis, Vandas, and 
many others. 
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The method of growing plants on blocks is very simple. It is only to 
fasten the plant firmly on the top, side or under part of the branch, accord
ing to its nature, suspending it by a copper nail driven into the end, to 
which should be fastened a loop of copper wire; or, drive a nail in each 
end, make two loops, and suspend the plant by a wire connected with each. 
Let the block be so suspended that the water will readily run off. A branch 
of cork is said to be the best for growing plants of Phalaenopsis and 
Renanthera. 

Orchids require a season of rest. In their native countries there i� a 
period when they can receive no water-the dry season. At this time the 
bulbs become perfected, and the plants are fitted for the production of 
flowers; therefore, to ensure a fine display of flowers, perfect rest must be 
given for a season. At this time water must be almost entirely withheld, 
only enough being given to prevent the pseudo bulbs from shrivelling, and 
the heat must be reduced lest the plants be started into growth. 

If the same heat is always maintained, and constant moisture afforded, 
the plants will continue growing, or will produce weak second growths and 
fail to flower, or else produce weak and few blossoms. 

A most ready way of seeming this rest is to remove the East Indian 
orchids to the cooler or l\Iexican house, during their resting season, that is, 
after they have perfected their growth, and again to remove the Mexican 
orchids to the greenhouse during their resting season. 

As soon as they show signs of growth, or when it may be desirable, 
remove them again to their respective houses, where they will soon show 
signs of growth and flower. 

There are some East Indian orchids, such as Phalaenopsis, JErides, &c., 
which grow perpetually; these should always be kept in the hottest house, 
but the heat should be reduced so they may not be forced into too active 
growth; for these plants often kill themselves by too much flowering. 

Now as to the heat of the house; of course it must vary with the different 
houses, and at different searnns of the year. \Ve cannot do better than to 
give the degrees of heat required, according to a table given by an Engfah 
writer, which we copy entire. 

FAHRENHEIT. 

INDJAN HousE, Day with sun. I Day without 
Night. Morning. sun 

or stove. ---------- ----- -----

Spring, - - - 75 70 60 5.) 
Summer, - - - 85 or 90 70 65 GO 
Autumn, - - - 70 65 GO 53 
\Vinter, - - - 65 60 55 50 

MExrcAN HousE, 
or cool house. 

Spring, - - - 70 G5 GO 55 
Summer, - - - 75 (i5 GO 55 
Autumn, - - - (i0 55 50 50 
Winter, - - - 55 50 50 45 
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We must again reiterate, the air of the orchid-house should be kept 
moist; a warm, moist atmosphere is what all orchids require during the 
season of growth. This is effected by frequent syringings, sprinkling the 
floors with water, and by large evaporating pans, as before described. In 
a large establishment it would be a good plan to have a small boiler, pur
posely to generate steam for the atmosphere of the house. This could be 
very easily arranged, and we believe the experiment has been tried in 
Englund with perfect success. 

In winter, or during the season of rest, water must be almost entirely 
withheld, but gentle syringing will, except in very dull, cloudy days, be 
beneficial to plants which continue to grow, or have no pseudo bulbs. 
Some on logs may become too dry; water should be sparingly giYen. One 
pot orchid, Huntleyas, is also benefited by winter syringing. \Yater 
should begin to be withheld about the first of September, or perhaps earlier, 
and be almost entirely discontinued by the last of October. 

The leaves of orchidaceous plants should be kept clean. When this is 
not effected by the syringing they may be washed with a soft bit of sponge, 
taking great care not to bruise the leaf. 

The insects which infest orchids are scale, mealy bug and red spider, 
and the remedy for each is that adopted for their destruction in the green
house. To destroy cockroaches and wood lice, which devour the tender 
shoots of flower buds and roots, the old trap of a potato or turnip, hollowed 
out, is the simplest and best; the pests will be found under the trap, and 
can easily be destroyed. Cockroaches have often to be hunted at night 
with a lantern. They not unfrequently arrive from England, with newly
imported plants. 

Prevention is better than cure, and to so arrange the shelves, as previously 
described, will keep these insects from the plants, for they do not like to 
wet their feet. Pot the plants, also, so they may have no lodgment among 
the drainage, that is, by inverting a pot, as before directed. 

\Ve now propose to give a few hints on orchids which require peculiar 
culture. 

Sobralia macrantha. This magnificent plant has large flowers, some
what resembling a Cattleya; they sometimes measure six inches across. 
The color is richest purple crimson. The leaves are long and reedy, and 
the blossoms are produced from the top of the stems, one at a time. The 
single flowers last only a few days, but five flowers are often produced in 
succession, on each stem of strong plants. This plant is a native of Gua
temala, and will thrive in a cool stove. Pot the plant in a compost of three 
parts turfy loam, one part peat, one part leaf mould, with a little silver sand, 
all well mixed together. 

Sobralias have strong asparagus-like roots, and require large pots. In

its native country this plant grows in marshy ground, on little raised 
hillocks. During the rainy season they have abundance of moisture; the 
plants then grow and flower. In the dry season the plants have rest. 
We must regulate our treatment in the same way to grow it with success. 
From March to August give abundance of water. From August to Decem-
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her water more Eparingly. From December to March give none at all. 
This fine plant is by no means rare. \Ve have seen it in collections in this 
country, but do not know of its being yet on sale. Fine flowering plants 
may be imported from England, at the moderate price of six to eight 
dollars. 

Dendrobium speciosum. A fine species, with large creamy-white flow
ers, having the lip beautifully spotted with crimEon. The great mistake in 
growing this plant is keeping it too hot. It is a. native of New Holland, 
where the air is much drier and •cooler than in the tropical regions, where 
orchids are usually found. It should be grown in a cool house, where the 
temperature is between the greenhouse and the stove, that is. varying from 
45° to 55° in winter, and from 55° to 65° in summer. Like all Dendrobiums 
it must have a season of rest to bloom well. Small plants may be obtained 
for two or three dollars; larger plants always command a high price. 

Coelogyne cristata. A most lovely plant. Pot in a mixture of rough 
fibrous peat and half-decayed leaves and sand. Drain them well, and place 
them in the coolest part of the F.ast Indian house. They generally bloom 
about February, and should be potted just when they begin to grow. 

C. \Vallichiana, C. precox and C. maculata form a distinct group, some
times called Pleiones. They form curious greenish spotted bulbs. Pot 
them in loamy peat, leaf mould and sand, and grow them on a shelf, near 
the glass. The flowers appear before the leaves, and are very beautiful. 
The young shoots succeed the flowers out of the same sheath. As a general 
rule, get the leaves as large and healthy as possible, to secure fine flowers. 
This class does not require large pots. 

\Ve had a very pretty little plant of C. Wallichiana on exhibition at the 
Society's Hall this autumn. 

Plants of Coelogyne cristata command about ten dollars each; ofC. \Val
lichiana, two to five dollars. C. Gardneriana is a fine species we have not 
yet seen. There are many fine species, all of which are well worth grow
ing. 

Barkerias should all be grown on blocks, without moss, in a temperature 
not exceeding 65°, and in winter the thermometer may be allowed to fall to 
40°. Give plenty of air ; syringe frequently while growing-but only 
once a month when at rest. There are many varieties. 

B. elegans. The first introduced and finest was lost to cultivation, but 
can now, we believe, be obtained in England. 

Barkeria spectabilis. A beautiful variety. Flower three inches across; 
color bright lilac, labellum white, with lilac edges and point. Plants may 
be obtained for about six dollars. 

Barkeria Skinneri has disappointed us. From the description we had 
expected a beautiful plant; the flowers with us were small, of a pretty 
rosy pink color. \Ve trust to do better when our plant is larger. In bloom 
about the end of summer. Plants may be obtained for about five dollars. 

Ancectochilus setaceus. A lovely orchid, with variegated leaves, a na
tive of Ceylon. The flowers have little beauty. The ground color of the 
leaves is a dark velvety green, tinged with a metallic lustre, inlaid with 
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streaks of golden network. They must be seen, to be appreciated, for no 
description can do them justice. A variety called pictus ]ias a broad 
golden stripe down the centre of the leaf. 

A. Lobii, Lowii, and Xyanthrophyllum, are three magnificent species in
our collection, of which we defer a description. These plants are most 
difficult to cultivate. Thly should always be grown in the shade, in the 
East I11dian house, u11der bell-glasses. Drain the pots well, prepare a little 
sandy peat, vegetable mould, fine chopped sphagnum and silver sand; 
elevate the plant a little above the rim of the pot, and press the compost 
well around it. Then plunge the pot, containing the plant, into another, 
several sizes larger; elevate it a little above the rim of the larger pot, and 
fill all in firmly around with sphagnum. Place a clean bell glass just 
inside the rim of the larger pot. The glass must be frequently wiped lest 
too much moisture collect on it. The plants require to be kept damp, but 
care must be taken to prevent too much moisture. It is often sufficient to 
only wet the moss in the larger pot. Do not allow the plants to flower, but 
pinch off the bud as soon as it appears. Plants of the more common varie
ties, (of which there are several we have not described, with silver-veined 
leaves,) and of A. setaceous may be obtained at about five dollars each. 
The rarer varieties, such as Lowii., 

Lobbii, and Xyanthrophyllum, cost from 
ten to fifteen dollars each. The plants are all small growers, seldom attain
ing a height above two inches. 

Cypripediums should be in every collection; they are easily cultirated 
in pots, in a compost of turfy loam, fibrous peat, and leaf mould, with a little 
sand. Drain the pots well: as they are impatient of too much moisture. 
l\Iarch is the best time to pot them. 

C. insignis. A fine variety. Sepals and petals, yellowish-green, shaded
to red, and spotted with brown, the centre petal has the end tipped with pure 
white; the lip is orange, tinged with rich brown. This variety is now 
quite common, and flowering plants may be obtained for about a dollar. 
The flowers remain for weeks in perfection. 

C. venustum. Flowers yellowish-green, tinged with red ; leaves mottled.
Not uncommon. Price about two dollars. These two varieties will do 
well in the warm end of a greenhouse. 

C. barbatum. Sepals and petals brownish purple ; lips white, with red
dish stripes; leaves mottled. 

C. purpuratum. Like the former, but a deeper purple. A very handsome
variety. 

C. Javanicum and C. hirsutissimum are very fine varieties. All these
last mentioned are rare, and must be imported from England. Price from 
five to fifteen dollars each. 

It now only remains for us to give a list of a few easily-grown orchids, 
which may be obtained at a moderate price, and which require no peculiar 
treatment, but which, by following the directions we have given, may be 
grown and flowered in perfection. Those marked with a star may be 
obtained in this country. 

* Acineta Barkerii. From Mexico; yellow flowers ; basket culture.
Price five dollars. 
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*Barkerias Skinneri and spectabilis. Block culture. See directions for
cultivation, ante. Price, about five dollars. 

* Acropera Loddigesii. Flowers brownish-orange, curious-a free-grow
er and bloomer. Basket culture. Price two dollars. 

*Cattleya cri�pa.. Petals pure white ; lip rich purple. A free flowerer.
Pot culture. Price five dollars for small plants. 

*Cattleya mossire. Rose petals; tip, yellowish stripes, on a rose ground. 
Pot or block cnlture. Price, five dollars. There are many varieties. 

Calanthe veratrifolia. Pure white flowers, lasting a long time in bloom. 
Pot culture. A terrestrial pla nt; requiring rest in winter, with but slight 
waterings. Price, in England, foe dollars. 

*Cattleya Forbesii. A pretty variety, easily grown, and a free flowerer.
Pot culture. Price, two dollars. 

£rides odoratum. A beautiful East Indian orchid. Flowers rose and 
white, delightfully and powerfully fragrant. Basket or branch culture. 
Price of strong plants, ten dollars. 

Coelogyne cristata. � Pot culture. See directions given above.
Coelogyne Wallichiana. S 
Coryanthes macrantha. Very curious. Basket culture. Price, five 

dollars. 
*Dendrobium nobile. Petals, flesh-colored, tipped with rose; lip, yel

lowish, with purple spot. A beautiful species. Pot or block culture. 
Price, three dollars. 

Dendrobium chrysanthemum. Golden yellow. Basket culture. Price, 
five dollars. 

Dendrobium moniliforme. A pretty species, with rosy lake and white 
flowers. Pot culture. Price, five dollars. 

*Epidendrum aromaticum. A pretty species. Block culture. Two
dollars. 

Epidendrum macrochilum roseum. Rose color and dark, very fine. Block 
culture. Price, ten dollars. 

*Gongora atro purpurea. Flowers, purplish brown, of curious shape.
Basket culture. Price, two dollars. 

*Lelia autumnalis. A beautiful flower, lasting a long time in perfec
tion; petals rosy purple; labellum white, rose tipped. Block culture. \Ve 
have flowered it the past year in a basket. Price, about five dollars. 

Lycaste Skinneri. A fine orchid. Pure white, variously marked with 
crimson and carmine. There are many varieties. Pot culture. Price1 ten 
dollars. 

*Lycaste aromatica. Flowers, yellow orange; delightfully fragrant;
perfume resembling cinnamon. Pot culture. Price, three dollars. 

*Odontoglossum grande. A magnificent plant; flower five to seven 

inches across; sepals and petals, yellowish ground, barred with purplish 
brown ; lip white, blotched with dark pink. Lasts a long time in perfec
tion. Pot, basket, or block culture. Price, eight dollars. 

*Oncidium papilo. Color, rich brown, barred with yellow. Pot or block
culture. Strong plants, five dollars. 
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*Oncidium flexuosum. Free flowering; co]or yellow. Pot, or b]ock
cu1ture. Price, two do11ars. 

*Oncidium sphace11atum, 0. a]tissimum, 0. ]uridium and ampliatum are
all fine species. Pot or block culture. Price, about three do11ars each. 

Sobralia macrantha. See ante. 
*Stanhopreas insignis, eburnea, saccata, grandiflora, tigrina, and many

others, all free-flowering, requiring culture in shallow baskets. Price, from 
two to five do11ars, according to size and varieties. 

*Tricophilea tortelis. A pretty little orchid. Color, whitish brown, with
curiously-twisted petals; lip, pink and white. Pot, or block culture. 
Price, two do11ars. 

Zygopelatum Mackayii. A fine plant. Color, purple and brown, or 
chocolate ; very fragant. Pot culture. Price, five dollars. 

Zygopelatum maxillare. More delicate than the last. Lip, a rich blue. 
Pot culture. Price, ten do11ars. 

Dendrobium calceolare. Sepals and petals orange ; lip, chocolate, edged 

with ye11ow. Pot cultme; very desirable. Price, five do11ars. 
Scuticaria Steelii. A handsome plant, with long rush-like leaves. G1ow 

on side of a piece of cork. Flowers, cream-color, spotted with crimson. 
Price, ten dollars. 

\Ve have thus fulfi11ed our promise, and given a few hints on orchids. 
In thi:3 we lay no claim to originality, but have merely put into small 
compass the necessary directions. The article must necessarily be im
perfect and faulty, but if it lead any to attempt the culture of this rare, 
beautiful and curious class of plants, its object will be fully attained. 
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PREMIUMS AND GRATUITIES AW ARD ED FOR FLOWERS. 

The Committee would award the following prizes:

Cu1ELLIAs.-For the best twelve nri.med varieties of cut flowers 
with foliage, (not awarded,) a prize of 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

lIEATHs.-For the best named varieties, not less than six, in pots, 
not awarded, 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

EPACR1s.-For the best named varieties, not Jess than four, in 
pots, not a warded, . 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

GREENHOUSE AzALEAs.-For the best six named varieties, in 
pots, not awarded, . 

For the next best, to ,villiam ,vales, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

PARLOR IlouQUETs.-For the best pair, not awarded, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

IIArm IlooQUETs,-For the best pair, to Martin Trautman; 
For the next best, not awarded, 

PELARGONIUMs.-For the best six named varieties, grown in pots, 
(not fancies,) to \Villiam C. Strong, a premium of 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

For the best six named fancy varieties, in pots, to \Villiam C. 
Strong, a premium of 

For the next best, to Hovey & Co., . 
For the next best, not awarded, 

Fucnsus.-For the best six named varieties, in pots, not awarded, 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

CALCEOLAIHAs.-For the best six varieties, not awarded, 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

VERBENAs.-For the best six, in not less than 8-inch pots, not 
awarded, 

For the next best, not a warded, 
For the next best, do. 

