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An Act to incorporate the Sheffield -water company. ChaV.12S
Be it enacted, etc., asfolloivs;

Section 1. HaiTy S. Andrews, WilliaDi H. Dresser, shefiieid water

William H. Little and Theodore C. Wickwire, their asso- incorp''o°rlted.

ciates and successors, are hereby made a corporation by
the name of the Sheffield Water Company, for the purpose
of supplying- the inhabitants of the town of Shelfield with

water for the extinguishment of fires and for domestic,

manufacturing and other purposes ; with all the powers
and privileges and subject to all the duties, restrictions

and liabilities set forth in all general laws which now are

or may hereafter be in force applicable to such corpora-

tions.

Section 2. Said corporation, for the purposes afore- May take
• 1 1 .1 ' ^ 1 ii- certain waters,

said, may lease, take, acquire by purchase or otherwise, lands, etc.

and hold the waters of any brook or brooks, spring or

springs, within the limits of said town of Sheffield, and
all water rights connected therewith, and obtain and take

water by means of bored, driven, artesian or other wells,

on land within the limits of said town of Sheffield, and
hold and convey said waters through said town ; and may
also take and hold, by lease or otherwise, all lands, rights

of way and easements necessary for holding and preserv-

ing such water and convej^ing the same to any part of

said town, and erect on the lands thus taken or held

proper dams, fixtures or other structures ; and may make
excavations, procure and operate machinery, and pro-

vide such other means and appliances as may be necessary

for the establishment and maintenance of complete and
effective water works ; and may construct and lay down
conduits, pipes and other works, over and under any lands,

water courses, railroads, highways, town ways, public or

private ways of any nature, kind or description, and
along such ways, and in such manner as not unnecessarily

to obstruct the same ; and for the purpose of constructing,

maintaining and repairing said conduits, pipes and other

works, and for all proper purposes of this act, said cor-

poration may dig up any such lands, and enter upon and
dig up any such ways : jorovided, however, that said com- Provisos.

pany shall not enter upon and dig up any public ways
except upon the approval of the board of selectmen of

the town in which such ways are situated, after a public

hearing by said board of which at least ten days' notice



112 Acts, 1895.— Chap. 123.

Description of
lands, etc., to

be recorded.

Damages.

Distribution of
water, etc.

shall be given by publisliino; an attested copy of said

notice in a newspaper })ublislied in said town, if any, and
by posting an attested copy of said notice in at least tive

public places in said town ; and j^^'ovided, further, that no
hearing shall be necessary in cases where said ways are to

be entered upon and dug up by said company for the pur-

pose of constructing extensions to its plant and maintain-

ing and repairing such conduits, pipes and other works.
Section 3. The said corporation shall, within sixty

days of the taking of any lands, rights of way, water
rights, water sources or easements as aforesaid, other than
by purchase, tile and cause to be recorded in the registry

of deeds for the southern district of the county of Berk-
shire a description thereof sufficiently accurate for identi-

fication, with a statement of the purposes for which the

same was taken, signed by the president of the corpora-

tion.

Section 4. The said corporation shall pay all dam-
ages sustained by any person in property by the taking

of any land, right of way, water, water source, water
right or easement, or by any other thing done by said

corporation under the authority of this act. Any })erson

sustaining damages as aforesaid under this act, who fails

to agree with the said corporation as to the amount of

damages sustained, may have the damages assessed and
determined in the manner provided by law when land is

taken for the laying out of highways, on application at

any time within the period of two years from the taking

of such land or other property or the doing of any injury

under the authority of this act ; but no such application

shall be made after the expiration of the said two years.

No application for assessment of damages shall be made
for the taking of any water, water rights or water source,

or for any injuries thereto, until the water is actually

withdrawn or diverted by the said corporation under the

authority of this act.

Section 5. The said corporation may distribute the

water through said town of Sheffield, may regulate the

use of said water and fix and collect the rates to be paid

for the use of the same ; and may make such contracts

with the said town or with any fire district that is or may
hereafter be established therein, or with any individual or

corporation, to supply water for the extinguishment of

fire or for any purpose, as may be agreed upon by said
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town or such fire district, individual or corporation, and
said corporation, and may establish pu]>lic fountains and
hydrants and relocate and discontinue the same.

Section 6. The said corporation may, for the pur- Reai estate,

poses set forth in this act, hold real estate not exceeding ^^^^^'-^^
^^°^^

in value ten thousand dollars, and the whole capital stock
of the said corporation shall not exceed thirty thousand
dollars, to be divided into shares of one hundred dollars

each.

