
Commonweal of husetts 

BY H I S E X C E L L E N C Y 

O L I V E R A M E S , 
G O FERN OR: 

PROCLAMATION 
F O R A D A Y O F P U B L I C 

THANKSGIYING AND PRAISE. 
^ 

In the olden time our pious ancestors, surrounded b j dangers that imperilled their 
existence, annually devoted a day to the giving of public thanks to Almighty God that He had spared their lives and granted 
them so many mercies. 

This custom has continued to the present time, binding the past to the present as v^ith a 
golden thread. In conformity with this revered usage, and in recognition that the people of this Commonwealth have 
enjoyed another year of peace, prosperity and happiness, I hereby appoint, with the advice and consent of the Council, 
THURSDAY, the twenty-ninth day of November next, to be the annual Thanksgiving Day, 

" when from East and from West, 
From North and from South come the pilgrim and guest, 
When the gray-haired New Englander sees round his board 
The old broken links of affection restored." 

Putting aside on that day our usual cares and occupations, as ŵ e assemble in our cus-
tomary places of public worship or in the privacy of our homes, let us be thankful to Almighty God for His many blessings. 

And may our thankfulness be so devoid of selfishness that we remember the erring, the 
unfortunate, and the suffering, and from our abundance contribute to their comfort and happiness. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Boston, this seventeenth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and thirteenth. 

OLIVER AMES. 
By His Rxcellency the Governor, with the Advice of the Council. 

Secretary. 

Saw titt f antmonmeattlt of liassartettji. 