For the best single specimen, in pot or pan, not a warded, 
C1NERAR1As,-For the best six named varieties, do. 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

3 

$6 00 
5 00 
3 00 

6 00 
4 00 
2 00 

4 00 
3 00 
1 00 

10 00 
6 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 
2 00 
1 00 

5 00 
4 00 
2 00 

5 00 
4 00 
2 00 
6 00 
4 00 
3 00 
3 00 
2 00 
1 00 

5 00 
3 00 
2 00 
2 00 
4 00 
2 00 
1 00 
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GREENHOUSE PLANTs.-For the best display of not less than 
twenty, regard to be had to new and rare varieties, and 
well-grown specimens, of named plants, to Hovey & Co., 

For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, to James Nugent, 
For the next best, to James McTear, 
For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 
For the next best, to Mrs. Benjamin Bruce, . 
For the next best, not awarded, 

HYACINTHs.-For the best display, not less than ten named va
rieties, not awarded, 

For the next best, not awarded, 
PoT PLANTS-regard being had to new and rare varieties-

For the best specimen plant, of a kind for which no special 
prize is offered, to Evers & Comley, 

For the next best, to Marshall P. Wilder, 
For the next best, to Hovey & Co., . 
For the next best, to James McTear, 

TuLIPs.-For the best twenty distinct named varieties, (not 
awarded,) a prize of 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

P .A.NSIEs.-For the best twelve distinct varieties, in pots, to 1\Iartin 
Trautman, a prize of 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

PARLOR BouQUETs.-For the best pair, not awarded, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

HAND BouQUETs.-For the best pair, to Martin Trautman, 
For the next best, not a warded, 

Saturday, June 2d. 

$15 00 
12 00 
10 00 
8 00 
6 00 
5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 

4 00 
2 00 

10 00 
8 00 
6 00 
4 00 

4 00 
2 00 
I 00 

4 00 
3 00 
2 00 
3 00 
2 00 
2 00 
1 00 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not less than six, not awarded, 5 00 
For the next best, not a warded, 4 00 
For the next best, do. 3 00 

SPECIMEN PLANT.-For the best, not awarded, 3 00 
For the next best, not awarded, 2 00 

CvT li'LOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to James Nugent, . 4 00 

For the next best, not awarded� 3 00 
For the next best, do. 1 00 

HARDY AzALEAs.-For the best display of named varieties, not 
awarded, 5 00 

For the next best, not awarded, 4 00 
For the next best, do. 2 00 
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�HROBBY P JEONJF.s.-For the best six named varieties, to Mar
shall P. Wilder, 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

Saturday, June 9th. 
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$5 00 
4 00 
3 00 

PoT Pr.A:-.Ts.-For the best display, not less than six, not awarded, 5 00 
For the next best, not awarded, 4 00 
For the next best, do. 3 00 

SPECBIEN PLANT.-For the best, not a warded, 3 00 
For the next best, not a warded, 2 00 

CuT FLoWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Antane Apple, . 4 00 

For the next best, to James Nugent, 3 00 
For the next best, to Martin Traut,nan, 1 00 

Saturday, June 16th. 

HERBACF.ous P JEONrns.-For the best ten named varieties, to 
.Marshall P. Wilder, 

For the next best, to Antane Apple, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

P1NKs.-For the best six distinct named varieties, not awarded, • 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not less than six, not awarded, 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

SPECIMEN PLANT.-For the best, not awarded
i 

For the next best, not awarded, 
CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 

bottles, to Antane Apple, . 
For the next best, to James Nugent, 
For the next best, to Martin Trautman, 

Saturday, June 23d. 

5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 
5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
3 00 
2 00 

4 00 
3 00 
1 00 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not less than six, not awarded, 5 00 
For the next best, not awarded, 4 00 
For the next best, do. 3 00 

SPECll\IEl'i PL.ANT.-1',or the best, to Edward S. Rand, 3 00 
For the next best, not a warded, 2 00 

CuT FLOWERS.--For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to James Nugent, . 4 00 

For the next best, to Antane Apple, . 3 00 
For the next best, to l\Iartin Trautman, 1 00 

HARDY RuononENDRONs.-For the best display of the season, of 
named varieties, not awarded, 4 00 

For the next best, do. 2 00 
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ROSE SHOW. 

CLASS I.

HARDY JuNE RosEs.-For the best thirty distinct named varie
ties, to Hovey & Co., 

For the next best, to Antane Apple, • 
For the next best, to Marshall P. \Vilder, 

CLASS II. 
For the best twenty distinct named varieties, not awarded, 

For the next best, to G. G. Hubbard, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

CLASS III.

For the best twelve distinct named varieties, to James Nugent, 
For the next best, to Hovey & Co., 
For the next best, not a warded, 

CLASS IV. 
HARDY CLil\IBING RosEs.-For the best display, not less than 

four named varieties, not awarded, 
For the next best, not Jess than four, not awarded, 
For the next best, not Jess than four, do. 

CLASS V. 
HARDY PERPETUAL RosEs.-For the best twenty-five named 

varieties, to Antane Apple, 
For the next best, to Hovey & Co., • 
For the next best, to Warren Heustis, 
For the next best, not a warded, 

CLASS VI.

For the best fifteen named varieties, to Francis Parkman, 
For the next best, to Antane Apple, • 
For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 

CLASS VII.

For the best ten named varieties, to James l\fcTear, a prize of 
For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 
For the next best, to Francis Parkman, 

CLASS VIII.

Moss RosEs.-For the best display of named varieties, to Hovey 
& Co., 

For the next best, not a warded, 

CLASS IX.

BouRBON RosEs.-For the best display of named varieties, not 

$6 00 

4 00 

3 00 

5 00 

3 00 

2 00 

4 00 

2 00 

1 00 

3 00 

2 00 

1 00 

6 00 

4 00 

3 00 

2 00 

4 00 

3 00 

2 00 

3 00 

2 00 

I 00 

4 00 

2 00 

less than six, not a warded, 3 00 

For the next best, do. 2 00 

CLASS X. 
LARGE BOUQUETS OF RosEs.-For the best two, to Evers &

Comley, 4 00 

For the next best, not awarded, 3 00 
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CLASS XI. 
TENDER RosEs .-For the best display of named varieties, not 

less than ten, to James Nugent, 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

Saturday, June 30th. 
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$4 00 
3 00 
2 00 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not lf'ss than six, not awarded, 5 00 
For the next best, not awarded, 4 00 
For the next best, do. 3 00 

SPECII\IEN PLANT.-For the best, not awarded, 3 00 
For the next best, not awarded, 2 00 

CoT FLOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Antane Apple, . 4 00 

For the next best, to James Nugent, 3 00 
For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 1 00 

Saturday, July 7th. 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not less than six, to Evers & 
Comley, 5 00 

For the next best, not a warded, 4 00 
For the next best, do. 3 00 

SPECll\lEN PLANT.-For the best, not awarded, . 3 00 
For the next best, not awarded, 2 00 

CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Antane Apple, . 4 00 

For the next best, to G. G. Hubbard, 3 00 
For the next best, to James Nugent, 1 00 

Saturday, July 14th. 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not less than six, to Evers & 
Comley, 5 00 

For the next best, to Hovey & Co., . 4 00 
For the next best, not a warded, 3 00 

SPECIJ\IEN PLANT.-For the best, to Evers & Comley, 3 00 
For the next best, to Hovey & Co., . 2 00 

CoT FLoWERs,-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Hovey & Co., 4 00 

For the next best, to James l\IcTear, 3 00 
For the next best, to James Nugent, • 1 00 

Saturday, July 21st. 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not less than six, to Hovey 
& Co., 5 00 

For the next best, not awarded, 4 00 
For the next best, do. 3 00 

SPECIMEN PLANT.-For the best, to Evers & Comley, 3 00 
For the next best, to Jonathan French, 2 00 
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CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Hovey & Co., 

For the next bAst, to Antane Apple, . 
For the next best, to Jonathan French, 

SUMMER PHLOXEs.-For the best ten distinct named varieties, 
not a warded, 

For the next best, not a warded, 
For the next best, do. 

CARNATIO�s.-For the best ten named varieties, to Hovey & Co., 
For the next best, to Jonathan French, 
For the next best, not a warded, 

P1coTEEs.-For the best ten named varieties, to Hovey & Co., 
For the next best, to Jonathan French, 
For the next best, to James Nugent, • 

HoLLYHOCKs.-For the best twelve named varieties, to Hovey & 
Co., 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

GLOXINIAs.-For the best six pots, not awarded, . 
For the next best, not a warded, 

For the best new seedling, Society's silver medal, not a warded. 

Saturday, July 28th. 

$4 00 
3 00 

I 00 

5 00 

4 00 
3 00 

4 00 

3 00 

2 00 

.3 00 

2 00 
1 00 

3 00 

2 00 
1 00 

6 00 

4 00 

PoT PLANTs.-For the best display, not less than six, not awarded, 5 00 

For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 4 00 
For the next best, not a warded, 3 00 

SPECIMEN PLANT.-For the best, to James McTear, 3 00 

For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 2 00 
CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 

bottles, to Barnes & Washburn, 4 00 

For the next be�t, to Hovey & Co., • 3 00 
For the next best, to F. Winship, I 00 

Saturday, .11.ugust 4th. 

CuT F1.owERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Hovey & Co., 4 00 

For the next best, to Barnes & ,vashburn, 3 00 

For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 1 00 

Saturday, .11.ugust 11th.

CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Hovey & Co., 4 00 

For the next best, to Barnes & Washburn, . 3 00 
For the next best. to Antane Apple, . I 00 

Saturday, .11.u.gmt 18th. 

CuT FLOwERs.-For the best display, filling nut less than 150 
bottles, to Hovey & Co., 4 00 
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For the next best, to Barnes & \Vashburn, . 
For the next best, to Franklin Winship, 

PnLOXF.s.-For the best ten distinct named varieties, to Hovey 
& Co., 

For the next best, to Antane Apple, . 
For the next best, to Barnes & \Vashburn, . 

PETUNIAs.-For the best collection, to Hovey & Co., 
For the next best, to l\Iartin Trautman, 
For the next best. not awarded, 

GLADIOLUS, GANDAVENSIS and FLORIBUNDUS varieties.-For the 
best ten varieties, in spikes, to Hovey & Co .. 

For the next best, to \Villiam H. Spooner, Jr., 
For the next best, to Barnes & \Vashburn, • 

Saturday, .llugust 25th. 

CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 

$3 00 

1 00 

5 00 

4 00 

3 00 

3 00 

2 00 

1 00 

5 00 

4 00 

3 00 

bottles, to Eliphalet Stone, . 4 00 

For the next best, to Antane Apple, • 3 00 

For the next best, to James Nugent, • 1 00 

Saturday, September 1st. 

CoT FLOwims.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Barnes & Washburn, 4 00 

For the next best, to A ntane Apple, . 3 00 

For the next best, to Martin Trautman, 1 00 

GERMAN AsTERs.-For the best thirty flowers, not less than ten 
varieties, to Evers & Comley, 5 00 

For the next best, to Thomas Walsh, 4 00 

For the next best, to Barnes & \Vashburn, . 3 00 

For the next best, to Hovey & Co., . 2 00 
VEREENAs.-For the best named collection, of twenty-four varie-

ties, a single truss of each, to Antane Apple, a prize of 4 00 

F1or the next best, to \Villiam H. Spooner, Jr., 3 00 

For the next best, to James l\IcTear, 2 00 
For the best new seedling, with foliage, the Society's silver 

medal, not awarded. 

Saturday, September 8th. 

CuT FLoWERs.-For the best display, filling not less than 150 
bottles, to Hovey & Co., 4 00 

For the next best, b Barnes & \Vashburn, 3 00 

For the next best, to Franklin Winship, I CO 

DAHLIAs.-Specimen Bloom-For the best named flower, to Hovey 
& Co., 2 00 

CLASS I. 
For the best eighteen named di�similar blooms, to Barnes & 

Washburn, . G 00 

For the next best, to Hovey &, Co., • 3 00 
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CLASS II. 
For the best twelve dissimilar named blossoms, to Martin 

Trautman, a prize of 
CLASS III. 

$4 00 

I<,or the best six named dissimilar blooms, to James Nugent, 2 00 
For the next best, to Barnes & '\Vashburn, , • 1 00 

PRIZES AWARDED AT THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION. 

BouQUETs.-For the best pair, suitable for the Bradlee Vases, a 
prize of the Bradlee plate, to Evers & Comley, valued at 

For the best pair, suitable for the Jones Vases, to Hovey & Co., 
a prize of 

PARLOR BouQUETs.-For the best pair, to James Nugent, a 
prize of 

For the next best, to Marshall P. 'Wilder, 
For the next best, to Martin Trautman, 
For the next best, not a warded, 
For the next best, do. 
For the next best, to James McTear, 

MANTEL BouQUETs.-For the best pair, not awarded, 
For the next best, to William E. Carter, 

HAND BoUQUETs.-For the best four, to Martin Trautman, 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

CuT FLOWERs.-For the best display, and best kept during the 
exhibition, to Hovey & Co., a prize of 

For the next best, to Barnes & Washburn, • 
For the next best, to Charles Copeland, 
For the next best, to G. G. Hubbard, 
For the next best, to Franklin Winship, 

AcHHIENES -For the best six pots, not larger than 12-inch, not 
awarded, 

For the next best, not a warded, 

10 00 

10 00 

7 00 
6 00 
5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 
5 00 
3 00 
5 00 
4 00 
3 00 

15 00 
12 00 
10 00 
8 00 
6 00 

5 00 
3 00 

The following additional prizes were awarded at the Annual Exhibi
tion:-

PLANTS IN PoTs.-For the best collection, of not less than twenty 
varieties, to Hovey & Co., 

For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 
For the next best, not a warded, 
For the next best, do. 

For the best ten varieties, in bloom, not awarded, 
For the next best, not a warded, 
For the next best, do. 

SPECIMEN PLANT.-For the best, to G. G. Hubbard, 
For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 
For the next best, to Azell Bowditch, 

25 00 
20 00 
15 00 
10 00 
12 00 
10 00 
8 00 
8 00 
6 00 
4 00 
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VARIF.GATF.D-LEAVED PLANTs.-For the best collection, not less 
than ten varieties, to Hovey & Co., 

For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 
For the next best, to .Martin Trautman, 

For the best single specimen, to Hovey & Co., 
For the next best, to G. G. Hubbard, 

FERNS AND LYCOPOD1U111s.-For the best collection, not less than 
ten varieties, to Hovey & Co., 

For the next best, to Evers & Comley, 
For the next best, to Martin Trautman, 

ORcnms.-For the best display, not less than five specimens, not 
awarded, 

For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, do. 

DAHLIAs.-For the best fifty blooms (dahlias not being included 
in the prizes for cut flowers), to Barnes & Washburn, 

For the next best, to Charles Copeland, 
For the next best, to Hovey & Co., • 

Saturday, .iVovember 17th. 

PARLOR BouQUETs.-For the best three, not awarded, 
For the next best, not a warded, 

HAND BoUQUETS.-For the best three, not awarded, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

GRATUITIES. 

The Committee have awarded the following Gratuities:-

To Evers & Comley, for display of epacris, 
do. do. for variegated daisy, 
do. do. for collection of ferns, 
do. do. for collection of begonias, 
do. do. for maranta regalis, 
do. do. for Tillansia acaulis zebrina, 
do. do. for native plants, 
do. do. for displays at various times, 

To Martin Trautman, for pot plants, 
do. do. for auriculas, 
do. do. for seedling petunias, 
do. do. for Dianthus Hedwegii, • 
do. do. for displays at various times, 

To Hovey & Co., for camellias, 
do. do. for azalea, 
do. do. for collection of plants, 
do. do. for petunias, 
do. do. for seedling pelargoniums, 
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$8 00 
5 00 
3 00 
5 00 
3 00 

5 00 
3 00 
2 00 

IO 00 
7 00 
5 00 

5 00 
3 00 
2 00 

3 00 
2 00 
2 00 
1 00 

$1 00 
1 00 
8 00 
8 00 
1 00 
1 00 
2 00 

13 00 
6 00 
2 00 
2 00 
1 00 
6 00 
2 00 
4 00 
8 00 
2 00 
2 00 
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To Hovey & Co., for Dianthus Hedwegii, 
do. do. for display of roses, . 
do. do. for Pteris argyrea, 
do. do. for Rondeletia speciosa major, 
do. do. for seedling cereus, • 
do. do. for displays at various times, • 

To Antane Apple, for azaleas and ericas, 
do. do. for collection of roses, 
do. do. for displays at various times, 

To Wm. C. Strong, for seedling pelargonium, • 
do. do. for fine gloxinias, • 
do. do. for displays, 

To James Nugent, for collection of roses, 
do. do. for displays, 

To James McTear, for fuchsia Rose of Castile, 
do. do. for bouquets, 
do. do. for displays, 

To Mrs. Benjamin Bruce, for bouquet, 
do. do. do. for displays, . 

