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as the majority of the voters present shall by vote direct,

but they shall not, except as provided in said section one
hundred and fifty-four, be kept open after the hour of

sunset ; and after an announcement has been made l)y

the presiding officer of a time so fixed by vote for clos-

ing, such time shall not be changed to an earlier hour.

In meetings for the election of town officers as aforesaid,

the polls shall be kept open four hours at least.

Section 2. This act shall take efi'ect upon its passage.

Approved February 29, 1898.

Chap.S4:. ^^ -^CT RELATIVE TO THE PLACING OF OFFICERS OF THE VOLUN-
TEER MILITIA UPON THE RETIRED LIST.

1S97, 448, § 4,

amended.

Certain com-
iiiisBioned
officers may
upon application
be retired, etc.

ProvlBo.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollotvs:

Section 1 . Section four of chapter four hundred and
forty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-seven is hereby amended by inserting after the

word "years", in the ninth line, the words:— or has

served as a commissioned officer for the continuous period

of fifteen years, or, having served in the army or navy
of the United States at any time during the war of the

rebellion and having been honorably discharged there-

from, has also served as a commissioned officer in the

militia of this Commonwealth for the continuous period

of five years,— by striking out the word "increased",

in the ninth line, and by inserting after the word " rank ",

in the tenth line, the words :— next in grade above that

held by him at the time such application is made,— so

as to read as follows :— Section 4. Any commissioned
officer in the militia service who shall have served as

such in the active militia of this Commonwealth for the

continuous period of ten years may, upon liis own ai)pli-

cation, be placed upon the retired list, with the rank

held by him at the time such application is made : pro-

vided, hoivever, that an officer so retired who, at the time

of making such application, has remained in the same
grade for the continuous period of ten years, or lias

served as a commissioned officer for the continuous

period of fifteen years, or, having served in the army
or navy of the United States at an}' time during the

war of the rebellion and having been honorably dis-

cliarged therefrom, has also served as a commissioned
officer in the militia of this Commonwealth for the con-
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tinuous period of five years, shall be retired with rank
next in grade above that held by him at the time such

application is made. Ketired officers on occasions of

ceremony may, and when acting under orders as here-

inafter provided shall, wear the uniform of their retired

rank. Retired officers shall be eligible to perform any
military duty to the same extent as if not retired, and
the commander-in-chief may, in his discretion, by order

recjuire them to serve upon military boards, courts of

inquiry and courts-martial, or to perform any other

special or temporary military duty, and for such ser-

vice they shall receive the same pay and allowances as

are provided by law for like service by the officers of

the active militia. All retired officers shall be amenal)le

to court-martial for military offences, to the same extent

as if upon the active list of the volunteer militia. The
names of all officers of retired rank shall be borne on a

separate roster, kept under the supervision of the adju-

tant general. Retired officers shall report to the adjutant

general any change in their residence whenever such

change occurs.

Section 2. Any commissioned officer who may have Rank of certain

been placed upon the retired list since the first day of mu»i"oneT

January in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight offl*^*^'*-

may, with the approval of the commander-in-chief, be

given the same rank which he would have if retired after

the passage of this act.

Sectiox 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved February 19, 1898.

Ax Act to authorize the town of sharon to make an ad-
Qj^Q^jy gg

DITIONAE WATER LOAN.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs

:

Sectiox 1. The town of Sharon, for the purposes sharon water

mentioned in chai)ter two hundred and forty-one of the

acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and

for the further extension, maintenance and improvement
of its water supply system, may issue bonds, notes or

scrip from time to time, to be denominated on the face

thereof, Sharon Water Loan, to an amount not exceed-

ing fifteen thousand dollars in addition to the amounts

heretofore authorized by law to be issued by said town
for the same purposes. Said bonds, notes or scrip shall


