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Greetings!

 This issue includes information about OTA
services, important regulatory updates, and
more.

View this newsletter as a webpage.

For more updates, follow us on
Twitter @Mass_OTA and on LinkedIn.

     

Upcoming Trainings on Nanotechnology Safety
 for Municipal Officials and First Responders

Register at one of the links below:

April 30, 2–4 pm

May 3, 2–4 pm

May 6, 2–4 pm

Nanotechnology: What Municipalities
Need to Know will provide officials and
first responders with an understanding of
the essential information needed to
manage risk and address concerns.

This interactive virtual workshop will
include experts in emergency
management, safe development of
nanomaterials, and environmental health.

Questions? Contact Laura Spark, Senior
Policy Advocate at Clean Water Action.

Upcoming Climate Change Resiliency
and Chemical Safety Training

Monday, May 10, 12:30–3:30 p.m.

This no-cost, 3 hour virtual Zoom course, offered by The New England Consortium
(TNEC), focuses on reducing the risk of hazardous chemical releases and other hazards
related to extreme weather events, such as storms and floods, associated with climate
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change, and by doing so preventing harm to workers and the community. In this training,
participants work in small groups to assess the risks of extreme weather events to their
organization or institution, to consider how to best control or reduce hazards, and to plan
next steps in their own work settings in preparing for severe weather events. This training
is appropriate for all personnel in companies, public emergency response organizations,
municipal organizations, non profit institutions, and community organizations involved in
safety and emergency preparedness.

Register here for TNEC training

OTA Profiled by Boston University School of Public Health

BU School of Public Health's SPH Today news publication recently published a profile on
OTA's work and on OTA Director Tiffany Skogstrom, who is a 2012 alumna of BUSPH. The
piece summarizes the work of the TURA implementing agencies and discusses OTA's
history and services, including its work on chemical safety and climate change resiliency,
PFAS source identification in high-priority drinking water protection areas, and
environmental justice.

MassDEP TRI and TURA Resources

TUR Reports are due July 1. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, MassDEP is offering an eight-
part online training program in lieu of the Toxics Use Reduction Act (TURA)/Toxics Release
Inventory (TRI) reporting workshops it normally presents across the state in partnership
with the Office of Technical Assistance & Technology (OTA) and the Toxics Use Reduction
Institute (TURI).

The training modules, presented via GoToWebinar, focus on the various elements of TUR
Reporting via the eDEP Online Filing Platform, as well as TUR Planner certification.

MassDEP TRI and TURA Training Modules

For more information on TUR reporting, visit MassDEP's TUR Reporting website. To file
online, visit the eDEP portal.

TURA Strengthening Ad Hoc Committee
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The TURA Administrative Council has convened the TURA Program Strengthening Ad Hoc
Committee to review and strengthen the effectiveness and value of TURA program
activities to Massachusetts businesses while ensuring ongoing progress to reduce the use
of toxics in the Commonwealth and support the adoption of safer materials. Meetings of
the Ad Hoc Committee to date have covered the following topics (the final meeting topic,
for May, will be TURA Fees):

November: TURA Orientation
December: Compliance and Enforcement
January: Alternative Planning
March: TUR Planning and Planners
April: Toxic or Hazardous Substances List

TURA Program staff have prepared background documents on the TURA Program to
inform the Ad Hoc Committee about various aspects of the TURA Program and are
updated after committee meetings as needed to respond to committee requests for
additional information. These documents are available here.

Job Opening: Director and Research Professor,
Toxics Use Reduction Institute

The Massachusetts Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI) is looking for a Director and
experienced researcher to provide strategic, organizational, and fiscal leadership to the
Institute. The successful candidate will split their time between Institute Director
responsibilities and research and scholarship activities. Research leadership and grant
funding are an important component of this position. Applicants will be considered for
Research Professor status as part of the interview process.

Learn more about the role and apply below:

Apply: TURI Director & Research Professor

Apply for a Toxics Use Reduction Institute
Small Business or Industry Grant

TURI invites Massachusetts companies looking to reduce the use of toxic chemicals to
apply for a grant. Funds can be used to offset the costs of technology, equipment and
safer products that result in the reduction of toxic chemicals.

