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takes effect, and all officers now holding office under pro-

visions of law shall continue to hold such office and exer-

cise the powers thereof until their successors are elected or

appointed according to the provisions of this act.

Section 35. The question of the acceptance of this act submission of
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shall be submitted to the legal voters or the city oi tall acceptance.

River at the annual state election in the f)resent year.

The vote shall be taken by ballot in accordance with the

provisions of chapter live hundred and forty-eight of the

acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of

acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto, so far

as the same shall be applicable, in answer to the question :

" Shall an act passed by the general court in the year

1899, entitled, 'An Act to revise the charter of the city

of Fall River', be accepted?", and the affirmative votes of

a majority voting thereon shall be required for its accept-

ance. If so accepted so much thereof as relates to elec-

tions hereunder shall a})ply to the annual municipal election

which shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first

Monday of December in the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and this act shall take full effect on the first

Monday of January next ensuing.

Section 3(3. So much of this act as authorizes and when to take

directs the submission of the question of its acceptance

to the legal voters of said city shall take effect upon its

passage, but it shall not take further effect unless accepted

by the legal voters of said city as above provided.

Approved May 17, 1899.

An Act relative to military aid. Ch(l7).'d72

Be itetittcted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Any city or town may raise money and, military aid.

under the direction of its mayor and aldermen or select-

men, may, under the following conditions, pay part thereof

as military aid to, or expend it for, any worthy person

who shall have the qualifications of the first class of per-

sons described in section two, or of the second class de-

scribed in section three, or of the third class described in

section four, or of the fourth class described in section

five of this act.

Section 2. Each person of the first class shall be First class

qualified as follows : — qualifications.

First. He shall have his settlement under the pauper

laws in the city or town aiding him.
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FirKtciasR Secoiid. Ho sliall lijive served as a soldier, sailor,

marine or commissioned officer in the army or navy of

the United States to the credit of this Commonwealth,
either in the civil war between the nineteenth day of

April in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one and
the first day of Sei)temher in the year eighteen hundred
and sixty-tive, or in the war with Spain, which for the

purposes of this act is defined as having begun on the

fifteenth day of February and ended on the twelfth day
of August in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight.

Or he shall have served in such army or navy to the credit

of any other state, between the nineteenth day of April

in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one and the eight-

eenth day of March in the year eighteen hundred and
sixty-two, having been a resident of this Commonwealth,
actually living therein at the time of his enlistment ; or in

such army or navy in one of the volunteer military organ-

izations of this Commonwealth known as three months'

men, ninety days' men, or one hundred days' men, mus-
tered into the United States service in April, May, June
or July in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one, or in

April, May, July or August in the year eighteen hundred
and sixty-four ; or he shall have served in such army or

navy, having been mustered into the service of the United
States, at some time between the first day of May and the

first day of October in the year eighteen hundred and
sixty-two, while having a residence and actually living in

this Commonwealth, and while being a member of one of

the military organizations of the Massachusetts volunteer

militia known as the Boston cadets, the Salem cadets,

the eighth battery of light artillery, or company B of the

seventh regiment of infantry ; or he shall have served in

such navy, being one of the persons since included in the

list of officers, sailors and marines prepared by the ad-

jutant general in accordance with chapter fifteen of the

resolves of the 3'ear eighteen hundred and seventy-five

and chapter eight of the resolves of the year eighteen

hundred and eightx', and having })een appointed or mus-
tered into and served in such naval service of the United
States while an actual resident of this Commonwealth ;

or who served in the regidar army of the United Stat(>s

in the civil war, or in the regular army or navy of the

United States in the war with Spain, having been ap-

pointed or enlisted therein while a citizen of this Com-
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moiiwoalth, luivin^ a rosidenco and actually re.sidin<j First cin«»

therein.

Third. He shall have been honorably discharged from
such United States service and from all appointments and
enlistments therein.

Fourth. He shall be a poor and indio^ent person, stand-

inyf in need of relief by reason of sickness or other phys-
ical disabilit}', who would otherwise be entitled to relief

under the pauper laws.

Fifth. He shall not be, directly or indirectly, in the

receipt of any other state or military aid, or any pension

for services or disabilities incurred in either of said wars.

Sixth. He shall not be entitled, under the laws of the

United States or under the rules governing such institu-

tions, to admission to any national soldiers' or sailors'

home, and his disability must have arisen from causes

independent of his service aforesaid, except in cases of

api)Iicants for })ensions, while their applications are pend-
ing, as to which the mayor and aldermen or selectmen are

convinced upon evidence, first reported to the commis-
sioners of state aid and satisfactory to them, that justice

and necessity require such aid to prevent actual suffering,

and in case of such unmarried applicants that they cannot

obtain assistance at a national soldiers' or sailors' home.
Section 3. Each person of the second class shall second ciae»

have his settlement under the pauper laws in the city or

town aiding him, and ])e further qualified as follows :
—

He shall be an invalid pensioner and entitled to receive

state aid under the provisions of chapter three hundred
and one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-four or of any act of the current year passed in

continuance of the whole or of a part thereof, whose
pension and state aid shall be inadequate for his relief,

and who would otherwise receive relief under the pauper
laws ; but while actually aided under such chapter he

shall not receive aid under this act.

