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hundred and thirty of the acts of the year eiijhteen hun-
dred and eighty-four, chapter two hundred and fourteen

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-seven,

chapter four hundred and twenty-one of the acts of the

year eighteen hundred and ninety, chapter forty of the acts

of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-two, or any act

in amendment thereof, shall refuse to accept or file the

charter, financial statement or other papers, or accept ap-

pointment as attorney for service for any corporation, as-

sociation or other organization doing a business in this

Commonwealth, the transaction of which by domestic cor-

porations is not then permitted by the laws of the Com-
monwealth.

Section 2. This act shall take eflect upon the first
]°^''^\lor^

day of January in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-

five. Approved May 12, 1894.

An Act kelative to the construction of buildings to be /^/.x-,^^ SS9
USED AS THEATRES. -^

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. In no building which shall hereafter be copstruction of

erected, excepting in the city of Boston, and designed to used as^heatres.

be used in whole or in part as a theatre, and in no building

in which hereafter any change or alteration shall be made
for the purpose of using the same as a theatre, shall the

audience hall be placed above the second floor of said

building. The audience hall and each gallery of every
such building shall respectively have at least two inde-

pendent exits, as far apart as may be, and when the audi-

ence hall is on the second floor the stairways from said

floor to the ground floor shall be enclosed with fireproof

walls from the basement floor up, and shall have no con-

nection with the basement or first floor of the building.

Every such exit shall have a width of at least twenty width of

inches for every hundred persons which such hall, or gal-
®''"'''^''•

lery from which it leads, is capable of accommodating

:

provided, that two or more exits of the same aggregate Proviso.

width may be substituted for either of the two exits above
required. None of the exits above required shall be less

than five feet wide. It shall be the duty of such members
of the inspection department of the district police force

as may be assigned to such duty by the chief of such force

to enforce the provisions of this act outside of the city of
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Boston, and for such purpose such inspectors shall have
the right of access to all parts of any building, subject to

the provisions of this act.

Section 2. It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee

or occupant of any building or part thereof subject to this

act to cause the provisions thereof to be carried out, and
any owner, lessee or occupant failing to observe such pro-

visions shall be subject to a fine of not less than fifty nor

more than one thousand dollars ; but no prosecution there-

for shall be brought until four weeks after written notice

from an inspector, as above provided, of the changes nec-

essary to be made in order to conform thereto, nor then if

in the meantime such changes have been made in accord-

ance with such notification. Notice to one member of a
firm, or to the clerk or treasurer of a corporation, or to

the person in charge of the premises, shall be deemed suf-

ficient notice hereunder, and such notice may be given in

person or by mail. Any such owner, lessee or occupant
shall be liable for all damages caused by his violation of

the provisions of this act. Any person using or occupy-
ing a building contrary to the provisions of this act may
be enjoined from such use or occupation in a proceeding

to be had before the superior court, or the supreme judicial

court, at the instance of the inspector, and upon the filing

of a petition therefor any judge or justice of the court in

which such proceeding is pending may issue a temporary
injunction or restraining order, as provided in proceedings

in equity.

Section 3.

tion one of this act shall be so hereafter erected or so

changed or altered, unless in process of erection at the

date of the passage of this act, until a copy of the plans

of such building has been deposited with the inspector of

fiictories and public buildings for the district in which
such building is or is to be located, together with a copy
of such portion of the specifications of such building as

such inspector may require, by the person causing the erec-

tion, construction, change or alteration of such building,

or by the architect who drew such plans and specifications
;

and any such person erecting, constructing, changing or

altering such building, or any architect or other persons

who shall draw such plans and specifications, violating the

provisions of this section, shall be punished by fine of not

less than fifty nor more than one thousand dollars, and

No such building as is mentioned in sec-
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such erection, construction, change or alteration may be

enjoined in a proceeding to be had before the superior or

supreme judicial court, as provided in section two of this

act. Approved May 12, 1894.

An Act regulating the withdrawal of free checks or (JJiap.38S
FREE transfers BY STREET RAILWAY COMPANIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as foUoivs

:

Section 1 . No corporation operating a street railway
]Jj^^^^l^^^f

°^

shall withdraw or discontinue the use of any free checks etc., to be
'

or free transfers from one car or line of cars to another rauroad com-

without the approval of the railroad commissioners.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 12, 1894.

An Act to provide for notice to absent defendants in cer- QJinfj 384
TAIN CASES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section six of chapter one hundred and sixty-four of aifudeid'.^^'

the Public Statutes is hereby amended by inserting in the

ninth line, after the word " direct", the words : — But if

the goods or estate of an absent defendant are attached

and the residence of such defendant is known to the plain-

tiff, and no legal service can ])e made upon such defendant

within this Commonwealth, except by publication, the

court may order personal service to be made on such de-

fendant in such manner as the court may direct, and when
such service has been made as ordered and has been duly
proved, then such defendant shall be held to answer to the

suit, and no further service shall be deemed necessary,—
so as to read as follows : — Section 6. If a defendant is Notice to absent

absent from the Commonwealth or his place of residence clnTin'^careB"

is not known to the officer serving a writ, and no personal

service is made on him, or if the service of a writ is de-

fective or insufficient by reason of mistake on the part of

the plaintiff or officer as to the place where or the person
with whom the summons or copy ought to have been left,

the court upon suggestion thereof by the plaintiff shall

order the action to be continued from term to term until

notice of the suit is given in such manner as tlie court may
direct. But if the goods or estate of an absent defendant

are attached and the residence of such defendant is known


