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Childhood Trauma Task Force Learns about 

Trauma Screening in Pediatrics & Child Welfare 

Settings 
In recent months, the Childhood Trauma Task Force (CTTF) continued 

its study on trauma screening across child-serving sectors. 

 

In July, the group focused on trauma screening in pediatric settings. The 

CTTF heard presentations from: 

• Dr. Heather Forkey, who is the Chief of the Division of Child 

Protection ad the UMass Memorial Medical Center,. Dr. Forkey 

spoke about what identifying children who have experienced 

trauma looks like in pediatric practices as well as the 

current recommendations of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics as it relates to child trauma screening.  

• Representatives from the Utah Pediatric Integrated Post-Trauma 

Services (PIPS), who spoke to the group about the model they 

have developed for integrating trauma screening and services into 

pediatric practices.  

In September, the group focused on trauma screening in the child 

welfare system, with a focused presentation from Dr. Jason Lang 

on Connecticut's efforts.  

https://mailchi.mp/4818caa989a1/jjpad-update-4-25-13444175?e=64623f9845
https://www.mass.gov/doc/cttf-july-19-2021-meeting-presentation/download
https://physicians.umassmemorial.org/details/2409/heather-forkey-pediatrics_-_general_pediatrics-worcester
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/148/2/e2021052579?ijkey=18b2cd897ec6b758905f75ef363da9767c9b8a3e&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/148/2/e2021052579?ijkey=18b2cd897ec6b758905f75ef363da9767c9b8a3e&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://utahpips.org/
https://utahpips.org/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/dr-jason-lang-ct-presentation-trauma-screening-child-welfare/download


 

• Dr. Jason Lang, is the Vice President for Mental Health 

Initiatives at the Connecticut Child Health and Development 

Institute (CHDI). Dr. Lang has led a number of trauma-focused 

initiatives at CHDI over the years, and presented to the group how 

Connecticut/CHDI developed the Child Trauma Screen (CTS). The 

CTS is used by behavioral health providers, pediatricians, school 

staff, child welfare workers, and juvenile justice staff to identify 

children who may be suffering from trauma exposure and need 

more comprehensive assessment or treatment. Dr. Lang's 

presentation focused on the process of developing the tool and 

implementation in the child welfare system. Currently, Connecticut 

uses the CTS to screen youth removed from their homes within 30 

days of removal. Dr. Lang emphasized the importance of 

implementing any trauma screening tool in the way it was 

intended to get the best outcomes.  

At its October 4th meeting, the CTTF will focus on trauma screening by 

first responders and in juvenile justice settings. In particular, the CTTF 

will hear a presentation from leaders of the Child Development-

Community Policing program in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 

about the ways they provide immediate connections to trauma 

screening and mental health support to children victims or witnesses to 

violence or other trauma who are identified as a result of a police call.  

 

For more information or to view other CTTF meeting presentations on 

trauma screening, visit the CTTF website.  

 Community Based Interventions 

Subcommittee Continues Work on Child 

Requiring Assistance (CRA) System 
At its September meeting, the JJPAD Community Based Interventions 

(CBI) subcommittee spent time discussing the group's work over the 

past year, the focus of which has been on Massachusetts' Child 

https://www.chdi.org/about/our-team/staff/jason-lang-phd/
https://www.chdi.org/about/our-team/staff/jason-lang-phd/
https://www.chdi.org/our-work/mental-health/trauma-informed-initiatives/ct-trauma-screen-cts/
https://www.mecknc.gov/HealthDepartment/CommunityHealthServices/TJP/Pages/CD-CP.aspx
https://www.mecknc.gov/HealthDepartment/CommunityHealthServices/TJP/Pages/CD-CP.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/lists/childhood-trauma-task-force-cttf-2021-meetings
https://www.mass.gov/lists/jjpad-community-based-interventions-cbi-subcommittee#september-16,-2021-meeting-materials:-virtual-meeting-


 

Requiring Assistance (CRA) system. This stems from the larger JJPAD 

2021 work to study and make recommendations for improvements 

regarding crossover youth (youth who experience both child welfare and 

juvenile justice system involvement). The CRA is one of the earliest 

points of potential "crossover." 