Sectiox 4. Each ijerson of the third class shall have Third class

• •- ii ,riiiiil iH nutInn

all the qualifications required to enable a person to receive

aid in the first class, except settlement under the pauper
laws ; but in lieu of such settlement he shall be an actual

resident of the city or town aiding him, and his residence

in this Commonwealth shall have been continuous during

the three years last preceding his receipt of aid under this

chapter.

quiilitications.
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Fourth class
qualitlcatioiiR.

Aid under third

and fourth
cla«seK to be
c^-dored by
commissioners.

Certain persons
not to receive
military aid.

Proviso.

Certain other
])eiKOns not to

receive militiiry

aid.

Section 5. Each person of the fourth class shall have
all the qualiticatious required to enable a person to receive

aid in the second class, except settlement under the pauper
laws ; but in lieu of such settlement he shall be an actual

resident of the city or town aidincr him, and his residence

in this Commonwealth shall have been continuous during

the three years last })receding his receipt of aid under
this chapter.

Section 6. No city or town shall render aid under
this act to any person of the third or fourth class with-

out tirst obtaining from the commissioners of state aid,

after furnishing them with such evidence as they may
require that the person to receive aid is entitled thereto

as may be ordered by the commissioners, an order fixing

the maximum amount per month within which payments
may be made, and the period during which aid may be

allowed, and stating such other conditions as they may
impose relative to ssuch aid ; which order may be revoked
or modified by such commissioners by giving w'ritten

notice to the city or town procuring it.

Section 7. Aid given under this act shall be entitled

"Military Aid", and no person shall receive it who re-

ceives state aid. No person shall be compelled to receive

military aid. No person shall receive military aid on ac-

count of his service in the war with Spain unless he Avas

enlisted or ap})ointed in the service of the United States

aforesaid after the fourteenth day of February and prior

to the twelfth day of August in the year eighteen hundred
and ninety-eight : provided, luncever, that military aid may
be allowed under the limitations of this act to or for vol-

unteers mustered into the service of the Unit'ed States in

Massachusetts regiments after said twelfth day of August
but prior to the first day of January in the year eighteen

hundred and ninety-nine, who shall otherwise be qualified

to receive the same under the terms of this act. No per-

son shall receive military aid who deserted from such ser-

vice in either of said wars. No person shall be eligible

to receive military aid as a worthy person who shall have
been dishonorably discharged from any national soldiers'

or sailors' home or from the soldiers' home in Massachu-
setts, unless the commissioners of state aid, after a hear-

ing, shall decide otherwise. No military aid shall be paid

to or for any person whose necessity therefor is caused by
voUiiitafy idleness, or who is known to be in the practice

of vicious or intemperate habits.
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Section 8. Any person applying for military aid may Applicants may

1)0 reciiiired by the mayor and aldermen or the selectmen i.ay'o'vertherr

granting him the .same, or by the commissioners of state i"''"**^"^' etc-

aid, as a condition of granting military aid, to pay over

his pension to said mayor and aldermen or selectmen, to

l)e expended for his relief, before he shall receive such
aid.

No person shall be compelled to receive the relief or Not to receive

support furnished under this act in any almshouse or aUthoue", etc.,

public institution, unless his physical or mental condition ccmhVcaBes.

requires it, but he may so receive it if he chooses so to

do ; and, except in such cases, it shall be paid to, or ex-

pended for, tiiose persons onl}' who live separately from
persons receiving sup[)ort as paupers. All military aid

^,'pi*ed\^oieiv

shall be applied solely for the benefit of the person for foi thebenetit

whom it is intended, and no greater sum shall be paid for whom it is

to or for any person under this act than shall be necessary
'°'''°^'''^' ^"=-

to furnish him reasonable relief or support ; and no sum
shall be paid to of for any person competent to support
himself, or in receipt of income or in ownershi^j of prop-

erty sufiicient for his own support, nor to or for any per-

son more than is necessary, in addition to his income and
property, for his personal relief or support. Municipal
authorities granting aid under this act shall from time to

time after its original allowance make such investigation

into the necessities of the person aided and the facts of

his case, and any change thereof, as to preclude any pay-
ment of aid contrary to the terms of this act.