Section 7. Immediately after the payment of the certificate of

capital stock of said company a certificate of that fact and capiTauo^be

of the manner in which the same has been paid in, and at
^^®'^"

the time of making the certificate has been invested, or

voted by the corporation to be invested, signed and sworn
to by the president, treasurer and a majority at least of
the directors and approved by the commissioner of cor-

porations, shall be filed in the ofiice of the secretary of
the Commonwealth. A conversance to the corporation of
property, real or personal, at a fair valuation, shall be
deemed a sufiicient paying in of the capital stock to the

extent of such value, if a statement is inchided in the cer-

tificate, made, signed and sworn to by its president, treas-

urer and a majority of its directors, giving a description

of such property and the value at which it has been taken
in payment, in such details as the commissioner of cor-

porations shall require or approve, and endorsed with his

certificate that he is satisfied that said valuation is fair and
reasonable.

Section 8. Said corporation may issue bonds and May issue

secure the same by a mortgage on its franchise and other bonds, etc.

property to an amount not exceeding its capital stock

actually paid in. The proceeds of all bonds so issued

shall only be expended in the extension of the works of
the company and for the payment of expenditures actually

made in the construction of the works, over and above
the amount of the capital stock actually paid in.

Section 9. The capital stock hereinlDefore authorized ^^^l'? "^'"^''^v.
1 11 1 . 1 1 • 1 •

and bonds to be
sliali be issued only in such amounts as may from time to approved by
,. . j_-

'^

J" 1 ii . . ,. commissioner
time upon investigation by the commissioner oi corpora- of corporations.

tions, be deemed by him to be reasonably requisite for

the purposes for which such issue of stock or bonds has
been avithorized. His decision approving such issues

shall specify the respective amounts of stock and bonds
authorized to be issued and the purposes to which the
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proceeds thereof are to be applied. A certificate setting

forth his decision shall be filed in the office of the secre-

tary of the Commonwealth before the certificates of stock

or the bonds are issued. And the proceeds of such stock

or bonds shall not be applied to any purpose not specified

in such decision.

Section 10. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts,

pollutes or diverts any of the waters taken or held under
this act, or injures any structure, work or other projierty

owned, held or used by the persons herein named, or their

successors or assigns, under the authority and for the i)ur-

poses of this act, shall forfeit and pay to said persons

above-named, their successors or assigns, three times the

amount of damages assessed therefor, to be recovered by
an action of toil ; whoever wilfully or wantonly corrui)ts,

pollutes or diverts any of the waters taken or held under
this act, or injures any structure, work or other property

owned, held or used under the authority of and for the

purposes of this act, shall be punished by a fine not ex-

ceeding three hundred dollars or by imprisonment not

exceeding one year.

Section 11. The town of Sheffield shall have the right

at any time to take, by purchase or otherwise, the fran-

chise, cor{)orate property and all the rights and privileges

of said corporation, on payment to said corporation of the

actual cost of its franchise, works and property of all

kinds held under the provisions of this act, including in

such cost interest on each expenditure from its date to the

date of said purchase or taking, as herein provided, at the

rate of five per cent, per annum. If the cost of maintain-

ing and operating the works of said corporation shall ex-

ceed in any year the income deri\ed from said works by
said corporation for that year, then such excess shall be

added to the total cost ; and if the income derived from

said works by said corporation exceeds in any year the

cost of maintaining and operating said works for that 3'ear,

then such excess shall l)e deducted from the total cost.

An itemized statement of the receipts and expenditures of

the said corpoi-ation shall be annually su1)mitte(l to the

selectmen of the town of Sheffield, and by said selectmen

to the citizens of said town. If said corporation has in-

curred indebtedness the amount of such indebtedness

out.standing at the time of such taking shall be assumed by
said town and shall l)e deducted from the amount required
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to be paid by said town to said corporation under the

foregoing provisions of this section. This authority to

purchase such franchise and property is granted on con-

dition that tlie purchase is assented to hy said town by a

two thirds vote of the voters of said town present and
voting thereon at a meeting legally called for that pur-

pose.

Section 12. Said town may, for the purpose of pay- Sheffield water

ing the cost of said corporate property and the necessary
^°^""

expenses and liabilities incurred under the provisions of

this act, issue from time to time bonds, notes or scrip to

an amount not exceeding in the aggregate seventy thou-

sand dollars ; such bonds, notes or scrip shall bear on
their face the words, Sheffield Water Loan, shall be pay-
able at the expiration of periods not exceeding thirty

years from date of issue, shall bear interest payable semi-

annually at a rate not exceeding six per centum per
annum, and shall be signed by the treasurer of the town
and countersigned by the water commissioners hereinafter

provided for. The said town may sell such securities at

public or private sale, or })ledge the same for money bor-

rowed for the purposes of this act, upon such terms and
conditions as it may deem proper. The said town shall sinking fund.

provide at the time of contracting said loan for the estal>

lishment of a sinking fund, and shall annually contribute

to such fund a sum sufficient with the accumulations
thereof to pay the principal of said loan at maturity. The
said sinking fund shall remain in\aolate and pledged to

the payment of said loan and shall be used for no other

purpose.

