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successor is chosen and qualified ; and in the month of

March of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-two, and
every two years thereafter, the city council shall by con-

current vote choose a chief engineer who shall hold oflice

for the term of two years, beginning on the first Monday
of April then next ensuing, and until his successor is

chosen and qualified.

Section 2. This act shall take efiect upon its passage.

Approved March 10, 1890.

(JJldp, 86 ^^ -^^"^ '^^ UNITE THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD AND THE TOWN OF
WEST SPRINGFIELD.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

field an(ftowT Section 1. All the territory now comprised within
of \\"e8t Spring- the Umits of the town of West Springfield in the county
held may unite. „ -^^ , • ^ t ' t ^ .j t i ••

oi Hampden, with the inhabitants and estates therein, is

hereby annexed to and made a part of the city of Spring-
field in said county : provided, hoiuever, that until consti-

tutionally and legally changed said territoiy for the

purpose of electing state senator and representatives shall

continue to belong to the respective districts of which it

now is legally a part. All the duties now required by
law to be performed by the selectmen and town clerk of

the town of West Springfield, or either of them, per-

taining to the election of said state senator and repre-

sentatives, shall, in like manner, devolve upon and be
performed by the mayor and board of aldermen and city

clerk of the city of Springfield, respectively, as provided
by law for such elections in said city. Ward and precinct

officers of the ward created out of said territory, as

hereinafter provided, shall be appointed, have like duties

and perform them in like manner as similar officers of

other Avards and precincts in said city. The precincts

now established in said town shall remain the same until

the alteration of the ward limits of said city provided
by law.

mty^'to^blVeS'
Section 2. All the public property of the said town

s°rin^ field
°^ Wcst Springfield shall be vested in and is hereby
declared to be the property of the city of Springfield

;

and said city of Springfield shall succeed to all the rights,

claims, causes of action, rights to uncollected taxes, liens,

uses, trusts, duties, ]irivileges and immunitiies of said

town of West Springfield. All powers conferred upon
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the selectmen by the provisions of section three of chapter
forty-four of the acts of the year cigliteen hundred and
seventy-eight shall be exercised l)y the board of mayor
and aldermen of the city of Springtield, and the provisions

of said act shall continue in force. The town treasurer

of the town of West Springfield shall, on or before the

second Monday of January in the year eighteen hundred
and ninety-one, under the direction of the selectmen of
said town of West Springfield (who shall for this purpose
and for all other purposes necessary to carry into full

effect the provisions of this act continue to hold their

offices over), transfer, deliver, pay over and account for,

to the city treasurer of the city of Springfield, all l)ooks,

moneys and other property in his possession as town
treasurer of said town of West Springfield when this act

shall take effect ; and the city of Springfield shall become
liable for and subject to all the debts, obligations, duties,

responsibilities and liabilities of said towm of West Spring-
field : jirovided, that if this act is accepted no debt shall

be contracted nor expenses made except for the ordinary
expenditures of said town. All actions and causes of
action which may be pending or which may have accrued
at the time this act shall take effect, in behalf of or against

the town of West Springfield, shall survive and may be
prosecuted to final judgment and execution in behalf of
or against the city of Springfield. The city of Sprino- cuy may take

field, may take the property of the West Springfietd re'^fgring''"

Aqueduct Company, in accordance with the provisions company!''"'''

of section seven of chapter one hundred and thirty-eight

of the acts of the ^(ear eighteen hundred and seventy-five :

provided, however, that until it shall so take said property
it shall not, unless hereafter duly authorized by the

general court, supply the territory above described, or

any portion of the same, with water by connection with
or extension of its present system.

Section 3. Said territory shall constitute a ward of T?"^r^°^
. . ^, . ,

"^ West Spnng-
the city of Sprmgfield, to be called ward nine, and shall fleidtobea

. , ^ wjird of the city

so remain until the alteration of the ward limits of said of spnngiieid.

city provided by law ; and the ward so established shall

be entitled to all the municipal, ward and precinct officers

to which each of the other wards and precincts of said

city are entitled.

