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of chapter fifteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and seventy-five.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Ajij^rovecl May 11, 1878.

L'hap. Z±o An Act in relation to registration and elections in the
CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows:

Section 1. On or before the first day of September in

the current year, each ward of the city of Boston shall be
divided by the board of assessors of taxes in said city into

voting precincts, each consisting of compact and contigu-
ous territory within said ward, and containing as nearl}- as

may be five hundred registered voters. The registration

in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven shall be
taken as the basis of such division. Said precincts shall be
designated by numbers or by letters of the alphabet. In
the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six, as soon as prac-

ticable after the division of the city into new wards as now
provided b}^ law, and every fifth year thereafter, the said

wards shall be divided by said board of assessors into vot-

ing precincts on the basis of the registration of voters in

the preceding year.

Section 2. In each voting precinct there shall be the

following election officers : that is to say, at the annual
city election, except in the current 3^ear, one person shall

be chosen in each precinct as warden, and one person as

clerk ; and the mayor, at some time before the first day of

October in each year, except the current year, shall with
the approval of the board of aldermen appoint for each
voting precinct two inspectors, qualified voters in the ward
of which such precinct forms a part, who shall be men
of good repute and standing, and from different politi-

cal parties. Each of these officers shall be sworn to the

faithful discharge of his duties, and shall hold office for

one year from the said first day of October. In case of any
vacancy in the office of inspector, or in case either of said

inspectors shall decline to act in that capacity before the

first day of November in any year, the mayor may, with the

approval of the board of aldermen, make an appointment
of some person of good repute and standing to fill said

office ; and in making such appointment it shall be his

duty to select some person of the same political party with
the original incumbent of said office ; and every person so

appointed shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his

duties. In case of a vacancy in the office of warden, clerk
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or inspector of a precinct on the cla}^ of any election, sueli vacancies.

vacancy shall be filled pro tempore by the voters of said

precinct by nomination and hand vote. The wardens,

clerks and inspectors appointed or elected as herein provid-

ed shall have the same powers, and except as hereinafter

provided be subject to the same duties and liabilities, as

the wardens, clerks and inspectors now holding office in

said city.

Section 3. The terms of office of all ward officers warden, cierk

heretofore chosen shall expire on the day before the next ?" b'°appointed

annual state election; and the mayor and aldermen shall nuaf8mc?ioc"'

previous to that date appoint from the legal voters in each tio°-

ward one warden, one clerk and two inspectors for each

precinct within said ward, who shall officiate in their

several capacities on the day of said state election. The
inspectors so appointed shall be selected from different

political parties, and shall hold office until the first day of

October of the following year ; and the wardens and clerks

so appointed shall hold office only during the state election

of the current year. At said state election there shall be

chosen a warden and clerk in each precinct, who shall hold

office until their successors are chosen as provided in the

foregoing section. And in every year in which a new Terms of office

division of the wards into voting precincts is made, as here- viS'^onrafcL

in before provided, the terms of office of the election officers

then holding office shall expire before the next annual state

election, and the same proceedings shall be had in the

appointment and election of officers for the new precincts

as are herein provided for the precincts established in the

current year.

Section 4. The board of aldermen shall, at least ten warrants to be

days before any election, issue their warrants for the legal semwing of'vot.

voters of each or any ward as may be required, to assem-
"i polling plJces

ble at the several polling places within said ward at the within the,„, ^ Oi
. -I

• , wards.
time and for the purpose stated ni said warrants ; and it

shall be the duty of the officers of each precinct to receive, JmLke* returns

sort and count the ballots cast at such election, and to tocUycierk.

make returns in the manner provided by law, to the city

clerk, of the results of such election, and of the number of

votes cast for each officer, except the warden and clerk of

said precinct. When an election is held in any precinct

for a warden or clerk of said precinct, it shall be the duty

of the officers presiding at such election to send a certificate

of election to the person chosen to either of said offices.

