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Ch(lvA2S ^*^^ ^^'^ REQUIRING THE COMillSSIONEKS OF PRISONS TO MAKE
CERTAIN REPORTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloios:

Section 1. The commissioners of prisons are hereby
make reports to required to make formal written report to the governor,

CommissionerB
of prisons to

the governor.

of the administration, financial management and discipline

of the state prison, the Massachusetts reformatory and the

reformatory prison for women, whenever in the judgment
of said commissioners the conditions of administration,

financial management and discipline in any of said institu-

tions are such as to require executive action, and they

shall make formal written report to the governor of the

condition of each of said institutions at least once in six

months.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 6, 1893.

QJianA^^ An Act to revise the charter of the city of lowell.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

City of Lowell. SECTION 1. The inhabitants of the city of Lowell, for

all the purposes for which cities and towns are by law in-

corporated in this Commonwealth, shall continue to be

one body politic, in fact and in name, under the style and

denomination of the City of Lowell ; and as such shall

have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers

and privileges, and shall be subject to all the duties and
obligations now incumbent upon and appertaining to said

city as a municipal corporation, except so far as the same
may be modified by the provisions of this act.

Section 2. The administration of the fiscal, pruden-

tial and municipal afiairs of said city, with the government
thereof, shall be vested in one principal officer, styled the

mayor, one select council of nine, to be called the board

of aldermen, and one council of not less than two nor

more than four from each ward, to be called the common
council : provided, however, that if in any year of a new
division of the city into wards the number of wards shall

be increased, there shall be elected at the municipal elec-

tion occurring in such year an alderman for each new
City council. Ward, iu the manner hereinafter provided. The board of

aldermen and the common council in their joint capacity

Administration
of fiscal, pru-
dential and
municipal
affairs.
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shall be denominated the city council, and the members
thereof shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their

duties. A majority of each board shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of business. No member of

the city council shall receive any compensation for his

services.

Section 3. The election of municipal officers shall Municipal eiec-

take place on the second Tuesday oi December, annually, ipaiyear.

and the municipal year shall begin on the tirst Monday of

the following January. All meetings of the citizens for

municipal purposes shall be called by warrants issued by
the board of aldermen, which shall be in such lorm and be

served, executed and returned in such manner and at such
time as the city council may by ordinance direct.

Section 4. In the year eighteen hundred and ninety- NewdiyiBion
v ~

"^ of City iDto

five, and in every tenth year thereafter, but not oftener, wards, number;

the city council may make a new division of the city into numbe/of

such number of wards as they may determine, and may dimelT."
*^°"°

increase or diminish the number of common councilmen
to which the several wards shall be entitled during the

succeeding decennial period : provided, that the number
of wards shall not be less than six nor more than twelve ;

and provided, furlhe)', that the number of common coun-

cilmen shall not be less than two nor more than four from
each ward ; and each ward shall be entitled to an equal

number of common councilmen with every other ward.
Every new division of the city into wards shall be made
in such manner as to include an equal number of voters in

each w'ard, as nearly as conveniently may be, consistently

with well-defined limits to each ward ; and until a new
division is made the boundary lines of the wards shall re-

main as now established.

Section 5. The mayor shall be elected by the quali-
^^^'^l^^^^l]

fied voters of the city at large, and shall hold office from office.

the first Monday of January next succeeding his election

to the first Monday of the following January.
Section 6. All the nine aldermen shall be elected at Aldermen,

1 ..,,.. ,. election, term
large at the municipal election in each year by the quali- of office.

fied voters of the city. No voter shall vote for more than

six -aldermen on one ballot, and the nine having the

highest number of votes shall be declared elected. The
aldermen shall hold office from the first Monday in Jan-
uary next succeeding their election to the first Monday of

the following January.
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Section 7. The members of the common council shall

be elected from and by the legal voters of the wards in

which they reside at the time of their election, and shall

hold office from the first jNIonday of January next succeed-

ing their election to the first Monday of the following

January.
Section 8. Whenever any person elected mayor shall

die, remove from the city, or refuse in writing, addressed

to the board of aldermen, to accept said otfice, before

entering upon the discharge of his duties, and whenever,
prior to the first day of November in any year, in conse-

quence of the death, resignation or disability of the mayor,
the office shall have become vacant, and the board of

aldermen and common council shall each have declared

by vote or resolution the fact of such vacancy and the

cause thereof, the board of aldermen shall forthwith issue

their warrant for the election of a mayor for the term, or

the remainder of the term, for which the last mayor was
elected ; and the same proceedings shall be had as are

required by law for the original election : provided, hoiv-

ever, that until such vacancy is filled as aforesaid, or when-
ever the mayor from temporary disability cannot perform
the duties of the office, and the fact of the vacancy or such
temporary disability has been declared by the board of

aldermen to exist, then the duties of the mayor shall

devolve upon the chairman of the board of aldermen ; and
if there is no chairman, then upon the president of the

common council ; and such officer shall be styled acting

mayor, and shall have all the powers conferred upon the

mayor by law, save that he shall have no authority to

make permanent appointments.

