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to special permits, as provided for in section nine. The required time 
limits for a public hearing and said action, may be extended by written 
agreement between the applicant and the board of appeals. A copy of 
such agreement shall be filed in the office of the city or town clerk. 
Failure by the board to act within said one hundred days or extended 
time, if applicable, shall be deemed to be the grant of the appeal, 
application or petition. The petitioner who seeks such approval by 
reason of the failure of the board to act within the time prescribed shall 
notify the city or town clerk, in writing, within fourteen days from the 
expiration of said one hundred days or extended time, if applicable, of 
such approval and that notice has been sent by the petitioner to parties 
in interest. The petitioner shall send such notice to parties in interest, 
by mail and each notice shall specify that appeals, if any, shall be made 
pursuant to section seventeen and shall be filed within twenty days after 
the date the city or town cierk received such written notice from the 
petitioner that the board failed tojact within the time prescribed. After 
the expiration of twenty days without notice of appeal to the superior 
court, or, if appeal has been taken1, after receipt of certified records of 
the superior court indicating that such approval has become final, the 
city or town clerk shall issue a certificate stating the date of approval, 
the fact that the board failed to take final action and that the approval 
resulting from such failure has bejcome final, and such certificate shall 
be forwarded to the petitioner. The board shall cause to be made a 
detailed record of its proceedings^ indicating the vote of each member 
upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, 
and setting forth clearly the reason for its decision and of its official 
actions, copies of all of which shall be filed within fourteen days in the 
office of the city or town clerk arid shall be a public record, and notice 
of the decision shall be mailed forthwith to the petitioner, applicant or 
appellant, to the parties in interest designated in section eleven, and to 
every person present at the hearing who requested that notice be sent to 
him and stated the address to which such notice was to be sent. Each 
notice shall specify that appeals,' if any, shall be made pursuant to 
section seventeen and shall be filed within twenty days after the date of 
filing of such notice in the office of the city or town clerk. 

i 
SECTION 4. The first paragraphjof section 17 of said chapter 40A, as 

so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "authority", 
in line 2, the following words:- or by the failure of the board of appeals 
to take final action concerning any appeal, application or petition within 
the required time or by the failure of any special permit granting 
authority to take final action concerning any application for a special 
permit within the required time. 

Approved November 17, 1987. 

Chapter 499. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING REAL ESTATE TAX 
EXEMPTIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS OF VETERANS OF 
WAR. 
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting 
after clause Fifth A the following clause:-

Fifth B, The real and personal estate belonging to or held in trust for 
the benefit of incorporated organizations of veterans of any war in which 
the United States has been engaged, to the extent of seven hundred 
thousand dollars, if used and occupied by such association, and if the net 
income from said property is used foe charUabte purposes; provided, 
however, that such estate shall not be exempt for any year in which such 
association or the trustees holding for the benefit of such association 
wilfully omit to file with the assessors the list and statement required by 
section twenty-nine. This clause shall take effect upon its acceptance 
by any city or town, tn a city or town which accepts the provisions of 
this clause, the provisions of clause Fifth and Fifth A shall not be 
applicable. 

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one concerning 
acceptance by a city or town, in any city or town which accepts the 
provisions of clause Fifth B of section five of chapter fifty-nine of the 
General Laws, inserted by section one, prior to January first, nineteen 
hundred and eighty-eight, the provisions of said clause Fifth B shall 
apply to property assessments made during the period commencing 
January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-six and applicable to the tax 
year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven. 

Approved November 17, 1987. 

Chapter 500. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE COMMITMENT 
OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 35, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, and inserting in 
place thereof the following section:-

Section 35. For the purposes of this section, M alcoholic" shall mean a 
person who chronically or habitually consumes alcoholic beverages to the 
extent that (1) such use substantially injures his health or substantially 
interferes with his social or economic functioning, or (2) he has lost the 
power of self-control over the use of such beverages. 

For the purposes of this section, "substance abuser" shall mean a 
person who chronically or habitually consumes or ingests controlled 
substances to the extent that (1) such use substantially injuries his health 
or substantially interferes with his social or economic functioning, or (2) 
he has lost the power of self-control over the use of such controlled 
substances. 
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