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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections six C and six 
D of chapter forty of the General Laws, the town of West Stockbridge is 
hereby authorized, at a special town election called for such a purpose, 
to submit the provisions of said section six C to the registered voters of 
such town for acceptance, in the form of the following question, which 
shall be placed on the official ballot used at such special town election: 
"Shall the town vote to accept the provisions of section six C of chapter 
forty of the General Laws, which authorize cities and towns to 
appropriate money for the removal of snow and ice from private ways 
therein open to public use?" 

If a majority of the votes in answer to said question is in the 
affirmative, then said section shall thereupon take full effect in such 
town, but not otherwise. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved December 1, 1987. 

Chapter 530. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
OF THE TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN TO SELECT THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS AND TO 
DETERMINE THE SALARIES OF THE MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section twenty-four of 
chapter forty-one of the General Laws or any other general or special 
law to the contrary, the board of selectmen of the town of Fairhaven 
shall select a suitable person, who need not be a resident of said town, 
chairman of the board of assessors, and the members of the board of 
assessors shall receive such salaries as the selectmen may determine. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved December 1, 1987. 

Chapter 531. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
OF THE TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN TO APPOINT THE 
COLLECTOR OF TAXES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1.- Notwithstanding the provisions of section one of chapter 
forty-one of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the 
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contrary, the board of selectmen of the town of Fairhaven shall appoint 
a suitable person, who need not be a resident of the town, collector of 
taxes for a term of not more than three years and may remove him at 
any time for cause after a hearing. Upon the taking of the oath of office 
by such person so appointed, the term of the existing collector of taxes 
shall terminate. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved December 1, 1987. 

Chapter 532. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
OF THE TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN TO APPOINT THE 
TOWN TREASURER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one of chapter 
forty-one of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the 
contrary, the board of selectmen of the town of Fairhaven shall appoint 
a suitable person, who need not be a resident of said town, town 
treasurer for a term of one to three years, and may remove him at any 
time for cause after a hearing. Upon the taking of the oath of office by 
such person so appointed, the term of the existing town treasurer shall 
terminate. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved December 1, 1987. 

Chapter 533. AN ACT RELATIVE TO MORTGAGE DISCHARGES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to immediately provide for the timely issuance of 
mortgage discharges, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency 
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 55 of chapter 183 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the 
following six paragraphs:-

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if such mortgagee fails to make such 
discharge or to execute and acknowledge a deed of release of the 
mortgage within thirty days from receipt of payment of the mortgage in 
accordance with the payoff statement furnished to the mortgagor by the 
said mortgagee, an at torney-at-law licensed to practice in the 
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