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To the Campus Community,
 
I write to inform you that our summer academic sessions, Summer Session I and
Summer Session II, will continue to be conducted in a primarily remote manner.
Two key factors drove this decision: first, our prioritization of the safety of students,
faculty, and staff as well as their families and extended communities; second, a
recent survey told us that students prefer remote coursework in the summer.  While
we hope for a return to a new normalcy as soon as possible, we believe there is still
too much uncertainty as new, highly virulent lineages of COVID-19 are emerging, to
make any other decision for the summer sessions.  
 
As during previous semesters, the vast majority of courses will be conducted
remotely. The Provost’s Office is launching a process to identify a limited set of
summer classes that will require face-to-face components. The university will
continue to offer the support services for remote learning and teaching that have
been put in place for previous semesters. Additional details about courses, on-
campus activities and administrative/staff work modality during our summer sessions
will be forthcoming.
 
We know the Fall 2021 Semester is also on people’s minds.  We are beginning to
plan for the fall with hopes for a robust return to campus, with the belief that
conditions will continue to improve and vaccinations will be widespread by that time. 
We will provide more information in the coming weeks.  As we begin to consider
scenarios we will keep the entire community regularly updated on recommendations
and final plans for the fall.
 
I think I speak for the entire campus community in saying that I can’t wait to return to
campus and interact with my colleagues, faculty, staff, and our students in-person. As
eager as we all are to return to a new normal, I encourage all of us to keep our eyes
on the ball—be safe, practice safety measures like wearing masks, social distancing
and washing hands often and carefully, and monitor your own health to protect those
around you. Together, through the actions each of us take, we can make a difference.
 
Stay well, and stay strong.

Sincerely, 

 
Marcelo Suárez-Orozco
Chancellor
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