To Marshall P. Wilder, for display of plants, 
do. do. for collection of roses, • 
do. do. Stephanotus floribundus, 

To \,Vm. H. Spooner, Jr., for fine verbenas, 
<lo. do. for fine Iris, • 
do. do. for the same, 
do. do. for fine Antirrhinums. 
do. do. for displays, • 

To Cambridge Botanic Garden, for cut flowers, 
do. do. do. for collection of plants, • 

To William T. Merrifield, for fine display of plants, 
To Edward S. Rand, for Maxillaria Harrisonii, • 

do. do. for Lycaste aromatica, 
do. do. for Pavetta Bourbonica, 
do. do. for Cattleya Forbesii, 
do. do. Coelogyne Wallichiana, • 

To J. Egerton, for floral decoration, 

$1 00 
2 00 
3 00 
1 00 
I 00 
6 00 
3 00 
5 00 
5 00 
1 00 
2 00 
4 00 
2 00 
9 00 
I 00 
3 00. 

16 00 
1 00 
5 00 
6 00 
5 00 
3 00 
3 (\0 
3 00 
I 00 
I 00 
7 00 
2 00 
5 00 
8 00 
I 00 
I 00 
5 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 

" A. C. Bowditch, for pressed flowers, 
" Azell Bowditch, for displays, 

Society's silver medal. 

" E. G. Kelley, for cut flowers, 
" E. A. Story, for the same, 
" Miss S. W. Story, for floral decorations, 

do. do. for wreaths, 
do. do. for baskets, 
do. do. for bouquets, 

To J. A. Kenrick, for magnolia, 
do. do. for displays, 

To Miss Annie C. Kenrick, for baskets of flowers, 
" Miss S. A. Russell, for displays, 

I 00 
1 00 
!:> 00 
2 00 
I 00 
2 00 
I 00 
I 00 
5 00 
4 00 
4 00 
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To Eliphalet Stone, for displays of roses, 
" l\Iiss E. 1\1. Harris, for bouquets, 

do. do. for wreaths, 
do. do. for displays, 

To G. G. Hubbard, for collection of roses, 
do. do. for displays, 

To \Varren Heustis, for display of roses, 
" Charles Copeland, for the same, 
" Francis Parkman, for delphiniums, 

do. do. for roses, 
do. do. for displays, 

To J. C. Chaffin, for display of roses, 
" Miss M. P. Wilson, for display, 
" Miss M. A. l\lunroe, for the same, 
" R. \V. Lincoln, for Kalmia latifolia, 
" Thos. Smallwood, for display, 
" \V m. E. Carter, for bouquets, 
" Thomas \Valsli, for displays, 
" J. J. Stone, for display, 
" J. F. C. Hyde, fJr the same, 

do. do. for seedling carnation, 
To J. \V. Walcott, for displays, 
" Dennis .Murray, for native plants, 

do. do. for pressed native orchids, . 
do. do. for fungi, . 

To Franklin \Vinship, for displays, 
" F. Thieler, for balsams, 
" Mrs. \Vetherell, for bouquets, 
" .l\Irs. Abner Pierce, for display, 
" Robert \Vatt, for asters, 
" Miss Hovey, for display, 
" l\Iiss Hudson, for basket, 
" \Vm. Wheelwright, for Peresteria elata, 
" Miss Driscoll, for display, 
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. $21 00 
2 00 
3 00 
1 00 
2 00 
5 00 
2 00 

10 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 
2 00 
1 00 
2 00 

12 00 
1 00 
J 00 

Society's silver medal. 
G 00 
6 00 
2 00 
l 00

10 00
l (10

I 00
1 00 
l 00
1 00 

l 00
1 00 
1 00 

The following Gratuities were awarded at the Annual Exhibition:-

To Chas. S. Storrow, for dahlias, 
" Wm. T. Emerson, for lemon tree, 
" Mrs. \Vm. Kenrick, for display, 
" Fred. Lamson, for baskets of flowers, 
" l\1 iss Annie Story, for pressed flowers, 
" Fred. Lockwood, for decoration, 
" Miss M. E. Capen, for pressed leaves, 
" Mrs. \Vm. Whiting, for bouquets, • 
" .Mrs. Abner Pierce, for decoration, 
"

0 

Dennis .Murray, for Sparissis crispa, 
do. do. for variegated natives, 

$:3 00 

l 00
1 00 
� 00 

l 00
l 00
1 00 
3 00 
1 00 

l 00
I 00
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To Thomas Walsh, for grass bouquets, • 
do. do. for coxcombs, 

To Mrs. Thomas Walsh, for grass bouquets, 
" Miss :i\1. A. Munroe, for wreath, 
" Francis Parkman, for delphiniums, • 
" \Varren H eustis, for cut flowers, 
" Miss E. M. Harris, for pressed flowers, 
" Eliphalet Stone, for cut flowers, 
" Miss S. A. Russell, for bouquets, 

do. do. for basket, 
To Miss S. \V. Story, for decoration, 
" Mrs. E. A. Story, for the same, 
" Mrs. C. M. Bowditch, for pressed flowers, 
" l\Irs. E. E. Bowditch, for basket, 
" Azell Bowditch, for cut flowers, 
" Wm. 'I'. Merrifield, for fine variegated-leaved plants, 
" Ed ward S. Rand, Jr., for Trichosanthes colubrina, 
" Cambridge Botanic Garden, for native plants, 

do. do. do. for Trichosanthes colubrina, 
" Wm. H. Spooner, Jr., for gladiolus, 
" James l\foTear, for plants, • 

do. do. for cut flowers, 
To James Nugent, for variegated Hydrangea, • 
" Hovey & Co., for Cyanophyllum Assamicum, 
" Martin Trautman, for Passiflora quadrangularis, 

do. do. for cut flowers, 

$1 00 

1 00 

1 00 

2 00 

1 00 

4 00 

2 00 

4 00 

3 00 

1 00 

1 00 

1 00 

3 00 

2 00 

4 00 

10 00 

1 00 

3 00 

1 00 

2 00 

3 00 

4 00 

I 00 

1 00 

3 00 

4 00 

The Committee have also awarded the following Gratuities for fine 
displays:-

To Joseph Breck, 
" Antane Apple, 
" James l\foTear, 
" 1\1. Trautman, 
" James Nugent, 
" Wm. H. Spooner, Jr., 
" F. Winship, 
" Miss Story, 
" J. A. Kenrick, 
" D. Zirngible, 
" Thomas Walsh, 
" Wm. C. Strong, 

EDWARD s. RAND, JR., 
GEO. \V. PRATT, 
A. APPLE,
JAMES McTEAR,
'fHOS. G. WHYTAL,
C. H. B. BRECK,

w�r. J. UNDERWOOD, 

. $25 00 

15 00 

IO 00 

8 00 

IO 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

IO 00 

5 00 

5 00 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE COMJIITTEE ON FRUITS, 

FoR THE YEAR 1860. 

BY J" AMES F. C. HYDE, CHAIRMAN, PRO TEM. 

The Fruit Committee, in accordance with the rules of the society, sub
mit their Annual Report. It has been the practice in years past fur the 
Chairman to make a lengthy Report of the exhibitions during the season 
of new fruits, and other matters of interest, before announcing the award 
of premiums. These reports have in past years been of considerable 
value. The Chairman of our Committee having been absent in Europe 
during nearly all of the past year, the making of this Report devolves upon 
a chairman pro tem., and it will not be found to be so full and complete as 
it would otherwise have been. The past year has been in some respects 
quite remarkable, for during the months of April and May, when there is 
usually an abundance of rain, there was very little; but about the first of 
June, the rains commenced, and from that time forward the earth was well 
supplied. Though the drouth was severe yet nothing seemed to suffer. 
The fruit trees came on well, and presented a beautiful bloom, giving prom
ise of the abundant harvest that was fully realized in the autumn. It has 
been observed that all the fruits, and especially the pears, have been deficient 
in flavor the past season, which may have been in consequence of the great 
amount of wet weather. It has been impossible to form a correct opinion of 
the merits of new pears from having tested them this year. The same will 
apply in a measure to other fruits. 

The winter fruit, apples and pears, have ripened up a month or more 
earlier this year than usual, while the pears have an unusual tendency to 
decay. It is the opinion of the most intelligent fruit-growers that the early 
ancl severe frost we had was partly the cause of this. Such pears as \Vin
ter Nelis, Lawrence and Glout Morceau, were fully ripe in the antumn 
months, and before winter fairly set in there were comparatively few pears 
to be found. The season has been one very favorable for the growth of 
trees, and fears are entertained by some that pear trees may suffer during 
the approaching winter. Fruit of all kinds has been very abundant and 
comparatively cheap. It is doubtful if money can be made by raising apples 
at the prices they have been sold for this fall. So it is doubtful if the cul
tivation of pears can be made profitable, unless under favorable circum
stances, and by good management. In proof of this position we would ask, 
how many have succeeded in growing good fruit, and profitable crops, out 
of the great number that have engaged in this pursuit? Very few. This 
often arises from a poor situation, neglect, or bad management, or perhaps 
an unfortunate selection of kinds. \Vhile this is true, it is equally true 
that some have been very successful with this fruit, and what has been 
done may be done again. It is a fine fruit: and even though it may not be 
grown to profit in all cases, still should be grown for home use, let it 
cost what it will. This rule will apply to all fruits, for no home would 
be complete without such luxuries. 



46 MASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

STRAWBERRIES. 

The crop of strawberries this year was very fine, except in a few instan
ces where the vines blasted. The Brighton Pine blasted badly in some 
localities. The show of this fruit at the rooms of the Society during the 
season was very fine. .Most of the old sorts and some new ones have been 
exhibited. Hovey's Seedling still maintains its high reputation, both as a 
market fruit and for amateur cultivation. No variety perhaps is more pro
fitable when properly cultivated. The Jenny Lind has appeared well from 
year to year, and is a favorite variety to grow with the Hovey's Seedling 
or separately ; though not of the highest quality, yet very desirable on 

• account of its size and earliness. 
Brighton Pine has done well in most cases, though it has blasted more 

than most other sorts. It is a fruit of good size, firm, good color and flavor. 
A desirable sort. 

Scott's Seedling is not considered worthy of general cultivation. 
Lady of the Lake, is a seedling from the Brighton Pine. Large, and 

said to be very pro<luctive, yet is coarse in appearance and texture, and of 
second quality. Does not seem to be desirable. 

Cutter's Seedling is a comparatively new sort, of fair quality, medium 
size, color similar to Jenny Lind. Its value will depend upon its hardiness 
and productiveness. Though it has not been fully tested, yet it seems to 
show good qualitiP.s. 

A strawberry shown by .Messrs. Bunce & Co. was new to the Committee. 
It was of medium sizP., color rather light, fine texture, not very firm, flavor 
good, lacks spirit somewhat. Worthy of a further trial. 

Rooker.-Color dark red, like \-Vilson's Albany, though more glossy; 
good size, acid, and of high flavor; not always hardy. It does not seem to 
be a desirable sort for this region. 

Wilson's .fl_lbany-Is of a dark, dull, dirty color; good size, very produc
tive, but very acid and of poor quality; unworthy of general cultivation, 

La Constance.-This is a new French variety exhibited for the first time 
this season, by Hovey & Co. Fruit very large, color of Hovey's Seedling, 
of regular conical form, quite firm, flavor good, great bearer, and may prove 
a valuable variety for amateurs. 

lfonderfitl.-A new English variety, large size, coxcomb shape, dark 
color, firm, flavor good; said to be very productive. 

May Queen.-Same origin as the last; small, early, flavor fair ; same 
season as Jenny Lind ; not desirable. 

Bonte de S!. Julien.-A foreign sort. Fruit large, color rich crimson, 
coxcomb shape, flavor peculiar, great bearer. 

Duke de .Malakoff-Large size, color dark, flavor decidedly poor, not 
worthy of cultivation. 

• 

Lri Btlle Bordelaise.-A French variety of strong Hautbois flavor, highly 
esteemed by some and as strongly disliked by others; very productive. 
To amateurs who are fon<l of a strawberry of this flavor, it is of value. 
None of the foreign sorts rank high when compared with the best Ameri
ca.n varieties, and are not desirable for gene:al cultivation. Exper;ence 
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has shown that Hovey's Seedling, with some varieties for impregnation, is 
one of the very best sorts known. Jenny Lind and Brighton Pine are vari
eties worthy of general cultivation. Some would include Boston Pine, 
which itt a frait of high flavor, but not first-rate for market, as it does not 
hold its color well. It is sometimes grown with Hovey's Seedling. The 
strawberry crop is one of considerable importance around our large cities, 
and the Society has been very liberal in offering premiums for this delicious 
fruit. ,vhile so many new varieties are being brought forward, from year 
to year, it becomes of the highest importance that every new variety should 
be thoroughly tested and fully endorsed by some Horticultural Society be
fore the public should venture to purchase very largely of it, unless they 
are anxious to be cheated out of their money and labor. Of all the new 
sorts that have been introduced within a few year.-;, few stand the test for 
this part of the country, while a host of such varieties as Peabody, Wil
son's Albany, Richardson's Early, Late, and Cambridge, Scott's Seedling, 
McAvoy's Superior, and many other American sorts, to say nothing of the 
legion of foreign sorts, which have in almost every instance proved fail
ures, have been or soon will be forgotten, as they deserve to be. There is 
still room for improvement in this fruit, for the public very much want, 
what it is feared they will not soon get, a variety w.hich will combine the 
size and color of the Hovey's Seedling, the flavor of Burr's New Pine, or 
Boston Pine, the hardiness of the \Vild Strawberry, and the productiveness 
of the \Vilson's Albany. The man who shall obtain such a sort may ven
ture to introduce it with the fullest assurance that he will be richly rewarded. 
\Ve have read during the past year of sorts that promise all this, and per
haps more, such as Feast's Fillmore, Great Austin Shaker Seedling, Wiz
ard of the North, Triomphe de Gand, and others that are already or soon 
will be for sale. It will be well to try them on a small scale at first, for it is 
very doubtful if they will all prove acquisitions. 

CHERRIES. 

The show of Cherries at the rooms was much better the past se:1son than 
the year previous. The Black Tartarian takes the lead for size and quality. 
Black Eagle was as fine as usual. The Cumberland appeared very well. 
The Downer is, perhaps, all things considered, one of the most valuable 
sorts. It is grown extensively for market. 

RASPBERRIES. 

This fruit was produced this year in great perfection. The varieties 
most extensively cultivated are Franconia, which is grown by market gar
deners; Knevett's Giant, which does not bear transportation as well as the 
former variety, though a very much better fruit; and the Ilrinckle's Orange, 
which is very handsome and productive, but not a favorite with the market 
farmers. 

CURRANTS. 

A great many specimens of Currants were sh0wn, and some of them of 
very large s;ze. A new and very pretty currant, the Gloire of Sablons, 
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has been introduced from France. It is very small, acid, and valuable only 
on account of its unique and pretty striped appearance. 'fhe Cherry Cur
rant, which is extensively cultivated, is a very large, coarse, acid variety of 
decidedly poor quality. It may do for a market fruit until it is more fully 
known. La Caucase, Versaillaise, Red and White Grape, and many 
other sorts have been shown, which appear well; but, so far as your Commit
tee can judge, the old sorts, Red and White Dutch, still maintain their 
position at the top of the list. 

GOOSEBERRIES. 
The exhibition of Gooseberries was very fine. Two or three contributed 

English sorts grown to great perfection. Of the American varieties, 
Houghton's Seedling and Mountain Seedling take the lead. The latter is 
a new sort that originated among the Shakers at New Lebanon, New York, 
and on account of its erect habit, great productiveness, good size, and free
dom from mildew, promises to be a valuable acquisition, though the fruit is 
not of the very highest quality. 

BLACK BERRIES. 
The display of this fruit has never been surpassed. Some two or three 

contributors lead off with this fruit in a surprising manner. The Dorches
ter seems to be the favorite, while the Lawton is not extensively cultivated. 

PLUMS. 
A few contributors have shown fine specimens of this fruit. It is not 

very extensively grown in this vicinity. 

PEACHES. 
The crop of peaches was good this year and some splendid specimens of 

Coolidge's Favorite, Crawford's Early, and other well-known sorts were on 
our tables. There is strong reason to believe that the peach is recovering 
from its diseased condition, and that we shall again be able to raise peaches 
as of old. \Ve hope this may be the case, for no fruit is perhaps more de
licious, while it may be eaten freely by sick and well without fear of inju-
rious consequences. 

GRAPES. 
The crop of Grapes this year has been almost an entire failure. It is 

true there have been a few fine �nes exhibited that were grown in particu
larly favorable localities. But these cases are only exceptions to the gen
eral fact. It is certain that we must have one of two things if we would 
have ripe grapes, either longer and warmer seasons, a matter over which we 
have no great control, or new varieties that will ripen earlier than those 
now cultivated. \Ve are obliged to go without grapes two years out of 
three. Even the Concord, that is claimed to be ten days or a fortnight 
earlier than the Isabella, did not as a general thing ripen this year. \Vhat 
is true of this variety is true of all varieties of good quality. There were 
some grapes shown at our rooms, by l\Ir. James II ill, as early as Septem
ber first, but they were so outrageously poor that your Committee fee l 
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called upon to caution the public against them unless they desire a very 
bad grape; one that is so foxy and hard as scarcely to be eatable. A few 
Diana, Delaware, Hartford Prolific, and other grapes, were shown, of very 
satisfactory appearance. 