Section 9. Whenever any person elected alderman or

common councilman shall die, remove from the city, or

refuse in writing, addressed to the board of aldermen for

the time being, to accept the office, before entering upon
the discharge of his duties, the board of aldermen shall

make a record of the fact, and thereupon shall issue their

warrant for an election to fill such vacancy, to be held at

such time as they shall deem advisable ; and the same pro-

ceedings shall be had to fill any vacancy in either of said

offices caused by death, resignation or otherwise, after the

commencement of the municipal year.

Seption 10. Every municipal officer shall be held to

discharge the duties of the office to which he has been
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elected, notwithstanding his removal after his election out

of his ward into any other ward of the city ; but a removal
of residence out of the city shall cause a vacancy to exist

in the office to which he was elected.

Section 11. On the second Tuesday in December Election of

annually the qualitied voters shall in their several wards menand'''^''

or })recincts give in their votes by l)allot for mayor, alder- cUmenT
'^°"°*

men and common councilmen, in accordance with the laws

of the Commonwealth ; and if at such election a mayor or

the required number of members of the city council shall

not have been elected, the board of aldermen shall make a

record of the fact and forthwith issue their Avarrant for

another election ; and the same proceedings shall be had
as are provided by law for the original election ; and the

same shall be repeated from time to time until such per-

sons shall be chosen. All persons who may be elected to Notification.

the offices named in this section shall be notified by the

board of aldermen within two days after the fact shall be
ascertained.

Section 12. The mayor, aldermen and common coun- oatha of office

cil shall meet in convention on the first INIonday of January men and'^'com^*^

in each year, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and shall be aoncouucu.

sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties. Where-
upon the two boards shall separate, aud the common
council shall be organized in the manner hereinafter pro-

vided. Either of said officers not present on said first

Monday of January may be sworn at any time thereafter

in convention of the two boards. In all cases a record of

the takiog of the oath of office, as above provided, shall

be made by the respective clerks of the two boards.

Section 13. The board of aldermen shall elect by Board of aider-

ballot one of their members chairman of the board, who ™^°'
^
™

shall hold office during the municipal year for which he is

elected, unless sooner removed by said board. The chair-

man shall preside at all meetings of the board of alder-

men and at all conventions of the city council. In case

of the absence of the chairman from any meeting of said

board, or from any convention of said city council, a

member of the board of aldermen shall be elected by said

board to preside for the time being. All meetings of the meetiDgs, etc.

board of aldermen shall be public, unless said board shall

determine by a majority vote of the members present that

it is expedient to transact any special business in executive

session. The board of aldermen shall be the final judges

of the election and qualification of their own members.
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d°'pre°B^de°nT'
Section 14. The persons chosen and qualified as mem-

bers of the common council shall sit and act together as a

separate body, distinct from that of the board of alder-

men, except when the two bodies meet in convention.

On the first Monday of January, or as soon thereafter as

may be, the common council shall elect one of their mem-
bers to preside over their deliberations, who shall be

called the president of the common council, and who shall

hold ofiice during the municipal year for which he is

elected, unless sooner removed. In case the president is

absent or unable to perform his duties, or in case the
clerk. oflSce Is vacant from any cause, the council shall elect a

president for the time being. The common council shall

elect a clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge

of the duties of his oiBce, and shall hold his oflSce during

the pleasure of the council and until his successor shall

be chosen and qualified ; and he shall attend the council

when in session, keep a journal of all their acts, votes

and proceedings, and perform such other services in said

capacity as the council may require. In his absence the

council shall elect a clerk pro tempore, who shall be
meetings, etc. swom to the faithful discharge of his duties. All sittinjfs

of the common council shall be public. The certificate

issued by the mayor and aldermen shall be presumptive
evidence of the right of the person presenting the same to

a seat in the common council ; but the council shall have
the authority to decide ultimately upon all questions

relating to the qualifications, elections and returns of

their members.
Suspension and SECTION 15. TForm One.1 The mayor may, when in
removal of • .

"^ •»
officers by liis judgment the public interests require it, suspend tor a
™^^°'^'

period of seven days any member of the board of over-

seers of the poor or of the board of health, any assistant

assessor, any member of the police force or fire depart-

ment, and any other officer of the city ; and after due
hearing he may, with the approval of the board of alder-

men, where said board elects any of said officers, and
with the approval of both branches of the city council,

where any of said officers are elected by concurrent vote,

Proviso. remove any of the said officers : provided, that the mem-
bers of the city council and school committee, and their

clerks and attendants, the principal assessors, the city

clerk, the assistant city clerk, the city treasurer, the city

auditor, the city messenger and city solicitor, shall not be
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subject to suspension or removal as above provided. No Actioimpon

ai)pointnient made by the mayor which is subject to the bj-'ma'/on"'

approval of the board of aldermen shall be acted upon by
said board until the expiration of one week after such
appointment is transmitted to said board, except by
unanimous consent of said board.