 

Over the past 6 months, the group has heard presentations on: 

• The CRA process and fundamentals, including a data overview 

• Alternatives to the CRA process and the needs of youth and 

families filing CRAs 

• Probation case management and supervision for youth with a CRA 

• CRA truancy filings, research on truancy best practice, and 

examples on how schools, Family Resource Centers (FRCs) and 

the courts handle truancy across Massachusetts 

At the same time, the OCA has conducted over 80 interviews with well 

over 100 individuals across 15 different stakeholder groups to learn 

about the CRA process in practice, the strengths/weakness of the 

process, and  ideas for improvement. This fall, the OCA is hosting four 

focus groups to hear from youth and families who have gone through 

the CRA process. (Stay tuned for more information)  

 

During this meeting, the group took a step back from this work to 

discuss big picture themes, strengths and weaknesses of the system, 

and emerging findings from presentations and interviews. The group 

began discussions on what an "ideal" CRA process would look like based 

on these findings. The group will continue this work for the remainder of 

the year. 

 

In addition, the group heard a presentation on how other jurisdictions 

across the country use CRAs and meet child and family needs. For more 

information, visit the CBI website.  

https://www.mass.gov/doc/jjpad-cbi-subcommittee-april-15-2021-meeting-presentation/download
https://www.mass.gov/lists/jjpad-community-based-interventions-cbi-subcommittee#may-20,-2021-meeting-materials:-virtual-meeting-
https://www.mass.gov/lists/jjpad-community-based-interventions-cbi-subcommittee#may-20,-2021-meeting-materials:-virtual-meeting-
https://www.mass.gov/doc/jjpad-cbi-subcommittee-july-15-2021-meeting-presentation/download
https://www.mass.gov/lists/jjpad-community-based-interventions-cbi-subcommittee


 

 MassHealth Now Covers Short-Term 

Preventative Behavioral Health Services for 

Youth 
 

As of September 1, MassHealth will cover short-term preventive 

behavioral health services for children and youth who have 

behavioral health symptoms, as evidenced by a positive 

behavioral health screening. This coverage will allow providers in 

community-based settings, primary care, and schools to provide 

preventive services as an opportunity to address and mitigate negative 

impacts of the pandemic, and to further healthy developmental 

outcomes for MassHealth-enrolled youth.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic is significantly and uniquely impacting the 

emotional well-being of children and adolescents. Earlier identification 

and intervention are key to providing children, adolescents, and their 

caregivers with needed behavioral health supports to preserve and 

promote their well-being. Please read more about the coverage 

here and spread the word to individuals working with youth who may 

benefit from this expansion in coverage!  

 

  

JJPAD in the News 
Last month, an article in the Worcester Telegram highlighted diversion 

efforts across Worcester county using data from the interactive Juvenile 

Justice System Data Website, an OCA website created in partnership 

with the JJPAD Board's Data Subcommittee and the Executive Office of 

Technology Services and Security (EOTSS). 

 

The article provides detention admissions data from the website 

highlighting that Worcester County has seen a 64% decline in detention 

admissions since 2015. The piece goes on: 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/managed-care-entity-bulletin-65-preventive-behavioral-health-services-for-members-younger-than-21-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/managed-care-entity-bulletin-65-preventive-behavioral-health-services-for-members-younger-than-21-0/download
https://www.telegram.com/story/news/2021/08/20/worcester-da-drop-delinquency-rates-behavior-can-modified-between-ages-12-25/5565862001/
https://www.mass.gov/resource/massachusetts-juvenile-justice-system-data-and-outcomes-for-youth
https://www.mass.gov/resource/massachusetts-juvenile-justice-system-data-and-outcomes-for-youth
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/data-about-juvenile-court-arraignments-and-detentions#youth-detention-data-trends-


 

• detailing other juvenile justice process points that have seen an 

overall decline in numbers, 

• providing readers with an overview of the diversion efforts across 

the county, 

• explaining recidivism rates and post-DYS commitment services, 

• and highlighting persisting racial and ethnic disparities in 

Worcester- and the state's- juvenile justice system 

Check out the full article here. 

