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such pools ; or any person who shall become the custodian
or depositary, for hire, reward, commission or compensa-
tion, in any manner, of any pools, or of any money, prop-
erty or thing of value, in any manner staked, wagered, or

bet upon any such result aforesaid ; shall be deemed guilty

of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by imprisonment
in the jail or house of correction not exceeding one ,year,

or by fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, or by both
such fine and imprisonment. Approved April 20, 1878.

Ghap. 166 An Act relating to insurance agents and brokers.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows:

Sectiok 1. Any insurance agent or broker who acts

in negotiating a contract of insurance by any insurance

company doing business within the Commonwealth, for

any person other than himself, shall for the purpose of

receiving the premium therefor, be held to be the agent of

such company, any thing in the policy or contract of insur-

ance to the contrary notwithstanding.
Section 2. Any insurance agent or broker who acts

in negotiating a contract of insurance by an insurance

company lawfully doing business within the Common-
wealth, who shall embezzle or fraudulently convert to his

own use, or shall take or secrete, or otherwise dispose of,

with intent to use or embezzle, or shall fraudulently with-

hold or appropriate, lend, invest, or otherwise fraudulently

use or apply, any money or substitute for money received

by him as such agent or broker, without the consent or

contrary to the instructions of the company for or on
account of which the same is received by him, shall be

deemed guilty of simple larceny,

Apiproved April 20, 1878.

An Act concerning the expenses of the railroad commis-
sioners.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows:

Section 1. The annual expenses of the board of rail-

road commissioners including salaries shall be borne by
the several corporations owning or operating railroads or

street railways, according to their gross earnings by trans-

portation of persons and property, to be apportioned by
the tax commissioner, who, on or before the first day of

July in each year, shall assess upon each of said corpora-

tions its just proportion of such expenses in proportion to

its said earnings for the year next preceding that in which
the assessment is made ; and such assessments shall be col-
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lected in the manner provided by law for the collection of

taxes upon corporations.

Section 2. Section eighteen of chapter three hundred i^^epeai of i874^

and seventy-two of the acts of eighteen hundred and
seventy-four is hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Ax)proved April 20, 1878.

An Act to prevent trespass on land.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows

:

Section 1. Every owner or person having the charge
or custody of any sheep, cattle, horses, swine or fowl, who
wilfully suffers or permits the same to enter on, pass over,

or remain on any orchard, garden, mowing land or other

improved or enclosed land of another, after being forbid-

den in writing by the owner or occupant thereof, or by
the authorized agent of such owner or occupant, shall be
guilty of trespass and shall be punished by fine not ex-

ceeding ten dollars.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 20, 1878.

An Act to prevent frauds in the sale of sewing thread.

Be it enacted, &c., as folloivs:

Section 1. Every manufacturer of cotton, linen or

silk sewing thread, or person engaged in putting up such
thread on spools or in packages of one pound weight or

less, intended for sale, shall before the same is offered for

sale, affix to or impress upon each spool or several pack-
age a label or stamp designating the quantity of thread
each spool or package contains, either by giving the
length in yards or by giving the weight.
Section 2. If any such person shall neglect to affix

such label to, or impress such stamp upon each spool or

several package of thread, or shall affix to or impress
upon, or cause or suffer to be affixed to or impressed upon,
any spool or package of thread intended for sale, a label or

stamp specifying that such spool or package contains a

greater number of yards or a greater quantity of thread by
five per cent, than such spool or package contains, he shall

forfeit the sum of five dollars for each spool or package so

without a label or stamp or falsely labelled or stamped
that shall be sold or be delivered to any person to be sold

;

to be recovered one-half to the use of the state, and
one-half to the use of the party who shall sue for the

same.
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