[Form Two.] Every officer elected, appointed or con- Termsof certain

firmed by the city council or either branch thereof, shall
°"^'*^''*-

have his office accordins; to the terms of the same and
until his successor is chosen and qualified, unless herein

otherwise provided for : jyrovided, however, that any such Removal.

officer may be removed at any time, for cause, by concur-
rent action of the mayor and the body that elects, appoints

or confirms such officer.

Section 16. The mayor shall be the chief executive Mayor, chief

officer of the city, and shall be compensated for his services office^-.'sainry,

by a salary to be fixed by the city council, payable at stated
duti^eT.'et'c'*.''^'*'

periods, which salary shall not exceed the sum of three

thousand dollars annually ; and he shall receive no other

compensation or emolument whatever ; and no regulations

enlarging or diminishing such compensation shall be made
to take effect until the expiration of the year for which
the mayor then in office shall have been elected. And
tlie mayor shall be vigilant and active at all times in caus-

ing the laws for the government of the city to be duly
enforced ; shall inspect the conduct of all subordinate

officers in the government thereof, and, as far as in his

power, cause all negligence and violation of duty to be
duly prosecuted and punished. Whenever in his judg-
ment the good of the city may require it he shall summon
meetings of the board of aldermen and common council,

or either of them, although the meeting of said boards,

or either of them, may stand adjourned to a more distant

day, and perform such other duties as the city council may
legally and reasonably require. And the mayor from
time to time shall communicate to both branches of the

city council such information and recommend such meas-
ures as may tend to the improvement of the finances, the

police, health, security, cleanliness, comfort and ornament
of the city.

Section 17. [Form One.] The mayor shall appoint citycerk,

a city clerk, subject to confirmation or rejection by the t^no of 'office,

board of aldermen, at such time and for such term, not p^J^'^^'
''""«»>

exceeding three years, as the city council may by ordi-
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nance determine. He shall be sworn to the faithful dis-

charge of his duties, and shall hold his office until his

successor is chosen and qualified, but may be removed
however at the pleasure of the board of aldermen. The
city clerk shall be ex officio clerk of the board of alder-

men. He shall keep a journal of the votes and proceed-

ings of the aldermen and also of the city council when
sitting in convention, and shall perform such other duties

as the city council may prescribe.

[Form Two.] A city clerk shall be elected by con-

current vote of both branches of the city council, at such

time and for such term, not exceeding three years, as the

city council may by ordinance determine. He shall be
sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties, and shall

hold his office until his successor is chosen and qualified,

but may be removed however at the pleasure of the city

council. The city clerk shall be ex officio clerk of the

board of aldermen. He shall keep a journal of the votes

and proceedings of the aldermen, and also of the city

council when sitting in convention, and shall perform such

other duties as the city council may prescribe.

Section 18. [Form One.] The mayor shall appoint

a city treasurer, who shall also be a collector of taxes, sub-

ject to the confirmation or rejection of the board of alder-

men, at such time and for such term as the city council

may by ordinance determine. He shall be sworn to the

faithful discharge of his duties, and shall hold office until

his successor shall be chosen and qualified, but may be

removed at the pleasure of the board of aldermen. He
shall deliver up to his successor in office as soon as chosen

and qualified, or to any person designated by the city

council, on his ceasing to fill such office, all books, funds,

papers or other things kept or held by him as such officer

;

he shall give bond for the faithful discharge of the duties

of his office in such sum as the city council may require

and with such sureties as the mayor may approve.

[Form Two.] A city treasurer, who shall also be the

o"fficerbond,"etc'. collcctor of taxcs, shall be elected by concurrent vote of

both branches of the city council, at such time and for

such term, not" exceeding three years, as the city council

may by ordinance determine. He shall be sworn to the

faithful discharge of his duties, and shall hold his office

until his successor shall be chosen and qualified, but may
be removed at the pleasure of the city council. He shall

City treasurer
appoiniment,
term of office,

bond, etc.

City treasurer,
election, terra of
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deliver up to his successor in office as soon as chosen
and qualified, or to any person designated by the city

council, on his ceasing to till such office, all books, funds,

papers or other things kept or held by him as such officer ;

he shall give bond for the faithful discharge of the duties

of his office in such sum as the city council may require

and with such sureties as the mayor may approve.
Section 19. The administration of the police and the Mayor and

executive powers of the city generally, Avith all the powers gen^rTrpowers.

formerly vested in the selectmen of the town of Lowell,
and heretofore vested in the mayor and aldermen of the

city of Lowell, shall continue to be vested in and exer-

cised l)y the mayor and aldermen of said city, as fully

as if the same were herein specially enumerated. The Licenses, grant.

mayor and aldermen may grant licenses for all purposes tufn!"'*

^*^''°'"^-

within said city for which the mayor and aldermen of
cities or the selectmen of towns are authorized by the

general laws of the Commonwealth to grant the same, and
all licenses so granted may at any time be revoked for

good cause. The mayor shall appoint, subject to the PoUce officers,

confirmation or rejection of the board of aldermen, a chief men^powera

of police, who shall hold office for a term not exceeding ^°<i''"t'eB.

