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CHIEF JUSTICE PODOLSKI RECEIVES TREAT AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE FROM
NATIONAL COLLEGE OF PROBATE JUDGES

BOSTON, MA (December 14, 1989) - - In recognition of his significant achievements

in probate law and judicial administration, Chief Justice Alfred L. Podolski of the

Probate and Family Court Department of the Massachusetts Trial Court received the

1989 Treat Award for Excellence from the National College of Probate Judges

(NCPJ). The prestigious award was presented to him on November 10 at the NCPJ's

Fall Seminar in San Diego, California.

The Treat Award was established in 1978 in honor of Judge William W. Treat.

Founder and President Emeritus of the National College of Probate Judges. The

award is presented annually to an individual "who has made a significant contribution

to the improvement of the law or judicial administration in the probate or related

fields." A past recipient of the Treat Award is U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day

O'Connor, who received the award in 1983.

Chief Justice Podolski has been an innovative leader in establishing uniform rules and

procedures in the Probate and Family Court. He instituted time standards before the

rule was promulgated by the Supreme Judicial Court in an effort to improve case flow

management and reduce trial delay. He has also been instrumental in the utilization

of pretrial conferences and in the use of mediation for the resolution of domestic

disputes.
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Chief Justice Podolskl has been the administrative justice of the Probate and Family

Court since 1973. He was appointed a justice of the Norfolk Division of the Probate

and Family Court in 1971 where he served until his appointment as Chief Justice.

Prior to his judicial appointment, Chief Justice Podolskl served as a Special Assistant

and an Assistant Attorney General of the Commonwealth from 1963 to 1971. In

addition, he was a Special Agent for the F.B.I. , practiced law for almost twenty years

and served as Town Counsel in Dedham, his hometown, for seventeen years.

Chief Justice Podolskl, a lifelong resident of Dedham, received his J.D. from Boston

College Law School and attended Boston College. He has received numerous awards

and holds honorary degrees from Suffolk University and New England School of Law.

Chief Justice Podolskl has also written and spoken extensively throughout the

country in the areas of probate law and related fields. He served as president of NCPJ

from 1982-1983 and was on the Executive Committee for ten years.

The National College of Probate Judges was established in 1968 to promote the

efficient administration of justice in courts with probate jurisdiction. NCPJ has a

membership of approximately 650 judges from courts throughout the United States.
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