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attorney-general, or of any stockholder, or of any inter-

ested partj^ enforce all lawful orders and decisions of said

commissioner made in pursuance of the provisions of this

act and all provisions of law herein contained respecting
such companies. Ajoproved June 5, 1S94.

Chcip.4.D3 ^'^ ^CT PROVIDING FOB THE CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF THE SUF-

FOLK COUNTy COURT HOUSE.

Custody and
control of Suf-
folk county
court house.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloics

:

Section 1. Upon the completion of the Suffolk county
courthouse, erected in pursuance of chapter three hundred
and seventy-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and eighty-five, the care, custody and control of such court

house shall be in the justices of the supreme judicial court,

who may, for this purpose, appoint a custodian and such
other officers as they may deem necessary, determine their

term of service, and may remove them and appoint others

in their place. The compensation of such custodian and
other officers shall be fixed ])y the said justices, and shall

be paid by the city of Boston.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Ajij^roved June 6, 1894.

Commissioner
of wires to be
appointed.

CJiap.4:54: ^^ ^*^^ RELATING TO WIRES AND ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES IN THE
CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloics

:

Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston shall,

within thirty days after the passage of this act, appoint,

subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen of said

city, a commissioner of wires, w^ho shall have charge of a

department in said city to be known as the wire depart-

ment ; but if the board of aldermen fail to confirm a com-
missioner of wires as aforesaid, within sixty days after

an appointment by the mayor, then the mayor shall ap-

point the said commissioner of wires and no confirma-

tion shall be required. Said commissioner shall receive

an annual salary of five thousand dollars, or such other

sum as said city shall by ordinance provide, and shall

hold office for the term of three years besinning with the

first day of May in the year of his appointment. It shall

be the duty of said commissioner, and he shall have the

exclusive authority, to cause to be removed from the

Salary, term
powers and
duties, etc.



Acts, 1894.— Chap. 454. 517

streets of said city, within the section hereinafter pre-

scrilied, or from above said streets, all wires, cables and
condnctors in and above said streets and above the surface

thereof, and all poles and structures in said streets used

for the support of the same, except such structures, poles,

wires, cables and conductors as are hereinafter excepted,

and to cause all such wires, cables and conductors to be

placed, maintained and operated underground, in accord-

ance with the provisions of this act ; and he shall have

general supervision and inspection of all wires, cables and
conductors in said city, and shall have and exercise all the

powers of the officer provided for in section three of chap-

ter four hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and ninety. The provisions of chapter two hun- isss, 266, etc.,

dred and sixty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred

and eighty-five, and all other acts relating to the depart-

ments of the city of Boston or the officers or employees

thereof, shall apply to said commissioner.

Section 2. Said commissioner shall within thirty days certain wires,
etc. to be

after he shall have been duly appointed and confirmed and renioved or

in each January thereafter until the work in the section of Irmmdy"
^'^'

said city hereinafter bounded is completed, prescribe, and
give public notice thereof in at least two daily newspapers
in said city by advertisement therein twice a week for

two weeks in succession, a portion of that section of said

city bounded southerly by Dover street, westerly by Berke-

ley street and Charles river, northerly by Charles river,

easterly by Boston harbor and Fort Point channel, within

which portion all wires, cal)les and conductors, except

such as are hereafter excepted, shall be during that cal-

endar year removed or placed underground, but the total

area of such portion of said section so prescribed for each

calendar year shall not comprise more than one fourth nor
less than one sixth of the entire area of said section of

said city ; and said commissioner shall cause the owners
or users of such wires, cables or conductors to remove or

place them underground, and also to remove any poles or

structures used in the streets or portion of streets in any
such prescribed portion of said section, to support such

wires, cables or conductors, except when, in the judgment
of said commissioner, it is impracticable or inexpedient to

remove any such wires, cables, conductors, poles or struct-

ures, it being the purpose and intent of this act to cause

the removal from the public streets, avenues and highways
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Not to place
certain Btiuct-

ures in pre-
scribed Bectlon,
except, etc.

Notice to be
given of the
paving of cer-

tain streets, etc.

