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allowance of two weeks' time for absences not excused

by the superintendent of schools or the school commit-
tee ; such period of attendance shall begin within the first

month of the fall term of school, and for each five days Penalty.

of absence of any such child thereafter, in excess of the

above allowance, before the completion of the required

annual attendance of thirty weeks, the person having such

child under his control shall, upon the complaint of the

school committee or any truant oflicer, forfeit to the use

of the public schools of such city or town a sum not ex-

ceeding twenty dollars ; but if such child has attended for

a like period of time a private day school approved by the

school committee of such city or town, or if such child

has been otherwise instructed for a like period of time in

the branches of learning required by law to be taught in

the public schools, or has already acquired the branches
of learning required by law to be taught in the public

schools, or if his physical or mental condition is such as

to render such attendance inexpedient or impracticable,

such penalty shall not be incurred.

Section 2. Section one of chapter forty-seven of the Repeal.

Public Statutes, section one of chapter four hundred and
sixty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-nine, and chapter three hundred and eighty-four

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, are

hereby repealed ; but such repeal shall not afiect any for-

feiture incurred, suit or proceeding pending, or action ac-

crued under said sections. Approved March 31, 1894.

Ax Act for the further protectiox of smelts ix i;ostox ryj
^, ^ i qq

HARBOR AXD OTHER WATERS, ^

Be it enacted, etc , as follows

:

Section 1. No person shall set, draw, use or attempt useofnet.seine,,,-1
j_

• A. 1 • n J k etc., prohibited.
to set, draw or use, any net, seine, trap or device lor catch-

ing smelts, other than a naturally or artificially baited

hook, in the waters of Boston harbor, Hingham harbor.

Weir river, Weymouth Fore river, Weymouth Back river,

Neponset river, Charles river. Mystic river, or in any
cove, bay, inlet or tributary of the same: provided, that"

nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to pro-
hibit the use of traps for catching lobsters.

Section 2. Possession of any net, seine, trap or de-
^^^^H^^J^^^^

vice for catching fish, other than a naturally or artificially to be evidence'of
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baited hook, in or upon said harbors, rivers or tributaries,

or on the banks of the same, if adapted to the present

catching of smelts and apparently intended for that pur-

pose, shall be deemed prima facie evidence of a violation

of this act ; and the possession of any fi'esh smelts, not

apparently caught by the use of a hook, in or upon said

harbors, rivers or tributaries, or on the banks of the same,

after sunset or under other circumstances of suspicion,

shall be deemed prima facie evidence that said smelts

were caught contrary to the provisions of this act by the

person in whose possession they are found.
Penalty. SECTION 3. Whocvcr violatcs any provision herein

contained, or receives smelts knowing or having reason-

able cause to believe that the same have been taken con-

trary to the provisions of this act, shall be punished by a

fine of not less than fifty nor more than two hundred
dollars, or by imprisonment for not less than six nor

more than twelve months, or by both. In case of a

second offence it shall be the duty of the court to impose

both said fine and imprisonment. Upon conviction of

any violation of any provision of this act the person so

convicted shall in addition forfeit any net, seine, trap or

other device, and any vessel, boat, craft; or other appa-

ratus used in connection with such receiving, or other

violation of the provisions of this act. Any such articles

set or in use contrary to the provisions of this act are

hereby declared to be forfeited.

May search, Section 4. Auy fisli conimissioncr, deputy commis-
ouTa wa'rrani.

' sioucr, dcputy sheriff, police officer or constable, within

his jurisdiction, is hereljy empowered to make search for

and seize, without warrant, any smelts which he has

reason to suspect were taken contrary to the provisions

of this act, and the net, seine, trap or other device, and

the vessel, boat, craft or other apparatus used in connec-

tion with such receiving, or other violation of the provi-

sions of this act, and the cask, barrel or other vessel or

wrapper containing said smelts. Said ofiicer is authorized

to libel said property according to law, or, at his dis-

cretion, to sell the same or any part thereof at private

sale or public auction, and libel the net proceeds of such

sale according to law, in the same manner and with the

same effect as if such proceeds were the property itself.

Fines and for- Section 5 . In all procccdiugs uudcr this act one half
ei urcs.

^^ ^1^ lines and forfeitures shall enure to the benefit of the
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complainant and one half to the city or town within which

the offence is committed.

Section 6. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent here- Repeal.

with are hereby repealed. Approved March 31, 1894.

An Act to provide that the overseers of the poor of the
(7/^(^7^,190

city of lowell shall be elected by the people instead

of by the city council.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and seventy-three 1875,173,

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five
*™^°

is hereby amended by striking out section twenty-nine

and inserting in place thereof the following new section

:

— Section 29. The board of overseers of the poor shall po'o^^efecuon?*

consist of the mayor, who shall be chairman ex oflScio, and lerms, etc.

one citizen from each ward, who shall not hold any elective

or appointive office under the city council, to be elected in

the manner hereinafter provided. At the annual munic-
ipal election in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-

four the qualified voters of each ward shall choose one of

their number to be a member of said board fivjm the first

Monday of January next following such election, and said

board of overseers shall so assign by lot the terms of the

respective members so elected that the terms of one half

shall expire each year thereafter ; and at each succeeding

annual municipal election the legal voters of each ward,

the term of whose representative in said board expires at

the close of the municipal year in which such municipal

election is held, shall choose a member of said board for

the term of the two municipal years immediately succeed-

ing : provided, however, that if in any year of a new divi- Pi'o^i^o-

sion of the city into wards, the number of the wards shall

be changed, the terms of ofiice of all the members of said

board shall expire at the end of the municipal year in

w^hich the division is made, and at the municipal election

occurring in such year an overseer of the poor shall be

elected from each ward under such new division. The
board of overseers of the poor so elected shall so assign by
lot the terms of the respective members so elected that

the terms of one half, as near as may be, shall expire each

year thereafter. In case of a vacancy in said board the vacancy.

city council shall fill such vacancy by electing a citizen

from the ward in which said vacancy exists, to serve for