Section 13. Said town instead of establishins^ a sink- May provide•/>! 1 • /» !•• -11 annual
mg fund may, at the time oi authorizing said loan, pro- payments on

vide for the payment thereof in annual payments of such
amounts as will in the aggregate extinguish the same
within the time prescribed in this act, and when such vote

has been passed the amount required thereby shall without
further vote be assessed by the assessors of said town in

each year thereafter until the debt incurred by said loan

shall be extinguished, in the same manner as other taxes

are assessed under the provisions of section thirty-four of

chapter eleven of the Public Statutes.

Section 14. The return required by section ninety- Return to state

one of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes shall state the ing fund, etc.

amount of any sinking fund established under this act,
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and if none is established -whether action has been taken
in accordance with the })rovisions of the preceding section,

and the amounts raised and applied thereunder for the

current j'ear.

Section 15. Said town shall raise annually by taxa-

tion a sum which with the income derived from the Mater

rates will be suthcient to pay the current annual expenses

of operating its water works and the interest as it accrues

on the bonds, notes and scrip issued as aforesaid by said

town, and to make such contributions to the sinking fund

and payments on the princii)al as may be required under

the provisions of this act.

Section 16. Said toAvn shall, after its purchase of

said corporate property as provided in this act, at a legal

meeting called for the pur})ose elect by ballot three per-

sons to hold office, one until the expiration of three years,

one until the expiration of two years and one until the

expiration of one year from the next succeeding annual

town meeting, to constitute a board of water commis-
sioners ; and at each annual town meeting thereafter one

such commissioner shall be elected by ballot for the term

of three years. All the authority granted to the said

town by this act and not otherwise specially provided for

shall be vested in said board of water commissioners, who
shall be subject however to such instructions, rules and
regulations as said town may impose by its vote. The
said commissioners shall be trustees of the sinking fund

herein provided for and a majority of said commissioners

shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business

relative both to the water works and the sinking fund.

Any vacancy occurring in said board from any cause may
be tilled for the remainder of the unexpired term by said

town at any legal town meeting called for the purpose.

Section 17. Upon application of the owner of any
land, water or water rights taken under this act, the

county commissioners for the county in which such land,

water or water rights are situated, shall require said cor-

poration to give satisfactory security for the payment of

all damages and costs which may be awarded such owner
for the land or other property so taken ; but j)revious to

requiring such security the said county commissioners

shall, if application therefor is made by either party,

make an estimate of the damages which may result from

such taking ; and the said county commissioners shall in
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like manner require further security if at any time tlie

security before required appears to tliem to have become
insufficient ; and all the right or authority of said cor-

poration to enter upon or use such land or other property,

except for the purpose of making surveys, shall be sus-

pended until it gives the security required.

Section 18. This act shall take effect upon its passage, when to take

but shall become void unless work under this act is com-
^

menced within three years from the date of its passage.

Approved March 16, 1893.

An Act to provide for an increase in the number of wards in
(JJinq^ 1 04

THE CITY OF TAUNTON, AND IN THE NUMBER OF ALDERMEN AND
"'

COMMON COUNCILMEN.

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section two of chapter two hundred and is82, m, §2,

eleven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

two is hereby amended by striking out the word " eight",

in the fourth line, and inserting in place thereof the word :— nine, — also by striking out the word "twenty-four",
in the lifth line, and inserting in place thereof the word

:

— twenty-seven, — so as to read as follows :— /Section 2. Government
rrn , . , . vested in mayor
The administration of all the fiscal, pnidential and munici- and city council.

pal affairs of said city, with the government thereof, shall

be vested in a mayor, one council of nine to be called the

board of aidemien, and one council of twenty-seven to be
called the common council ; which boards, in their joint

capacity, shall be called the city council ; and the mem-
bers thereof shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of
their duties. A majority of each board shall constitute a
quorum for business.

Section 2. Section three of said chapter is hereby 1882, 211, § 3,

amended by striking out all after the word "shall", in the
*™®°'^®'^-

first line, and inserting in place thereof the following :
—

be divided into nine wards. The city council of said city

of Taunton shall, on or before the first day of May in the

year eighteen hundred and ninety-five, fix the boundaries
of said wards, and once in five years thereafter may alter

the boundaries of said wards, so as to establish, maintain
and preserve, as nearly as may be consistent with well

defined limits to each ward, an equal number of voters

in each ward,— so as to read as follows:

—

Section 3. ^o*be°dhided*°°

The city of Taunton shall be divided into nine wards, into nine wards.

The city council of said city of Taunton shall, on or before