Sectiox 9. The auditor of the Commonwealth, the commisBioners

adjutant general, and some competent third person ap- powers.'dutieB,

pointed by the governor and council, with a salary to be *'*°*

fixed by them, not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars

per annum, who shall devote his whole time to the duties

of his ofBce and who shall be the secretary of the board,

shall be a board of commissioners of state aid, and shall

perform the duties required of such commissioners under
the laws relating to state and military aid. Said commis-
sioners shall investigate all payments of money under
such laws, so far as the interests of the Commonwealth
may require. Said commissioners, with the appro-al of

the governor, may ajipoint, as occasion may require, one
or more disinterested persons, whose duty it shall be to

investigate any claim or claims made against the Com-
monwealth for reimbursement, who may examine any per-

sons receiving relief under this act and investigate the
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reasons therefor, and all matters relating to the granting

of such relief, and who shall report their doings to said

Expenses of commissioners. The reasonable expenses of the com-
etc. missioners and the expenses and compensation oi such

disinterested person or persons, approved by said com-
missioners and allowed by the governor and council, shall

be j)aid from the treasury of the Commonwealth.

etZto b^S' '"Section 10. When any sum shall have been expended
[j^^d^^ocom under and according to this act the full amount so ex-

under oath, etc. pcudcd, the namcs of the persons receiving the same, and
the names of the companies and regiments or vessels, if

any, in which they respectively enlisted, and in which
they last served, the sums received by each, and the

reasons for the expenditure in each case, with such other

details as the commissioners of state aid may require,

shall be certified under oath to said commissioners, in a

manner approved by them, by the mayor, treasurer and
city clerk of any city, or by a majority of the selectmen

of any town disbursing the same, within ten days after

the first day of the month next after the expencliture is

made ; and the commissioners of state aid shall examine
the certificates so made and shall allow and indorse upon
the same such sums as in their judgment have been j>aid

and reported according to this act, and thereupon file the

same with the auditor. In the allowance of said commis-
sioners they may consider and decide upon the necessity

of the amount paid in each case, and they may allow any
portion thereof which they may deem i)roper and lawful,

and w^hich, in cases of payment to or for persons of the

third or fourth class, they shall also find to have l)een

Cities ami towns niadc accordlug to their orders. Of the sums so allowed

burssd. and indorsed by the counnissioners one half and no more
of all payments made to or for persons of the first and
second classes, and the whole of all ])ayments made to or

for persons of the third and fourth classes, shall be reim-

bursed by tile Commonwealth to the town or cit}' expend-
ing the same, on or before the first day of December in

the next year after tlie year in which the same have been

paid, but none of the expenses attending the payment of

military aid shall ])e reimbursed.
Repeal, etc. Section 11. Chai)ter two hundred and seventy-nine

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-four,

entitled "An Act relative to military aid", is hereby re-

pealed ; but the provisions of this act shall be construed,
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so far as tliov are the same as those of existing laws, as

a continuation thereof. All special acts and resolves au-

thorizing- the ])aynicnt of military aid to individuals under
said chapter, which by the terms of said chapter would
expire on the first day of January in the year nineteen

hundred, shall be continued in force, so far as they relate

to tlie payment of military aid, and such aid may be ))aid

under them according to the terms of this act, until the

tirst day of January in the year nineteen hundred and
five and no longer : provided^ that no such special act or Proviso,

resolve shall l)e so continued in force, nor shall aid be paid

l)y reason of the same if it would otherwise expire by the

limitation of its own provisions.

Sectiox 12. The provisions of this act shall, unless To continue iu

sooner repealed, continue in force until the first day of jan. 1,1905,

January in the year nineteen hundred and five and no «^c«P*'etc.

longer, except such ])rovisions as relate to settlement of

accounts for payment of aid rendered b}^ cities or towns
previous to said date, and to the reimbursement thereof,

which ])rovisions shall continue in force one year only

after said date. But the expiration of this act shall not

be held to revive any act or resolve or any part thereof

repealed by this act. No special act or resolve now in

force or hereafter passed granting military aid to persons

therein named, payable under this act, shall continue in

force after the date first named in this section, unless

otherwise expressly provided.

Sectiox 13. The soldiers' relief commissioner of the soidierB' relief

city of Boston shall, subject to the direction of the board B^^nHw^lm
of aldermen of said city as to the amount to be paid to ""'^ ''"*"'*'

beneficiaries, have and exercise all the powers and duties

hereinbefore vested in the mayor and aldermen of said city.

Section 14. This act shall take efi'ect on the first day To take effect

of July in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine. "^ '

Approved May 18, 1899.

An Act relative to notices of petitions to the supreme QJku) 373
judicial court for the construction of wills.

Be it enacted, etc., as foUoiva

:

Sectiox 1. On petitions to the supreme judicial court
^J'Jjf^^g^fo

for the construction of wills or for instructions in reference Bupremejudi-

to wills the court, instead of the notice now required by the conatruction

law, may order that notice of the petition and of the time °^'^'"^'


