
ACTS, 1987. - Chaps. 476, 477. 

SECTION 2. There is hereby established in the town of West 
Springfield the office of superintendent of streets who shall exercise the 
powers and duties that were exercised by said office immediately prior 
to the effective date of said chapter eight hundred and fifty-eight of the 
acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-five. 

SECTION 3. The offices of town engineer and superintendent of 
streets in the town of West Springfield shall not be subject to the 
provisions of chaptec thirty-one of the General Laws. 

Approved November 3, 1987. 

Chapter 476. AN ACT RELATIVE TO WATER SUPPLY IN THE TOWN 
OF NANTUCKET. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 307 of the acts of 1925 is hereby amended by inserting after 
section 8 the following section:-

Section 8A. Said town shall at a meeting called for the purpose, elect 
by ballot three persons to hold office, one until the expiration of three 
years, one until the expiration of two years, and one until the expiration 
of one year, from the next succeeding annual town meeting, to 
constitute a board of water commissioners; and at the annual town 
meeting held on the day the shortest of such terms expires and at each 
annual town meeting thereafter one such commissioner shall be elected 
by ballot for a term of three years. Said board of commissioners shall be 
vested with all the authority granted to the town by this act except 
sections five and six and not otherwise specially provided for with 
respect to the supply of water for the extinguishment of fires and for 
domestic and other purposes in that part of the town of Nantucket known 
as Siasconset. 

A majority of said commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. Any vacancy occurring in said board from any 
cause may be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by said town 
at any legal town meeting called for the purpose. Any such vacancy may 
be filled temporarily by a majority vote of the selectmen, and the person 
so appointed shall hold office until the town fills the vacancy in the 
manner specified herein. 

Approved November 3, 1987. 

Chapter 477. AN ACT RELATIVE TO PRIVILEGED COMMU
NICATIONS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIMS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 20J of chapter 233 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 
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1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of 
"Sexual assault counsellor" and inserting in place thereof the following 
definition: -

"Sexual assault counsellor", a person who is employed by or is a 
volunteer in a rape crisis center, has undergone thirty-five hours of 
training, who reports to and is under the direct control and supervision of 
a licensed social worker, nurse, psychiatrist, psychologist or 
psychotherapist and whose primary purpose is the rendering of advice, 
counseling or assistance to victims of sexual assault. 

Approved November 3, 1987. 

Chapter 478. AN ACT IMPROVING PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to immediately provide state funding and assistance in 
the improvement of local libraries, therefore it is hereby declared to be 
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc. , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 78 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 19A, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, and 
inserting in place thereof the following section: -

Section 19A. The state treasurer shall annually, on or before July 
first, pay from monies appropriated from the Local Aid Fund for that 
purpose, to each city or town certified by the board of library 
commissioners to have met certain minimum standards of free public 
library service established by said board, an amount to be used for the 
free public library or libraries of said city or town, to be determined as 
follows: -

(1) to each town having a population of less than two thousand five 
hundred, a sum equivalent to the amount appropriated by it for free 
public library service during the preceding year, but in no event more 
than one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars; 

(2) to each city and to each town having a population of two thousand 
five hundred or more, a sum not exceeding fifty cents for each resident 
therein; provided, however, that such city or town appropriates during 
the preceding year for its free public library service at least one 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars; 

(3) to each city and town, in addition to the amount specified in 
paragraph (l) or (2), a sum determined by allocating the remaining 
available amount among the cities and towns according to the provisions 
of section eighteen C of chapter fifty-eight. 

(4) in addition to the amounts specified in paragraphs (1), (2) and (3), 
to each city or town whose library is designated a major nonresident 
lender by said board, an amount for the purpose of offsetting the costs of 

855 