Allen's Hybrid and Allen's No. 13 were on exhibition several times, and 
were tested by your Committee. 

The former is a grape of the best quality, and said to be hardy. If such 
should prove to be the case, and our seasons will allow of its ripening, it 
must be a valuable sort. Of the No. 13, we cannot say as much in praise, 
though time may prove it to be equally valuable. A grape was sent to the 
Society called the Ontario, but your Committee believe it to be identical 
with Union Village. It is evident that the cultivation of hardy grapes in 
this State has thus far been nearly or quite a failure; and yet every year 
there are new varieties announced that are superior to all others, the best 
grape in the world, and to be just what the public need, which, after a fair 
trial, prove to be no better, if as good as the old and well-known varieties. 
There is a broad field open for experiment in this direction, and he who 
will produce a good grape, that will ripen every year, will prove a true 
benefactor. The grape is a luxury which the people should have within 
their reach, for any one who has a square yard of ground can plant a grape 
vine, and had better do so, if a variety can be found that will ripen. 

APPLES. 

The past year has been one of great fruitfulness, and the apple has 
yielded its fruit in great abundance. It has been the bearing year with 
the Baldwin, a variety which is largely cultivated in this region. The 
display of apples of all kinds, at the weekly exhibitions and at the Annual 
Show, has never been surpassed, if equalled. The tables at the Music 
Hall were loaded to their fullest capacity, and yet there was not room for 
all the fruit, and especially for the apples that were brought in. Among 
the newer kinds the Primate, Gravenstein and Washington hold high rank. 
The list of apples is very large, and yearly increasing. The Pomological 
Society should condemn and entirely discard many of the poorer sorts. 

PEARS. 

The crop of this fruit has been remarkably large this year. Never, in 
the history of the country, have pears sold so low in Boston market as 
during the month of September of this year. Bartlett pears, of good 
quality, sold as low as two dollars per bushel, while those of inferior 
quality sold at a still lower rate. This may not be the case again for 
many years. It is desirable to have the price reasonably low, so that the 
people may buy and eat of this fruit. The varieties of pears are so numer
ous that a novice is lost in wonder and bewilderment when he takes up the 
Catalogues of our nurserymen to select a dozen or two trees for his own 
garden. The question is often asked, what varieties shall we raise? One 
of our intelligent cultivators will answer, plant for six varieties, Bartlett, 
Seckel, Beurre Bose, Fulton, Winter Nelis, and Buffum. Another would 

4 
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add, or substitute, Beurre d' Anjou, Merriam, Louise Bonne de Jersey, 
Flemish Beauty, Sheldon, Swan's Orange, and other sorts. The Glout 
:Morceau has done unusually well this year. It is pretty certain if a soil 
is at all adapted to the production of pears one cannot get far astray if 
he plants these sorts, while experience may teach him that there are other 
varieties that can be grown to profit. Some new varieties have been 
shown during the past season. The Hovey, or Dana's No. 16, has been 
before the Society for seyeral years, and has fully sustained the high opin
ion at first entertained concerning it. It is a pear of the highest quality, of 
fair size, and long-keeping for an autumn pear; a vigorous, symmetrical 
grower, with beautiful, glossy, camellia-like foliage. It promises to take a 
high rank among our best pears. The Committee have examined and 
tested several of l\Ir. Dana's other seedlings, including the l\Iace, Ladies' 
Favorite, and others, not yet named, but do not consider them of any par
ticular value. l\Ir. Dana has been very successful in producing new seed
lings, several of which have found their way into the Catalogues of the 
nurserymen 

. Mr. Thaddeus Clapp exhibited the fruit of several seedling pears, raised 
by him from seed planted in 1848. The following descriptions were 
kindly furnished by l\Ir. Clapp:-

" Seedling, No. 1. This pear was raised from the seed of the Flemish 
Beauty, and, in many respects, as to quality, time of ripening, and external 
appearance, resembles its parent, except it is more globular in form, and 
inferior in size. In flavor, however, it is more sprightly and vinous, and 
hence, by some tastes, preferred. Ripe, from the second to the last week 
in September. Tree, vigorous and productive." 

The Committee dirl not regard this pear as particularly valuable, from its 
near resemblance to its parent, without any advantages over it. 

"Seedling, No. 2. On exhibition at the Horticultural Rooms, September 
first. This is, perhap�, a seedling of the Seckel, which it resembles in 
form and quality. Size, nearly medium; skin, of a �reenish russet, be
coming yellow towards maturity; fle5h, rich, sweet and juicy. The fruit 
should be picked early, for, if allowed to mature on the tree, it is apt to 
become dry and mealy. Ripe, from the middle to the last of August." 

The Committee believe this pear to be well worthy of a further trial. 
"Seedling, No. 3, or Clapp's Favorite. This tree has, from the first, 

attracted attention, on account of its vigorous growth and the beauty of its 
foliage. It presents a smooth trunk, the lower branches horizontal, or 
gently inclined; upper ones erect, and thickly set with fruit-spurs; leaves, 
large, of a deep glossy green, thick and camellia-like. It has never shown a

thorn. Through favor of Col. \Vi Ider, I here avail myself of a description 
of the fruit, as furnished him by J\Ir. Charles Downing." " Clapp's Fa
vorite. Fruit, large, obovate, pyriform; greatest diameter, towards the 
centre; slightly angular, surface uneven; somewhat in general appearance 
like the Bartlett ; skin, very thin, pale lemon-yellow, marbled and faintly 
splashed with crimson and fawn, when fully exposed to the sun, and 
thickly sprinkled with brown dots, and sometimes slight traces of russet. 



FRUIT COl\IMITTEE'S REPORT, 51 

Stalk, nearly an inch long, stout, and somewhat fleshy, a little inclined, 
inserted in a slight depression ; calyx open, or partially closed, segments 
stiff and erect; basin shallow, slightly corrugated. Flesh, white, fine, 
juicy, buttery, melting, with a rich, sweet, delicate vinous flavor, a little 
perfumed. A new, promising fruit. Ripe, last week of August and first 
week of September." 

This is truly one of the most promising varieties that has come before 
your Committee, and they do not hesitate to say that they believe it will 
be a great acquisition to our early autumnal pears. 

"Seedling, No. 4, or Dorchester Beauty. The tree is a fine grower, and 
very productive. I here insert a description from the same source as the 
preceding. Size, rather large, 2¾ by 2� inches; form, obovate; skin, yel
low, with a carmine cheek, inclining to orange, and containing a few gray 
dots; stem, three fourths of an inch long, inserted in a very small cavity, 
with several faint rings; calyx, medium; segments, erect, set in a super
ficial plaited basin; core, medium ; seed, plump, light brown; flesh, not 
very juicy; flavor, pleasant; quality, very good. Ripe, from the middle of 
August to the middle of September. In size and attractiveness so pre
possessing that it is worthy of cultivation." 

This is one of the most beautiful looking pears that have been produced, 
but the specimens tested by the Committee were dry, aud of ordinary 
quality. The past season having been unfavorable for the production of 
fruit of high flavor, it is not safe to express a very decided opinion of any 
new fruit. 

"Seedling, No. 20. The form of this pear resembles that of the 1\Iarie 
Louise ; size, somewhat above medium : skin, greenish ; flesh, fine-grained, 
melting and juicy, and so nearly resembling the Bartlett in flavor as 
scarcely to be distinguished from it; hence, probably, a seedling of that 
variety. The fruit keeps well, not rotting at the core, and is in use from 
the last week in September to the middle of October." 

This fruit was twice tested by the Committee, and they are unanimously 
of the opinion that it never will be a desirable sort. The flavor is like the 
unpleasant part of the flavor of the Bartlett, intensified. Mr. Clapp is an 
intelligent cultivator, and we shall watch his experiments with a good deal 
of interest, and if he never gives to the world another pear except the 
Clapp'i3J Favorite, he will long be remembered. 

Hon. Samuel Walker placed upon the tables his new seedling pear, 
which is s:iid to be very productive. It is a pear of medium size, russet 
color, with red cheek, stout stem, and of a very remarkable strong cinna
mon flavor. This is a chance seedling, and certainly a promising one. 

There was a pear brought into the annual exhibition by J. F. C. Hyde, 
from the farm of Mr. William Aiken, of Newton Centre, which was sup
posed to be the St . .Michael. The best judges could not agree upon what 
to call it, for, though it resembled some of the old sorts, yet it was some
what peculiar. After a careful examination of the tree, there is little doubt 
but that it is a seedling. If it should prove to be a new variety, it will be 
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a valuable addition to our list of pears, as all agree that it is of the first 
quality, good size, and ripens the last of September to the first of October. 

A seedling pear, which was sent from New Haven by Mr. E. E. Clark, 
appears to be a seedling of the Jargonelle, and promises to be of some 
value. Other seedling pears have been tested, but none found to possess 
any considerable merit. 

Among the older sorts that appeared we11 on the tables, were Supreme 
de Q,uimper, Pinneo, Ott, Brandywine, Sterling, Tyson, Dearborn's Seed
ling, Bartlett, and others among the early varieties. Among the fall pears, 
Beurre Superfin, Beurre Sterkman or Hardy, Andrews, Buffum, Beurre 
Bose, Beurre Diel, Beurre d' Anjou, Duchess d' Angouleme, Merriam, Swan's 
Orange, Seckel, and other well-known sorts, appeared remarkably well. Of 
the winter fruit, the Lawrence, Glout Morceau, and Winter Nelis were 
very fine. 

A few specimens of the new pear, Dnrandeau, or De Tongres, were 
exhibited and tested by your Committee. The annexed description we 
take from Hovey's Magazine: "This is another noble and beautiful pear. 
It was raised by M. Durandeau, at Tongres, in France, and was first put 
into the market in 1851. It is called sometimes by the name of its culti
vator, and sometimes by that of the town where it was raised. The tree is 
moderately vigorous on the pear root, but is rather tender and weak on the 
quince. It forms a handsome pyramid, and bears young and abundantly. 
Fruit, very large, pyriform, much swollen out; skin, delicate, covered with 
a fine golden russet, tinged with red when fairly exposed to the sun; flesh, 
fine, buttery, very juicy, vinous, sprightly, and deliciously perfumed. It is 
a pear of the highest quality, which, with its size and beauty, must make 
it a general favorite. It ripens in October, and keeps some time." 

New pears should be received with some caution, and, whether foreign 
or native sorts, should be well tested before they are recommended for 
general cultivation. A man must be very bold who will introduce a new 
pear for popular favor when there are so many varieties of such high merit. 
It is perfectly absurd to add one after another to the long list of pears, 
unless they are better in some respect than any other variety ripening at 
the same season, either in size, beauty,-which has much to do with the 
sale of the fruit,-productiveness, hardiness, quality, its long-keeping, or 
in some other quality surpassing everything now on the list. Every new 
fruit should undergo this test, and if it fails to come up to it, then refuse to 
admit it into good society. This should apply to all fruits. 

Increased attention is being paid to the growing of pears for the market. 
:Many new orchards have been set out in the vicinity of Boston within a 
year or two. A large portion of the trees so set will never yield much 
fruit, for the trees will not receive that care and attention which they de
mand, and must have, where success is attained. Few soils seem to be 
perfectly well adapted to the growing of this fruit, while in some localities 
it is next to impossible to raise either trees or fruit. The larger and fairer 
specimens, but perhaps not the best in flavor, are raised on what was once 
salt marsh, which has been filled up and prepared for trees. Dwarf pears 



FRUIT COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 53 seem to flourish better on such soils than in any other locality. It is safe to say to any and all who are about setting a pear orchard-first, be sure you have a suitable soil; secondly, that it is well prepared by trenching or subsoiling; thirdly, that it is well enriched to begin with, and kept in such a condition year after year; fourthly, that you have good trees, with good roots, of good varieties, and then well set out. After all this is done, make up your mind to be content with a few pears for the first seven years, if the trees be standards; and even after they come into full bearing, that they will pay, take one year with another, only a fair profit on the investment. It is quite time that the public were made to understand that the money obtained from fruit sold is not clear profit. To those who cultivate for pleasure, or for other reasons than that of profit, these remarks will be of less value. In bringing this report to a close, it should be remarked that every individual member of the Committee cannot be held responsible for the opinions expressed in it, for it must of necessity be prepared by some one, and that one will be likely to give his own peculiar views in such a report. In the award of premiums and gratuities, the Committee have Pndeavored to do justice to all parties, and if they have failed in any particular, it certainly was not intentional. As most men believe that what they raise is better than that grown by their neighbors, it is sometimes very difficult to give entire satisfaction to all parties. It has, however, been the earnest desire of the Committee to do their whole duty as they understand it. JOSEPH 8. CABOT, lJAMES F. c. HYDE, WILLIAM A. HARRIS, \V. C. STRONG, Fruit Committee. A. C. BOWDITCH, J E. A. STORY,GUSTAVE EvEas,
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PRIZES AWARDED FOR FRUITS DURING THE SEASON. 

For the best and most interesting exhibitions of Fruits during the 
season, the Lowell plate, to Hovey & Co., • $15 00 

For the next best, to H. Vandine, • IO 00
For the next best, to J. F. Allen, 7 00 

APPLEs.-For the best twelve Summer apples, on or before the 
third Saturday of August, to Bowen Harrington, for Wil
liams, 

For the next best, to Thaddeus Clapp, for Sweet Bough, 
For the next best, to G. B. Cordwell, for Early Harvest, 

For the best twelve Autumn apples, on or before the third 
Saturday of November, to Thaddeus Clapp, for Wash
ington, . 

For the next best, to James Eustis, for Gravenstein, 
For the next best, to Bowen Harrington, 

For the best twelve \Vinter apples, on or before the first Satur
day in December, to Thaddeus Clapp, for Baldwin, 

For the next best, to F. H. Corey, for Rhode Island Greening, 
For the next best, to B. Brown, for Yellow Bellflower, 

APRICOTs.-For the best twelve, on or before the third Saturday 
of August, not awarded, 

For the next best, not a warded, 
BLACKBERRIEs.-For the best specimens, not less than two boxes, 

to James Nugent, 
For the next best, to Galen l\Ierriam, 
For the next best, to J. \V. Foster, 
For the next best, not awarded. 

CHERRIEs.-For the best specimens, not less than two boxes, to 
William Bacon, 

For the next best, to G. B. Cordwell, 
For the next best, to C. E. Grant, • 

CuRRANTs.-For the best specimens, not less than two boxes, to 
J. W. Foster, for Red Dutch, 

For the next best, to James Nugent, for Red Dutch, 
For the next best, to M. P. W'ilder, 

Frns.-For the best twelve spcci· tens, to Josiah Newhall, 
For the next best, to J. F. Allen, • 

GoosEBERRIEs.-For the best specimens, not less than two boxes, 
to James Mitchell, 

For the next best, to A. D. \Vebber, 
For the next best, to G. G. Hubbard, 

GRAPEs.-For the best specimens, grown under glass, on or be
fore the third Saturday in July, to l\Irs. Durfee, • 

For the next best, to M. H. Simpson, 
For the next best, to Oliver Bennett, 

6 00 
4 00 
3 00 

6 00 
4 00 
3 00 

6 00 
4 00 
3 00 

5 00 
4 00 
3 00 

4 00 
3 00 
2 00 

3 00 
2 00 
1 00 
3 00 
2 00 

3 00 
2 00 
1 00 

8 00 
6 00 
4 00 
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For the best specimens, grown under glass, subsequently to the 
third Saturuay of July, to Oliver Bennett, 

For the next best, to J. F. Allen, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

For the best specimens of Native Grapes, to C. E. Grant, for 
Isabella, 

For the next best, to Kendall Bailey, for Isabella, . 
For the next best, to F. Dana, for Diana, 
For the next best, not awarded, 
For the next best, not awarded, 

l\IELONs.-For the best .Muskmelon, grown under glass, on or be
fore the third Saturday in July, to 

For the best Muskmelon, open culture, on or before the third 
Saturday in September, to E. M. Richards, 

For the best \V atermelon, on or before the third Saturday in 
September, to Thomas \Valsh, . 

