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JJPAD Board Releases Report on the Impact of
the Pandemic on Massachusetts' Juvenile

Justice System

Today, the Juvenile Justice Policy and Data (JJPAD)
Board released recommendations for supporting youth and preventing
further delinquency, following an exploration into how the COVID-19
pandemic has affected youth’s current—as well as possible future—
involvement with the Massachusetts juvenile justice system. The report’s
analysis draws from research on risk factors of juvenile justice
involvement, delinquency prevention, and positive youth development.
The report seeks to answer the following questions: 

How has the pandemic impacted juvenile justice system utilization
thus far?
What pandemic-related conditions have put youth at increased risk of
juvenile justice system involvement?
How have child-serving state entities responded to support youth
involved in the juvenile justice system?
Which pandemic-inspired changes in policies, practices, and services
should be kept moving forward?
What additional actions should the Commonwealth take to mitigate
the impact of the pandemic on youth and prevent future
delinquency?

Download the Report
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Part 1: "How has the pandemic impacted
juvenile justice system utilization thus far?"

The report highlights data indicating there was an immediate drop in
juvenile justice system utilization at the start of the pandemic (March
2020), and utilization has generally remained lower up to today. The
decrease in system utilization is likely due to:

Shifts in “circumstantial” factors (e.g. being around peers) that
are tied to increased likelihood of delinquent behavior; and
A concerted effort by juvenile justice system stakeholders to
divert youth and/or keep them in the community during the
pandemic.

Key data highlights include: 

A 40% decrease in average monthly overnight arrest admissions
A 48% decrease in average monthly detention admissions
A 62% decrease in average monthly new DYS commitments

Despite this overall drop in utilization, there was also a small but
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significant cohort of youth who remained “stuck” in the system
due to delays in court processing (including a lengthy delay in jury
trials). These youth were held – and in some cases are still held – in
detention for significantly longer periods of time than they otherwise
would have been. These youth experienced specific hardships from the
pandemic and their court involvement. Data on the demographics of
the detention population show these youth were
disproportionately Black and Hispanic/Latino.  

Part 2: "What pandemic-related conditions have
put youth at increased risk of juvenile justice

system involvement?"
The pandemic and the restrictions put in place to keep people safe
from COVID-19 have also put some youth at increased risk of
future delinquency and juvenile justice system involvement.

Research shows that certain factors can increase youth’s risk of
delinquency and/or involvement with the juvenile justice system. To
address how the pandemic has impacted youth’s risk of future
delinquency, the Board's report combines research on the risk factors for
delinquency with information on how these factors were impacted or
exacerbated by the pandemic. Risk factors include:

Lack of prosocial connections and activities 
Mental health issues or trauma
Strained family circumstances
Disengagement from school
Substance use 
Previous or current justice system involvement

Part 3: "How have child-serving entities
responded to support youth involved in the

juvenile justice system?" 

The report details how Massachusetts’ juvenile justice entities and other
public agencies adapted their operations and services throughout the
pandemic to mitigate risks for youth in the Commonwealth. Despite the



many negative consequences of the pandemic, there were also lessons
learned and “silver linings” in policy and practice innovations undertaken
by juvenile justice and other child-serving state entities.

The Board's report details two overarching factors that
contributed to policy and practice silver linings:

1. Remote Technology
2. Reducing Instances of Youth in Custody

Part 4: "Which pandemic-inspired changes in
policies, practices, and services should be kept
moving forward?" & "What additional actions

should the Commonwealth take to mitigate the
impact of the pandemic on youth and prevent

future delinquency?"

Understanding both the elevated risk of delinquency posed by the
pandemic and the systemic response thus far, the JJPAD Board
makes the following recommendations in the final section of their
report, with details on what steps the state can take to achieve each
recommendation:

1. Continue to Limit Youth Contact with the Juvenile Justice System.
2. Continue to Support Youth Directly Involved in the Juvenile Justice

System.
3. Keep and Expand Remote Technology Innovations for System

Stakeholders to Supplement In-Person Activities/Operations.
4. Support Community-Based Programs Aimed at Reducing System

Involvement and Promoting Prosocial Activities.
5. Support Families Across the Commonwealth.
6. Expand Availability and Access to Services that Promote Youth Mental

Health.
7. Support Delinquency Prevention Efforts in Schools. 
8. Expand Substance Use Services for Youth Involved in the Juvenile

Justice System and Those at Risk of Involvement.

For more information, download the JJPAD



Board's report here, or visit the JJPAD Board
website.

What is the Juvenile Justice Policy and Data Board?
 

The Massachusetts JJPAD Board was created by "An Act Relative to Criminal
Justice Reform." It is charged with evaluating juvenile justice system policies
and procedures and making recommendations to improve outcomes.

The JJPAD Board has three sub-committees (Data, Community-Based
Interventions, and the Childhood Trauma Task Force).

The JJPAD Board is chaired and staffed by the Office of the Child Advocate and
comprised of members representing a broad spectrum of organizations involved
in the juvenile justice system. 

Visit our website, where you can read past JJPAD Board Updates.  
 

Why am I receiving this email? 
You have been identified as a juvenile justice system stakeholder who may be

interested in the ongoing work of the JJPAD Board.

Did we get it wrong? Click the button below to unsubscribe.
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