
462 1890. — Chapter 427.

and measures, by the cities and towns, he shall receive

from the treasury of the Commonwealth an annual salary

of twelve hundred dollars and the necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of his official duty. The
bills for such expenses shall be rendered to the auditor

and shall be paid from the treasury of the Commonwealth.

^ffice^nr'^'' Section 10. The office of the deputy sealer shall be
duties. in the treasury of the Commonwealth, and his duties

shall be performed under the direction and supervision of

the treasurer and receiver-general.
Standards to be SECTION 11. The treasurer and receiver-o-eneral is
put in orderby,. . iitt
the treasurer, authorized to Complete and put in order the standards

now in his custody, and to provide whatever may be
necessary for the proper performance of his duties by the

deputy sealer.

Section 12. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 21, 1890.

Chcip.42i7 -^N ^^"^ RELATING TO THE SETTLEMENT OF TITLES TO REAL ESTATE.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:

Petition to s. J. Section 1. A petition under chapter two hundred and
m'ent of title to thirty-sevcn of the acts of the year one thousand eight

i882f237'^'885r huudrcd and eighty-two, or chapter two hundred and
^^^" eighty-three of the acts of the year one thousand eight

hundred and eighty-five, may be filed by any person
having a freehold estate, vested or contingent, in posses-

sion, reversion or remainder, in the land originally subject

to the mortgage, or in any undivided or any aliquot part

thereof, or any interest therein which may eventually

become a freehold estate, and by any person who has
conveyed such land or any such interest therein with
covenants of title or warranty. Any two or more persons
owning in severalty different portions or different interests

of the character above described, in the whole or in differ-

ent portions thereof, may join in one petition. Two or
more defects arising under different morto-ao;es affecting;c COD
one parcel of land may be set forth in the same petition

;

and in case of a contest the court shall make such order
for separate issues as may be proper.

Petition under SECTION 2. In a petition Under chapter four hundred
' and forty-two of the acts of the year one thousand eight

hundred and eighty-nine, any two or more persons owing
in severalty different portions or different interests of the
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character described in said act, in the whole or in different

portions of such estate as is in said act referred to, may join.

Approved June 21, 1890.

An Act to promote the abolition ok grade crossings. ChapA^S
Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs

:

Section 1. Upon petition of the mayor and aldermen of
^^^Pi^hi'adnL?

a city or of the selectmen of a town, in which a public way superior couVt

and a railroad cross each other at grade, or of the directors commission.

of the railroad company, setting forth that the petitioners

are of the opinion that it is necessary for the security and

convenience of the pul)lic that an alteration should be

made in such crossing, in the approaches thereto, in the

location of the railroad or public way, or in the grades

thereof, so as to avoid a crossing at grade, or that such

crossing should be discontinued with or without building

a new way in substitution therefor, — the superior court,

or an}" justice thereof sitting in equity for the county in

which such crossing or a portion thereof is situated, after

such notice by public advertisement or otherwise as the

court shall deem desirable and a hearing, may in its dis-

cretion appoint a commission of three disinterested

persons.

Section 2. A petition under the preceding section petition for

may embrace several crossings, or by order of the court ,^ng"etc"°*^"

several separate petitions may be consolidated and heard

as one.

Section 3. The members of the said commission shall commission to

, ^j . . ,. 1} J^ • prescribe the
meet as soon as may be alter receiving notice ot tneir alterations and

appointment ; and if, after due notice and hearing, the iL^wmk!""

commission decide that the alterations are necessary for

the security and convenience of the public, it shall pre-

scribe the manner and limits within which such alterations

shall be made and .shall determine which party shall do

the work, or shall apportion the work to be done between

the railroad companies and the city or town. The railroad Apportionment

companies shall pay sixty-five per centum of the total tions.

actual cost of the alterations, including in such cost the

cost of the hearing and the compensation of the commis-
sioners and auditors for their services, and all damages
including those mentioned in section five of this act ; and
the .said commission shall apportion the remaining thirty-

five per centum of said cost between the Commonwealth