Section. 4. Trustees shall continue to manage all
j^",'",''^ school

school and poor funds of said town and shall disburse the and poor funds.
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income thereof for the benefit of the territory embraced
within its limits according to the terms of their respective

trusts.

Section 5. The territory so transferred and the

inhabitants thereof and their estates shall be liable for all

taxes already assessed and not paid, and also all town,

county and state taxes that may be hereafter assessed on
them by said town of West Springfield and before this

act shall take effect, in the same manner as they would
have been liable if this act had not been passed ; and the

town treasurer and collector of said town of West Spring-

field are hereby authorized to collect the same in the

manner provided hy law after this act shall take effect.

Section 6. If this act shall be accepted as herein-

after provided, said territory shall, after the fifth day of

November in the year eighteen hundred and ninety, con-

stitute a ward of the city of Springfield, to be called ward
nine, for all the purposes mentioned in this section and

the following section of this act. The legal voters of

said ward nine shall meet in their several voting precincts

on the same day in said year, and in the same manner as

voters of other wards of said city of Springfield who
meet for a like purpose, and bring in their ballots for the

several municipal officers for the ensuing year for whom
they are entitled to vote by virtue of the provisions of

this act. Lists of voters shall l)e made and posted, and

the meetings shall be called, notified and warned, and all

other things shall be done as provided by law for other

wards of said city in municipal elections. And the legal

voters of said town shall have the same right to vote in

said election as if said territory had been a part of said

city for more than six months preceding said election.

Section 7. After the present municipal year the board

of aldermen of said city shall consist of nine members.
The common council of said city shall consist of twenty-

one members. The number of the school committee shall

be increased by one member elected from said ward nine.

Section 8. Nothing contained in this act shall impair

the obligation of contracts. All franchises and vested

rights granted by the town of West Springfield shall

remain in full force and operative as though granted by
and for the city of Springfield.

Section 9. The several police officers, fire engineers

and firemen who shall be serving the said town when this
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act shall take eflcct shall thereafter continue in the dis-

eharue of their respective duties as officers and serve said

city until others are appointed in their places.

Section 10. This act shall not take full effect until it subject to ac

has been accepted by a majority of the legal voters of majority vote of

said city of Springfield present and voting by ballot at we"t spdug"

meetings which shall be held in the several precincts of ^'''''^'

said city, and has also been accepted by a majority of the

legal voters of the town of West Springfield present and
voting thereon at meetings which shall be held in the

several precincts of said town. All said meetings shall

l)e held on the third Tuesday of June in the year eighteen

hundred and ninety, and upon notice given at least seven

da^'s before the time of meeting, and the polls shall be

opened at nine o'clock in the forenoon and close at six

o'clock in the afternoon of said day. In case of the

absence of any precinct officer at any precinct meeting in

said city or town, held for the purpose aforesaid, a like

officer may be chosen ^ro tempore by hand vote, and shall

be duly qualified, and shall have all the powers and be

subject to all the duties of the regular officer of said

meeting. Said ballot shall be " Yes " or " No " in answer

to the question, " Shall an act passed by the legislature

of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the year eight-

een hundred and ninety, entitled ' an act to unite the

city of Springfield and the town of West Springfield ', be

accepted?" Said meeting in said town shall be called,

notified and warned by the selectmen in the same manner
in which meetings for the election of town officers in said

town are called, notified and warned, except that the

places of meeting shall be polling places in the precincts

to which the voters respectively l)elong. And such meet-

ings in the city of Springfield shall be called, notified and
warned by the mayor and board of aldermen of said city

in the same manner in which meetings for the election

of municipal officers in said city are called, notified and
warned. The ballots given in are to be assorted, counted

and declared in the several precinct meetings of said city

and said town in open meeting and records made thereof.