three years, as the city council may by ordinance deter-

mine, and such number of other police officers and con-

stables as the board of aldermen shall determine or the

public service may require. All said officers thus ap-

pointed shall have the power of constables except»the
power of serving and executing civil process. All such Removals,

officers, including said chief of police, may be removed
for cause by the board of aldermen, and said board may
require any person appointed a constable or special con-

stable to give bond to the city, with such security and to

such amount as said board may deem proper, before enter-

ing upon the execution of said office ; upon which bond
the like proceedings and remedies may be had as are by
law provided in case of sheriffs' bonds in this Common-
wealth. The city council may cause the public streets of

^l-l^'g''^^^

the city to be lighted, and for that purpose may set up
and construct lamps, gas pipes or other apparatus such as

the public convenience or necessity may require, as pro-

vided by law. The city council may also establish by Erection, main-

ordinance such regulations as may be allowed by law for llectdc 'wire's"^

the erection, maintaining and operating of any line of

electric wures owned by any person or corporation and
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used for lighting the public streets or highways, for the

transmission of motive power by any street railway com-
pany, or for the transmission of intelligence by electricity :

Proviso. provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be

so construed as to afiect the powers of the board of alder-

men under the provisions of chapter one hundred and nine

of the Public Statutes or any act in addition thereto or in

amendment thereof.
Receipt and SECTION 20. All boards and officers actino; under the
expenditure of , ^ y • i- i-ii- i
money, ac- authority ot the City and intrusted with the receipt and

annual slate'- expenditure of public money shall be accountable therefor
nient, etc.

j.^ ^^^ ^j^^, council, in such manner as they may direct.

And the city council shall publish and distribute annually

for the information of the citizens a particular statement

of the receipts and expenditures of all public moneys,
and a particular statement of city property.

Board of alder. SECTION 21. All othcr powci's now bv law vestcd in
men and com-

. .,*.,,. y
mon council, the City of Lowell or m the inhabitants thereof, as a mu-
geneia powers,

j^j^jp^^j Corporation, shall continue to be vested in the

board of aldermen and common council of the city, to be

exercised by concurrent vote, each board having a nega-
Ordinances, by- tive upou the Other ; especially they may make all such

needful and salutary ordinances or by-laws as towns by
the laws of this Commonwealth have power to make, and

annex penalties not exceeding twenty dollars for the

breach thereof, which ordinances or by-laws shall take

etfect from and after their passage, unless otherwise pro-

videa, without the sanction or confirmation of any court

or other authority whatever : provided, that such ordi-

nances or by-laws shall not be repugnant to the laws of

this Commonwealth and may be annulled by the legisla-

ture thereof.
Taxes, assess. SECTION 22. TForm One.] The city council from time
raeut, collec-

.
L J ./

/> i • i
tion, etc. to time may lay and assess taxes for purposes for which

towns are by law required or authorized to assess or grant

money, and also for all purposes necessary for carrying

into eflfect the powers conferred by this act : pi-ovided,

hoivever, that in the assessment and apportionment of

such taxes the same rules and regulations shall be ob-

served as are now established by the laws of the Com-
monwealth, or may hereafter be enacted, relative to the

assessment and apportionment of town taxes. The city

council may provide for the assessment and collection of

such taxes ; make appropriations of all public moneys
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and provide for the disbursement thereof, and talve suit-

able measures to insure a just and prompt account thereof;

and for these iiurposes may provide for such assessors and Assessors and
' ' '' '

1 /• 1 1 -11 asBistant asseBS-

assistant assessors as may be neeatui, to be appomted by ore.

the mayor, subject to confirmation or rejection by the

board of aldermen, or election by the qualified voters of

the city, as ma}' be most conducive to the public good,
and may fix their terms of office; and shall also require officers to give

of all persons intrusted with the collection, custody or
*''''"*^-

disbursement of public moneys, such bonds, with such
conditions and such sureties, as the case may require.

[Form Two.] The city council from time to time may Taxes, assess-

lay and assess taxes for purposes for which towns are by uon.'etc."'^""

law required or authorized to assess or grant money, and
also for all purposes necessary for carrying into efl'ect the

powers conferred by this act : provided, however^ that in

the assessment and apportionment of such taxes the same
rules and regulations shall be observed as are now estab-

lished by the laws of this Commonwealth, or may here-

after be enacted, relative to the assessment and apportion-

ment of town taxes. The city council may provide for

the assessment and collection of such taxes, make appro-
priations of all public moneys and provide for the dis-

bursement thereof, and take suitable measures to insure a

just and prompt account thereof; and for these purposes Assessors and

may either elect such assessors and assistant assessors as ors^*""''
'***^®*'

may be needful, or may provide for the appointment or

election of the same, or any of them, by the board of

aldermen or by the citizens, as may be most conducive
to the public good, and may fix their term of office ; and officers to give

•

' •/ ^
bonds.

shall also require of all persons intrusted with the col-

lection, custody or disbursement of public moneys, such

bonds, with such conditions and such sureties, as the case

may require.