 

 Job Opportunities: NEW State Center on Child 

Wellness and Trauma 
In its 2020 report, the CTTF recommended that the state support child-

serving organizations in becoming trauma-informed and responsive by 

establishing a State Center on Child Wellness & Trauma (CCWT). The 

CCWT will provide child-serving systems and organizations with training, 

technical assistance, coordination and practice advancement support. 

The Legislature included funding to launch this Center in the OCA's FY22 

budget, and creation of the Center is now well under way.  

 

With that, the soon-to-be-formally-launched Center on Child Wellness 

and Trauma is hiring! Please help spread the word to qualified 

candidates for the following positions: 

• Project Coordinator  

• Assessment Coach 

• Professional Learning Communities Manager  

Stay tuned for news of the formal launch of the Center on Child 

Wellness and Trauma this fall.  
 

Mark Your Calendar: 

https://www.telegram.com/story/news/2021/08/20/worcester-da-drop-delinquency-rates-behavior-can-modified-between-ages-12-25/5565862001/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/cttf-2020-report-from-aspiration-to-implementation-a-framework-for-becoming-a-trauma-informed/download
https://www.ummsjobs.com/job/6829/
https://www.ummsjobs.com/job/6828/
https://www.ummsjobs.com/job/6827/


All JJPAD and subcommittee meetings are open to the public. Please 

note that meetings are virtual until further notice.  

 

JJPAD Board 

September 28, 2021 

2:00-4:00pm 

This will be a virtual meeting.  

Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to 

join. 

Data Subcommittee 

October 14, 2021 

10:30am-12:00pm 

This will be a virtual meeting.  

Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to 

join. 

 

November 4, 2021 

10:30am-12:00pm 

This will be a virtual meeting.  

Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to 

join. 

 

Community Based Interventions Subcommittee 

October 21, 2021 

1:00pm-2:30pm 

This will be a virtual meeting.  

Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to 

join. 

 

November 18, 2021 

1:00pm-2:30pm 

This will be a virtual meeting.  

Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to 

join. 



 

 

Childhood Trauma Taskforce  

October 4, 2021 

1:00pm-3:00pm 

This will be a virtual meeting.  

Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to 

join. 

 

November 1, 2021 

1:00pm-3:00pm 

This will be a virtual meeting.  

Please e-mail kristine.polizzano@mass.gov for information on how to 

join. 

We'd Like to Hear From You! 

If you have questions or thoughts about the work of the JJPAD Board or 

the Childhood Trauma Task Force, please contact Melissa Threadgill, 

Director of Juvenile Justice Initiatives at the Office of the Child 

Advocate, at Melissa.Threadgill@mass.gov 

What is the Juvenile Justice Policy and Data Board? 

  

The Massachusetts JJPAD Board was created by "An Act Relative to Criminal 

Justice Reform." It is charged with evaluating juvenile justice system policies 

and procedures and making recommendations to improve outcomes. 

 

The JJPAD Board has three sub-committees (Data, Community-Based 

Interventions, and the Childhood Trauma Task Force). 

 

The JJPAD Board is chaired and staffed by the Office of the Child Advocate 

and comprised of members representing a broad spectrum of organizations 

involved in the juvenile justice system.  

 

mailto:Melissa.Threadgill@mass.gov


 

Visit our website, where you can read past JJPAD Board Updates.   

  

 

 

Why am I receiving this email?  

You have been identified as a stakeholder who may be interested in the 

ongoing work of the JJPAD Board and the Childhood Trauma Task Force. 

 

Did we get it wrong? Click the button below to unsubscribe. 

Think others should be on this list? Forward this email on and encourage 

them to sign up here to join our mailing list. 
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