The clerk of each precinct in the city of Springfield shall

make return of all ballots given in his precinct, and the

number of ballots in favor of the acceptance of this act

and the number of ballots against said acceptance, to the

board of aldermen of said city. Said returns shall be
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made within forty-eight hours of the close of the polls.

It shall be the dut}^ of the city clerk of said city to certify

as soon as may be the ])allot cast in said city, and the

number of ballots cast in favor of the acceptance of this

act and the number of ballots cast against said acceptance

in said city, to the secretary of the Commonwealth. The
clerk in each precinct in the town of West Spriugtield

shall make return of all ballots given in his precinct, and
the number of ballots in favor of the acceptance of this

act and the number of ballots against said acceptance, to

the selectmen of said town. Said returns to be made
within forty-eight hours of the close of the polls. The
selectmen and town clerk of said town shall, as soon as

may be, make a like return of the ballots cast in said

town, and the number of ballots cast in favor of accept-

ance of this act and the number of ballots cast against said

acceptance in said town, to the secretary of the Common-
wealth. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall keep
a record of the returns, and if it shall appear that a major-

ity of the votes cast in the city of Springfield, and a

majority of the votes cast in said town, respectively, are

in favor of the acceptance of this act, the said secretary

shall immediately issue his certificate declaring this act to

have been duly accepted.

Section 11. So much of this act as authorizes and
directs the submission of the question of the acceptance

of this act to the legal voters of said city and said town,

respectively, provided for in the tenth section of this act,

shall take effect upon its passage.

Section 12. If this act shall be accepted as herein

provided, it shall take effect on the fifth day of November
in the year eighteen hundred and ninety, so far as to

authorize, legalize and carry into effect the act and pro-

visions of the sixth and seventh sections of this act; but

for all other purposes, except as mentioned in section

twelve of this act, it shall take effect on the first Monday
of January in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one.

Section 13. If any election or balloting upon the

question of the acceptance of this act by either said city

or said town shall within sixty days thereafter be declared

void by the supreme judicial court, upon summary pro-

ceedings which may be had in any county on the petition

of fifty voters of either said town or said city, the question

of accepting said act shall be again submitted to the legal
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voters of said city or said town, and a meeting therefor shall

within thirty days thereafter be called, held and conducted,

and the votes returned and other proceedings had thereon,

in like manner as hereinbefore provided. But no election

shall be held void for informality in calling, holding or

conducting the election, or returning the votes or other-

wise, except upon proceedings instituted therefor and
determined within sixty days thereafter as aforesaid.

Sectiox 14. The present county commissioner for the county commiB-

county of Hampden, residinsf in said West Springfield, in°wLt%riifg-

shall continue to exercise the duties of his office until the fnoffice!°""°"'

expiration of the term of office to which he is elected, the

same as if this act had not been passed.

Approved March 10, 1890.

An Act to change the name and location of the wesletan
home for orphan and destitute children.

Chaj^. 87

Be it enacted, etc., as folloios:

Section 1. The corporation organized under the gen- Name changed

eral laws of this Commonwealth as the Wesleyan Home Homr'^^^°

for Orphan and Destitute Children shall hereafter be

known as the Wesleyan Home ; and all its corporate

rights and property, and all gifts, devises, bequests and
convej'ances to it by either name, which have been or

hereafter may be made, shall vest in the Wesleyan
Home.

Section 2. The location of said corporation shall be corporation

in the city of Newton, instead of in the city of Boston ton!''

as provided in the articles of association ; and in addition

to the support of orphan and destitute children it may
also care for and educate the children of missionaries.

Approved March 13, 1890.

An Act to change the "name of the melrose cycle club.
QJiaj). 88

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. The name of the IMelrose Cycle Club, of ^^^n™';,'^^^^^

Melrose, incorporated on February fourth in the year ciub.

eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, under the general laws

of Massachusetts, is hereby changed to The Melrose Club.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 18, 1890.


