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Greetings!

 This issue includes information about OTA
services, important regulatory updates, and
more.

View this newsletter as a webpage.

For more updates, follow us on
Twitter @Mass_OTA and on LinkedIn.

     

Public Comment Period Closes Friday, October 15
for Proposed TURA Regulation Amendments

A public comment period is currently open for proposed amendments to the TURA Toxic
or Hazardous Substance List. These proposed amendments, if adopted, will add Per- and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Not Otherwise Listed (PFAS NOL) to the Toxic or Hazardous
Substance List, and will add a definition of the term “substance” to the regulation as a
means of clarification. Comments will be accepted until 5pm on Friday, October 15 and
should be sent to Tiffany Skogstrom, Executive Director of the TURA Administrative
Council.

A public hearing will be held virtually on Zoom from 1pm to 3pm on October 15,
2021. Please note that this meeting is being conducted remotely, consistent with An
Act Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of Emergency.
This Act includes an extension, until April 1, 2022, of the remote meeting provisions
of Governor Baker's March 12, 2020, Executive Order resulting from the outbreak of
the 2019 novel coronavirus, known as “COVID-19."  Use this link to access the Zoom
public hearing between 1pm and 3pm on October 15, 2021 (Meeting ID: 885 2870
7255, Passcode: C5TCLa, Telephone Passcode: 562031) or find your local phone number.

More information is available in the Notice of Public Hearing, posted in the
Massachusetts Register on September 3, 2021.

October is Manufacturing Month
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October is Manufacturing Month! As we take note of and celebrate all those TURA-filing
manufacturers and others who are committed to reducing toxic chemicals in their
manufacturing process, OTA staff is getting out in the field and conducting in-person
technical assistance site visits for companies! We will still be offering the remote technical
assistance services we've developed over the past year to any companies that need or
prefer them, but we are very happy to be able to offer in-person services again. Our staff
continue to operate under careful COVID-19 safety protocols so that we can safely provide
in-person assistance.

Our technical assistance providers are eager to assist your facility with toxics use reduction,
resource conservation, regulatory compliance, and other environmental health and safety
concerns. Reach out to the OTA technical assistance provider who focuses on your industry
today.

Find an OTA Industry Specialist

Upcoming Events

Managing PFAS at the Source
October 20, 2021

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. ET

During this four-hour webinar sponsored by the American Groundwater Trust, presenters
will discuss reducing "downstream" PFAS treatment of drinking water by treatment and
management of PFAS at "upstream" sources. Tiffany Skogstrom will be presenting from
10:35am-11:10pm on what PFAS source reduction initiatives can learn from past
Massachusetts waste reduction, recycling and pollution prevention campaigns.

Register: Managing PFAS at the Source

P2 Roundtable 2021
P2 West: Inspiration, Innovation, and Implementation

October 20, 21, 27 & 28
1:00–5:30p.m. ET each day

This four-day pollution prevention event will include two sessions featuring OTA:
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On October 21 at 1:00pm ET, Caredwen Foley will present on OTA's outreach to companies
upstream from drinking water protection areas to help identify sources of PFAS in their
operations, and will share resources and lessons learned for addressing PFAS at the source.

On October 28 at 4:30 pm ET, Tiffany Skogstrom will participate in a panel discussion of
experts working with businesses, on achieving climate change resiliency using pollution
prevention (P2) techniques. Learn the possible disruptions of interest to businesses and
how P2 techniques can help them achieve their mitigation goals.

Register: P2 Roundtable

Pacific Northwest Pretreatment Workshop
November 2, 3, 9, 10, and 16
12:00–4:00p.m. ET each day

This virtual conference, hosted by the Pacific Northwest Pollution Prevention Resource
Center, brings pretreatment professionals together to receive technical training on a
variety of topics. On November 16 at 2:00 p.m., Tiffany Skogstrom will be presenting on
Reducing PFAS Upstream Through Partnership and Policy.

Register: Pacific Northwest Pretreatment Conference

TURA Fall Continuing Education Conference
November 4, 2021: 9:00 - 10:30am and 3:00 - 4:30pm
November 8, 2021: 2:30 - 4:00PM (one session only)
November 9, 2021: 9:00 - 10:30am and 3:00 - 4:30pm

The biannual Toxics Use Reduction Act Continuing Education Conference will be held
on Thursday, November 4; Monday, November 8; and Tuesday, November 9. Registration
and session information will be available soon on the TURI website. If you have any
questions, contact Pam Eliason at the Toxics Use Reduction Institute.

OTA Evaluation Project:
Thank You to Our Interns and to Participants

OTA recently engaged four students
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute
(WPI) to evaluate and provide
recommendations to improve OTA's
services. This work served as the
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students' Interactive Qualifying
Project, an interdisciplinary project
that is part of the WPI undergraduate
degree program, where students work
on teams to address problems
typically related to societal or
environmental issues.

Pictured from left: OTA interns Jacob Talbot, Yifei Zhao, Livia
Thomollari, and Aaron Wheeler, students at WPI.