Sectiox 23. The city council shall have the power to Highways,

lay out, alter, discontinue or fix the grade of any highway,
**''^®'*' ^"'•

street or town way, in such manner as the public conven-
ience may require, to take land therefor and to estimate the

damage any person shall sustain thereby. Any person dis-

satisfied with the decision of the city council in the estimate

of damages may within one year thereafter make complaint
and application for a jury, to the superior court in the county
of Middlesex, upon which application the same proceed-
ings shall be had as are provided in sections one hundred
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and five, one hundred and six, one hundred and seven and

one hundred and eight of chapter forty-nine of the Public

Statutes, or any acts in amendment thereof. No way in

said city shall hereafter be opened for public travel or

dedicated to public use unless its location, directions,

widths and grades are satisfactory to and have been ap-

proved in writing by the board of aldermen.

Section 24. The city council is hereby authorized to

appropriate, set ofl' and reserve as sidewalks, such parts

of any streets of the city as may be necessary for the safety,

convenience and accommodation of foot passengers, and

permit or direct posts of stone, iron or wood, or trees, to

be placed along the edge of said sidewalk, to protect the

same or the passengers travelling thereon, and to establish

and srade sidewalks and set curbstones in such streets in
• • • t

said city as the public convenience may require, and con-

struct the same with such material as the city council shall

deem expedient ; and shall assess the expense of the same
upon the abutters thereon. All assessments so made shall

be a lien upon the abutting lands, in the same manner as

taxes are a lien on real estate, and may be collected in the

same manner as taxes on real estate are collected. Side-

walks when constructed shall be the property of the city,

and thereafter shall be maintained and kept in repair by
the city. The city council may from time to time reestab-

lish, grade, reconstruct and repair such sidewalks and
curbstones, and any sidewalks and curbstones heretofore

established in said city.

Section 25. The city council shall have the power,

whenever they shall adjudge it to be necessary for the

public convenience or the public health, to cause main
drains or common sewers to be laid through any street or

private lands, and may repair the same whenever neces-

sary ; and the city shall pay the owners of such lands

such damages as they may sustain by the laying or re-

pairing of said main drains or common sewers, to be

ascertained in the same manner as is hereinbefore pro-

vided for ascertaining damages in the laying out of high-

ways and streets ; and all such main drains or common
sewers shall be the property of the city.

Section 26. The city council may make and establish

necessary ordinances or by-laws for the purpose of pre-

venting any person, without first obtaining a license from

the board of aldermen, from setting up, employing or
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using any hackney coach, job wagon or other carriage,

for the conveyance of [)asscngers or freight from plice to

phice in the city for liire, and for the puri)ose of establish-

ing and limiting the rates and prices for such conveyance
of passengers; and also for the inspection, survey, mcas- inspection, etc

,

urement and sale of lumber of every description, brick, ^ "™ er, etc.,

wood, coal and bark for fuel, brought into the city for

sale, and for the regulation of carriages in the streets of

the city ; appoint certain suitable places in the streets and
squares of the city as public stands for wagons, carts,

sleds and carriages of every description, and ordain fit

penalties, not exceeding twenty dollars, for the breach of

any of the ordinances, rules and regulations so made and
established, to be recovered upon complaint of any officer

or other inhabitant of the city before the police court

therein, for the use of the city. The city council shall careand super.
'

^
J J

^ ^
intenclt'Dce ol

also have the care and superintendence of the public build- P"t'i>c buiia-

ings, and the care, custody and management of all the

property of the city, with power to lease or sell the same
and to purchase property in the name and for the use of

the city, whenever its interests or conveniences may re-

quire. It shall not acquire land for nor authorize the Erection of

erection of a schoolhouse, or any addition thereto nor pass
g°^°°'^*'"'"-''

any appropriation for such purpose until the location and
plans of the building have been approved by vote of the

school committee, and such approval has been certified in

writing to the city council by the secretary of said com-
mittee. The city council are hereby authorized to pur- Pubuc parks,

chase land, to be laid out as public squares, malls, parks
^"''

or commons, and to properly lay out, enclose, maintain,

keep and ornament the same or any now owned by the

city.

Section 27. [Form One.] The board of overseers overreersof

of the poor shall consist of the mayor, who shall be chair-
'P"'"-

man ex officio, and one citizen from each ward, to be

elected by the legal voters thereof, and who shall not

hold any elective or appointive office under the city coun-

cil. At the next municipal election after this act shall

take effect the legal voters of each ward shall choose one
of their number to be a member of said board. On the

first Monday of January next following, or as soon there-

after as practicable, said board of overseers shall so assign

by lot the terms of the respective members so elected that

the terms of one half the members of such board shall



1306 Acts, 1893.— Chap. 429.

Vacancies.