Section 5. The board of aldermen shall, thirty days at
Ifl'^i^g^^X''

least before the day of each election, designate and appoint
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the polling place in each of the voting precincts in the city,

and procure the same for such purpose and cause it to

be fitted up and prepared therefor. Such place shall

be in the most public, orderly and convenient portion of

the district ; and no building or part of a building shall be
so designated or used in which, or in any part of which,
intoxicating liquor is sold or has been sold within thirty

days next preceding the day of election.

Section 6. The assessors of taxes in the city of Boston
shall, on or befoie the fifteenth day of July in each year,

except in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight,
make, print and post, in at least one j)ublic place within
each voting precinct, street lists arranged by voting pre-

cincts so as to show under the number of the house, or if

there is no number then under such other definite descrip-

tion of the location of the dwelling place as will enable it

to be readily ascertained, the names of all persons resident

in each dwelling, and assessed for poll taxes; and shall

also send such number of copies thereof as may be required
to the registrars of voters.

Section 7. Any person not assessed for a poll tax
who is entitled to be so assessed, may, not later than the

first day of September in each year, apply to the board of

assessors to be assessed ; and said board shall hold before

that date not less than ten evening sessions for the per-

formance of the duties imposed on them by this section.

Section 8. The collector shall fix convenient times
and places in each ward or precinct, extending to not later

than the fifteenth day of October in each year, for the

payment of taxes to himself or a deputy collector, and of

the times so appointed not less than six shall be in the

evening ; and he shall give public notice thereof by adver-

tisements in at least two daily newspapers printed in Bos-

ton, one of which shall be an evening paper, and also by a

circular or card addressed to each person, assessed for a

poll tax only, and delivered through the mail or otherwise.

Said circulars or cards shall be delivered on or before the

second day of September in each year, and the sessions to

be held by said collector under the provisions of this act

shall begin as soon after the second day in September of

each year as may be necessary. No tax bills for poll taxes

only shall hereafter be distributed to or for the persons

assessed before payment thereof.

Section 9. All changes or corrections of assessed

names shall be made by the board of assessors on a form
or certificate specially prepared for the purpose ; on pres-
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entation of which to the collector of taxes, he shall make
the corresponding change or correction on the list of

assessed polls committed to him by the assessors of taxes,

and also on the tax bill before it is receipted or delivered,

and shall affix thereto his official stamp, wliich shall be the

only authority recognized by the registrars of voters in

adopting said changes or corrections for the purposes of

registration.

Section 10. If any person assessed for a poll tax only

shall have lost his receipt therefor he may make application

to the board of assessors for proof of assessment, who, if

satisfied that he is the person he claims to be and that his

tax bill has been lost or destroyed, shall furnish him with

a statement giving his name, residence, ward, and page of

assessment ; which statement shall be presented by the

app)licant to the collector of taxes, who shall issue to him
a certificate, different in color, size and appearance from

the original tax bill, setting forth that said tax has been

paid.

Section 11. After the ward lists of qualified voters

are printed and posted as now required by law, no name
shall be added thereto, unless the applicant for registration

appears in person before the registrars or assistant regis-

trars.

Section 12. The city registrar shall, on the first day
of every month, and also two days before every election,

send to the registrars of voters a list, by wards, of male
persons over twenty-one years of age deceased within the

preceding month, or since the last time of sending such

list ; and the names of such persons found upon the voting

lists shall be erased tlierefrom.

Section 13. If the name of a qualified voter shall be

erroneously erased from the published voting list, he may
apply to the registrars of voters at any time before the

closing of the polls for its restoration ; and if he shall prove

that his claim be valid his name shall be restored to the

voting list; and he shall be given a certificate thereof, if

such restoration is made on the day of election ; on presen-

tation of which to the officers of the precinct in which he

was entitled to be registered, he shall be allowed to vote

therein ; and the certificate shall be returned and preserved

in like manner with the ballots cast in said precinct.

