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year from such taking, file in the otfice of the clerk of the

superior court for the county of Sutlblk a petition for a

jury to determine such damages, and thereupon, after

such notice as said court shall order, the damages shall be

determined by a jury in said court in the same manner as

damages for hinds taken for highways in said city are

determined, and costs shall be taxed as in civil cases.

Said damages and the amounts agreed to, where the terms

of purchase are established by agreement, shall be paid

from the treasur}^ of the Commonwealth in the same man-

ner as other lawful claims, upon the execution of such

release or conveyance by the party in interest as shall be

prescribed by the attorney-general.

Section 4. This act shall take eflect upon its passage.

Apj:)roved June 16, 1892.

Ax Act relative to counting ballots when voting is in (77;^r).405
PROGKE8S.

Be it enacted, etc. , as follows :

Section eighty-nine of chapter four hundred and twenty- isso, 423, §89,

three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety
""*°

is hereby amended by striking out the words " not divided

into voting precincts and ", in the twenty-sixth and twenty-

seventh lines of said section, and inserting in place there-

of the words : — and precincts of towns, — and by inserting

after the word "selectmen", in ihe thirtieth line, the

words:— or moderator, — also by inserting after the

word "clerk", in the same line, the words: — of said

towns or of the election otiicers of said precincts, — so as

to read as follows: — Seel ion 89 City and town clerks Baiiot boxes to

shall send to the election officers of each precinct or eU'ctionofflcers

town before the opening of the polls on the day of any ^f°'o^,°f'"^°^

state or city election, or meeting at which such ballot box

is required by law to be used, the ballot box furnished by

the secretary of the Commonwealth, with such ballot box

seals and other ballot boxes as may be approved by the

board of aldermen or selectmen, as the case may be. At Baiiotboxto
. . ,

.
"^

- be examined at

the opening of the polls m each precmct or town, and opening of

before any ballots are received, the ballot box shsjU be ^'^ *''^''^'

publicly opened and shown to be empty, and the election

officers shall, by personal examination, ascertain that the

same is empty, after which the box shall immediately be

locked or fastened, a record of the condition of the box
register made by the clerk, and the key taken, if one be
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used, and retained by the constable or police officer in

attendance at said precinct. The ballot box shall not be

removed from the public view, after it is so shown to be

empty, until all ballots have been removed therefrom and
the box has been relocked or sealed. No ballot shall be

removed from the ballot box in any precinct or town
while the polls are open, and the box shall not be opened
except that, in order to make room for the deposit of all

ballots, the warden may, in the presence of all the elec-

tion officers, open the box and pack and press down the bal-

lots therein. In towns and precincts of towns having

more than six hundred voters, the ballot box may be

oi)ened and ballots taken therefrom and counted whenever
in the unanimous judgment of the selectmen, or modera-
tor, and town clerk of said towns, or of the election

officers of said precincts, it is necessary or advisable so to

do. The wardens of each precinct shall have charge of

the ballot boxes and ballot box seals, and shall, at the

close of each election, return the same, either personally

or by the hand of the police officer or constable in

attendance at the precinct, to the city or town clerk.

The clerk of each city and of each town divided into vot-

ing precincts, respectively, shall furnish to the clerks

of the several precincts a seal of suitable device, the design

for which shall include the number or designation of the

precinct for which it is furnished ; and said seal shall be

used in sealing the envelopes as required by law at any
election. The precinct clerk shall retain the custody of

the precinct seal, and he shall, at the end of the term for

which he was appointed or whenever he ceases to iiold

said office, deliver the same, together with the records of

the precinct and other documents, to the city or town clerk.

Approved June 16, 1892.
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An Act relating to the ballot law commission.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Objections and other questions arising, in

accordance with the provisions of section seven of chapter

four hundred and thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-nine, in the case of nominations of state

officers, shall be considered by a board to be called the

ballot law commission, consisting of the secretary of the

Commonwealth, the attorney-general, and three other

persons who shall be appointed by the governor with the


