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ACTON — Today, Lt. Governor Karyn Polito and Housing and Economic Development Assistant Secretary for

Communities and Programs Juan Vega joined state and local officials to celebrate the award of a $2.75 million

MassWorks grant to the Town of Acton, funding targeted infrastructure upgrades that are key to the creation

of new housing.

The MassWorks grant will result in intersection upgrades, sidewalk and streetscape improvements along the

Powder Mill Road corridor, and upgrades to the Middle Fort Pond Wastewater Treatment Facility and

associated infrastructure. This package of investments funded by MassWorks will support private investment

of approximately $60 million, resulting in the construction of 230 new units of housing, with 59 of those units

designated as affordable.  

  

“Our administration is proud to partner with the Town of Acton to award MassWorks funding in support of key

infrastructure improvements that will unlock local growth and housing production,” said Governor Charlie

Baker. “We are grateful to our local partners for their vision and collaboration on behalf of their communities,

and look forward to continuing to work together toward a strong and sustained recovery from the impacts of

the pandemic.” 

  

“As we continue to work toward our recovery from COVID-19, our administration remains committed to doing

all we can to drive the growth of housing development and job opportunities across the Commonwealth,” said



Lt. Governor Polito. “We are glad to help this important project move forward with the support of MassWorks

funding, and thank the Town of Acton for their partnership to make this progress possible.”    

  

Known as Powder Mill Place, the project will reuse a former industrial site located on approximately 10.47

acres. The plan includes two, five-story apartment buildings, a six-story parking garage, as well as indoor and

outdoor amenities including a fitness center, management office, gathering room, and a pool. Other outside

amenities will include a community garden and dog park. Occupancy of the units is expected by September

2022. 

  

“While we didn’t need a pandemic to show us we had a housing crisis on our hands, the fact is COVID-19 has

exacerbated the need for new housing units,” said Housing and Economic Development Secretary

Mike Kennealy.  “Thanks to the leadership of the town of Acton and because of the MassWorks program, we

can be proactive: we can help remove barriers to new housing and we can assist with repurposing

underutilized sites that could otherwise create jobs and revenue for cities and towns.”  

  

In 2020 alone, MassWorks awards supported the creation of more than 3,500 new housing units, including

over 1,000 affordable units; resulted in more than 3,900 new jobs, while supporting over 7,000 construction

jobs; and leveraged more than $1.6 billion in private investment. 

  

"I am grateful to the Baker-Polito administration for the $2.75 million grant to the town of Acton which will

invest in critical water infrastructure to enable multifamily housing and improve a corridor in Acton that has

been long ignored," said Senator Jamie Eldridge. "I want to commend Acton Town Manager John Mangiaratti,

the Acton Select Board, and the entire Town Hall staff for putting together an impressive proposal that will

move Acton forward!” 

  

"I am proud of the Town of Acton for securing funding for sewer and water improvements that will enable the

construction of much needed multi-family and affordable housing in our community,” said Rep. Tami

Gouveia.  “I am excited to see the Powder Mill project advance and am looking forward to supporting future

projects like it throughout our District." 

  

“I am happy that the Baker-Polito administration has awarded Acton this grant relating to affordable housing

at Powder Mill Place. We need to support affordable housing so that our town is truly accessible to people of

all income levels. The infrastructure this grant will support is crucial to this much-needed development, and I

want to thank the town of Acton for advocating for it,” said Rep. Dan Sena. 

  

The MassWorks Infrastructure Grant Program, administered by the Executive Office of Housing and Economic

Development, is a competitive grant program that provides a flexible source of capital funds to municipalities

and other eligible public entities for public infrastructure projects that produce housing, create jobs, and

generate additional private sector investment. 

  

"We appreciate the support from Governor Baker, Lt. Governor Polito, and Secretary Kennealy for this

important project,” said Town Manager John Mangiaratti. “The apartments at Powder Mill Place provide

critical affordable housing opportunities for Acton and this MassWorks grant will help us achieve complete

streets improvements and sewer infrastructure upgrades to support the project and our economic



development goals." 

  

"Many thanks to John and town staff for their excellent, thorough work in obtaining this grant for affordable

housing infrastructure," Board of Selectmen Chair Jon Benson said. “This project demonstrates what

collaboration between state and local government, in partnership with the private sector, can accomplish, and

I’m grateful to all involved for their commitment and support.” 

  

This year’s awards have resulted in an investment totaling $68 million in 36 projects to support housing,

economic development and road safety projects in 35 cities and towns across the Commonwealth. 

  

“Creating a successful public-private partnership can lead to a win-win for all of the vested parties.  The

Powder Mill project is an example of such a partnership.  With the support of the Acton Board of Selectmen,

the Town’s various Boards, and the Town’s staff, the parties were able to create a shared vision for the Power

Mill project that permits the development of multifamily housing that provides needed affordable housing

units and in doing so, achieve specific goals of the Town for upgrading the sewer system that will service both

commercial and residential uses along the Powder Mill corridor,” said developer Vincent Cuttone. 

  

Since 2015, and including this year’s round, the Baker-Polito Administration has invested nearly $533 million in

grant funds to support public infrastructure projects, with 259 awards spread out across 157 cities and towns.

These grants have unlocked and leveraged over $10.8 billion in private investment, supported the creation of

more than 17,000 new housing units, and led to tens of thousands of new permanent and construction jobs. 

  

Beyond MassWorks, the town of Acton has participated in several other initiatives led by the Executive Office of

Housing and Economic Development and sister agencies to foster economic growth and create additional

housing.  Some of those initiatives include:

In 2018, Acton received $165,000 from the Department of Housing and Community Development’s

Housing Choice Capital Grant Program.  This funding was used to design and construct improvements for

45 units of affordable housing owned by the Acton Housing Authority, including sidewalks, roadway, and

parking areas.

In 2020, the Acton Housing Authority received a Public Housing Creative Placemaking Award from DHCD

for $85,000. This funding was designed for community room upgrades as well as outdoor amenities. 

Also, in May 2019, Governor Baker joined Insulet leadership, as well as state and local elected officials, for

the formal grand opening of Insulet Corporation’s 26-acre site facility for the company’s new

headquarters and OmniPod manufacturing facility in Acton. Insulet is a multi-year awardee of the

Massachusetts Life Sciences Center’s Tax Incentive program, which aided in driving the company to move

its manufacturing facility back to the U.S. from overseas.
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