Applications are due June 25, 2021.

Small business grants (up to $10,000):
available for businesses that provide

Industry grants (up to $30,000):
available for manufacturing facilities to
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services directly to consumers. Auto and
body shops, gymnastics facilities, dry
cleaners, breweries, restaurants and more
are eligible to apply.

Apply for a TURI Small
Business Grant

improve processes or install technology
that results in reducing toxics. Get
financial help for a faster return on
investment.

Apply for a TURI Industry
Grant

Free Recycling Assistance from RecyclingWorks

RecyclingWorks in
Massachusetts (RecyclingWorks) is a free
recycling assistance program funded by the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP) to help businesses and
institutions in Massachusetts reduce waste and
maximize recycling, reuse, and food recovery
opportunities.  

As a non-regulatory entity, RecyclingWorks offers educational resources and free
technical assistance to support compliance with MassDEP Waste Disposal Bans. Its
customized assistance can help your business: 

Evaluate existing waste streams 
Identify opportunities to prevent, recover, and divert waste 
Establish effective systems for collecting and managing materials on-site 
Empower employees through education and training 
Connect with waste haulers and processors of recyclables and organics 

To learn more about RecyclingWorks’ free technical assistance, call (888) 254-5525,
or email info@recyclingworksma.com.

Spanish-Language Resources from EPA

EPA recently announced that it is now making information on industrial chemical releases
from the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) available in Spanish. Access the Spanish-language
TRI website and search tool here.

EPA also recently released its new Spanish-language website about lead exposure and lead
poisoning, available here. It includes Spanish-language resources for contractors and
renovators who work on houses with potential lead-based paint hazards. These resources
provide information on how to get training to perform lead abatement and training on
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lead-safe work practices required by the Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) Program,
making it easier for Spanish-speaking business owners, workers, and contractors to access
these training resources.

Marina Gayl Retirement - 29 Years of Service!

OTA and the entire TURA Program offer a fond farewell to Marina
Gayl upon her retirement at the end of April. Marina has spent the
last 29 years making Massachusetts a safer place to live and work
through helping companies pursue and accomplish toxics use
reduction. Marina was one of the main developers of OTA's
Massachusetts Clean Auto Repair (MassCAR) training
curriculum and developed toxics use and energy efficiency case
studies for Stainless Steel Coatings, Inc and Mark Richey
Woodworking, Inc. During her time with OTA, she has provided
dedicated support to the lumber and wood products, furniture
and fixtures, spray painting, powder coating and food industries,
as well as to auto shops and dry cleaners. She has also served as OTA's liaison to the
Central Massachusetts Business Environmental Network (CMBEN). Marina's technical
expertise, talents and diligence have supported countless Massachusetts facilities, and her
mentorship, kindness, and good humor have been invaluable assets to her OTA colleagues.

 We thank Marina for her years of service and we wish her the very best in her retirement.

Farewell, Krishana

We would like to congratulate Krishana Abrahim-Petrie, former
OTA Environmental Justice Intern, for accepting a new role as
Project Staff at the Northeast Waste Management Officials'
Association (NEWMOA). OTA greatly appreciates Krishana's
work during her internship, including conducting environmental
justice trainings for the TURA Program and supporting both OTA
and the Division of Conservation Services with integrating
environmental justice into their day-to-day work. We wish
Krishana the very best in her new role and thank her for her work
at OTA.

Farewell, Marcela

OTA is pleased to have had Marcela Rojas-Vasquez return as
PFAS and Nanomaterials Intern since the winter, and we offer
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her a fond farewell as she concludes her time with us. Marcela
holds a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science from the
University of Massachusetts, Boston and a Master's degree in
Management from Harvard University Extension School. She
has been assisting with the development of tools to assist
Massachusetts business with identifying companies likely to be
using PFAS and potential sources of PFAS in their facilities, the
identification of Massachusetts businesses using nanomaterials
that may benefit from OTA assistance, and with quantitative and qualitative analysis of
OTA's staff outreach efforts. We thank Marcela for her time and enthusiasm!
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