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Talk to the Hill for Civil Legal Aid

Chief Justice Kimberly Budd, Attorney General
Maura Healey, and Massachusetts League of
Community Health Centers President Michael
Curry joined more than a thousand lawyers,
law students, advocates, legal aid clients, and
supporters online on January 27, 2021 for Talk
to the Hill for Civil Legal Aid. They reminded
legislators that legal aid is an essential service
and urged them to increase the annual state
appropriation for civil legal aid to $35 million for
FY22. Recordings of the virtual event,
including the video tribute to Chief Justice
Gants, are on MLAC’s YouTube channel.

More materials and information about the FY22 budget campaign, including the Issue
Fact Sheet and COVID-19 Fact Sheet, are on the Equal Justice Coalition website.

MLAC statement against anti-Asian violence and
discrimination

On March 29, MLAC shared its statement against anti-Asian violence and racism:

"[We] recognize the pain and fear that racist attacks create in the Asian-American
and Pacific Islander community, and as an organization committed to justice for
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everyone we stand in solidarity with the Asian American and Pacific Islander
community and denounce anti-Asian hate and all forms of oppression and
discrimination." - Lynne Parker, MLAC Executive Director. Read the full statement.

FY20 Annual Report

MLAC’s FY20 Annual Report is hot off the
presses! Learn about MLAC’s work to fund essential
legal services during an unprecedented year.

Legal Aid in the News & other Advocacy Updates

Legal Resource Finder Relaunch

The Massachusetts Websites Project
at Massachusetts Law Reform
Institute and Community Legal
Aid relaunched the Massachusetts
Legal Resource
Finder, www.MassLRF.org. There
are more than 55 organizations listed
on the site, including legal aid,
nonprofits with legal programs,
government agencies, court-based programs, and bar associations. The site
currently sees more than 2,000 searches per month.

In addition to referrals, the LRF also connects people to legal information from
MassLegalHelp.org, court websites and other trusted sources. The LRF is in English
and Spanish. Contact Gordon Shaw, gshaw@cla-ma.org or Rochelle
Hahn, rhahn@mlri.org, with any questions.
 

CLA wins major court victory for workers seeking benefits payments from the
DUA

Community Legal Aid won a major court victory in a case (Marrero et al. v.
Jeffers) against the Department of Unemployment Assistance. On March 2, a
Worcester Superior Court Judge ordered DUA to stop a number of practices adopted
during the pandemic which resulted in large numbers of unemployed workers having
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their benefits put on hold indefinitely. CLA established a "Marrero Relief" web page to
update the public on developments related to the ruling, and is collecting the names
of affected claimants. Please visit CLA’s website.

More press on the case:
WHDH
MassLive
The Boston Globe

MAC’s Kevin Murray Testifies on Access to Education in Malden

Massachusetts Advocates for Children Executive Director Kevin Murray testified
on January 26 before the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in Malden.
Kevin serves as a member of the Vocational Justice Education Coalition, and testified
on the issue of access to the state’s vocational-technical schools for Black and Latinx
students, English learners, and students with disabilities.

Northeast Justice Center wins compensation for Chelmsford Commons
residents

Ethan Horowitz, managing director of Northeast Justice Center, negotiated a
settlement on behalf of residents with Chelmsford Commons’ landlord regarding
leaking oil tanks and heating issues. Read more in The Lowell Sun.
 

CLA staff attorney speaks about rise in need for civil legal aid due to pandemic

CLA family law Staff Attorney Irit Tau-Webber spoke to The Boston Globe about the
increase in need from people who are cohabiting with abusive partners during the
pandemic.

“They don’t have any relief,” said Tau-Webber. “Everyone is at home. Their spouses
might be working at home during the pandemic or unemployed because of the
pandemic. What might have been a tolerable relationship, may have reached a crisis
point because everyone being on top of each other in a small space with perhaps
financial concerns and tensions boiling, and we work with them to establish a safe
and effective and private way to communicate.”
 

Coalition including GBLS intervenes to defend equity in Boston’s highly
selective public schools

The NAACP Boston Branch, the Greater Boston Latino Network, the Asian Pacific
Islanders Civic Action Network, the Asian American Resource Workshop, and three
families of color filed a motion to intervene in an eleventh-hour lawsuit brought by
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the Boston Parent Coalition for Academic Excellence. The lawsuit purports to
challenge the City’s inclusion of neighborhood equity in extending invitations for
Boston’s highly selective public schools for the upcoming school year. 

“Asian Americans are intervening in this lawsuit because they fundamentally
understand that the education experiences of all BPS students improve only if Black
and Latinx communities have equal access,” said Bethany Li, Director of Greater
Boston Legal Services’ Asian Outreach Project.
 

MAC attorney reflects on advocacy for Latinx families

Massachusetts Advocates for Children Senior Attorney Diana Santiago reflected
on advocating for Latinx families of children with disabilities, who as a group have
been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19. Her testimony was published by the
Boston Bar Foundation.