Certain rights
not impaired.

of said section of said city, prior to the first day of Jan-

uary in the year nineteen hundred, of all such wires, cables

and conductors, and all poles or structures not herein es-

pecially excepted, used for the support of such wires, cables

or conductors whenever, in the judgment of said commis-
sioner, the same is practicable and expedient ; and in the

event of the construction of a subway, tunnel or elevated

railroad, the feed and return wires of street railroads may
be placed or carried in or upon the same, with the con-

sent of said commissioner.

Section 3. After such portion of said section shall

have been prescribed as aforesaid, no person, firm or cor-

poration shall place any poles or other structures for the

support of wires, cables or conductors, except those herein

especially excepted, in any streets or portions of streets in

such portion of said section except temporarily, in the case

of an emergency, with the consent of said commissioner

:

and if after the expiration of that calendar year there shall

remain in such streets or portions of streets any poles,

structures, wires, cables or conductors which the said com-
missioner shall have ordered to be removed or placed

underground, the said commissioner shall cause the same
to be removed ; and the said city may collect the expense
of such removal, if any, from the owners or users, by an
action at law.

Section 4. Whenever it shall be determined by the

authorized municipal authority to pave or repave any
street or portion of a street, avenue or highway in said

section of said city, public notice thereof shall be given

by said commissioner, in the manner provided in section

two of this act, before the l^eginning of said work, and
any person, firm or corporation duly authorized by law at

the time to lay or erect and maintain wires in said sec-

tion shall, if so ordered by said commissioner, place its

pipes, conduits, wires, cables, and conductors underground
through said street or portion of said street within such

time as shall be specified in said notice, and thereafter no
person, firm or corporation shall place any wires, poles or

other structures in or above, or, without the express per-

mission of the mayor and aldermen of said city, lay any
pipes, conduits, wires, cables or conductors through said

street or portion of said street, unless especially excepted

by this act ; but this provision shall not be construed to

prevent any such person, firm or corporation from there-
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after, upon permit from the superintendent of streets in

said city, making necessary repairs or service connections

with conduits, pipes, wires, cables or conductors laid in

such street or portion of such street, or drawing wires or

cables into the conduits constructed therein.

Section 5. When any person, firm or corporation Maps to be
.. .,T , ,

• 11 tiled with com.
operating or mtendmg to operate wires, cables or con- missionerin

ductors In said section of said city shall desire, or be "^'^^''^ '"'^''^'

required, to place the same underground in any of the

streets, avenues or highways of said section, and for that

purpose to remove the same from above the surface thereof,

and shall have been duly authorized so to do, it shall be
ol)ligatory upon such person, firm or corporation to file

with said commissioner a map or maps made to scale,

showing the streets, avenues or other highways which are

desired or required to be used for said purposes, and
giving the location, dimensions and course of the under-

ground conduit or conductor desired or required to be
constructed.

Section 6. Whenever in any of the streets, avenues Peftnit to devi-

or other highways in said section, and those mentioned ground syBtem'

in section four of this act, the public interests do not, in iT/ertafncaeel

the opinion of said commissioner, require the electrical

conductors to be placed underground, and whenever it is

deemed by said commissioner upon examination to be for

any cause impracticable or inexpedient for the electrical

wires, cables or conductors of any person, firm or corpo-

ration to be placed or operated underground, then, and in

either of those cases, it shall be the duty of said commis-
sioner to examine and grant the application of any such '

person, firm or corporation for permission to deviate from
said underground system, subject however to the regula-

tion and control of the mayor and aldermen, of the location,

erection and maintenance of the poles or structures neces-

sary to be used for sustaining such wires, cables or con-

ductors ; and a copy of every such permit shall be kept
on file in the office of said commissioner, and shall be
recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose, which
shall be at all times accessible to the public.

Section 7. Said commissioner may designate in said commissioner
"^ , , ~

. , . may designate

City the distances between the overhead electrical wires, distances be-

T . 1 J /• n j_' tween overhead
cables or conductors oi any person, firm or corporation, wires, etc.

and those of any other person, firm or corporation, and
may regulate the direction in which such wires, cables or
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conductors shall be run for any pu7'pose from a fixture

upon or from the top of any iDuilding to the point of
Wires, etc., to enterino; any buiklinoj for service ; and every person, firm
be kept at least ~ y .

