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Minutes 
 

Bureau of Pipefitters, Refrigeration Technicians, and Sprinkler Fitters 
 

Division of Professional Licensure 
Video Conference Call Meeting 

 
April 21, 2021, 10:00 AM 

 

 
1. Meeting called to order by the Chair at 10:05 AM, followed by roll call, the Chair asked that members identify 

themselves and whom they represent: 
 
Bureau Members Present: 
David F. Sullivan, Chair 
Frank Norton, Boston Refrigeration Contractors  
Brian Kelly, Mass. Building/Construction Trades  
Sharon Orr, Mechanical Engineer 
Dan Dumont, NE Mechanical Contractors 
Scott King, Pipefitter Member 
John Viola, Sprinkler Contractor Member 
Justin Fishlin, Sprinkler Fitter Member 
Pauline Lally, User Member  
 
 

Bureau Members Not Present: 
Allan Berry, Refrigeration Technician Member 
VACANT, Public Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the current state of emergency, as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak, this Bureau meeting was held 
via conference call. The Chair informed the Bureau members of the following meeting protocols in order to 
comply with the Open Meeting Laws: 
 

 Meeting is conducted by the Chair and speakers must be recognized in order to address the Bureau. 

 Meeting is a public meeting, not a public hearing. 

 Anyone not speaking is to be kept on mute. 

 All votes require a roll call by the Bureau members. 

 All speakers must identify themselves by name.  
 
 

2. Minutes: The draft minutes from the March 17, 2021 Bureau meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve 
the minutes made by Frank Norton, seconded by Justin Fishlin; motion passed by unanimous vote 
(David F. Sullivan, Dan Dumont, Scott King, Pauline Lally, Sharon Orr, John Viola, and Brian Kelly).  

 
 



 

 

3. Review of the following applications to examine: 
 
Steven Colapietro (SC) – Approved 
Application to examine for Sprinkler Contractor’s license submitted by Steven Colapietro was considered. 
Mr. Colapietro is licensed in Connecticut as a Fire Protection Unlimited Contractor (FRP-F1) since 
November 19, 1991 and completed over 300 hours of sprinkler fitting study through the American Fire 
Sprinkler Association training program. (Bureau approved school).  Motion to approve the application 
made by John Viola, seconded by Brian Kelly; motion passed by unanimous vote (David F. 
Sullivan, Dan Dumont, Scott King, Justin Fishlin, Pauline Lally, Frank Norton, and Sharron Orr). 
 
 

4. Review of the following apprentice application: 
 

Alex Turco (RA) – Tabled 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Alex Turco was considered. Mr. Turco 
was not present at the time of the meeting.  Motion to table the renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice 
license made by Dan Dumont, seconded by John Viola; motion passed by majority vote (David F. 
Sullivan, Scott King, Justin Fishlin, Pauline Lally, Frank Norton, Sharron Orr, and Brian Kelly). 
 
* Discussion ensued by the Bureau members on whether they can table the review of a license renewal if 

the licensee is not present at the meeting.  Motion to table the review of a license renewal if the 
licensee is not present at the meeting made by Brian Kelly, seconded by Dan Dumont; motion 
passed by majority vote (David F. Sullivan, Scott King, Justin Fishlin, Pauline Lally, Frank Norton, 
Sharron Orr, and John Viola). All license reviews tabled within these minutes were done so in 
accordance with the motion.  

 
Christopher King (RA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Christopher King was considered. Mr. 
King was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
David Decarvaho (RA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by David Decarvaho was considered. Mr. 
Decarvaho was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
Devin Crowe (SA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Sprinklerfitter Apprentice license submitted by Devin Crowe was considered. Mr. Crowe 
was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
Donald Baker, Jr. (RA) – Suspended 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Donald Baker, Jr. was considered. Mr. 
Baker was present at the time of the meeting. Mr. Baker informed the Bureau members that he will 
surrender the Refrigeration Apprentice to remain in good grace with the Bureau, as he holds a Pipefitter 
license as well.  Motion to suspend the renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license made by 
Brian Kelly, seconded by Frank Norton; motion passed by unanimous vote (David F. Sullivan, Dan 
Dumont, Scott King, Justin Fishlin, Pauline Lally, Sharon Orr, and John Viola). 
 
Edmond Parent (RA) – Denied 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Edmond Parent was considered. Mr. 
Parent was present at the time of the meeting.  Motion to deny the renewal of the Refrigeration 
Apprentice license made by Justin Fishlin, seconded by John Viola; motion passed by unanimous 
vote (David F. Sullivan, Dan Dumont, Scott King, Pauline Lally, Frank Norton, Sharon Orr, and Brian 
Kelly). 
 