Hirsch op-ed in CommonWealth Magazine

CommonWealth Magazine published Massachusetts Advocates for
Children Senior Attorney Liza Hirsch's op-ed, "Police need to be removed from our
schools". Her piece outlines the case for removing police officers from schools in an
effort to end the school-to-prison pipeline.

Becerra rises from Worcester’s Community Legal Aid to Biden’s Cabinet

Following Xavier Becerra’s Senate confirmation, the Worcester Business
Journal covered the career trajectory of this former CLA staff attorney and current
U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services.

Kim Janey becomes first Black and first female Boston mayor

Kim Janey, former advocate at Massachusetts Advocates for Children, was sworn
in on March 24.

Save the Date

MAC Run, Walk, & Roll to Equity: April 9 - 11

Tickets are now on sale for Massachusetts Advocates for Children’s first ever Run,
Walk, & Roll to Equity: A Virtual 5K! Work on your fitness safely from home while
supporting MAC’s mission – register now at massadvocates.org/run-walk-roll
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NCLC Virtual Mortgage Conference: June 14 - 25

This virtual conference will feature one week of intensives followed by a second week
of general sessions. Attendees may register separately for the intensives or add one
or both to Main Conference registration. Intensive one will cover Mortgage Servicing
Rules Under RESPA and TILA, and Intensive two will focus on Loan Modifications.

The target audience of the Intensives is new lawyers (or seasoned lawyers new to
this work) and housing counselors. The Main Conference will feature sessions on
Post-Forbearance COVID -19 options, Credit Reporting Issues in Mortgage Cases,
Building Attorneys’ Fees Into your Settlement Negotiation (Ethics), and more!
Visit NCLC’s conference page.

MLAC Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Conference: July 20 - 22

MLAC will host a virtual conference on antiracism and civil legal aid. Save the dates
and stay tuned!

Awards & Recognition

The Massachusetts Bar Foundation recognized Greater Boston Legal
Services Executive Director Jacquelynne Bowman as a Massachusetts Bar
Foundation Life Fellow at the MBF 2021 Annual Meeting on March 10.

Greater Boston Legal Services staff attorney Brian Kiwanuka received the
Massachusetts Bar Association’s Access to Justice Rising Star Award at the MBA
Access To Justice Awards Celebration on March 9. One nominator said: “Mr.
Kiwanuka’s intelligence, passion and exceptional commitment to the plight of
immigrants and low income people make him an ideal candidate for this award… Mr.
Kiwanuka applies his passion and desire for his clients’ victory to every case he
encounters.”

Public Interest Leadership Program

The Boston Bar Association named several legal aid attorneys as members of its
2020-2021 Public Interest Leadership Program:

Danielle Johnson, Greater Boston Legal Services
Lisabeth Jorgensen, MetroWest Legal Services
Courtney Libon, De Novo Center for Justice and Healing
Brian Reichart, Massachusetts Law Reform Institute
Laticia Walker-Simpson, Greater Boston Legal Services
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ABA Recognizes Mass Legal Answers Online Volunteers

The ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service recognized nine
individuals and three organizations as 2020 Pro Bono Leaders for answering more
than 50 questions on Mass Legal Answers Online in 2020.  In total, volunteers
responded to more than 1,500 questions posed by low-income Massachusetts
residents in 2020 regarding civil legal issues such as unemployment
insurance, eviction prevention, and child custody. Visit www.masslao.org. 

People

CLA Names New Senior Supervising Attorneys

Community Legal Aid welcomes Amy Corbett Dion (below, left) as Senior
Supervising Attorney for its Education and Employment Units. Attorney Dion comes
to Community Legal Aid with almost a decade of experience as a staff attorney at
Greater Hartford Legal Aid, where she primarily practiced education and employment
law.

CLA promoted Rachel Shannon Brown (right)
to Senior Supervising Attorney of the Elder Unit
and Disability Benefits Project. Brown regularly
trains community partners, social workers, new
advocates, and others on issues pertaining to
Medicare eligibility and appeals. She has also
been active in Community Legal Aid’s Diversity
and Equity Committee.
 

Massachusetts Advocates for Children welcomed Amy Karewa as its new
Development Associate in August of 2020. Before MAC, Amy worked in development
at Horizons for Homeless Children, and served for 2 years as an AmeriCorps VISTA

Resources

NCLC Online Resources
Reports
New Articles Regarding Housing and Consumer Law

MAC Resources
"MAC Chats" and "Serie de Charlas" for parents with questions about COVID-19 and
special education. Available in English and Spanish.

IEP meeting request resources: answers to FAQs about COVID-19 Compensatory
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Services (in English and Spanish) and a template email to request CCS
(in English and Spanish).

COVID-19 Information Clearinghouse 

Stay in touch with MLAC Communications
Michelle Deakin
Director of Communications
mdeakin@mlac.org 617-391-5627
 
Evan Molinari
Communications Associate
emolinari@mlac.org 857-241-2024
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