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Section 19. When a party upon the trial of an action Damages and

recovers damages of said town for an injury caused to his
'^°^*^'

person or property by a defect in any sidewalk in said

fire district, if the fire district has had reasonable notice

to defend the action, the said town may recover of the

fire district, in addition to the damages, all costs of both
plaintift'and defendant in the action.

Approved April 15^ 1898.

An Act to provide for a w^ater supply for the fire district njjr/q^ Q44
AND INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON. -^

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. Upon the establishment and organization Huntington

of a fire district in the town of Huntington under the pro- s^'ippiynseif"'''^

visions of the act of the present year, entitled " An Act t"th wateretc.
to authorize the establishment of a fire district in the town
of Huntington ", said fire district may supply itself and
the inhabitants of said town with water for the extinguish-

ment ot fires and for domestic and other purposes ; may
establish fountains and hydrants and relocate and dis-

continue the same, and may regulate the use of such
water and fix and collect rates to be paid for the use of

the same.

Section 2. Said fire district may, for the purposes May take certain

aforesaid, take by purchase or otherwise, and hold all HgWst'etL!
^"^

water rights of the system of water supply now existing

within the limits of said town, and owned jointly by
Charles F. Cole, William G. Kimball and Myron R. Fisk,

all of said Huntington, with the privileges and appur-
tenances thereto belonging, and all water pipes, gates,

dams and appliances connected therewith ; and said fire

district may also, for the purposes aforesaid, take by pur-
chase or otherwise and hold the waters of Cook brook,
so-called, in the towns of Huntington and Chester, the

waters from Cold brook, so-called, in the towns of Hunt-
ington and Blandford, the waters from the Tinker brook,
so-called, in the towns of Huntington and Blandford, the

Avaters from Roaring brook, sometimes called Taylor
brook, in the towns of Huntington and Montgomery, the

waters from Black brook, so-called, in the towns of Bland-

ford and Russell, the waters from Gold Mine brook, so-

called, in the towns of Chester and Blandford, the waters

from Buttolph brook, so-called, in the towns of Hunting-

ton and Chester, and the waters from Norwich pond and
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Pond brook, so-called, in the town of Huntington, and
the Avaters flowing into and from the same, as the said

fire district may determine, together with any and all

Proviso. water rights connected therewith : pi'ovided^ Jiowever, that

no water, water sources or water rights shall be taken

under the provisions of this act until the same have been
May take certain approvcd by tlic statc board of health. Said fire district

etrnctures.iay may also, for the purposes aforesaid, take by purchase or
pipes, etc.

otherwise and hold all lands, rights of way and easements

necessary for holding and preserving such water and for

conveying the same to any part of said town of Hunting-

ton ; and may erect on the lands thus taken or held proper

dams, buildings, fixtures and other structures, and may
make excavations, procure and operate machinery, and
provide such other means and appliances as may be neces-

sary for the establishment and maintenance of complete

and efi^ective water works ; and may construct and lay

down conduits, pipes and other works, under or over any
lands, water courses, railroads or public or private ways,

and along any such way in such manner as not unneces-

sarily to obstruct the same ; and for the purpose of con-

structing, maintaining and repairing such conduits, pipes

and other works, and for all proper purposes of this act,

said fire district may dig up any such lands, and, under

the direction of the board of selectmen of the town in

which such ways are situated, may enter upon and dig

up any such ways in such manner as to cause the least

hindrance to public travel thereon.
pescription of SECTION 3. Said fire district shall, within sixty days
lands, etc., to be . ,

' *'.,•'
recorded. after the takmg of any lands, rights ot way, water rights,

water sources or easements as aforesaid, otherwise than

by purchase, file and cause to be recorded in the registry

of deeds for the registry district in which the same are

situated, a description thereof sufficiently accurate for

identification, with a statement of the purpose for which

the same were taken, signed by the water commissioners

hereinafter provided for.
Damages. SECTION 4. Said fire district shall be liable to pay all

damages to property sustained by any person or corpora-

tion by the taking of any lands, water or water rights,

by said fire district, or by the laying or maintaining of

any aqueducts or other works for the purposes aforesaid.

Any person or corporation sustaining damages as afore-

said, and unable to agree with the said district upon the



Acts, 1898.— Chap. 3U. 287

amount of such damages, may have them assessed in the

manner provided by law with respect to lands taken for

highways. Any person or corporation whose water rights

are thus taken or affected may apply as aforesaid within

three years from the time the water is actually withdrawn
or diverted, and not thereafter.

Section 5. The said fire district may, for the purpose Huntington-Fire

of paying the necessary expenses and liabilities incurred loIu!'''^

^^**'''^

under the provisions of this act, issue from time to time,

bonds, notes or scrip, to any amount not exceeding in the

aggregate thirty thousand dollars ; such bonds, notes and
scrip shall bear on their face the words, Huntington Fire

District Water Loan, shall be payable at the expiration

of periods not exceeding thirty years from the date of

issue, shall bear interest, payable annually, at a rate not

exceeding six per cent, per annum, and shall be signed

by the treasurer of the fire district and countersigned by
the chairman of the prudential committee of said fire dis-

trict, and by the chairman of the water commissioners.