NEcTARINEs.-For the best twelve specimens, to J. F. Allen, 
PEACHEs.-For the best twelve specimens, grown under glass, 

on or before the third Saturday in July, to Oliver Bennett, 
For the next best, to C. S. Holbrook, 
For the next best, to J. F. Allen, 
For the next best, not a warded, 

For the best twelve specimens, open culture, to Thaddeus Clapp, 
For the next best, to George A. Mudge, 
For the next best, to R. \V. Ames, 
For the next best, to G. R. Sampson, 

PEARs.-For the best collection, not exhibited before, this year, 
the Society's plate, 

For the next best, 
For the best twelve specimens Summer pears, on or before the 

third Saturday in August, to P.R. L. Stone, for Bloodgood, 
For the next best, to Hovey & Co., for Bloodgood, . 
For the next best, to H. Vandine, for Beurre Giffard, 

For the best twelve Autumn pears, on or before the third Sat-
urday in November, to J. F. Allen, for Seckel, 

For the next best, to H. Vandine, for Buffum, 
For the next best, to P. J. Stone, for Van Mons Leon le Clerc, 
For the next best, to Hovey & Co., for l\Ioore's Pound, 

For the best twelve \Vinter pears, on or before the first Satur-
day in DecemLer, to A. J. Dean, for Beum� Diel, 

For the next best, to J. B. Loomis, for Lawrence, . 
For the next best, to William R. Austin, 
For the next best, to \Villiarn R. Austin, 

P Lu111s.-For the best specimens, not less than two boxes, to 
R. \V. Ames, 

For the next best, to H. Vandine, • 
For the next best, to F. Dana, for Jefferson, 
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2 00 
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5 00 
4 00 
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5 00 
3 00 
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4 00 
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Qu1NcEs.-For the best twelve specimens, to Thomas Page, 
For the next best, to E. l\I. Richards, 

$3 00 
2 00 

RASPBERR1Es.-For the best specimens, not less than two boxes, 
to J. \V. Foster, 

For the next best, to \Villiam R. Austin, for Knevet's Giant, 
For the next best, to \Villiam R. Austin, for Franconia, 

4 00 
3 00 
2 00 
1 00 For the next best, to George Davenport, 

STRA WBERRIEs.-For the best display, during the season, to 
Hovey & Co., 8 00 

6 00 For the best collection, shown at one time, to Hovey & Co., • 
For the best specimens, not less than two boxes, to J. \V. 

Foster, for Brighton Pine, 
For the next best, to \V. H. Barnes, for Brighton Pine, 
For the next best, to T. \Yaish, for Jenny Lind, 
For the next best, to Isaac Fay, for Jenny Lind, 

GRATUITIES. 

5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 

To F. Dana, for Seedling pear No. 16, (Hovey,) Silver medal, and 
" Thaddeus Clapp, for new pears, 

$-20 00 
3 00 
3 00 
2 00 
1 00 
3 00 
1 00 
3 00 
2 00 

" Samuel \Valker, for new pear, 
" \Varren Heustis, for De Tongres pear, 
" G. A. Godbold, for De Tongres pear, 
" Hovey & Co., for new pears, 
" \V. A. Crafts, for Glout l\Iorceau pear, 
" F. H. Corey, for collection of fruits, 
" G. L. Stearns, for peaches, • 
" Dr. Bemis, for collection of apples, • 
" J. B . .t\Ioore, for Golden Russet apples, 
" l\Iarshall P. \Vilder, for fruits during the season, 
" Joseph Breck, do. do., 
" Bowen Harrington, do. do., 
" J. \V. Foster, do. do., 
" Asa Clement, do. do., 
" James Eustis, for apples, 
" \Villiam Bacon, for pears, 
" John A. Kenrick, for apples, 
" \V. C. Strong, for currants and grapes, 
" George B. Cutter, for grapes, 
" J. \V. Manning, for fruit during the season, • 
" Oliver Bennett, do. do., 
" C. E. Grant, do. do., 
" Kendall Bailey, for grapes, • 
" James l\Iunroe, for apples, • 
" E. A. Story, for apples, 
" George Davenport, for grapes, 
" Thomas \Valsh, 

Silver medal. 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 �o
3 00 
3 00 
5 00 
3 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 
3 00 
1 00 
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PRIZES FOR FRUITS AWARDED DURING THE ANNUAL 
EXHIBITION. 

For the best 12 Bartlett pears, the STANWOOD SILVER CuP, to 
Alexander Dickinson, valued at . . $25 00 

APPLEs.-For the best twenty varieties, of twelve specimens each, 
the Lyman Plate, to Thaddeus Clapp, 

For the next best, to A. D. \Villiams, 
For the next best, to Asa Clement, 

For the best fifteen varieties, twelve speeimens each, to Hovey 
& Co., 

For the next best, to J. \V. Foster, 
For the next best, to Josiah Stickney, 

For the next best ten varieties, twelve specimens each, to 
John Gordon, 

For the next best, to B. Bruce, 
For the next best, to E. S. Rand, 

For the best five varieties, of twelve specimens each, to J. 
Gammell, 

For the next best, to Thomas \Valsh, 
For the next best, to Bowen Harrington, 

For the best dish of apples, twelve specimens of one variety, to 
\Varren Heustis, 

For the next best, to Thaddeus Clapp, 
For the next best, to Thomas Marsh, 
For the next best, to W. Bachelder, 

PEARs.-For the best twenty varieties, of twelve specimens each, 
to Hovey & Co., 

For the next best, to William Bacon, 
For the next best, to John Gordon, 

For the best fifteen varieties, of twelve specimens each, to 
J. Eaton,

For the next best, to Hervey Davis, 
For the next best, to \V m. R. Austin, 

For the best ten varieties, of twelve specimens each, to Jesse 
Haley, • 

For the next best, to Francis Dana, 
For the next best, to \V. H. Barnes, 

For the best five varieties, of twelve specimens each, to \V. P. 
Butterfield, 

For the next best, to S. \V. Fowle, 
For the best dish of pears, twelve specimens of one variety, 

to A. D. \V1lliams, for Seckel, • 
For the next best, to John Gordon, for Beurre Bose, 
For the next best, to J. Eaton, for F. Beauty, 
For the next best, to \V. R. Austin, for E. Beurre, • 

20 00 
15 00 

12 00 

12 00 
10 00 
8 00 

8 00 
6 00 
5 00 

6 00 
5 00 
4 00 

5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 

25 00 
20 00 
16 00 

15 00 
12 00 
10 00 

10 00 
8 00 
6 00 

6 00 
5 00 

5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 
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PEACHEs.-For the best collection of not less than eight varieties, 
to Thaddeus Clapp, • $10 00

For the next best, to Francis Dana, 6 00
For the best collection of not more than four varieties, to Joseph 

Breck, • 
For the next best, to Samuel \Valker, 

PLu:Ms.-For the best collection of not more than four varieties, 
to \Villiam Bacon, 

For the next best, to H. Vandine, . 
GRAPES, FoREIGN.-For the best five varieties, two bunches each, 

to E. S. Rand, 
For the next best, to Joseph Breck, 

For the best two varieties, two bunches each, to C. E. Grant, • 
For the next best, to G. G. Hubbard, . 

For the best collection, not less than six varieties, to Mrs. F. 
B. Durfee,

For the next best, to H. S. Mansfield, 
GRAPES, NA'l'IVE.-For the best specimens, to George Davenport, 

For the next best, to G. B. Cutter, 

5 00 
4 00 

5 00 
4 00 

IO 00 
8 00 
5 00 
4 00 

IO 00 
8 00 
5 00 
4 00 
3 00 For the next best, to I. P. Clark, 

For the next best, • not a warded. 

GRATUITIES. 

To Hovey and Co., for collection of pears, 
To Marshall P. Wilder, do. do. 
To Samuel \Valker, do. do. 
To Josiah Stickney, do. do. 
To Aaron D. Weld do. do. 
To Wm. H. Spooner, Jr., do. do. 
To N. R. Child, do. do. 
To W. T. Andrews, do. do. 
To J. F. Allen, George Newhall, Charles Newhall, J. S. Sleeper, J. 

B. Smith, H. Vandine, J. R. Poor, $3 each,
To N. White, J. B. Loomis, J.C. Chase, R. S. Frost, Augustus 

Parker, C. D. Swain, S. Downer, J. W. Merrill, John A. 
Kenrick, William Aiken, and E. A. Story, $2 each, 

To Isaac Fay, W. R. Sampson, R. Lamson, G. Gilbert, N. Har
ris, Jame>' Munroe, J. Parker, and .Mrs. S. C. Cole, $1 
each,· 

To G. G. Hubba1d, for orchard-house fruit, and to Smith & Han
chett, Syracuse, N. Y., for collection of pears and apples, 

IO 00 
IO 00 
8 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
4 00 
4 00 

21 00 

22 00 

8 00 

each, Silver medal. 
PLul\1s.-Joseph Breck, A. J. Dean, J. B.Loomis, John l\Iulley, C. 

Hill, Jr., $2 each, 
To H. Homer, Francis Dana, R. W. Ames, A. R. Roberts, $1 

each, 
PEACHEs.-J. F. Allen, Asa Clement, S. Sweetser, \Vm. Paige, 

A. H. Ramsey, $2 each, 

IO 00 

4 00 

IO 00 
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To E. Paige, S. Howard, G. E. Howard, G. E. Ridler, Charles 
Williams, Benj. Bruce, Mrs. S. Pratt, G. Stedman, J.B. 
Loomis, \V. P. Lamson, N.Harris, T.J.Elliott, H. ·winship, 
J. W. Merrill, $3 each, . 

NEcTARJNEs.-To G. W. Willis, $2. To W. Delano, $1. 
GRAPES.-To A. Davenport, for Native Grapes; to J. Fiske Allen, 

for a display of greenhouse grapes, $2 each, 
APPLEs.-For collections, to G. G. Hubbard, Joseph Breck, S. B. 

Blagge, George Newhall, E. M. Richards, Eben Wight, 
S. M. Weld and W.W. Wheildon, $3 each,

To J. A. Stetson, \V. T. Andrews, James Munroe, and E. C. 
Sparhawk, $2 each, 

To Samuel Walker, for Gravensteins, 
To Isaac Fay, K Spalding, l\Irs. S. \V. Cole, J. H. Chadwick, 

\V. P. Baker, J. B. Judkins, Nathaniel White, J. W. 
Manning, Eliphalet Stone and E. Luke, $1 each, for collec
tions, 

To Seth \V. Fowle, \V. J. Breed, J. B. l\loore, and Mrs. Lydia 
Dodge, $1 each, for single dish, . 

To E. A. Story, for dish of Orange Sweets, 
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4 00 

24 00 
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1 00 

10 00 
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1 00 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON VEGETABLES, 

Foa THE YEAR 1860. 

BY DANIEL T. CURTIS, CHAIRMAN. 

In conformity to the By-Laws of the Society, we offer our report for the 
past year. Your Committee feel gratified at the renewed interest mani
fested during the past season, as evinced by the healthy competition among 
contributors for the prizes in this department, and look forward with confi
dence to increased efforts in the future. 

The kitchen garden is often regarded, by those who may be following 
larger and more complicated pursuits of life, as a spot hardly deserving 
notice; yet to the intelligent and reflecting mind, what place can be made 
more attractive? No land pays a higher rate of interest than a well-man
aged kitchen garden, and the quantity of vegetables it may be made to 
produce, under proper cultivation, is really astonishing. The eye, as well 
as the other senses, cannot fail to be pleased by a well-stocked vegetable 
garden; it not only contributes largely to good living, but also to healthy 
exercise and refinement. 

The cultivation of vegetables for the markets of large cities is one of 
those branches of agricultural science that requires a very practical mind. 
Where do we find this better illustrated, than at the well-conducted market 
gardens in this vicinity,-the Williams', the French's, the Coolidge's, the 
Crosby's, the Stone's, the Rand's, the Stickney's, and others in the environs 
of Boston that have contributed so much to the interests of the Society, 
and we may truly say of the Commonwealth, during the past thirty years, 
by developing the science of agriculture? 

During the season there have been but few new varieties offered for 
examination, and these may be left until another sea.son for further trial. 
The varieties placed on the tables were a "Hybrid sweet corn," raised by 
A. D. Webber; the" Honolulu Nectarine squash," by Josiah Newhall; and

"Perfected tomato," by George Newhall.
The "Victoria .Marrow pea," grown by Bowen Harrington, and exhibited 

for the first time this season, is one that we judge worthy the attention of 
every cultivator of this delicious vegetable. As to flavor, we think it has 
no equal among the intermediate or late varieties. l\Ir. Harrington remarks 
that it is very productive, but not as early as the "Champion of England." 

By referring to the premiums awarded, it will be seen that the "Early 
Daniel O'Rourke pea" is one of the earliest and most productive; a well
grown peck measure of them, even full, will weigh in the pods about seven 
and a half pounds, thus giving, perhaps, a standard weight to early varie
ties. During the season every variety placed on your tables has been in 
every respect of superior quality. 

The cultivation of rhubarb is extensive, and the prominent varieties are 
the ".Myatt's Linnreus" (early), and "Victo1ia" (late). The "Cahoon" 
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does not show any superiority for productiveness, and to the taste is more 
acid. It has an unattractive, dull-green stalk, and does not, in the opinion 
of your Committee, merit extended cultivation in this section of the country. 

The variety exhibited by l\I essrs. Barnes & \Vashburn, called the " Early 
Prince Imperial," is, in all respects, the best flavored we have ever tested. 
It invariably turns red in cooking, which makes it preferable for the table 
as a sauce. The stalks are of medium size. \Ve fully commend it for 
extensive cultivation, as particularly adapted to the wants of the family, 
if not to the wishes of the market gardener, to whom size and productive
ness are more than flavor. 

As an esculent, the cultivation of Sea kale is very limited, though, when 
well grown, it is considered one of the best, and, on good authority, one 
of the most valuable additions to the list of culinary vegetables. In our 
opinion it is one of the most delicious, for an early production; and we 
wish to see it oftener placed on our tables, and its cultivation for market 
receive the attention it deserves. 

The Annual Exhibition must still be fresh in the minds of all who visited 
the l\Iusic Hall, where there has rarely been seen a more magnificent dis
play. The varieties were many, and the greatest perfection was noticed 
among the root crops, that are now claiming so much attention in all parts 
of the country. Comparing this with other seasons, we doubt if the quantity 
and quality presented for examination have ever been exceeded. Taking 
this into consideration, with the zeal manifested by contributors, it may be 
considered one of the main features of the exhibition-for in this depart
ment all felt at home, and familiar with most of the specimens contributed. 
In the examination of fruits, there is much that attracts the eye by brilliant 
coloring and size of specimens, and the names of varieties and their quali
ties are so little studied and known, that they are little commented upon ; 
but to the vegetable department all come with familiarity, and all delight 
to discuss the merits of potatoes, squashes, carrots, beets, melons, &c. 

The collection of potatoes, exhibited by C. W. Gleason, received much 
attention. Among the seedlings, some, by form and texture, claimed our 
special notice, and from them we may expect additions of superior quality, 
especially as Mr. Gleason has given much time and careful attention to 
this department of agriculture. 

Since the introduction of the" Hubbard squash," by James J. H. Gregory, 
it has been extensively cultivated in most of the States, and in every loca
tion has become a favorite. It is well known in our markets, receiving the 
highest praise from all that desire a fine squash for the table. We there
fore recommend a special premium or gratuity to Mr. Gregory for this 
valuable introduction. 

In taking leave of this subject, we wish to return our thanks to those 
who have contributed so largely to our mutual benefit during the past 
season, and to express the hope that the coming year will see the gardener's 
labor crowned with equal success. The occupation is a noble one, and in 
the highest degree worthy of the notice and the pursuit of the gentleman 
and the farmer. It becomes us not to neglect these treasures of the vege-
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table kingdom, which a good Providence has appointed for our sustenance 
and enjoyment, and which he has been graciously pleased to place within 
the reach of every industrious and intelligent cultivator. 

PREl\IIUl\IS AWARDED AT THE WEEKLY EXHIBITIONS. 

AsPARAGus.-For the best, to J. B. Moore, 
For the next best, to J. Nugent, 

BEETS.-For the best, to Josiah Crosby, for Turnip Blood, 
For the next best, to Abner Pierce, for Early Bassano, 
For the next best, to Jonas Gammell, for Turnip Blood, 

For the best winter, to James Nugent, for Long Blood, 
BEANs.-For the best Early Shelled, to James Nugent, . 

For the next best, to William Bacon, 
For the best Large Lima, to Thomas Walsh, 

CABBAGEs.-For the best, to G. W. Pierce, for Early Ox-heart, • 
For the next best, to Josiah Crosby, for Early Flat Dutch, • 

CARROTs.-For the best, to Josiah Crosby, for Long Orange, 
For the next best, to G. W. Pierce, for Early Short Scarlet, 

CAULIFLOWER.-For the best, to G. R. Sampson, for Half Early 
Paris, 

CELERY.-ror the best, to Josiah Crosby, 
CoRN.-For the best, to Josiah Crosby, for Improved Sweet, 

For the next best, to Abner Pierce, for Improved Sweet, 
For the next best, to A. D. \Vebber, for \Vebber's New Hybrid, 

CucmrnERS.-For the best under glass (three varieties), to M. P. 
\Vilder, for Carter's Champion, Walker's Fine Long, and 
l\lanchester Prize, • 

For the next best, to C. S. Holbrook, for Improved Scion
house, 

For the best open culture, to G. W. Pierce, 
For the next best, to Josiah Crosby, • 

EGG PLANTs.-For the best, to Jonathan French, for Long and 
Round Purple, 

LETTUCE.-For the best, to Augustus Parker, for Cabbage, 
For the next best, to D. and Geo. F. Stone, for varieties, 

ON10Ns.-For the best, to G. \V. Pierce, • 
For the next best, to Josiah Crosby, . 