Secretarj',

sMperintendent,

Overseers of the
poor.

expire each year thereafter ; and at each succeeding an-

nual municipal election the legal voters of each ward, the

term of whose representative in said board expires at the

close of such municipal year, shall choose a member of

said board for the term of two succeeding municipal years :

provided, however, that if in any year of a new division

of the city into wards the number of the wards shall be
changed, the terms of office of all the overseers of the

poor shall expire at the end of the municipal year in

which the division is made, and at the municipal election

occurring in such year an overseer of the poor shall be
elected from each ward under such new division. The
board of overseers of the poor so elected shall directly

after its organization so assign by lot the terms of the

respective members so elected that the terms of one half

the members of the board so elected, as near as may be,

shall expire each year thereafter. In case of a vacancy in

said board the city council shall fill such vacancy by elect-

ing a citizen from the ward in which said vacancy exists,

to serve for the remainder of the municipal year in which
such vacancy occurs ; and at the next annual municipal

election the legal voters of said ward shall choose a mem-
ber of said board of overseers to fill any unexpired term.

The members of the board of overseers of the poor shall

be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties, and
shall serve until their successors are chosen and qualified.

They may appoint a secretary and superintendent and
such other subordinate officers as the ordinances of the

city may require, and may define the duties of said

ofiicers : provided, however, that the compensation of said

officers shall be established by the city council. Said

board shall have all the powers heretofore conferred upon
the overseers of the poor of the city of Lowell, by any
general or special law, and all the powers of overseers of

the poor in towns ; and in addition thereto, said board
shall be subject to such regulations as the city council

may by ordinance establish.

[Form Two.] The board of overseers of the poor shall

consist of the mayor, who shall be chairman ex officio,

and six other citizens, neither of whom shall hold any
other elective or appointive office under the city council,

and shall be chosen by concurrent vote of the city council,

in the month of January in each year, in the manner fol-

lowing, and each ward of the city shall have no more than
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one representative on said board. In the month of

January in the year ei^rhteen hundred and ninety-three

three citizens shall be elected to serve for one year and
thiee for two years, and thereafter in the month of

January of each year three citizens shall be elected to

serve for two years : provided, however, that if in any
year of a new division of the city into wards the number
of wards shall be increased, a member of said board shall

be elected for each new ward, to serve for the term of two
years as hereinbefore provided for. In case of a vacancy vacancies.

in said board the city council shall fill such vacancy by
electing a citizen from the ward wherein said vacancy
exists, to serve for the remainder of said term. The
members of the board of overseers of the poor shall be

sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties and shall

serve until their successors are chosen and qualified.

They may appoint a secretary and superintendent and
guperlntJAdent

such other sul)ordinate officers as the ordinances of the etc.

city ma}' requiie, and may define the duties of said

officers: provided, however, that the compensation of said

officers shall be established by the city council. Said

])oard shall have all the powers heretofore conferred upon
the overseers of the poor of the city of Lowell, by any
general or special law, and all the powers of overseers of

the poor in towns ; and in addition thereto said board
shall be subject to such regulations as the city council

may by ordinance establish.

Section 28. The persons heretofore elected as mem- School com-

bers of the school conmiittee shall continue in office

according to the tenure thereof. At each annual election

of municipal officers hereafter, the qualified voters of each

ward shall elect one person, being an inhabitant of said

ward, to serve as a member of the school committee for

the term of two municipal years from the first Monday of

January next following such election. The school com-
mittee shall be the final judges of the qualifications and
election of their own members. If the number of wards

shall at any time be increased, each additional ward shall,

at the next annual election for municipal officers there-

after, elect one person to serve as a member of the school

committee for the term of one municipal year, and one
j^erson to serve for the term of two municipal years, from
the first Monday of January next following such election.

The mayor and president of the common council, together Members.



1308 Acts, 1893.— Chap. 429.

Vacancies.

Fire depart-
ment.

with the persons elected as aforesaid, shall constitute the

school committee of Lowell, and shall have all the powers
vested in school committees by the general laws of the

Commonwealth or any special law for the city of Lowell.
A majority of the persons duly elected shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of business, and the mayor
may preside at all meetings of the school committee. It

shall be the duty of the school committee to exercise the

same supervision and control over any institution of in-

struction and house of reformation established by the city

council as they are by law required to exercise over the

public schools, as far as practicable. Whenever any per-

son elected a member of the school committee shall die,

remove from the city, or refuse in writing, addressed to

the boaid of aldermen for the time being, to accept the

office, before entering upon the duties thereof, the board
of aldermen shall make a record of the fact, and there-

upon issue their warrant for an election to fill such vacancy,

to be held at such time as they shall deem advisable. In

case of a vacancy in the office of a member of the school

committee the maj^or shall call a joint convention of the

board of aldermen and of the school committee, at which
the chairman of the board of aldermen shall preside,

and such vacancy shall by vote of a majority of all the

members of the two bodies be filled by the election of a

member from the ward in which the vacancy exists, to

serve until the end of the current municipal year ; at the

next municipal election the further vacancy, if any, shall

be tilled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the

same manner as the member whose office is vacant was
elected.

