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commissioners in the manner provided by law, and by
a majority in interest of the holders of the common
stock and of the preferred stock, respectively, of the

New England Railroad Company, exclusive of any stock

of which the New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail-

road Company may be at the time the legal or equitable

owner, or for the purchase of which its funds have been
used.

Section 2 . Said lease may provide for the exchange Lease may

of stock of the lessor for stock of the lessee, upon terms eschaifge^of

and conditions approved by the board of railroad com- ^*°'^^'

missioners as a part of the terms of said lease.

Section 3. Upon the making of such lease the New corporate name

York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company may Object to ap^^

adopt a corporate name in lieu of its present name, sub- ^Ty of the Com".

ject to the approval thereof by the secretary of the Com- monweaith.

monwealth, who shall give notice of such change in a

newspaper published in each county in this Common-
wealth in which said company operates a railroad.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 7, 1898.

ChapAOOAn Act relative to the support of the public schools of

the city of boston.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The school committee of the city of Bos- school commit-

ton shall forthwith after the passage of this act, and on trmake°appro-

or before the first day of March in each year thereafter, uJil'^sirpportof

by vote of two thirds of all its members, taken by yeas pubuc schools,

and nays, make appropriations for the support of the

pulilic schools of said city for the financial year, includ-

ing repairs and alterations on school buildings. Such
appropriations shall be made by items specifying the

purposes for which the money is to be expended. Such,

appropriations, which shall be included within the tax
limit of said city for municipal purposes as now estab-

lished by law, shall not exceed in the aggregate, upon
each one thousand dollars of the average valuation of

the taxable property in said city as ascertained under
the i)rovisions of law limiting the rate of taxation in

said city, the following sums for the periods specified,

to wit : — For the financial year ending on the thirty-

first day of January in the year eighteen hundred and
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ninety-nine, two dollars and eighty cents ; for the finan-

cial year ending on the thirty-first day of January in

the year nineteen hundred, two dollars and eighty-five

cents ; and for the financial year ending on the thirty-

first day of January in the year nineteen hundred and
one, and for each financial year thereafter, two dollars

and ninety cents ; and any vote or appropriation requir-

ing a larger assessment than as above specified shall be
void ; and said school committee shall have no authority

to incur any liability or make any expenditure in excess

of such appropriations, anything in any statute to the

contrary notwithstanding. Of the total amount author-

ized to be appropriated as aforesaid an appropriation of

which the several items shall amount to not less than
twenty-five cents upon each one thousand dollars of said

average valuation shall be expended only for such re-

pairs and alterations upon school buildings as said school

committee shall order.

Section 2. The votes of said school committee mak-
ing such appropriations shall have the same force and
effect as orders or votes of the city council appropriating

money, and shall be subject to the same provisions of

law in respect to approval by the mayor, except that a

vote of three fourths of all the members of said school

committee, taken by yeas and nays, shall be necessary

to pass any such appropriation over the veto of the mayor.
Section 3. After an order or vote of said school

committee making an appropriation shall have gone into

effect the aggregate amount so appropriated shall be cer-

tified by the school committee to the board of assessors,

and shall be included by said assessors in the amount to

be raised by taxation in said city for such year.

Section 4. Any l)alance of an appropriation so made
by said school committee remaining unexpended at the

close of any financial year, and not needed to carry out

the requirements of any statute, gift, trust or special

appropriation, and any amount within the limit above
defined for such year not appropriated by said com-
mittee, shall 1)0 added to the amount which said com-
mittee may appropriate, as herein authorized, for the

financial year next ensuing.

Section 5. The proceeds of any sale of any school

lands or buildings shall be held in the city treasury of

said city and used only for the purchase of land or the
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construction of buildings for school purposes, but shall

not be so used without the approval of the mayor in

writing in each specific case. Such proceeds shall be

expended in accordance with the provisions of chapter

four hundred and eight of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and ninety-live and acts in amendment thereof

and in addition thereto.

Section 6. This act shall take eifect upon its passage.

Approved May 7, 1898.

An Act relative to the registration op voters in the city QJinrn 4Q1
OF boston.

Be it enacted, etc. , as folloivs :

Section 1. Section one of chapter sixty-one of the 1895, ei, §i,

acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five is
^"*'°

hereby amended by adding at the end of said section

the words :
—ijrovided, however, that in the city of Bos-

ton no person shall be assessed as above-provided later

than the first day of October,— so as to read as follows :

— Section 1. Every male applicant for registration shall
^afe^vote "s?

°^

present a certificate from the assessors, or a tax bill or

notice from the collector of taxes, showing that he has

been assessed as a resident of the city or town on the

preceding first day of May, and the same shall be ac-

cepted by the registrars as prima facie evidence of such

residence, or he shall present a certificate from the as-

sessors that he has been a resident for the six months

next preceding the election at which he claims the right

to vote, and the same shall be accepted by the registrars

as prima facie evidence of such residence. If a male per-

son was a resident of the city or town on the first day
of Mav, and was not assessed a poll tax by the assessors

of said city or town on the first day of May, such person,

in order to establish his right to be assessed, shall appear

before the board of assessors, accompanied by two wit-

nesses who shall testify under oath that they are regis-

tered voters of the ward or town in which he desires to

be assessed, and who shall also testify under oath to the

truth of the statement of the applicant in regard to his

right to be assessed at the place claimed by him as a legal

residence on the first day of May ; provided, however, that i''ovi8o.

in the city of Boston no jierson shall be assessed as above-

provided later than the first day of October,