P ARSNIPS.-For the best, to Abner Pierce, for Long Dutch, 
PoTATOEs.-For the best, to Josiah Crosby, for Dikeman, 

For the next best, to Jonas Gammell, for Chenango, 
For the next best, to Augustus Parker, Nichol's Early, 

PEAS,-For the best, to James Nugent, for Daniel O'Rourke, level 
peck, 7 pounds IO ounces, • 

For the next best, to Thomas \Valsh, for do., level peck, 7 
pounds 8 ounces, 
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For the next best1 to Geo. R. Sampson, for do., level peck, 6 
pounds 8 ounces, 

For the best late, to Bowen Harrington, for Victoria Marrow, . 
RHUBARB.-For the best, to G. \,V. Pierce, for 12 stalks Victoria, 

22 pounds, . 
For the next best, to Bowen Harrington, for 12 stalks Victoria, 

21� pounds, 
SQUASHEs.-For the best, to Abner Pierce, for Summer Scollop, 

For the next best, to Bowen Harrington, for Summer \Varted, 
Tor.rAToEs.-For the best, to G. L. Stearns, for Smooth Red, 

}"'or the next best, to Thomas Walsh, for Smooth Red, 
For the next best, to G. \V. Pierce, for Smooth Red, 

TunNrPs.-For the best, to Jonas Gammell, for Purple-top Flat, 
For the next best, to Abner Pierce, for Purple-top Flat, 

GRATUITIES PREVIOUS TO OPF.NING THE HALL, 

To E.G. Keliey, for forced rhubarb and Olive radishes, 
To G. R. Sampson, for forced tomatoes, 
To J. B. Moore, for asparagus, 
To R. \,V. Turner, for forced cucumbers, 
To G. \V. Pierce, for lettuce, 
To A. Hatch, for asparagus, 

Wl<:EKLY GRATUITIES, 

To Samuel Sweetser, for early rhubarb, • 
To G. R. Sampson, for tomato plant in fruit, 
To Bowen Harrington, for varieties, 
To James Nugent, for Cahoon rhubarb, 
To G. R. Sampson, for the same, 
To Galen Merriam, for the same, 
To W. H. Barnes, for the same, • 
To G. \V. Pierce, for Marrow peas, 
To F. T. Bush, for Imperial Coss lettuce, 
To Augustus Parker, for display of potatoes, in bags, 
To Samuel Phipps, for the same, . 
To I. P. Rand, for tomatoes and cucumbers, 
To Samuel Eldridge, for onions, 
To E. A. Story, for Early Manley potatoes, 
To J. ,l\1cTear, for Brussells sprouts, 
To Anthony Hatch, for late cauliflowers, . 
To Josiah Newhall, for six Honolulu Nectarine squashes (new), 

SPECIAL PREMIUJ\I, IN PLATE, 

To James J. H. Gregory, for the introduction of the Hubbard 
squash, 
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PREMIUMS AWARDED AT THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION. 

BEETs.-For the best, to G. W. Pierce, for Turnip Blood, 
For the next best, to Josiah Grosby, for the same, 
For the next best, to S. A. Merr_ill, for Long Blood, . 

CARROTs.-For the best, to Josiah Crosby, for Long Orange, 
For the next best, to Augustus Parker, for the same, 
For the next best, to G. W. Pierce, for the same, 

CoRN.-For the best, to A. Bowditch, for two varieties-Sweet 
Burr's Improved and Early Yellow, 

For the next best, to J. B. Moore, for the same, 
For the next best, to S. A. Merrill, for the same, 

PoTA TOEs.-For the best, to E. A. Story, for varieties, 
For the next best, to S. A. Merrill, for the same, 
For the next best, to J.B. Moore, for the same, 
For the next best, to Augustus Parker, for the same, 

PARSNIPs.-For the best, to Josiah Crosby, 
For the next best, to Abner Pierce, • 
For the next best, to Augustus Parker, 

SQUASHEs.-For the best, to I. P. Rand, for Hubbard and Marrow, 
For the next best, to Josiah Stickney, for the same, . 
For the next best, to Josiah Crosby, for the same, 
For the next best, to D. & Geo. F. Stone, for the same, 

TuaN1Ps.-:-For the best, to Abner Pierce, for Purple-top Flat, 
For the next best, to G. R. Sampson, for the same, . 
For the next best, to D. & Geo. F. Stone, for the same, 

ToMAToEs.-For the best, to W. 1'. Andrews, 
For the next best, to S. A . .Merrill, • 

CABBAGEs.-For the best Drumhead, to Anthony Hatch, 
For the next best, to S. A . .Merrill, • 
For the next best, to Abner Pierce, 

For the best single specimen Drumhead, to S. W. Hathaway, 
41 pounds, 

1\hLoNs,-For the best, to E. 1\I. Richards, for Christiana, 
For the next best, to Josiah Crosby, for Greenflesh, . 
For the next best, to Josiah Stickney, for the same, . 

\VATER MELONs.-For the best, to Thomas Walsh, for Mountain 
Sweet, 

No other awarded. 
1\IAr.u,IOTH SQUASH.-For the best, to Anthony Hatch, weight 
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138 pounds, Silver medal. 
For the next best, to \V. H. Barnes, weight 117 pounds, 3 00 

GRATUITIES, 

To G. R. Sampson, for fine collection, 
To C. W. Gleason, for collection of fifty-six varieties potatoes, . 
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To D. & Geo. F. Stone, for collection, 
To S. A. Merrill, for the same, 
To J. B. Moore, for the same, 
To Abner Pierce, for the same, 
To Thomas \Valsh, for the same, . 
To Henry J. Hill & Co., for Hubbard and Marrow squashes, 
To James Cartwright, for three mammoth squashes, 
To Augustus Parker, for collection, 
To G. W. Pierce, for curled endive (salad), 
To George B. Cordwell, for collection, 
To John A. Kendrick, for onions, . 
To George Newhall, for Perfected tomatoes (new), 
To Josiah Stickney, for Yellow-flesh musk melons, 
To John Wright, for collection, 
To Jonas Gammell, for squashes and corn, 
To Hovey & Co., for the same, 
To David Lane, for Purple egg plants, 
To S. B. Blagg, for squashes, 
To Bowen Harrington, for collection, 
To James Nugent, for beets, 
To Anthony Hatch, for the same, . 
To S. W. Hathaway, for cabbages, 
To \Villiam T. Andrews, for squashes, 
To A. D. Vv eld, for the same, 
To J. W. Foster, for the same, 
To Eliphalet Stone, for corn, 

SILVER MEDALS, 
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To Samuel Kneeland, 3d, aged 9, for display of potatoes, squashes, and corn, 
raised by him in Littleton, Mass. 

To Howes Nourse, Salem, for collection of pulverized herbs. 

PUBLICATIONS, 

To James J. H. Gregory, Hovey's Magazine, for Hubbard squashes. 
To D. Faulkner, Malden, Gardeners' Magazine, for Blood beets. 
To I. P. Clark, Longwood, the same, for tomatoes. 
To \Villiam Butterfield, Cambridgeport, the same, for Jackson potatoes. 

5 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY, 

FoR THE YEAR ENDING DEc. 31, 1860. 

BY EDWARD S. RAND, JR., CHAIRMAN. 

THE Library of a Society, whose objects and aims are in any degree the 
pursuit and cultivation of any of the natural sciences, is a great and im• 
portant element of usefulness. The condition and prosperity of such a 
society may be, in a greater or less degree, dependent upon the state of its 
library; but its usefulness to its members, and to the public, is far more 
intimately connected with the class of books rendered accessible to them, 
and with the facilities afforded for obtaining that information which, not 
being derivable from experience, they can only gain by consulting the la
bors of others, either pioneers or skilful laborers in the field in which they 
would work. 

To a scientific man a well-selected library is indis.pensable; the store of 
knowledge gained by experience, though perhaps the most useful, is neces
sarily but small, while that gleaned from the writings of others spreads 
over a larger ground, is much more varied, and often available at once for 
our own use. 

It is the duty of every society to provide a library for the use of its mem
bers, and, as far as its means permit, to keep that library so stocked with 
books that a reference to it may at once furnish the latest, best, and most 
reliable information. 

To fulfil this duty the Library of our Society was founded many years 
ago ; and the standard works on horticulture, agriculture, floriculture, and 
pomology, as well as on landscape gardening and other kindred subjects, 
were procured, many at great expense, and at a period when the means of 
the Society were very limited, to form a nucleus for a library. 

Thus far it was well-a beginning was made, and had exertions been 
continued to increase our Library, it would now have held most honorable 
rank as one of the finest collections of horticultural books in existence. 

But, for some unknown reason, the interest began to flag at an early day, 
and but little was done to increase the Library, or extend its sphere of use
fulness. 

This apathy, on an all-important subject, is more incompreh�nsible, ns, 
during all these years, our Society has been steadily gaining in wealth and 
position, attaining the rank, which it well holds, of the wealthiest Horti• 
cultural Society in the country. 

It would be unfair to leave the impression that since that first beginning 
we have made no progress. On the contrary, many valuable books have 
from year to year been procured, and the Illustrated Periodicals have been 
obtained, and substantially bound. All we would say is, that the condition 
of the Library has not kept pace with the improved position and increased 
wealth of the Society. 
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One circumstance which has done much to cast the Library into the 
shade, and impair its usefulness, was the condition of the Library room. 

A dark, back room, fronting on an obscure, ill-lighted court, where often, 
at noon day, it was necessary to light the gas to read ordinary print, was 
all the place for the Library of the Society. 

No wonder the members felt indisposed to procure expensive books, or 
to make donations, when they must be buried in darkness, and often 
exposed to injury from mould and damp. l\Iany times had efforts been 
made, of late years, for some change; but a fondness for that old room 
lingered in the hearts of many of our oldest and most respected members, 
so that, while the Hall was sufficient to accommodate our Exhibitions, there 
was an unwillingness to press the proposition for a change. 

But the time at last came when the Hall was too small for our \Veekly 
Shows. This was first evident during the Rose Show in June, 1858, when 
bushels of flowers were taken away, because there was no room to place 
stands for their reception. During the succeeding eighteen months this 
occurred again and again, till it was evident to all a change was necessary, 
and, without opposition, Committees were appointed to dispose of our old 
Hall, and to procure better accommodations for the Society. A sale of the 
Society's property was most advantageously made, and received the sanc
tion of the Society, with but one dissenting vote. 

Our present beautiful and convenient rooms were procured, when it be
came evident to all that our Library was not in a state befitting the stand
ing and position of the Society. 

At an early day in January last a meeting of the Library Committee was 
held "to examine into the state of the Library, and to ascertain what was 
necessary to improve its condition, and to increase its usefulness." 

This meeting was called at an early hour, and continued until late at 
night. The books were all taken from the shelves, re-arranged, a record 
of all missing volumes taken, and some insight gained into the condition of 
the Library. 

Regular meetings of the Library Committee were held, which were fully 
attended, until the time of the Society's removal to the new Hall, when 
the books were arranged in neat and convenient cases, where they are an 
ornament to the Library-room, and show that our Society is by no means 
insensible to this most important means for the improvement and instruc
tion of its members. 

At the first meeting of the Committee it was decided to spend a portion 
of the Library appropriation in the establishment and maintenance of a 
Reading Room for the use of members of the Society. 

A circular was accordingly sent to the editor of every horticultural or 
agricultural paper or periodical, requesting him to forward to a given 
address a copy of his publication, with terms of subscription. 

Answers were very generally received, and from the mass of matter 
thus accumulated your Committee selected those papers anJ periodicals 
which seemed most ably conducted, and best suited to the wants of the 
Society. 
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The periodicals and papers thus subscribed for, and which have been in 
the Reading Room of the Society during the past year, are the following:-

The Maine Farmer. 
The New Hampshire Journal of Agriculture. 
The New England Farmer. 
The Magazine of Horticulture. 
The Homestead. 
The Genesee Farmer. 
The American Agriculturist. 
The Horticulturist. 
'l'he Working Farmer. 
Moore's Rural New Yorker. 
The Country Gentleman. 
The American Stock Journal. 
The New Jersey Farmer. 
The Gardeners' Monthly. 
The Farmer and Gardener. 
The American Farmer. 
The Rural Register. 
The Virginia Farm Journal. 
The Farmers' Journal. 
The North Carolina Planter. 
The Farmer and Planter. 
The Southern Field and Fireside. 
'l'he American Cotton Planter. 
The Southern Rural Gentleman. 
The Ohio Cultivator. 
The Ohio Farmer. 
The Ohio Valley Farmer. 
The Kentucky Farmer. 
The Southern Homestead. 
The Indiana Farmer. 
The Prairie Farmer. 
The Illinois Farmer. 
The Farmers' Advocate. 
The Northwestern Farmer. 
The Valley Farmer. 
The Michigan Farmer. 
The Northwestern Cultivator. 
The Nebraska Farmer. 
The California Culturist. 
The Oregon Farmer. 
The Farmers' J ourna1. 
The Canadian Agriculturist. 
The American .Journal of Science and Arts. 
The Southern Cultivator. 



LIBRARY COllll\IITTEE's REPORT. 69 

These, as will be seen, comprise publications from all parts of the United 
States and Canadas. Some of them have not been received regularly ; 
these will probably be discontinued, another year, as well as some which 
are but little called for by the members ; and others, not in the above list, 
may be procured should it be deemed advisable. It will be the aim of the 
Committee to supply the Reading Room with every well-conducted and 
useful horticultural or agricultural periodical, and they cordially invite the 
assistance of the members to aid them in procuring any for which they do 
not already subscribe. 

Your Committee have experienced great difficulty in ascertaining what 
foreign periodicals were most useful for general reading, and some of those 
for which they have subscribed have not been regularly receiv<'d ; but they 
hope for improvement in this respect as their arrangements become more 
perfected. 

The following is a list of the foreign periodicals which have been sup-
plied to the Reading Room during the last year:-

Revue Horticole. 
Illustration Horticole. 
Curtis's Botanical Magazine. 
The Florist. 
The Horticultural Cabinet. 
The Cottage Gardener. 
The Gardeners' Chronicle. 
'The Farmers' Magazine. 
The Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society of England. 
Transactions of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland. 
Journal of the Bath and West of England Agricultural Society. 
Flore de Serres. 
The Floral Magazine. 
Pescatore's Manual of Orchidaceous Plants, and the Continuation by 

Linden. 

Your Committee also found that there was no means of marking the 
pamphlets and papers of the Society in the Reading Room ; they therefore 
caused a stamp to be procured, on which the name of the Society, with the 
words, "Not to be taken from the room," was engraved. Each periodical, 
as soon as received, is thus stamped, so that the accidents of missing 
periodicals have been of less frequent occurrence. 

A book was also procured, in which the names of those taking books 
from the Library are registered, with the date, and a space for the signature 
of the member, and the date of return. Thus a receipt is given by each 
member, on his taking a book from the Library, whereby the possibility of 
its loss is very greatly lessened. 

Your Committee, however, regret to say that there were, when they took 
charge of the Library, several very valuable works missing, which, though 
using every endeavor, they have failed to trace. They are the following: 
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Audubon's Birds, Svo. edition, 2d vol. 
Illustration Horticole, 2d voJ. 
Anderson's Introduction to the Practice of Gardening, 2 vols. 
Bigelow's Plants of Boston, 1 vol. 
Bryant's Floral Dictionary, l vol. 
Downing's Landscape Gardening, 1 vol. 
Gilpin's Landscape Gardening, 1 vol. 
American Orchardist, 1 vol. 
Encyclopredia of Gardening. 
l\Iclntosh's Greenhouse, 1 vol. 
Nicol's Practical Planter, 1 voJ. 
Phillips' Pomonium Britannicum, I vol.

Phillips' Silva Florifera, vols. 1 and 2. 
Jardins du Roi dzt Prusse. 

Bulletin de la Societe de Horticulture de Rouen. 
Sayer's Treatise on Cactus and Dahlia. 
Smith's Catalogue of Pha-nogamous Plants in South Kent. 
Saunders' Culture of the Vine. 
Ecole Centrale des Arts et Manufactures, by Vertismenil, 2 vols. 

