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The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (Department/ DESE) 

is continuing to share this newsletter to help communities across the 

Commonwealth foster holistic supports and enrichment; and strengthen social-

emotional learning, health, and safety. As schools, districts, teachers, students, 

families, and partners continue to navigate especially challenging times, we 
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hope that these resources are helpful and welcome any feedback.   

  

Please see below for information primarily related 

to upcoming trainings and professional development (PD); recent guidance 

and informational resources; and highlighted grants. If you have any questions, 

concerns, or comments, please email the Office of Student and Family Support 

at achievement@doe.mass.edu.   

 

 

 

TRAINING/PD - Safe Kids Thrive: Tips and Tools 

to Create Safer Environments for Kids   
 

 

The Department and Children’s Trust are offering a Safe Kids Thrive! training 

for preK-12 district and school administrators. Join this 90-minute interactive 

workshop to learn how to identify concrete ways that schools can evaluate and 

develop policies, procedures, and protocols to prevent abuse. Using a new 

website called "Safe Kids Thrive," presenters will demonstrate practical and 

straightforward tools attendees will use to assess or create their own plan to 

promote child safety. The training will be offered at 9:00-10:30 

a.m. on Thursday, August 26 and at 7:30-9:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 

30. Please register online.  

 

 

 

TRAINING/PD – Family School Partnership 

Initiative   
 

DESE, in partnership with Pat Spradley, former Chief of Parent and Community 

Engagement for Springfield Public Schools, and the School & Main Institute, is 

offering an opportunity to receive training, coaching, and strategic planning 

mailto:achievement@doe.mass.edu
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support to strengthen school and district systems for family engagement. This 

initiative, based on the updated Massachusetts Family, School, and Community 

Partnership Fundamentals - Version 2.0, will engage with school and/or district 

teams to support the innovation and implementation of powerful family 

engagement strategies. Applicants may apply to participate in either a Fall 2021 

or Winter/Spring 2022 cohort. To learn more, register for an informational 

webinar being held on Monday, August 30, from 10-11am.   

 

 

 

TRAINING/PD – Multi-Tiered Systems of 

Support Academies   
 

 

The Department still has a few spots available for three of its MTSS 

Academies: Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), Systemic 

Student Support (S3), and Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)/Mental Health. 

These multi-year academies provide professional development, coaching, and 

technical assistance to school and/or district teams. The content and structure 

of these Academies will be adapted to meet the unique needs that districts are 

facing due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Links to applications and more 

information about the Multi-Tiered Systems of Support Academies are available 

online.  

NOTE: Additional DESE training/PD opportunities that can help 

strengthen comprehensive and tiered systems; social emotional learning, 

health, safety; and holistic supports and enrichment will be announced later this 

summer/fall.  
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GUIDANCE/RESOURCE –Acceleration 

Roadmap   
 

 

This roadmap for teachers and leaders in Massachusetts is designed to support 

acceleration of student learning in the 2021–22 school year. While all students 

were impacted during the 2020-21 school year, the pandemic exacerbated 

many existing inequities and opportunity gaps. This roadmap is designed to 

provide a focused and phased approach to supporting students as they return 

to school in the new academic year. Two versions are available, one for 

classroom educators and one for building administrators. The roadmap is 

organized around three overarching priorities, grounded in research and 

developed through extensive stakeholder feedback. These priorities are to:   

1. Foster a sense of belonging and partnership among students and 

families,   

2. Continuously monitor students’ understanding, and   

3. Ensure strong grade-appropriate instruction with just-in-time scaffolds 

when they are needed.   

Within each priority, the approaches are designed to create equitable 

experiences and outcomes for all students in a manner that is affirming of race, 

identity, home language, and unique abilities.  

 

 

 

GUIDANCE/RESOURCE –Promoting Student 

Engagement, Learning, Wellbeing and Safety — 

School Year 2021-2022 (Released Summer 2021)    
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This updated guidance is designed to support districts’ efforts to promote 

students’ wellbeing, particularly in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 

guidance replaces the January 2021 Promoting Student Engagement, 

Learning, Wellbeing and Safety document and includes information previously 

released, as well as new and up-to-date resources to help districts:  

• develop, strengthen, and implement comprehensive systems for 

engaging with students and families,  

• connect students and families with additional supports they may need, 

and  

• promote student safety.  

The updated guidance also includes racial equity and cultural responsiveness 

considerations. The Department will continue to provide information and 

resources to promote student learning, engagement, wellbeing, and safety, 

many of which will be posted to DESE’s COVID-19 Mental and Behavioral 

Health Resources and Safe & Supportive Schools pages.   

 

 

 

GUIDIANCE/RESOURCE - Early Learning 

Briefs   
 

The following early childhood briefs were created as companion documents for 

the Elements of High Quality Kindergarten, Elements of High Quality 

Elementary Classrooms and the joint position statement on play as an 

instructional strategy which can be found on the Early Learning 

Recourses website. While the topics of these briefs are relevant to all grades, 

Preschool to 12th Grade, they are written with a particular focus on our 

youngest students, Preschool to 3rd grade. The briefs are 1–2 pages and 

contain a summary of the topic along with strategies and approaches that 
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reflect high quality early childhood practices. Each brief is followed by a list of 

related resources and references that were used to develop the brief.  