Joseph Heroux (RA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Joseph Heroux was considered. Mr. 
Heroux was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 



 

 

Mark Keser (PA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Pipefitter Apprentice license submitted by Mark Keser was considered. Mr. Keser was 
not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
Michael Picardi, III (RA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Michael Picardi, III was considered. Mr. 
Picardi was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
Stephen Chambers (RA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Stephen Chambers was considered. Mr. 
Chambers was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
Stephen Merrill (SA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Sprinklerfitter Apprentice license submitted by Stephen Merrill was considered. Mr. 
Merrill was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
Todd Bangma (RA) – Tabled * 
The renewal of the Refrigeration Apprentice license submitted by Todd Bangma was considered. Mr. 
Bangma was not present at the time of the meeting. 
 
 

5. Discussion on Bureau apprentice license matters 
 

 Upon completing the review of apprentice renewal applications, the Chair presented the discussion 
on the effects that denying renewal of an apprentice license to a licensee may have on the trade. 
The Chair raised two concerns: the effects on the lifelong apprentice being put out of work and the 
apprentice who is unable to pass the examination to become a journeyman/technician. Sharon Orr 
stated that these situations should be addressed in a case by case basis, but the intent is to comply 
with the regulations. Ms. Orr added that licensees must be working towards compliance in order to 
retain their apprentice license. On the topic of passing the examination, Justin Fishlin stated that the 
Bureau examines knowledge of life safety in the trade and the apprentice should be able to pass 
the exam. Lynn Read, Bureau Counsel, inquired on the concerns over a lifelong apprentice’s 
knowledge of life safety. Mr. Fishlin stated that an apprentice should be working towards a license 
and a serious career path, because not taking it seriously to learn about their career may result in 
potential safety issues. Ms. Orr inquired whether OPSI staff can filter out the apprentices who 
seriously want to keep their license. Bureau Counsel suggested the issuance of a letter to inform 
the apprentice that they must appear before the Bureau and failure to do so will result in a denial. 
John Viola expressed his support for this letter and requested that a draft be reviewed at the next 
Bureau meeting. 

 

 Lynn Read, Bureau Counsel, presented to the Bureau members a draft Policy on Apprentice 
Licensing for their review. The intent of the policy is to provide clarity and to ensure that apprentices 
receive their credits upon completing their hours. Scott King noted that the last sentence of the draft 
policy is confusing and needs to be adjusted. The Chair stated that the intent of the last sentence is 
to clarify that postdated Certificates of Completion from the Division of Apprenticeship Standards 
will not be accepted. Brian Kelly inquired whether the Bureau can accept a letter acknowledging 
that the apprentice has met the Bureau’s requirements as certain union programs go beyond the 
Bureau’s requirements and cannot be issued a Certificate of Completion until the program is 
completed. The Chair stated that he does not want inconsistent documentation. Bureau Counsel 
stated that Bureau has accepted the Certificate of Completion as a means to verify that the 
apprentice has met the requirements, but the matter should be re-evaluated before accepting the 
draft policy. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
6. Jurisdictional Report by the Office of Public Safety and Inspections  

 
Daniel Kilburn presented the OPSI jurisdictional report to the Bureau members. Mr. Kilburn informed the 
Bureau members that unlicensed practice fines were issued in the pipefitting and refrigeration trades in the 
amount of $500 each. Mr. Kilburn added that OPSI Engineering Inspectors were busy with examinations 
due to the COVID-19 surge, which limited examinees to 10 people per room. The next exam session is 
scheduled to begin at the end of April through May.   

 
 

7. Matters not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of meeting  
 

 Brian Kelly requested to discuss the residential refrigeration licensing topic at the next Bureau 
meeting. The Chair and Frank Norton informed the Bureau members that the discussions held by 
the HVAC License Working Group were oriented towards permitting and not related to installation 
work. 

 

 Sharon Orr requested for an update on the proposed amendments to 528 CMR at the next Bureau 
meeting. 

 
 

8. Motion to adjourn made by Brian Kelly, seconded by Justin Fishlin; motion passed by unanimous 
vote (David F. Sullivan, Dan Dumont, Scott King, Pauline Lally, Frank Norton, Sharron Orr, and John 
Viola), meeting adjourned at 11:35 AM. 

 
The next meeting of the Bureau of Pipefitters, Refrigeration Technicians, and Sprinkler Fitters will be 

on Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 10:00 AM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of Documents/Exhibits Used at this Meeting 
 

a. Draft minutes from the Bureau meeting on March 17, 2021 

b. SC Application – Steven Colapietro 

c. RA License - Alex Turco 
d. RA License - Christopher King 
e. RA License - David DeCarvaho 
f. SA License - Devin Crowe 
g. RA License - Donald Baker, Jr. 
h. RA License - Edmond Parent 
i. RA License - Joseph Heroux 
j. PA License - Mark Keser 
k. RA License - Michael Picardi, III 
l. RA License - Stephen Chambers 
m. SA License - Stephen Merrill 
n. RA License - Todd Bangma 
o. DRAFT Policy on Apprentice Licensing (April 21, 2021)  

p. Bureau of Pipefitters, Refrigeration Technicians, and Sprinkler Fitters – Compliance Inspection Report 

(April 21, 2021) 


