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An Act to kxtend the powers ok the blue hill evangelical (7^rt?j,277
SOCIETY.

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows:

Section 1. The Blue Hill Evanirelictil Society may May take and

take and hold real and personal estate for the i)urpose of per'sJuai estate.

establishing and maintaining a free piiljlic reading room
and library, and for other benevolent, philanthropic or

educational purposes.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Apin'oved April 14, 1897.

An Act to authorize the city ok Cambridge to take certain
(JJiavJ^iiS

RIGHTS, privileges, PROPERTY AND EASEMENTS OK THE KITCH-

BURG RAILROAD COMPANY AND OTHERS NEAR KKESII I'OND IN

CAMBRIDGE.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs

:

Section 1. The city of Cambridge, in addition to the May take ami

powers and authority hitherto given and conferred in the ri't'htK?priv!-

establiahment, enlargement and })reservation of its water ^''^^''' '^^"•

supply, and especially for the better preservation of the

purity of the waters of Fresh Pond in said Cambridge,
at any time within two years from the passage of this act

may take and hold by purchase or otherwise all the rights,

privileges, property and easements which the Fitchburg

Kailroad Company have in and to any land, real estate

and locations hitherto granted to and accpiired by said

railroad company in Caml)ridge, included within the area

of lands hitherto taken, now owned in fee or otherwise

and controlled by said city in, under and around Fresh
Pond, within the boundaries hereinafter described, and
also any and all the rights, privileges and property of

any and all other persons or corporations in and to any
land, rights of way, easements and real estate now cov-

ered by and included in such or other railroad locations

now or heretofore existing in Cambridge as aforesaid, and
lying within the territory bounded as follows, to wit:—
Southeasterly by the Watertown branch of the Fitchl)urg

railroad ; northeasterly by Concord avenue ; northwesterly

by the boundary line between said Cambridge and the

town of Belmont ; and southwesterly by Huron avenue.

Section 2. Said city shall, within sixty days after
^f,^'^'"'};,'^.''"^"^

taking for the purposes of this act any lands, rights, be recorded,
6bC*
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DeBcriptioii of privileges, property and easements, as herein i)r()vided,

be iccoide'a, otherwise than by purchase, tile and eause to he recorded

in the registry of deeds for the southern district of Mid-
dk'scx county a copy of the record of the })rocecdings of

said taking, with a statement of the purpose for which che

same were taken, which statement shall l)e signed l>y the

mayor ; and said proceedings of taking may be had and
made by one act of taking of any and all raih'oad loca-

tions, rights, privileges and easements as aforesaid of the

said Fitchburg Railroad Company, and of all other per-

sons and corporations within said boundaries, and the

description as aforesaid of said boundaries shall be suffi-

cient for the identification of the property taken ; and
within said sixty days said city shall cause a notice of

such taking to be sent by mail to the president of the

Fitchburg Railroad Company and to be j^ublished in some
one newspaper published in said Cambridge, and also hi

some one newspaper published in Boston in the county

of Suffolk, once a week for three successive weeks.
Damages. Section 3. Said city shall be liable to pay all dam-

ages sustained in property by any person or corporation

l)y reason of the taking of any land, right or easement,

or by any other thing done by said city under the author-

ity of tliis act. If any one sustaining damages as afore-

said does not agree with said city upon the amount of said

dauiage he may within two years from such taking, and

not afterwards, apply by petition for an assessment of the

danmge to the superior court in the county in which the

property taken or damaged is situated. Such petition

may be iiled at any time within said two years in the

office of the clerk of said court, who shall thereupon

issue a summons to said city, returnable at tlie next re-

turn day after the expiration of fourteen days from the

tiUng of the petition. The summons shall be served four-

teen days at least before the day on which it is returnable,

by leaving a copy thereof and of the petition, certitied by
the officer who served the same, with the clerk of said city,

and the court may u[)on default or hearing of said city ap-

point three disinterested persons, who shall, after reason-

able notice to the parties, assess the damages, if any, which

such petitioner may have sustained as aforesaid, and the

award of the persons so appointed, or a major part of

them, being returned into and accepted by the court shall

be final, and judgment shall be rendered and execution
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issued thereon for the prevailing party, with costs, unless

one of the parties claims a trial by jury, as hereinafter

provided.

Section 4. If either of the parties mentioned in the Parties diB.

precedino; section is dissatisfied with the amount of dam- have danlagL

ages awarded, as herein provided, such party may, at the
^^'y'^'etc.''^

'^

sitting of the court at which said award was accepted, or

at the next sitting thereafter, claim in writing a trial in

said court, and thereupon all questions of fact relating

to such damages shall be heard and determined, and the

amount of damages assessed by a jury at the bar of said

court ; and the verdict of the jury being accepted and
recorded by the court shall be tinal and conclusive, and
judgment shall be rendered and execution issued thereon,

and costs shall be recovered by the parties respectively ;

and all the aforesaid proceedings and matters shall be had

and determined in the same manner as is provided by law

in regard to proceedings relating to the laying out of

highways.
Section o. In every case of a petition to the superior city nuiy tender

,,. 1^ c -I •11-j.i'j.a specified sura
court lor an assessment ot damages as provided in this act as'iiimages.eic.

the said city may tender to the petitioner or his attorney

any sum, or may liring the same into court to be paid to

tlK3 petitioner for the damages by him sustained or claimed

in his petition, or may in writing ofier to be defaidted and
that damages may be awarded against it for the sum therein

expressed ; and if the [)etitioner does not accept the sum
so ofi'ered or tendered, with his costs up to that time, l)ut

proceeds with his suit, he shall be entitled to his costs to the

time of such tender or payment into court or otfer of judg-

ment, and not afterwards, unless the amount recovered by
him in such action exceeds the amount so tendered.

Section 6. All the riirhts, powers and authority given Kxerciseof

to the city of Cambridge by this act shall be exercised by etc., by city.

said city, subject to all duties, liabilities and restrictions

herein contained, in such manner and by such agents,

officers and servants as the city council shall from time

to time ordain, direct and appoint.

Section 7. The expense of the land taken or pur- rayni.ntuf

chased as aforesaid, and of improving said land by grad-
^'

ing or altering, shall be met and paid out of the proceeds

of loans authorized or that may be authorized for the pur-

poses of water supply.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 14, 1897.