• Brief 1: Collaboration with Community-Based Partners  

• Brief 2: Culturally Responsive Family Engagement  

• Brief 3: Supporting Social-Emotional Learning and Well-Being in 

Culturally Responsive Ways  

• Brief 4: Creating Antiracist Environments for Young Children  

• Brief 5: Planning for Developmentally Appropriate Practices  

 

 

 

GRANT - Competitive FY2022 Safe and 

Supportive Schools Grant   
 

The fiscal year 2021-2022 (FY2022) Safe and Supportive Schools Competitive 

Grant Program (Fund Code 335), funded through state line item 7061-9612, is 

now accepting proposals. The grant’s primary goals are to support districts’ 

efforts to create safe and supportive school environments and to coordinate 

student support initiatives informed by districts’ use of the Safe and Supportive 

Schools (SaSS) Framework and Self-Reflection Tool.  

    

There are two grant options this year: Option 1 - action planning (for schools to 

self-reflect and create action plans), and Option 2 – school based 

implementation and mentorship/support (for schools implementing action plans 

and mentoring others to do so, too).  

    

Applications are due Tuesday, August 24. The Department has scheduled 

office hours to share information and address questions about this grant and its 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=13f455472f&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuJXSC4I3Q$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=5ec056b314&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuKvwUvqXg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=dbf24fed8b&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuJu7Oy-YQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=dbf24fed8b&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuJu7Oy-YQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=5463a4df45&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuK-dzakEQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=3c7cda9329&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuIcULM5Rw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=ae5b3bdcaa&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuI4VOy7ew$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=ae5b3bdcaa&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuI4VOy7ew$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=de848c03d0&e=eb35918667__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!06QCHgDFMDm4rMxqSojMMyQuUS4mxRXFQ09BjHTcMNtHSN229n7IiTmG629VaL7AFuKvSyngRQ$


 

application process. More information and registration for the webinars 

is available online.  

NOTE: Additional grant opportunities related to supporting student health, 

wellness, and social emotional competencies for use in-school and during out-

of-school-time will be announced later this summer/fall and posted to DESE 

grants pages (you can sort by date posted).  

 

 

 

 For Your Information  

 

Affiliated Comprehensive School Health Services RFR  

The Department of Public Health (DPH) is reopening the Comprehensive 

School Health Services (CSHS) RFR for Affiliated Programs (#193029) to fund 

additional programs. The procurement, BD-22-1031-BCHAP-BCH01-64986, is 

live on Commbuys, the Commonwealth’s procurement portal. The Affiliated 

CSHS program offers schools and districts the opportunity to receive DPH 

funding to support the delivery of school health services. All Affiliated programs 

will be contracted through Fiscal Year 2029; annual funding amounts may vary 

based on legislative appropriation. In addition, all CSHS-funded programs 

(including successful applicants to this RFR) will have an opportunity in the 

early fall to apply for two years of additional CDC public health workforce 

funding to enhance the school health workforce. If a school or district is not 

currently funded by DPH and intends to apply for public health workforce 

funding, it must apply to this procurement to be considered.  

Please submit any questions to juliet.berk2@mass.gov by 4:00 p.m. on 

Monday, August 16. Applications must be submitted through Commbuys and 

are due by, 4:00 p.m. on Monday August 30.  

DPH Launches Youth Vaping Campaign  
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The Massachusetts Department of Public Health, in collaboration with the 

Office of Consumer Affairs and Business Regulation, is launching Facts. No 

Filters. a vaping education campaign for youth across the Commonwealth. The 

campaign gives young people facts about the dangers of vaping, tips to help 

them talk to friends, and resources to quit. Learn more 

at mass.gov/vaping and @GetTheVapeFacts on Instagram.  

Using a series of digital ads on Instagram, Snapchat, Connected TV, Google, 

and other websites, the videos appeal to young people with direct, fact-based 

messages. They’ll hear how vapes have nicotine in them and are highly 

addictive, leading to negative impacts on the brain, as well as youth’s physical 

and mental health. Teens will be encouraged to support their friends who may 

be struggling with vaping and to connect peers who use vapes (or other 

tobacco products) to free quit services. A corresponding parent education 

campaign will soon be found at GetOutraged.org.  

Facts. No Filters. launched June 27 and will run through early Fall. Learn more 

about the dangers of vaping and watch the videos 

at mass.gov/vaping and @GetTheVapeFacts on Instagram.  

Handouts about vaping and quit resource cards for youth are available free of 

charge at the Massachusetts Health Promotion Clearinghouse.  

If you have questions or comments about the campaign and related materials, 

please let me know.  We would appreciate you sharing this information with 

your organizations and networks and re-posting relevant posts from DPH or 

MTCP social media accounts.  
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Learn more about Deeper Learning.  
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