Section 14. On complaint in writing, under oath,

made by any voter of the city at least seven days prior to

an election, setting forth that he has reason to believe, and
does believe, that any one whose name is on the voting list
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has not the legal qualifications of a voter, and setting forth

the nature of the alleged disqualification, it shall be the

duty of the registrars, if they shall be satisfied that there

is reasonable ground for such complaint, to summon such
person to appear before them at a time and place named,
and to examine him under oath in regard to the matter set

forth in the complaint ; and if satisfied that he is not a

qualified voter, his name shall be stricken from the list.

Section 15. If the registrars are not satisfied as to the

identity or qualifications of an applicant for registration,

they may make such examination of said applicant, under
oath, as they may consider necessary or proper, to verify

the fact that he is possessed of the constitutional require-

ments of a voter ; and said registrars as soon after the

second day of September in each year as may be necessary,

shall hold evening sessions in or near each ward for the

performance of any and all the duties imposed upon them
by the provisions of this act : provided, however, that they
shall hold not less than ten evening sessions prior to the

annual state or municipal election.

Section 16. The registration of voters shall cease at

ten o'clock in the evening of the fourteenth day preceding
the day of any election ; and no name shall thereafter be
entered on the voting lists except as provided in section

ten, chapter three hundred and seventy-six, of the acts

of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, or to re-

store a name erroneously stricken off as herein before pro-

vided.

Section 17. If any person who will become twenty-

one years of age before the election next ensuing shall

make application to the registrars for registration in order

to entitle him to vote at such election, he shall be admitted

to registration, provided the registrars shall be satisfied

that he will be of age before such election, and that he has

the other constitutional qualifications of a voter, and is the

identical person he professes to be.

Section 18. One ballot box only shall be used in each

voting precinct ; and before voting begins the ballot box
shall be shown to be empty ; and it shall not be removed
from the public view from the time when it is so shown to

be empty until after the close of the polls.

Section 19. Every person offering to vote shall give

his name and residence, and the same shall be announced
in a loud and distinct tone of voice by one of the inspectors ;

and no ballot shall be received until the name shall have

been found upon the list, and properly checked. After
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the canvas lias been completed by the election officers, the

ballots and voting lists shall be sealed up, transmitted to

the city clerk, and preserved in the manner now provided

b}' law.

Section 20. All applications, certificates or affidavits

taken by the board of assessors or registrars of voters,

under this act, shall be preserved for two years.

Section 21. Any person who shall wilfully and cor-

ruptly take any false oath or affirmation in making any
application, certificate, complaint or affidavit or upon any
examination provided for in this act, shall be deemed guilty

of perjury.

Section 22. Any person who shall wilfully and cor-

ruptly instigate, advise, induce, or procure any other per-

son to take any false oath or affirmation in making any
application, certificate, complaint or affidavit, or upon any
examination provided for in this act, shall be deemed guilty

of subornation of perjury.

Section 23. Any registrar, assistant registrar, assessor,

assistant assessor, collector, assistant collector, warden,
clerk or inspector of elections, who shall wilfully violate

any provision of this act, shall be punished by imprison-

ment not exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding
one hundred dollars.

Section 24. This act shall take effect upon its passage

;

but any election which may be held previous to the next
state election shall be conducted according to the provis-

ions of the laws heretofore regulating the same.

Approved May 11, 1878.
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An Act in relation to the police department of the city of Chap. "241
BOSTON.

Be it enacted, &c., as folloios:

Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston may ap- poiice commis-

point, subject to the approval of the city council, three ^^'^^^^^°^^^'^'

able and discreet persons to constitute a board of police

commissioners in said city. The terms of office of said Terms of oface.

commissioners shall be so arranged at the time of their ap-

pointment that the term of one shall expire on the first

Monday in May in each year after the year eighteen hun-
dred and seventy-eight ; and the vacancy so created, as well

as all vacancies occurring otherwise, shall be filled by the

mayor, with the approval of the city council. Any mem-
ber of said board may be removed at any time by the Removal from

mayor for cause ; or he may be removed by vote of two-
"*''''