~
. ,.''.' '

.

eight feet or corporatioH ownmg, operatmg or mamtammg any wire,

buud1ng8°.
^

" cable or conductor over any building in said city shall,

notwithstanding any agreement to the contrary, keep such
wire, cable or conductor at least eight feet above the

highest part of the roof of such building as the roof may
be at the time of placing the wire, cable or conductor, or
as it ma}^ be thereafter at any time raised by the owner
thereof, and shall keep and maintain any structure placed
upon any building for the support of any wire, cable or
conductor to the satisfaction of said commissioner.

Say abatl°or Section 8. Tlic Said commissioner, in case of the neg-

et"°^^
'*''°^'^'"' lect or refusal of any person, firm or corporation to com-

ply with any requirements made by said commissioner
under authority of this act, may proceed in a summary
manner to abate or remove any danger which he deems
likely to result from the requirement not being complied
with.

fo'^rMw^f^ Section 9. This act shall not apply to long distance
trolley wires, telephone wircs, or to railway trolley, ouard or span wires,
etc., nor revoke } a a' ji 7 /• i " i • i

certain rights or to posts lor the support oi lamps exclusively, or to
a^rea y gran e

, p^j^g uscd cxclusivcly for local distribution from under-
ground wires, cables or conductors, or for the support of
railway trolley, guard and span wires, nor revoke any
rights already granted to any person, firm or corporation

to place or maintain any conduits, pipes, wires, cables or

conductors underground, but any such conduits, pipes,

wires, cal)les or conductors laid hereafter in pursuance of
any such grant shall be laid subject to the provisions of
this act not inconsistent with the terms of said grant.

For the purpose of this act, no wire shall be deemed a
long distance telephone wire which is not connected with
some central telephone office in said city and does not ex-

tend twenty-five miles at least in a direct line from said

central office.

liedTi^th'com^^ Section 10. All persons, firms or corporations own-
missioner.

jjjg qj. operating electrical wires, cables or conductors in

said city shall, on or before the first day of October in the

year eighteen hundred and ninety-four, file with the said

commissioner a statement of the number and general loca-

tion of all their electrical conduits, wires, cables and con-

. .
ductors within that section of Boston as bounded in section

two of this act.
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Section 11. It shall be the duty of the superintend- opISngInd
ent of streets of said city and he shall have the power to "^''^^J'Py'^s

issue, subject to the usual conditions, all permits for open-

ing and occupying the streets of said city necessary to

carry out the intent of this act, upon application of said

commissioner.

Section 12. The city engineer, the superintendent of Board of appeal.

streets, and the chairman of the board of tire commission-

ers of said city shall constitute a board of appeal, of

which board the city engineer shall be chairman, to which
application may be made by petition in writing by any
person, firm or corporation aggrieved by the acts or deci-

sion of said commissioner, done or made in pursuance of

this act. Said petition shall set forth the specific grievance

relied upon and shall be filed with the chairman of said

board of appeal within ten clays from the date of said act

or decision causing said grievance, and said board after

notice given as prescribed in section two of this act shall

give a hearing thereon, and may either approve or revoke

said act or decision of said commissioner.

Section 13. The supreme iudicial court and any ius- Enforcement of
•

•/ t^ orders etc
tice thereof, and the superior court and any justice thereof,

shall, on petition of said commissioner, have jurisdiction

in equity to enforce the provisions of this act or any order

of the commissioner issued under said provisions, and to

compel compliance therewith.

Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Ax>provecl June 6, 1894.

An Act relative to the licensing of plumbers and the QJinj) 455
SUPERVISION OF THE BUSINESS OF PLUMBING.

Be it enacted^ etc.^ asfollotvs:

Section 1. No person, firm or corporation shall engage Licensing of

in or work at the business of plumbing, either as a master ^ "™ ^^^' ^
°'

or employing plumber, or as a journeyman plumber, un-
less such person, firm or corporation has received a license

or certificate therefor in accordance with the provisions of

this act. The words " practical plumber", as used in this

act, shall be deemed to mean a person who has learned the

business of plumbing, by working for at least two years

either as an apprentice or under a verbal agreement for

instruction, and who has then worked for at least one year

as a first class journeyman plumber. The word "journey-