And most earnestly would we urge members to examine their libraries and 
book-shelves, to see if any of the above have not ignorantly been retained, 
as thereby much inconvenience or serious loss to the Society may be pre
vented. 

The volumes, of themselves, are of little value, but, as portions of sets, 
are invaluable, as many are now out of print, and cannot be procured at 
any price. 

Donations of horticultural or agricultural works would also be thankfully 
received, and acknowledged as provided in the Jaws relating to the Library. 

It is impossible for us all at once to place our Library in a position cor
responding with our condition, but, by constant and untiring efforts, much 
may be done each year to attain this end. 

During the past year two most valuable and rare works have been added 
to the Library by the Society. 

At the regular l\Iay meeting of the Society, Hon. l\larshall P. ,vilder, in 
a few words, called the attention of the Society to the services rendered 
to Natural History by James D. Dana, of New Haven, and, on motion, it 
was voted-That the Library Committee be specially authorized to purchase 
his works for the Society, at a cost of sixty doJlars, the same to be appro
priated and paid for out of the treasury, as follows = 

Synopsis of the Report on Zoophytes, 180 pp., Svo. 
Atlas of Zoophites, containing sixty-one colored plates. 
Structure and Classification of Zoophites, 128 pp., 4to. 
Report on Crustacea, 2 vols. of text, 1600 pp

., 
4to. 

Folio vol. of 96 Plates, partly colored. 
At the regular October meeting of the Society, on motion of Eben 

,vight, it was voted-That the Library Committee be specially authorized 
to purchase, and the Treasurer to pay for, at an expense of $25, Histoire 
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Naturelle, Agricole et Economique Du Mais, par Matthieu Bonafous, Paris, 
1836. 

This beautifully illustrated and very valuable work is of the utmost rarity, 
and this is probably the only copy in the country. Both of these splendid 
works have been substantially bound, and are in readiness for inspection, 
though, by their size and value, they are, by law, not allowed to be taken 
from the Library room. 

The following works have been added to the Library from the Library 
Fund ; many of them are of great value and are splendidly illustrated: 

Bigelow's Hi�tory of Mount Auburn. 
\Vestwood's Arcana Entomologica, 2 vols. 
Curtis's Farm Insects. 
Perennial Plants, by l\Irs. Loudon, I vol. 
Ornamental Greenhouse Plants, by Mrs. Loudon, I vol. 
Our Farm of Four Acres, 1 vol. 
Morton's Handbook of Dairy Farming. 
Downing's Fruit and Fruit Trees of America, last edition. 
Pescatore's Orchidaceous Plants. 
New American Encyclopredia, vols. 7, 8, 9 apd 10. 
Patent Office Report, 1859. 
French's Farm Drainage. 
Charlton's Grape Grower's Guide. 
Field's Pear Culture. 
Cole's Fruit Book. 
Dixon's Domestic Poultry. 
Flint's Milch Cows and Dairy Farming. 
Jardin Frutier, Nos. 23 to 3G. 
Journal of Royal Agricultural Society of England, 20 8vo. volumes. 
Journal of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, 21 8vo. 

volumes. 
Also, Prize Essays of same Society, 1G 8vo. volumes. All these are 

very rare in co'mplete sets and very valuable. 
Hooker's Exotic Plants, 3 vols. 8vo. Very fine plates. 
Scientific Farming l\Iade Easy. 
The l\Ianse Garden. 
Sweet's Flora Australasica. A very beautiful and rare work. 
Hooker's Flora Boreali Americana, 2 vols. 4to., finely illustrated. 
Burnett's Ornamental and U scful Plants, 2 vols. 4to., finely illustrated. 
Lindley's Introduction to Botany, 2 vols. Svo. 
Lindley's Ladies' Botany, 2 vols. Svo. 
Pursh's Flora of North .America, 2 vols. Svo. 
Don's Hortus Cantabrigiensis, 1 vol. Svo. 
Smith's British Flora, 4 vols. 8vo. 
Moore's Nature Printed Ferns, 2 vols. Svo. Elegantly illustrated. 
Schliden's Principles of Botany, I vol. Svo. 
Doyle's Cyclopredia of Husbandry, 1 vol. Svo. 

The Committee find several sets of books incomplete and have been un-
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able to obtain the numbers. Should any of the members have the missing 
numbers they would be gratefully received as a donation, or purchased at

a liberal price. 
They are as follows: 

Edwards' Botanical Register. 
Album Pomologie, 1 and 2 vols. 
London's Gardeners' Magazine, from 1835 to 1844 inclusive. 
Curtis's Botanical Magazine, from vol. 51 to vol. 8, last series, that is, 

the whole second series. 
Cottage Gardener, vol. 15.

The whole number of volumes at present in the Library is about nine 
hundred and twenty-five ; of these, 

Twenty-five are folio. 
One hundred are quarto. 
Seven hundred are octavo. 
One hundred are duodecimo. 

The whole number of pamphlets and papers is not far from two thousand. 

In conclusion, your Committee cannot but be well pleased with the im

proved condition of the Library; a beginning has been made which may 
result in much in the future, and another year will show a vast improve
ment. 

It is with the deepest satisfaction they find the Society have so ap
preciated their labors as to honor them with a reelection, and they trust, 
with the cooperation of the other officers and members of the Society, to 
make the Library and Reading Room a potent means of usefulness and 
improvement. 

Your Committee would respectfully ask for an appropriation of five hun
dred dollars for the increase of the Library for the year 1861, and also that 
the Society assume the expense necessary in binding the various magazines 
and periodicals, amounting in the aggregate to about fifty dollars per 
annum. 

EDWARD S. RAND, JR., ) 
w ILLIAlll A. HARRIS, I 
J. OTIS \VILLIAIIIS, � 
\V. C. STRONG, 

I
R. McCLEARY COPELAND. J 

Committee. 
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In this connection your Committee must accord the highest praise to l\lr. 
R. McCLEARY COPELAND, who has held the position of Librarian for more
than seventeen years. It is wholly owing to his care, diligence, and faithful
watchfulness, that the Library has been so well preserved under so many
disadvantageous circumstances.

It is not saying too much to assert, that but for his care and attention onr 
most valuable works would have been very much injured if not wholly 
destroyed, by the damp in our old library room. Your Committee f!:.'el that 
l\fr. Copeland's long and faithful services demand some token of the So
ciety's appreciation, and they respectfully suggest the appointment of a 
Committee to procure, in the name of the Society, a suitable testimonial 
of its appreciation of the value of his services in their behalf. 

Eow ARD S. RAND, JR., 1 

'\VM. A. HARRIS, 

J. 0Trs \VrLLIAMS, 
I 

,v.c. STRO�G, ) 

Committee 
on the 

Library. 
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REPORT OF THE FIN.A.NOE COMMITTEE. 

BY JOSIAH STICKNEY, CHAIRMAN. 

RECEIPTS FOR 1860. 
By cash, balance brought forward from last year, • $2,514 14

" Principal, from Parker, balance over and above mort-

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

gage note, 
Income, Dividends and interest, 

" Rents, 
" Receipts from Mount Auburn, 
" Assessments ($205 from last year), 
" .Miscellaneous receipts, 

Not income, Receipts from Annual 
Exhibition, 

p A Yl\lE:"iTS FOR ] SGO. 

$3,220 67 
1,589 58 
6,164 95 
1.172 50 

252 75 

1,600 00 

9,317 12 

14,000 45 

$25,831 71 

To cash paid Mount Auburn, in full, principal and interest, • $6,496 !)0 
" " Premiums and gratuities, $2,124 00 
" " Salaries, 650 00 
" " Printing, binding, and advertising, 558 00 
" " Expenses Annual Exhibition, 1,718 54 
" " Painting, papering, plumbing, whiten-

ing, &c., new quarters, 822 00 
" " Carpeting and furn)Shing same, 958 00 
" " Cancelling leases on School Street, 2,225 00 
" " H. Munroe, bills job work and repairs

to roof of old building, 227 93 
" " Rent, two quarters, 775 00 
" " Special a wards, mechanics and mis-

cellaneous bills, 1,i09 76 
----

Investment-To cash paid 65 shares Fitchburg R.R., cost, 
Cash in the treasury, December 31, 18GO, 

l 1,768 23
6,625 75

940 83 

Permanent Funds, • 
Lyman Fund, 

PROPERTY OF THE Soc1ETY. 

20 shares Portland and Saco Railroad, 
16 shares Boston and .Maine Railroad, 
This year-65 shares Fitchburg Railroad, 

" Parker's note, secured by mortgage, 
" Library, $2,000; Furniture and glass, $2,500, 

Cash on hand December 31, 1860, 

$25,831 71 

• $ 4,000 00
. 10,000 00

2,000 00 
1,600 00 
6,500 00 

60,000 00 
4,500 00 

940 83 

$89,540 83 
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NoTE.-The Society having paid to Mount Auburn $6,496 90, in full, 
owe now no debt, nothing but the prizes and bills incident to each new 
year, and the amount voted towards the expenses of waterworks at Mount 

Auburn. 
It will be seen it has cost the Society over $4,000 to cancel leases and 

prepare nel\' quarters, which has added to the expenses this year, and will 
not occur again. 
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ANALYSIS OF CAHOON'S RHUBARB WINE. 

BY PROF. E. N. HORSFORD. 

The wine has the hue of pale brown sherry, and a bouquet and taste which several connoisseurs of wine, to whom it has been submitted, pronounce to be peculiarities of the same wine. Some have perceived also a resemblance to Teneriffe. It is dry, slightly acid, and slightly astringent, It is clear, and free from sediment. The quantity received, being a little less than a tenth of an imperial gallon, made the determination of some of the ingredients difficult, and of others quite impossible. Qualitative analysis showed the wine t<J contain alcohol, sugar, gum,
slight traces of volatile essential oil, coloring matter, tannin (1), free organic
acid, organic acid combined with potassa and traces of other inorganic substances, but no oxalic acid.Quantitative analysis gave the following results:-Specific gravity, 0.99837 

.11.lcohol.-The wine was subjected to distillation, and the total alcohol and most of the water separated from the gum, sugar, and other organic and inorganic matters, and its specific gravity determined, as in the case of the wine, by weight; and the alcohol calculated from this weight. The result gave of alcohol, by weight, 13.15 per cent. Corresponding with, by volume, 16.56 " " 
Sugar.-The sugar was determined by the method of the reduction of oxide of copper, and gave in three analyses, 1.80 � 1.86 average 1.74 - 1.80 per cent. 
.11.cid.-The acid was determined by neutralizing, with a graduated solution of soda, a given volume of wine. The soda, calculated as anhydrous, neutralized by 100 cubic centimetres of wine, was 0.1530 grms. This weight of soda '\\'Ould neutralize .2961 gr:rs. of acetic acid, or .3306 " of malic acid, or .2106 " of citric acid, or .3701 " of tartaric acid. Acetic acid may have been present as a product of fermentation ; malic and citric acids are known to be present in the juice of rhubarb, and tartaric acid is the form in which the acid of acid wines is usually expressed. It is proper to add that slow concentration of the wine, to see if any bitartrate of potassa ( cream tartar) might crystallize out, gave no indication of the presence of this salt. Examination for oxalic acid proved it to be wanting. The taste suggested the presence of tannin, but the wine at command was too small in quantity to permit the satisfactory determination of this point. 
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The gummy residue, remaining after the distillation of the alcohol and 
water, on evaporation to dryness at 212° Fah., contained 

In 100 cubic centimetres, - - 4.8126 grms. 
Of this, on ignition, there remained of inorganic 

matters, 
Of this residue, the carbonate of potassa determined 

with bichloride of platinum, was 
Which, estimated as potassa, gave 
Leaving a balance of silica and traces of other bod

ies, but no soda, 
Deducting from the residue from distillation the in

organic matter, sugar and acid, and assuming the 
acid present to be malic acid, and all the potassa 
to be combined with it, there will remain, 

.2742 " 

.2026 " 

.1380 " 

.1716 " 

Sugar, 1.8000 Total residue, 4.8126 " 
Free malic acid, .3306 
Malate of potassa, - .3347 
Inorganic residue, - .0716 

2.5369 
Of gum, coloring matter, tannin(?), and other unde-

2.5369 " 

termined organic substances, - 2.2757 "

Placing these results together, we have, 

Specific gravity, 
Composition in one hundred parts

Alcohol by weight, 13.1 !'i, 
Alcohol by volume, 16.5G. 
Sugar, 
Free acid, assumed to be malic, 
Potassa salt, assumed to be neutral malate of potassa, 
Gum, coloring matter, and other organic matter, -
Inorganic residue, 
\Yater, 

.99837 

13.15 

1.80 
.33 
.33 

2.28 
.07 

82.04 

100.00 

The analyses of several of the better known wines and liquors are sub
joined for comparison:-
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�� 

tH 
Per cent of Per cent. of 

Specific Alcohol Acid as Per cent. of 
NAl'IIE. Year Gravity ., 0:, by weight. tartaric acid Sugar, 

!�i
Cahoon's Rhu-

barh wiue ••••• 1859 0.9983 16.56 13.15 1.05 1.800 

RHINE WINES. 

l\larrohrunn ••••• 1822 0.9963 12 20 9.76 J.28 0.243 

Jludesheim •••••• 18-18 0.9963 11.40 9.22 1.65 0.425 

Steinbng ••••••• 18-t(i 0 9955 11.60 9.38 1.31 0.352 

Hoc-khe1111 ••••••• 1846 0.9963 1l 50 9.30 1.19 0.437 

J ohannesherg •••• 1842 0.9917 IO 00 8.10 ).64 0.416 

Assmannshausen • 18..J,2 0.9957 11.20 9.06 1.40 0.342 

Sherries ........ . .. . J.9791-0.9770 .. 15.4-24.7 t71- 6.89 0.83-3.74 

l\ladeiras .••••••• . . . . 0.9781-0.9733 .. 19. -19.'i 6.53- 8 71 1.25-4.18 

Port winPs •••••• .. . . 0.9761-0.9720 .. 20.7-'.2117 5.08- 8.59 3.3:2-6.87 

Clarets ••••••••• ... . 0 9799-0.9741 .. 9.1-11.1 fi.17- 8.34 0. 

Burgundies •••••• . . . . 0 9854--0.9845 .. 10.1-13.:2 6.17- 9.80 0. 

Champagnes •••• 0.9860-0.984-5 .. 14.1-14.8 5.80- 7 62 1.25-5.82 

1\loselles •••••••• .. . ... .. 8.7- 9.4 6.89-10 89 . .  

l\Ialmsey •••••••• .. . . 0.9809 . . 15.91 .. 11.64-l 3. 72 

1'okay •••••••••• .... 0.9876 .. 9 15 .. 15.39 

l\Juscat ......... .... 0.9791 .. 17. .. .. 

Brandy ••••••••• ... . . ..... .. 50.4-53.8 .. 0.36-1.44 

hum ........... ...... .. 72.0-77.l .. 0.36-0.72 

Holland ... .  . . .... .. 47.7 .. .. 

Scotch whiskey •• ...... .. 50.2 .. .. 

Irish whiskey •••• ······ . . 49 9 .. .. 

Currant wine •••• . .. . 0.9760 .. 19 03 .. .. 

Elderberry do .... ... . 0.9870 .. 9.14 .. .. 

Gooseberry do .••• 0.9850 .. 10.96 .. .. 

Cider ••••••••••• ...... .. 20- 9.0 .. .. 

Perry ••••••••••• .. . . ... ... .. 6.0- 9.0 .. .. 

Bitter ale ....... .. . .  ...... .. 6.6 . . 2.16-3.99 

Porter •••••••••• .. . . ...... . . 6.5 . .  4 32-5.12 

Stout ••••••••••• . .. .  . ..... .. 65 .. 3.26-5.44 

....... 
0 .,  

...; "' 
i:,:, 
"''O • 

�-�& 
i�� 

4.48 

2 39 
2.45 
2.06 
1.64 

2.06 

2.51 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

. . 

.. 

. . 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.... 
0 

..."' 
t..ci 
._rn 

�< 
--

0.071 

0.194 

0.179 
0.15 
0.18 

2 

0 

0.121 '

7 0 22 

. . 

.. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. .

.. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

.. 

. . 

.. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

I cannot conclude this statement of the results of analysis without re
marking that I have availed myself of the skill of one of my pupils, Mr. 
Langley, of Milton, who has made the examination of liquors a special 
study during his connection with the Laboratory. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
E. N. HORSFORD, 

Cambridge, May 18, 18G0. 
Chemist to the Mass. Hort. Society. 
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ZOOLOGICAL REPORT. 

BY PROF. J. W. P. JENKS. 

11R. PRESIDENT:-

79 

Though I have nothing specific to offer in connection with the depart
ment confided particularly to my care, yet I am unwilling that it should be 
entirely ignored in the published "Transactions" of the past year, and there
fore beg leave to submit the following Report. 

