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To the Campus Community,

We are looking forward to a vibrant fall semester at UMass Boston, during which
most classes and a number of student activities will return to campus. I want to
update you on our ongoing planning endeavors for the fall.

We are diligently continuing to work with our campus partners guiding our thinking
and decision making with the most up to date data and recommendations from the
pertinent public health authorities. The health and safety of our students, faculty, and
staff, as well as our commitment to providing the best educational experience
possible for all, remains our primary focus as we look to return to campus. We are
closely monitoring vaccination rates and the spread of dangerous COVID-19
variants, and I want to assure you that a return to campus will only be enabled by
measurably improved public health conditions.

Academics / Course Modality

Along with our campus partners we are carefully considering whether some
courses should continue to be offered in a remote format to provide students
with flexibility, as needed, and to reduce their required time on campus. These
curriculum decisions will be relayed to students as early as possible.
We hope most of these determinations will be made shortly to help students
with course planning. That said, registration opens next week, and we
acknowledge that you will begin registration without perfect information. We
encourage you to register for classes assuming that a full return to in-person
classes will be possible.

Student Support / Campus Life

We very much hope, indeed expect, that improved health conditions will allow
us to have most student activities and support services return to campus. At the
same time we will also strive to maintain support for remote student activities
and to provide remote options for student support services, where possible.
University Health Services will reopen for walk-in service and will additionally
offer telemedicine and telecounseling.
Accordingly, we are accepting applications for on-campus housing, with the
expectation of having full occupancy of our residence halls.

Return to Work

We know our administrative units, faculty, and staff are eager to understand
what the return to campus will look like and how and when we can begin the
transition process. We are actively discussing various scenarios that will safely
allow for the return of all university employees to campus most likely in late
summer. More details are forthcoming and will be shared in the coming weeks.

Although we are still in the planning process, we know that returning to campus to
study, teach, or work will not be the same experience as before the coronavirus
pandemic. It will be a new normal that incorporates what we have learned from our
remote operations and that will still require strict adherence to safety protocols to
keep all our communities as safe as possible.

Toward that end, we ask you to join us in our efforts in stemming the spread of
COVID-19. We encourage you to get vaccinated as soon as you are eligible to help
create a safer campus community. And we recommend that we all continue to follow
the advised preventative measures: observing social distancing, wearing a mask,
avoiding crowds, and regularly washing your hands. Together, we can make a
difference – or as we say in Spanish ¡Juntos si podemos!

Thank you for your patience, your ethic of care, and solidarity with all our
communities most seriously affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. As we continue to
plan for fall semester together, please stay tuned for further information and updates.

Be safe, be strong. Go Beacons.  

 
Marcelo Suárez-Orozco
Chancellor
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