Section 29. The city council may establish a fire

department, to consist of a chief engineer and as many
assistant engineers, enginemen, hosemen, hook and ladder

men and hydrant men, to be divided into companies, as

the city council by ordinance shall from time to time

prescribe; and said city council may make provisions in

regard to the time and mode of appointment and the

occasion and mode of removals of said officers or mem-
bers, and define their offices and duties, and in general

may make such regulations concerning their pay, conduct
and government, and concerning the management and con-

duct of fires, and persons attending fires, subject to all pen-

alties provided for breach of city ordinances, as they shall
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deem expedient : provided, that the appointment of chief
^''{Jfayo^aud

enpfineer, assistant engineers, enginemen, hosemen, hook awermen.

and ladder men and hydrant men, shall be made by the

mayor and aldermen exclusively. The engineers and
other officers of the fire department so appointed shall

have the same authority in regard to the prevention and
extinguishment of tires and the performance of the other

offices and duties now incumbent upon tirewards as are

now conferred upon firewards by general laws, and the

compensation of the fire department shall be fixed by the

city council.

Section 30. [Form One.] All officers of said city officers not

not herein provided for shall be elected for such terms as vidld'for'!
^'°

the city council shall direct, and shall be nominated by the

mayor, subject to confirmation or rejection by the board
of aldermen.

[Form Two.] All officers of said city not herein pro-

A'ided for shall be elected in such manner and for such

terms as the city council may direct.

Section 31. Every ordinance, order, resolution or ordinancp,

vote to which the concurrence of the board of aldermen voiv^nJ"a'n"ex.

and of the common council may be necessary, except on ^^one'y"e*tc/

the question of a convention of the two branches, and
every order of either branch involving the expenditure of

money or aflecting the public interests, shall be presented

to the mayor. If he approve thereof he shall signify his

approval by signing the same, but if he does not approve
thereof he shall return the same with his objections in

writing to the branch in which it originated. Such
branch shall cause the objections of the mayor to be

entered at length upon its records and shall proceed to

reconsider said ordinance, order, resolution or vote, and
if after such reconsideration two thirds of the members
of said branch present and voting shall vote to pass the

same, notwithstanding such objections, it shall be in

force, unless it originally required concurrent action, in

which case it shall, together with the objections of the

mayor, be sent to the other branch of the city council,

where it shall also be reconsidered, and if it be approved
by two thirds of the members of such other branch present

and voting, it shall likewise be in force, but in all cases

the vote thereon shall be taken by yeas and nays. If

any such ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall not be

returned by the mayor to the branch in which it origi-
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nfitetl, within ten days after it shall have been presented

to him, the same shall be in force : provided^ Jioicever,

that if any such ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall

have been passed by the city council within five days next

preceding the expiration of the term of office of said city

council, and shall not be approved of by the mayor, the

same shall be void. The mayor may except from his

approval of any ordinance, order, resolution or vote which
he has the power to veto, any portion involving a distinct

item of expenditure. In such case instead of returning

the original he shall transmit a copy of such portion not

approved, which portion shall be reconsidered in the

manner and with the effect herein provided for. No
contract shall bind the city to the expenditure of a sum
exceeding five hundred dollars unless the same be in

writing, executed and approved by the mayor on behalf

of the city : provided, however, that this clause shall not

apply to specific contracts made in pursuance of a special

vote of the city council or either branch thereof, passed

in conformity to the requirements of this section.
Repeal. Section 32. Chapter one hundred and twenty-eight

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six,

chapter one hundred and eighty-one of the acts of the

year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, chapter one hun-

dred and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and forty-one, chapter two hundred and three of the acts

of the year eighteen hundred and forty-five, chapter

thirty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
forty-six, chapter eighty-two of the acts of the year

eighteen hundred and forty-seven, chapter one hundred
and eighty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and forty-nine, chapter three hundred and twenty of the

acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-one, chapter

two hundred and seven of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and fifty-six, chapter one hundred and eighty-two

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one,

chapter one hundred and forty-eight of the acts of the

year eighteen hundred and seventy, chapter two hundred
and forty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
seventy-four, chapter one hundred and seventy-three of

the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five

and chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the acts of

the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and all other

acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby
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repealed ; but such repeal shall not revive any act hereto-

fore repealed, nor shall the repeal of said acts or the

annulling of ordinances inconsistent herewith affect any
act done, liability incurred, or any right accrued or

established, or any suit or prosecution, civil or criminal,

to enforce any right or penalty or punish any oflence

under the authority of said ordinances.

Section 33. The mayor and aldermen of the city of Tobeeui.mitted
. , . *^

1 • f>

>' to voters withiu

Lowell shall submit this act, as hereinbefore set forth, to one year.

the qualified voters of the city of Lowell at a special or

annual election to be held within one year from its pas-

sage. At such election the vote shall be taken by ballot

in accordance with the provisions of law relating to elec-

tions in cities, so far as the same shall be applicable, in

answer to the following propositions, which shall be set

forth in said ballot in the following form :
—

(Mark a cross ojiposite the answer you wish to give.)