It will be remembered that one year ago I suggested the importance to 
the "tiller of the soil," of determining the alimentary regimen of each spe
cies of birds, and proposed to enter upon the investigation as a life-work, 
under the auspices of our Society. A committee having been promptly 
appointed to consider my suggestions in detail, and a favorable report from 
them adopted by the Society, with a generous appropriation to meet the 
incidental expenses of the investigation, I employed the year in preliminary 
work; such as the printing of Registering Schedules, and the circulation 
of the same among naturalists in different parts of the country, in order to 
enlist their cooperation if possible, and the devising of the surest and speed
iest methods for procuring specimens for examination. To head the sched
ules with the Number, Order, Family, Genus, and Species of several hun
dred birds has been no small task, as well as the effort, by correspondence, 
to explain to others the nature of the work proposed, by whose simultaneous 
researches I might correct or confirm my own. These preliminaries attend
ed to, I hope to pursue the investigation during the ensuing summer with 
definite results in reference to, at least, some species. 

And here I may be permitted to correct a very general impression in 
reference to my Report upon the Food of the Robin. The public press, in 
various parts of the country, have insisted upon it that I assert positively to 
the great utility of the robin, with no habits of 1·nutility to either the horti
culturist or agriculturist; whereas my report, as published in your "Journal" 
of l\Iarch, 1859, asserts nothing upon either of those points, but simply pre
sents the facts of the alimentary regimen of the bird for one year, and leaves 
f)Very one to draw their own inference. It is somewhat gratifying to know 
that that inference has been drawn almost universally in favor of the bird, 
but I am not responsible for it beyond presenting the facts in the case. 

In respect to this entire subject of the alimentary regimen of birds, it is 
plain that it is commending itself to the attention of naturalists in America 
as well as in Europe, as evinced by the fact that some of the States have of 
late enacted more stringent laws for the protection of the nonedible birds. 
To this result, I am authorized to say that the Report upon the Robin has 
directly contributed, as I infer from the extra copies of the Report demanded 
of me by the legislators while the matter was under advisement by them. 

I have been repeatedly asked if there is any way to protect strawberry 
beds, cherry trees, &c., from the depredations of the robin. In answer, I 
will merely suggest, that a neighbor being much annoyed by them, I gave 
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him a stuffed cat from my cabinet and requested him to mount it upon a 
stool in the midst of his strawberry bed of perhaps thirty feet square and 
note the result. Some days afterward he told me it effectually protected 
the fruit, and I therefore recommend others to try the same remedy; or 
perhaps better, substitute a living cat, hung up in a wire cage, and thus 
turn the surplus of the feline race to some profitable account. 

When first elected to the Professorship of Zoology connected with your 
Society, about three years ago, I supposed there were specific duties in
volved in the office, and that the different members would propose a variety 
of researches to me, as your servant in that department. But as yet hardly 
a question has been proposed to me by a single member. Feeling unwil
ling to hold any office that is in effect a sinecure, I herewith desire the 
members of the Society to forward to me at Middleboro', by express, any 
specimens of Natural History that may be found injurious, with whose hab
its they may not be familiar, with such observations as they themselves have 
made; and, at the earliest possible opportunity, I will report at a monthly 
or quarterly meeting. I desire that, my Professorship shall not be a mere 
ornamental appendage to the Society-but not being a practical horticul
turist, I can only hold myself ready for service at your bidding. The forth
coming revised edition of " Dr. Harris's Treatise," and the most excellent 
Reports of Dr. Fitch, of New York State, on "Noxious Insects," preclude 
the necessity of minute investigation in that branch of Natural History. 
But there are questions connected with the habits of other than insects, 
that must suggest themselves to the observing horticulturist, and occasion 
more or less anxiety to have solved according to the facts of nature. Let 
such be communicated to me by mail, at any time, and they shall receive 
prompt·attention according to the best of my ability, and perhaps some new 
field will be opened for exploration, connected, it may be, with the habits 
of the smaller quadrupeds and reptiles. 

Respectfully submitted. J. W. P. JENKS. 
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PRESIDENT BREOK'S ADDRESS. 

GENTLEMEN: 

Another year has passed away, and we are again permitted to greet each 
other with a happy new year, and renew our assurance of cooperation and 
union in the work for which our Society was organized, and to which many 
of us have been for so many yea.rs devoted. 

\Ve cannot, however, meet together to commence the business of the 
year, without strong feelings of sadness, as we call to remembrance the 
beloved and active members of our Society, who, in the providence of God, 
have been called from their labors, and whose chairs are to-day vacant. 
With these faithful and devoted friends and active members, we have been 
accustomed, for a long series of years, to meet from week to week to ex
change salutations, and to receive their counsels of wisdom and instruc
tion; and through them we have felt our hands strengthened and our hearts 
encouraged. 

The decease of Josiah Ilradlee, Esq., was announced at the commence
ment of last year,-a gentleman whom we shall ever remember as a liberal 
benefactor and devoted friend of our Society. 

A few months after, we were called to mourn the loss of our invaluable 
friend, the Hon. Il. V. French, one of the original founders of the Massa
chusetts Horticultural Society, and who never failed, to the day of his 
death, to take the deepest interest in its prosperity. \Vho that knew him, 
can ever forget the enthusiasm ever uppermost in his mind on the subject 
of horticulture, agriculture, or anything connected with the cultivation of 
the soil. 

The departure of Enoch Bartlett, Esq., in a good old age, having passed 
the time allotted to man on earth, was not so marked a loss to the members 
of the Society, who only knew him as one from whom one of our most 
popular pears received its American name, but who, nevertheless, was one 
that those more advanced in life highly appreciated for his activity and 
interest in the Society in the earlier stages of its history. 

The mild and modest Sumner was hardly known, except to his immediate 
circle of friends, but he might have been often seen in the rooms passing 
from stand to stand of flowers, admiring everything new and beautiful
evidently enjoying all the productions exhibited with a keen delight; but, 
like the flower of the field, he has also faded away, and we shall see his 
face no more. 

\Ve hoped, almost against hope, that we should not be called upon again 
to mourn the loss of another of our most valuable and highly esteemed 
associates during the year, already so remarkable for the impress of the 
fell destroyer upon the ranks of onr Society. But those of us who WP-re 
privileged with a more intimate communion and exchange of feelings with 
our beloved Walker, could hardly be made to feel otherwise than that his 
work on earth was about to cease, though unwilling to believe that he 

6 



82 MASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

would so soon and suddenly be taken from earth to his mansion in heaven. 
'\Ve shall ever regard him as one of the bright lights of our Society. He 
served us in almost every capacity, in the standing committees and other 
important offices and trusts, and, when he retired from the presidential 
chair,-which he filled with great ability for a succession of years,-he 
still continued to labor for the Society, being placed on most of the promi
nent special and important committees, and died at last in working order, 
with the harness on, an example to us all. It is but a few weeks since he 
sat in the chair at my right hand, as deeply interested in the welfare· of the 
Society as in his younger days in the flnsh of health. I do not feel com
petent, nor is it necessary to speak more particularly of him we so much 
loved, as it is but a few weeks since able and touching tributes were paid 
to his memory by our esteemed associates, Messrs. \Vilder and Rand. 

We mourn the loss of our companions and friends, and may well ex
claim, Who shall fill their places in the Society ? They have finished 
their work, they have gone to their rest, and "the places that have known 
them shall know them no more forever." 

But, gentlemen, if we are mortal and must one after another pass away, 
we are to remember that our Society is to be perpetuated, and, as we hope, 
flourish for ages to come, when we shall sleep in the dust with those who 
have gone before us. As we are now among the living, we have our 
appropriate work to perform, and must, for the year to come, stand in our 
respective places, ready to discharge the duties which devolve upon us, 
bearing up the institution upon our shoulders, until others succeed and 
follow us in our labors, who will again in their turn be succeeded by others 
to the distant future. 

In noting the operations of the Society for the past year, there is nothing 
of marked interest to communicate, other than what will be found in the 
reports of the various committees, which will soon be printed and placed in 
your hands for perusal. 

The transfer of the head-quarters of our Society from the building we 
owned and occupied in School Street to the present place, is a change 
which I believe is acceptable to a great majority of the members. This 
room, for business and the accommodation of the library, far surpasses, in 
convenience, the room in the old building used for the same purposes. We 
have here light, air, comfort, and every convenience. Thanks are due to 
our Librarian for the neatness and order in which we always find the place;· 
and as it is open every business day of the week, in certain hours, it affords 
good opportunities for the members who have leisure to pass a few hours, 
to conmlt the numerous periodicals with which our reading desk is so 
abur.dantly supplied. The hall we now occupy has been found to answer 
all its requirements for the weekly exhibition!;! through the summer, and 
might have accommodated many more than have generally been in attend
ance to witness the brilliant displays of the season. The rooms for the 
reception of fruit preparatory for exhibition in the hall, and the room for 
the Fruit Committee, are both convenient. Taking all the accommodations 
together, I believe we have never been more pleasantly situated than we 
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are at the present time. If we can content ourselves in this place until 
the expiration of our lease, we may by that time find a convenient locality, 
when we may erect an edifice commensurate with the wants and means of 
the Society.· 

The state of our finances is highly satisfactory, as will be perceived by 
the report of the Treasurer. The receipts from Mount Auburn will fall 
somewhat short of the amount we received last year, which, after deducting 
the sum of $1.500 voted by the Society towards the improvements now in 
progress there, will probably reduce the amount to be received into our 
treasury to about $:3,500. It is to be hoped that our ample resources will 
not be encroached upon at present for any other than onr ordinary ex
penditures. 

Two years since, a committee was appointed to petition the legislature, 
in connection with the Boston Natural History Society and other scientific 
associations, for a reservation of a part or whole of three sections of the 
Back Bay lands, of about three acres each, for the accommodation of these 
various associations, on which to erect buildings, and for other purposes 
that might be required for the advancement of horticulture, agriculture, the 
ornamental arts, and to science in its application to the various purposes 
of life. The various societies and associations were represented by their 
respective committees and agents, bf'fore the committee on the Back Bay 
lands, who gave a patient hearing; but our united efforts were unavailing. 

The same committee, with some additional members, were appointed, in 
December, 185!:>, to take the s1me subject into consideration, and to report 
at a future meeting. Of this number, our lamented deceased friends, 
\Valker and French, were included. At a regular meeting of the Society, 
held December 31, 185!), the Hon. Marshall P. \Vilder submitted a paper, 
signed by all the members of the committee (nine in number), which might 
be used in a memorial to the legislature for a reservation of lands on the 
Back Bay. The memorial was accf'pted, and the same committee having 
in charge the matter were instructed to present it. You will find this 
document (page 115) in the report of our trans11ctions for 185!:>. This 
committee, with the representatives from other scientific societies, had 
successive hearings before the joint committee on education at the State 
House, when interesting addresses and statements were presented, by 
Professor Rogers and other scientific and practical gentlemen, upon the 
importance of congregating together, upon these sections on the Back Bay, 
all these various institutions, not merely for the benefit of our city and these 
societies, but for scientific, educational, agricultural, and commercial pur
poses for the whole Commonwealth and Union,-institutions which would 
command respect throughout the scientific world. The legislatiye com
mittee gave a patient and attentive hearing, which resulted in bringing in 
a bill granting a portion of the land petitioned for, which passed unani
mously in the house, but was defeated in the senate. 

This same committee was appointed again to consider the subject of a 
further trial before the legislature at the present session, and WP.re instructed 
to report to the Society what action, if any, should be taken in relation to 
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the petition already serit in by the Presidents of the Boston Natural History 
Society and our own. This committee made their report two weeks since, 
and which now a waits the action of the Society. 

The whole scheme may, perhaps, appear to some Quixotic; but if we 
have a continuation of the unexampled increase and prosperity of. our 
country, we may reasonably believe that the Back Bay will; in a few years, 
become the most prominent and attractive part of the city; and when these 
sections we desire to be reserved are surrounded with elegant residences, 
no doubt liberal subscriptions will be readily made, if needed, to sustain 
the institutions which we hope will be established there. 

The present aspect of the affairs of our country have so affected my own 
mind, that I mnst confess I have some misgivings about the rapid settle
ment of the Back Bay lands; for, if our worst fears should be realized, 
there may be such a depreciation of the value of this land, as well as of 
all other property, that it might about as well have remained from whence 
the soil or gravel was taken, where the possessor of a farm composed of it 
was the poorer the more he had of it. God grant that we may have a 
speedy settlement of all our difficulties. Yet, with the present existing 
nncertainty of public affairs, my courage rather fails me, and I feel almost 
inclined to recede from the stand I have hitherto taken. No doubt our 
Society will be disposed to use all their influence in aiding and assisting 
the other associations, but I trust we shall not commit ourselves to any 
course that will involve us in any very heavy expense. 

A few remarks were made last year, in the opening address, relative to 
the season, in its effects upon horticultural products, though perhaps it may 
have been out of place; yet I cannot refrain from alluding, now, to some 
of the peculiarities of the past season, which has been a remarkable one. 
From the 1st of March to the 1st of June, scarcely any rain fell. It was 
excessively dry, cold, and backward. Very disagreeable, cold, easterly 
winds prevailed for twenty-eight days, without intermission or change, to 
the middle of May. From that time t0 the 1st of June the weather was 
warmer and mild-very favorable for a successful bloom, which was abun
,lant, and fruit of all kinds set remarkably well. June was cold, with a 
great amount of rainy weather, particularly near its close. 

Strawberries were very much injured by excessive rain, the fruit lacking 
flavor, and unusually acid. Cherries promised to be plenty, but some 
disease occasioned a blight just as they began to ripen; the crop was 
light, and very few really good ones. We had the satisfaction of noting 
an unusual scarcity of caterpillars. Canker worms seemed to have entirely 
disappeared, and very few curculios infested the apple. It was equally 
remarkable that birds destructive to small fruits were very few in com
parison with last year. Apples were very abundant and fair; a very 
txtraordinary crop. Pears were equally abundant, bnt lacked flavor, and 
the autumn and winter varieties ripened prematurely, or decayed without 
ripeni.ng. The peach trees promised a fair crop, but the same disease that 
injured the cherries seemed to affect the peach, and, just as they began 
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to color, commenced decay; and, while in some places and on some trees 
the fruit was fine, in others it was a complete failure. 

All the summer months were cold and wet, and on the 1st of September 
the season was at least two weeks behind the average of seasons. 

Grapes, which gave abundant promise, were retarded by the cold weather, 

and the excessive moisture brought on the mildew, which spread rapidly 
upon the vines, when it began to be doubtful whether any fruit would come 
to maturity. The severe cold weather on the night of thB 29th of Septem
ber gave the finishing stroke to all hope of any ripened grapes, except in 
warm, sheltered places. The thermometer fell to 28°, and in some places 
as low as 22°. In my garden it stood at 24°. Concord grapes, nearly or 
quite ripe, were completely frozeu through, as were the Dianas by their 
side, which, however, were already hopelessly injured by the mildew. 
Some of the Isabellas, where well sheltered and partially free from mildew 
and beginning to color finely, met with the same fate. What is very un
usual, the Black Hambnrgh and other varieties of foreign grapes, in a cold 
grapery, were also frostbitten, so that most of them were almost worthless, 
notwithstanding the house is very close and well made. 

The past year has been one of the most prosperous since the formation 
of the Society, if we may judge from the great number of gentlemen of 
high respectability who have become associated with us during the season. 
Sixty-six new members were admitted in ISGO; fifteen have ceased their 
connection with us, and six have dieJ. The whole number at the present 
time is five hundred and eighty. Of these, two hundred and thirty-five are 
We, and three hundre<l and forty-five subscription members. In addition to 
these, there is a large number of honorary and corresponding members. 

Gentlemen: Before concluding these remarks, I wish to express my 

gratitude and thanks for the kind forbearance and friendly support I have 
invariably received from you since I have occupied the chair. It was not 
my intention to have given you an opportunity to place me the third time 
in this honorable position; but, through the influence of our departed friend 
\Valker, and others, I was persuaded to permit my name to be reported as 
a candidate once more, and I thank you for the unanimity with which I was 
elected. Expecting a continuance of your kind forbearance and friendly 
support, I shall enter upon the duties of another year with more confidence 
that I shall be able to discharge the duties which devolve upon me in the 
last term of service in this capacity ; but ever happy and willing to take 
any subordinate office in which I can benefit the Society. 
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*Perkins, Thomas H., Boston. 
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1'Pope, Rev. A. R., Somerville. 

Porter, Andrew, South D(m'lJers. 
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Shaw, Christopher C., Boston. 
Shaw, Lemuel, "

*Simmons, D. A., Roxbury.
Simpson, Michael H., Saxonville.

*Skinner, John, Charlestown.
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* \V entworth, James, Boston. 
Wetherell, John G., Dorchester. 
\V etherell, Leander, Boston. 

*\Vheclwright, Wm.W., "
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