Jacob Talbot, Livia Thomollari, Aaron Wheeler, and Yifei Zhao conducted confidential
interviews and surveys with over two dozen OTA clients and a variety of additional
stakeholders, including industry representatives and counterparts at other state agencies
and organizations. On October 5, they presented findings to OTA and TURA Program staff,
and on October 8 they delivered final presentations to their OTA sponsors, their IQP
cohort, and the sponsors of other active IQP projects. These findings will be used to
improve OTA's services and assist our outreach efforts.

We wish to extend our warmest thanks to Jacob, Livia, Aaron, and Yifei for their hard work
over the last several weeks, and to the companies and stakeholders who generously
offered their time to provide OTA with feedback in these interviews and surveys.

Mapping Environmental Hazards
 to Protect Vulnerable Communities

Severe weather events, like the recent Hurricane Ida, bring home the importance of
building communities that are resilient to extreme weather—particularly in light of climate
change. OTA's recently-updated mapping tool for toxics use and climate vulnerability
can provide valuable information to help facilities, communities, and individuals learn
more about toxics use in their area, the risks presented by weather events, and vulnerable
communities that may be affected.

This interactive tool includes information
about:

Facilities and other sites with
chemicals
Infrastructure
Flooding threats
Land and the environment
Public safety
Administrative boundaries
Environmental justice populations A screenshot of OTA's recently-updated interactive Toxics

Users and Climate Vulnerability Factors map
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OTA is collaborating with the Department of Public Health (which has created an
Environmental Justice map and screening tool), the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency, and other state agencies that map potential environmental
hazards to keep these tools updated with the latest information and to make them as
useful as possible for anyone seeking to better understand potential hazards in their
communities, or how these hazards may affect environmental justice populations.

Toxics Use Reduction Institute Grants Awarded

The Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI) at UMass Lowell awarded $177,500 in grants to
reduce the use of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), solvent cleaning agents,
carcinogens and other harmful chemicals.

The nine funded project teams include Massachusetts industries, small businesses,
community groups and UMass Lowell researchers in partnership with industry. The
projects aim to reduce the use of PFAS in manufacturing, firefighting gear and consumer
products, solvents in manufacturing, auto shops and dry cleaning, and toxics in personal
care products.

For more information on the grantees and projects, visit TURI's website.

Replacing Halogenated Solvents for Surface Cleaning

Staff at the Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI) have recently developed a Guide to
Finding Safer Alternatives to Halogenated Solvents Used in Surface Cleaning
Applications.

Halogenated solvents have historically been used for a wide variety of industrial surface
cleaning needs in numerous industry sectors. These solvents are easy to use, relatively
inexpensive, and very effective in removing a wide range of contaminants from various
surface materials and configurations. As a category, however, these solvents present
concerns for the environment as well as human health and safety.

Due to these concerns, stricter regulations have been enforced, leading many halogenated
solvent users to investigate possible alternatives. Without sufficient information, replacing
halogenated solvents can lead to regrettable substitution for cleaning applications. This
guide provides information about a suite of safer alternative chemistries and equipment
that can be used to replace halogenated solvents in surface cleaning applications.

State Bids Requiring Safer Alternatives
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Certain Massachusetts Statewide Contracts are implementing requirements for bidders to
offer safer alternatives, including for applications where PFAS are likely to be used. The
recently-closed PSE01 bid for Public Safety, Equipment and Two Way Radio Equipment
includes a requirement that any bidder offering non-GreenScreen Certified™ firefighting
foam must also offer GreenScreen Certified™ (fluorine-free) firefighting foam as an
alternative in order to sell firefighting foam as a part of the PSE01 contract. The Toxics
Reduction Task Force, led by staff from the Operational Services Division and OTA,
provides guidance and assists Massachusetts state agencies in identifying and reducing
purchases of products containing toxic chemicals.

If you would like more information about environmentally-preferable products for
statewide contracts, visit mass.gov/epp or contact Julia Wolfe at the Operational Services
Division.

Update on TURA Invoices

OTA has received questions from TURA filers about when fee invoices for the 2020
reporting year will be delivered. If you have not yet received a fee invoice from MassDEP,
do not be concerned. Invoice delivery has been delayed, but should take place within the
next few weeks. If you have any further questions, you can contact Walter Hope at
MassDEP.

TURA Compliance Tip

2022 is a TURA planning year, which means that employee notifications are due by
January 1, 2022. Employee notifications must:

1. Include the identity of the toxics and production units or the natural asset for which
a plan will be submitted

2. Include the requirements and criteria for the plan
3. Solicit comments or suggestions from all employees on toxics use reduction options

(or resource conservation options, if applicable).  
 
Keep in mind that if your facility has never submitted any Toxics Use Reduction Report
prior to 2022, then you will not need to develop a Toxics Use Reduction Plan in 2022. 

Reach out to an OTA staff member if you have questions!
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regulatory agency within the Executive
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs.

OTA is driven by the premise that
preventing pollution makes good business
sense. We provide free, confidential onsite
technical assistance to Massachusetts
manufacturers, businesses, and institutions.

Email: maota@mass.gov
Phone: (617) 626-1060
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