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In the Matter of Janet Rowe Dugan, Clerk Magistrate of the

Northampton Division of the District Court of the Trial Court

Boston, MA (February 4, 1992)- The Committee on Professional Responsibility for Clerks

of the Court today announced that attorney Francis D. Dibble, Jr., of Springfield, has been

appointed as Special Counsel in the conduct matter of Janet Rowe Dugan, Clerk Magistrate

of the Northampton Division of the District Court of the Trial Court. The appointment

was made by the Supreme Judicial Court on December 20, 1991, at the request of the

Committee on Professional Responsibility for Clerks of the Court, in accordance with the

Committee's rules. The appointment was made immediately after the Committee

received the report from the Supreme Judicial Court on December 19, 1991.

Mr. Dibble will report his findings and recommendations to the Committee when the

investigation is completed.

Mr. Dibble received a copy of District Court Judge Leah Sprague's report (the Sprague

report) on the conduct of Clerk Magistrate Dugan on December 20. Judge Sprague was

appointed by District Court Chief Justice Samuel E. Zoll to conduct an inquiry in the matter

before it was referred to the Committee. The 113-page Sprague report and a lengthy

appendix summarizes eight volumes of transcripts of more than 1,800 pages, containing
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testimony of 46 persons heard by Judge Sprague. Clerk Magistrate Dugan's attorney,

Michael Mone, of Boston, also received a copy of the Sprague report on December 20.

In accordance with the Committee's rules. Clerk Magistrate Dugan will have an

opportunity to respond to the allegations in the Sprague report. The response, in turn,

vnU. be evaluated by the Committee before it makes any determination or

recommendation to the Supreme Judicial Court in this matter.

The materials referred to the Committee by the Supreme Judicial Court have been

ordered impounded by the SJC at the Committee's request.

Although the Committee's proceedings are confidential until formal charges, if any,

are filed, the Committee may issue public statements, according to its rules, to clarify its

procedures, as in this case, and to ensure fairness to all parties concerned. If formal charges

against a Clerk Magistrate are filed by the Committee, both the charges and the Clerk

Magistrate's responses would be made public. A subsequent hearing on the matter would

also be public.

The five-member Committee on Professional Responsibility for Clerks of the Court,

established by SJC Rule 3:13, in April, 1990, has authority to investigate complaints against

both elected and appointed clerks, relative to alleged violations of the Code of Professional

Responsibility for Clerks of the Court (SJC Rule 3:12).
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