The said fire district may sell such securities at public or

private sale at not less than par, or pledge the same for

money borrowed for the purposes of this act, upon such

terms and conditions as it may deem proper.

Section 6. Said lire district shall establish a sinking sinking fund,

fund and shall annually, after five years from the accept-

ance of this act by said fire district, contribute to such
fund a sum sufficient with the accumulations to pay the

principal of said loan at maturity. The sinking fund
shall remain inviolate and pledged to the payment of said

loan and shall be used for no other purpose : provided^ Proviso.

that the said town or fire district may, instead of estab-

lishing said sinking fund, pay the principal of said loan

by annual instalments not exceeding the sum of tw^o thou-

sand dollars in one year. The said fire district shall assess Payment of

and collect, by taxation, upon the estates, real and per- ®^i'*^°^^*"

sonal, in said fire district, a sum which with the income
derived from the water rates will be sufficient to pay the

current annual expenses of operating its water works and
the interest as it accrues on the bonds, notes or scrip issued

as aforesaid by said fire district, and to make such contribu-

tions to the sinking fund as may be required under this act.

Section 7. The town of Huntington may, upon a two Town may

thirds vote of the legal voters present and voting thereon pay'^em of

at a legal meeting called for the purpose, guarantee the bonds, etc.
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Penalty for
corruption of
water, etc.

Water coramis-
Bioners, elec-

tion, termB, etc.

To be truBtees
of sinking fund,
etc.

Vacancy.

When to take
effect, etc.

payment of said bonds, notes or scrip, provided such

meeting is held within one year from the acceptance of

this act by said lire district.

Section 8. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts,

pollutes or diverts any of the water taken under this act,

or destroys or injures any dam, conduits, hydrants, ma-
chinery or other works or property held, owned or used

by said district under the authority and for the purposes

of this act, shall forfeit and pay to the said district three

times the amount of the damage assessed therefor, to be

recovered in an action of tort ; and on conviction of any

of the acts aforesaid may be punished by a fine not less

than twenty nor more than three hundred dollars, or by
imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by both

such fine and imprisonment.

Section 9. At the meeting of said fire district called

for the acceptance of this act, or at any legal meeting

called for the purpose, three persons shall be elected by

ballot, who shall exercise all rights, powers and privileges

herein granted, subject however to instructions and direc-

tions of the fire district, and who shall constitute a board

of water commissioners ; one of said three persons shall

be elected for the term of three years from the next suc-

ceeding annual meeting of said fire district, one for a term
of two years and one for a term of one year ; after which

first election one member of said board, as the term of

each incumbent expires, shall be elected at the annual dis-

trict meeting, to serve for the term of three years. Said

board of water commissioners shall be trustees of the sink-

ing fund herein provided for, and shall have charge of the

water works, and may fix the price of rents for the use

of water, and may exercise all the rights, powers and
authority granted to said district by this act relative to

such duties, subject however to such instructions, rules

and regulations as said district may impose l)y its vote.

A majority of said board of commissioners shall con-

stitute a quorum for the transaction of business relative

to the water works and the sinking fund. Any vacancy
occurring in said board of commissioners from any cause

may be fiilled by said district at any legal district meeting
for the unexpired term.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage,

but no expenditure shall be made or liability incurred under
the same except for [)reliminary surveys and estimates, un-
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less this act shall first be accepted by a vote of two thirds

of the legal voters of said fire district present and voting
thereon at a legal meeting called for that purpose within

three years from the establishment and organization of said

fire district in said town ; and the number of said meetings
called for that purpose in any one year shall not exceed
two. Approved April 15, 1898.

ChapM5An Act to authokize the town of webster to construct
and maintain a system of sewerage and sewage disposal.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Sectiox 1. The town of Webster is hereby authorized, May construct

, ,^- .. Ill system or eew-
through a board oi sewer commissioners to be elected as erage, etc.

hereinafter provided, to lay out, construct and maintain a

system of sewerage and sewage disposal for said town,
and may, by said board, take, by purchase or otherwise,

any lands, water rights, rights of way or easements in the

town of We])ster deemed by said board necessary for the

establishment of such system of sewerage and sewage dis-

posal, and for connections therewith.

Section 2. No sewers or other works shall be con- system to be

structed under the authority of this act until said system et!ue°board^of

of sewerage and sewage disposal has been approved by ^^eaitb.etc.

the state board of health, after clue notice by said board
of the presentation to it of such system for its approval,

by a i)ublication of such notice with the time and place of

a hearing thereon, in such paper or papers, and at such

time or times, as said board may deem ]n*oper ; and said

board after such hearing may reject such system, may
approve it, or may modify and amend the same, and ap-

prove it as so modified and amended.
Section 3. The board of sewer commissioners of the Board of sewer

town of Webster shall consist of three persons, who shall eL^tTonrterms',

be citizens and residents of said town, and who shall be ^*'=-

elected by ballot at a special meeting or at an annual

meeting of said town, one commissioner to hold office for

one year, one for two years and one for three years, re-

spectively, from the date of the annual town meeting next

succeeding the date of his election and until his successor

is elected and qualified ; and at each annual town meeting
thereafter said town shall elect one member of said board

to serve three years and until his successor is elected and
qualified. If a vacancy occurs in said board said town vacancy.

may at a meeting called for such purpose elect a person


