
1890.— Chapters 392, 393. 353

the word "destroys", in the first line, the word: — mu-
tilates, — so that the section as amended shall read as

follows: — Sech'on 21. Whoever steals, or for any
fraudulent })urpose destroys, mutilates or conceals a will,

codicil, or other testamentary instrument, shall be pun-
ished by imprisonment in the state prison not exceeding

five years, or in the house of correction not exceeding two
years. Approved June 5, 1890.

Chap.m'lAn Act concerning the removal and mutilation of the
records of the commonwealth.

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows:

Section sixteen of chapter thirty-seven of the Public Amendraent to

Statutes is hereby amended by adding after the words " ' '

"files of", in the sixth line, the words:— the Common-
wealth or, — so that as amended the section shall read as

follows:— Section 16. Every county, city, and town. Penalty for

for each month it neglects or refuses to perform any duty [he'records of^'

required by this chapter, iihall forfeit twenty dollars ; '^^''^fi^^™^,"-

every register or clerk who neglects or refuses to perform
any such duty shall forfeit for each offence ten dollars

;

every person who takes and carries away any book of

record, paper, or written document belonging to the

records or files of the Commonwealth, or any county,

city, or town, except as is provided in section twelve, or

who defaces, alters, or nuitilates, by mark, erasure, cut-

ting, or otherwise, any such record, paper, or written

document, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars ;

and every person who, after demand made by the clerk

entitled by law to have possession of books of record and
other documents mentioned in the two preceding sections,

wrongtully detains the same, shall forfeit fifty dollars.

Approved June 5, 1890.

An Act relating to evidence in prosecutions for offences rci.f^rf^ 'XOft

AGAINST THE ELECTION LAWS.
"'

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section I. In all criminal prosecutions for the viola- Caucus, etc., to

,. ,.
, 1 ,• 1 ,• •/. ii be deemed

tu)n of any law relatmg to caucuses or elections, it the regular, in

defendant relies upon the invalidity, irregularity or infor- cudons^.'

''^°*^"

mality of any caucus or election, or upon the failure or

neglect of any officer or person to do or perform any act

or thing whatsoever in relation to any caucus or election,

or matters or things pertaining thereto, he shall prove


