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An Act to establish the office of state fire marshal. ChavA4:4:

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows :

Sectiox 1. The governor, with the advice and con- Fire marshal,

sent of the council, shall appoint an officer to be known termje'tc.^"''

as the State Fire IMarshal, who shall be a citizen of the

Commonwealth ; to hold office for the term of five years

from the date of his appointment or until his successor is

appointed and qualitied. Said fire marshal may be re-

moved for cause at any time liy the governor with the

advice and consent of the council. The governor and Deputy.

council may, upon the recommendation of the tire marshal,

appoint a deputy marshal to assist him in his duties, and
such deputy may in like manner be removed. In the

event of a vacancy in the office of marshal, or during the

absence or disability of that officer, the deputy marshal

shall perform the duties of the office.

Section 2. The state fire marshal, in the city of Bos- cause, etc., of

ton, and the board of fire engineers in every other city, vestlgated.^eic.

and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is

established, and the board of selectmen in any town in

which no board of fire engineers is established, shall in-

vestigate the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire

occurring in such city or town in which property has been

destroyed or damaged, and shall specially make investi-

o-ation whether such tire was the result of carelessness or

desion. Such investigation shall be begun withui two
days, not including the Lord's da}^ of the occurrence of

such fire, and the fire marshal shall have the right to

•supervise and direct such investigation whenever he deems
it expedient or necessary. The board making investi- Board making

gation of fires occurring in cities and towns, other than repon'to^fire
**^

the city of Boston, may forthwith notify said fire marshal, m^^'siiai-

and shall, within one week of the occurrence of the fire,

furnish to the said fire marshal a written statement of all

the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the

kind, value and ownership of the property destroyed, and
such other information as may be called for by the blanks

provided by the said fire marshal. The fire marshal shall Record of fires,
i ^ ... etc., to De kept.

keep in his office a record of all fires occurring m the

Commonwealth, together with all facts, statistics and cir-

cumstances, including the origin of the fires, which may be

determined by the investigations provided for by this act

;

such record shall at all times be open to public inspec-
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tion, and such portions of it as the insurance commissioner
may deem neoessarv shall Iv transoril^ed and forwarded to

him within fifteen days from the tirst day of January.
Section o. It shall W the duty of s;iid tire marshal to

examine or cause examination to be made into the cau?e,

circumstances and origin of all tires occurring within the

Commonwealth, to which his attention has been called in

accordance with the provisions of section two of this act,

by which property is accidentally or unlawfiilly burned,

destroyed or damaged, and to sj^ecially examine and de-

cide whether the fire was the result of carelessness or the

act of an incendiary. The said fire marshal shall, when
in his opinion said proceedings are necessary, take or

cause to be taken the testimony on oath of all persons

sup{x>sed to be cognizant of any tacts or to hare means
of knowledge in relation to the matters as to which an
examination is herein required to be made, and shall cause

the same to be reduced to wi-iting ; and if he shall be of

opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any
person with the crime of arson he shall cause such person
to be arrested and charged with such otience. and shall

furnish to the proper district attorney all such evidence,

together with the names of witnesses and all the informa-

tion obtained by him, including a copy of all pertinent

and material testimony taken in the case ; and he shall

report to the insurance commissioner, as often as such
commissioner shall require, his proceedings and the prog-
ress made in all prosecutions for arson, and the result of

all cases which are finally disposed of.

Sectiox 4. The fire marshal and deputy fii-e marshal shall

each have the powers of a trial justice for the purpose of
summoning and compeUing the attendance of witnesses

before them or either of them, to testify in relation to any
matter wMch is, by the provisions of this act, a subject of

inquiry and investigation. Said fire marshal and deputy
fire marshal may also administer oaths and aJfirmations to

persons appearing as witnesses l>efore them; and false

swearing in any matter or proceeding aforesaid shall he
deemed peijnry, and shall be punished as such. Said
:' marshal and his subordinates shall have authority, at

rimes of the day or night, in the performance of the

duties imposed by the provisions of this act. to enter

upon and examine any building or premises where any
fire has ooeurred, and other bmldings and premises ad-
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joining or near the same. All investigations held bv or investigations

under the direction of the tire marshal may in his disore-
""^ v^ix^^e.

