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For annuities to soldiers and others, as authorized by Annuities to

the legislature, the sum of forty-three hundred and ninety
^°''^'®"' ®"'-

dollars.

For pensions authorized by the legislature, the sum of i'e"»io°«-

live hundred and twenty dollars.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved February 19, 1898.

An Act making an appropriation for the compensation and f^hfj^ 89
EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE
EXPEDIENCY OF REVISING AND AMENDING THE LAWS OF THE
COMMONWEALTH RELATING TO TAXATION.

Be it enacted, etc., asfolloivs:

Section 1. The sum of fifty-six hundred sixty-four commisBion

dollars and forty-seven cents is hereby appropriated, to re'iaungto

be paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth from t»=''»'i'>'»-

the ordinary revenue, for the compensation and expenses
of the commission appointed to inquire into the expe-
diency of revising and amending the laws of the Com-
monwealth relating to taxation, as authorized by chapter
one hundred and eleven of the resolves of the year eight-

een hundred and ninety-six, said sum to be in addition

to the five thousand dollars appropriated by chapter five

hundred and forty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and ninety-six.

Section 2. This act shall take efiect upon its passage.

Approved February 19, 1898.

Chap. 83,An Act relative to the time of opening meetings for the
election of town officers.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloios

:

Section 1. Section one hundred and forty-eight of is93,4i7 §i48

chapter four hundred and seventeen of the acts of the

year eighteen hundred and ninety-three is hereby amended
by inserting after the word "state", in the twenty-first

line, the words :— and town,— so that the third para-

graph of said section will read as follows: — In towns, Time of open-

meetings for the election of state and town ofticers may i"g mJith^gs

be opened as early as six o'clock in the forenoon, and
[ownofflce"^!

shall be opened as early as twelve o'clock, noon. The
polls shall be kept open four hours at least, and until

the time specified in the warrant when they may be

closed ; and they may be opened for such longer time
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as the majority of the voters present shall by vote direct,

but they shall not, except as provided in said section one
hundred and fifty-four, be kept open after the hour of

sunset ; and after an announcement has been made l)y

the presiding officer of a time so fixed by vote for clos-

ing, such time shall not be changed to an earlier hour.

In meetings for the election of town officers as aforesaid,

the polls shall be kept open four hours at least.

Section 2. This act shall take efi'ect upon its passage.

Approved February 29, 1898.

Chap.S4:. ^^ -^CT RELATIVE TO THE PLACING OF OFFICERS OF THE VOLUN-
TEER MILITIA UPON THE RETIRED LIST.

1S97, 448, § 4,

amended.

Certain com-
iiiisBioned
officers may
upon application
be retired, etc.

ProvlBo.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollotvs:

Section 1 . Section four of chapter four hundred and
forty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-seven is hereby amended by inserting after the

word "years", in the ninth line, the words:— or has

served as a commissioned officer for the continuous period

of fifteen years, or, having served in the army or navy
of the United States at any time during the war of the

rebellion and having been honorably discharged there-

from, has also served as a commissioned officer in the

militia of this Commonwealth for the continuous period

of five years,— by striking out the word "increased",

in the ninth line, and by inserting after the word " rank ",

in the tenth line, the words :— next in grade above that

held by him at the time such application is made,— so

as to read as follows :— Section 4. Any commissioned
officer in the militia service who shall have served as

such in the active militia of this Commonwealth for the

continuous period of ten years may, upon liis own ai)pli-

cation, be placed upon the retired list, with the rank

held by him at the time such application is made : pro-

vided, hoivever, that an officer so retired who, at the time

of making such application, has remained in the same
grade for the continuous period of ten years, or lias

served as a commissioned officer for the continuous

period of fifteen years, or, having served in the army
or navy of the United States at an}' time during the

war of the rebellion and having been honorably dis-

cliarged therefrom, has also served as a commissioned
officer in the militia of this Commonwealth for the con-