(1.) Shall the city charter be revised in ac-

cordance with an act of the general court of the

year eighteen hundred and ninety-three, enti-

tled, " An act to revise the charter of the city of Lowell"?

(2.) Shall the mayor have the power to suspend for

seven days any officer not elected by the people, except

the principal assessors, the city clerk and assistant, the

city treasurer, auditor, messenger, solicitor and those ap-

pointed by the school committee ?

(i/" he may so suspend ansiuer yes ; if yes

not answer no ) . . . . . no.

YES.
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(G.) Shall the overseers of the poor be chosen by the

people, by wards, instead of by the city council?

{If the people are to choose them answer [yes
yes; if the city council ansiver no.)

YES.
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forth ; l)ut it" the larger number of votes upon said propo-
sition shall be in the negative then the said section shall

take eflect and be applicable in the form thereof numbered
two. If the larger number of votes upon the seventh
proposition shall be in the affirmative then section thirty

shall be applicable and take eflect in said city in the form
numbered one of said section as herein set forth ; but if

the larger number of votes upon said proposition shall be
in the negative then the said section shall take eflect and be
a[)plicable in the form thereof numbered two. In case of

an equal number of votes, or a failure to vote upon either

the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth or seventh proposi-

tion, the proposition in such case shall be held to be
answered in the affirmative.

Section 34. The mayor and aldermen shall forthwith Return of votes.

make return of the votes cast under the several proposi-

tions to the secretary of the Commonwealth. If it shall Copyofchar-
1 ••PI r 1 • /-T tertobesent

appear that a majority of the voters oi the city ot Lowell, tocitycierk.

voting upon the first proposition, have voted in favor of

such revision of the charter of the city of Lowell, as in

said first proposition set forth, then the secretary of the

Commonwealth shall cause a copy of the provisions of the

revised charter, in the form in which it has been consented

to by vote of the qualified voters of said city in response

to the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh prop-

ositions, to be properly engrossed and attested and deliv-

ered to the city clerk of said city. The revised charter. Revised char-

as so consented to, shall constitute the powers, privileges |fo^ver8?prV^"*°

and immunities to be in force and effect for the govern- 'eges, etc., of~
city.

ment of such city to the extent and in the manner in the sev-

eral sections thereof set forth. The secretary of the Com- Publication.

monwealth shall cause to be printed in one or more new^s-

papers published in said cit}^ the official notification of the

result of the votes given as aforesaid, an*l a statement of

his delivery of a copy of the revised charter as consented
to in accordance with the aforesaid requirements. He shall

likewise cause a copy of the revised charter, so consented
to, to be printed in connection with the acts and resolves

of the general court of the next succeeding year.

Section 35. The city clerk of said city shall, not less copy of act

than one week before the election at which this act is sub- vot^eM*.*^"*

'°

mitted to the people, transmit by mail or otherwise to

every registered voter in said city, a copy of this act.

Section 36. So much of this act as authorizes the when to take

submission of the question of its acceptance to the voters
'^^*'^''
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of said city shall take effect upon its passage. If this act

shall be accepted in manner aforesaid it shall take effect

for the election of municipal officers at the annual munici-

pal election on the first Tuesday of December next after

its acceptance, and for all other purposes, except as above-

specified, it shall take effect at the beginning of the munic-

ipal year in January next following its accei)tance.

Approved Jane 6, 1893.

An Act relative to the appointment of assessors for TiiE

CITY OF new BEDFORD.

Be it enacted, etc. , as follows

:

Section 1. Annually in the month of January the

mayor of the city of New Bedford shall appoint, subject

to the confirmation of the city council of said city sitting

in joint convention, one person to be assessor at large, to

hold office for three years from the first day of February

in the year in which such person is appointed and until

his successor is appointed and qualified in his stead. The
mayor with the consent of the city council may at any

time remove any assessor. Whenever any vacancy shall

occur by death, resignation, removal or otherwise, in the

office of any assessor, said vacancy shall be filled by ap-

pointment, in the manner aforesaid, of another assessor,

who shall hold office for the residue of the unexpired term

and until his successor is appointed and qualified in his

stead.

Section 2. All provisions of law relating to the elec-

tion of assessors at large in the city of New Bedford, and

inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall be submitted to the quali-

fied voters of said city for acceptance at the next annual

municipal election held therein, and if accepted by a

majority of said voters present and voting thereon at said

election it shall take effect from the date of such acceptance.

Approved June 9, 1893.

ChajpASl

Clerical assist-

auce.

An Act relating to clerical assistance in the office of

tiie register of probate and insolvency for the county

of suffolk.

Be it enacted, etc. , as follows

:

Section I. The register of probate and insolvency for

the county of Sufiblk shall be allowed, in addition to the