tion be private, and persons other than those required to

lie present by the provisions of this act may be excluded
from the place where such investigation is held, and wit-

nesses may be kept separate and apart from each other

and not allowed to communicate with each other until

they have been examined.
Sectiox 5. The hre marshal, the tire commissioners Certain officers

,. ^

,

. . T-» 11 1 .• » • •
1 1 niav enter

ot the City ot Boston, the board ot tre engmeers in all baiuings. etc.,

towns and cities where such board is established, and the MlSiSS>n.°*

mayor and aldermen in cities and the selectmen in towns **"^'

where no board of fire engineers exists, shall have the

right at all reasonable hours, for the purposes of examina-
tion, to enter into and upon all buildings and premises

within their jurisdiction. "Whenever any of said officers

shall find in any building or upon any premises com-
bustible material or inflammable conditions dangerous to

the safety of such building or premises they shall order

the same to be removed or remedied, and such order shall

be forthwith complied with by the o^^^ler or occupant of

said building or premises : provided^ however^ that if the Proviso,

said owner or occupant shall deem himself aggrieved by
such order he may. within twenty-four hours, appeal to

the fire marshal, and the cause of the complaint shall be
at once investigated by the dii-ection of the latter, and
unless by his authority the order of the board above
named is revoked, such order shall remain in force and
be forthwith complied with by said owner or occupant.

The fire marshal, tii'e commissioners, tire engineers, mayor
and aldermen, or selectmen, as aforesaid, shall make an
immediate investigation as to the presence of combustible

material or the existence of inflammable conditions in any
building or upon any jn-emises under their jurisdiction,

upon complaint of any person having an interest in said

buildings or premises or propertv adjacent thereto. Anv penalty for
'

u. .' 1 -1 !• '
'

•
i.'

•!• / failan? to com-
owner or occupant ot buildmgs or premises, tailing to piy with orders,

comply with the orders of the authorities above-specified,

shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars nor
more than fifty dollars for each day's neglect.

Section' (i. Any city or town officer referred to in Fenaityior

section two who neglects or refuses to comply with any ceftainoffi«r»

of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a fine ^° •"°'"P'y-

of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two
hundred dollars.
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expenses, etc. Sectiox 7. The fire marshal shall receive an annual
salary of forty-five hundred dollars, and the deputy fire

marshal twenty-five hundred dollars. Said fire marshal
may employ clerks and assistants, and incur such expenses
as may be necessary in the performance of his duties, not
to exceed such sum as the p^eneral court may appropriate
each year, all of which shall ])e paid out of the treasury
of the Commonwealth. The insurance commissioner shall

approve all accounts of the fire marshal before they are

submitted to the auditor of the Commonwealth for pay-
ment, and the said accounts shall be allowed in the same
manner as other claims against the Commonwealth.

Section 8. The fire marshal shall have an ofiice in the

city of Boston, shall not engage in any other business,

and he or his deputy shall at all times be in the city of

Boston, ready for such duties as are required hy this act.

The rent of his ofiice shall be audited and })aid as pro-
vided for in section seven.

Section 9. The fire marshal shall submit annually, as

early as consistent with full and accurate preparation,
and not later than the fifteenth day of February, a de-
tailed report of his ofiicial action to the insurance com-
missioner, who shall embody the material portions thereof
in his annual report to the general court.

Section 10. Chapter four hundred and fifty-one of
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine,

chapter three hundred and fifty-four of the acts of the

year eighteen hundred and eighty-six and all other acts

inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 11. This act, so far as giving authority to

appoint and confirm a fire marshal and a deputy fire mar-
shal is concerned, shall take eft'ect upon its passage, and
for all other purposes shall take eftect thirty days after its

passage ; and the fire marshal of the city of Boston shall

continue in office and have all the powers now conferred
' upon him by law and shall discharge the duties of his

office for thirty days after the passage of this act, and
until the state fire marshal is appointed and confirmed.

Approved June 1, 1894.

Ch(ip.4:4:5 Ax Act to authorize the towx of LINCOLN to refund por-

tions OF ITS AVATER DEUT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The town of Lincoln, for the purpose of
refunding such portions of its water delit now outstanding

To report
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RepeaL

When to take
effect.

Lincoln Water
Loan.


