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the canvas lias been completed by the election officers, the

ballots and voting lists shall be sealed up, transmitted to

the city clerk, and preserved in the manner now provided

b}' law.

Section 20. All applications, certificates or affidavits

taken by the board of assessors or registrars of voters,

under this act, shall be preserved for two years.

Section 21. Any person who shall wilfully and cor-

ruptly take any false oath or affirmation in making any
application, certificate, complaint or affidavit or upon any
examination provided for in this act, shall be deemed guilty

of perjury.

Section 22. Any person who shall wilfully and cor-

ruptly instigate, advise, induce, or procure any other per-

son to take any false oath or affirmation in making any
application, certificate, complaint or affidavit, or upon any
examination provided for in this act, shall be deemed guilty

of subornation of perjury.

Section 23. Any registrar, assistant registrar, assessor,

assistant assessor, collector, assistant collector, warden,
clerk or inspector of elections, who shall wilfully violate

any provision of this act, shall be punished by imprison-

ment not exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding
one hundred dollars.

Section 24. This act shall take effect upon its passage

;

but any election which may be held previous to the next
state election shall be conducted according to the provis-

ions of the laws heretofore regulating the same.

Approved May 11, 1878.
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An Act in relation to the police department of the city of Chap. "241
BOSTON.

Be it enacted, &c., as folloios:

Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston may ap- poiice commis-

point, subject to the approval of the city council, three ^^'^^^^^°^^^'^'

able and discreet persons to constitute a board of police

commissioners in said city. The terms of office of said Terms of oface.

commissioners shall be so arranged at the time of their ap-

pointment that the term of one shall expire on the first

Monday in May in each year after the year eighteen hun-
dred and seventy-eight ; and the vacancy so created, as well

as all vacancies occurring otherwise, shall be filled by the

mayor, with the approval of the city council. Any mem-
ber of said board may be removed at any time by the Removal from

mayor for cause ; or he may be removed by vote of two-
"*''''
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thirds of the whole of each branch of the city council by-

vote taken by yea and nay.

Section 2. All the powers vested by the statutes of

the Commonwealth in the board of aldermen of the city

of Boston in relation to the administration of police, and
the appointment of watchmen and policemen in said city,

and all the poAvers and duties conferred upon the board of

license commissioners, appointed under the provisions of

section twenty, chapter ninety-nine, of the acts of the year
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, shall be and herebj^are

vested in the said board of police commissioners; and
said board may also be empowered by the city council to

exercise all or any of the j)owers conferred b}' the statutes

of the Commonwealth upon the board of aldermen, the city

council or the city of Boston, in relation to licensing, regu-

lating and restraining theatrical exhibitions, public shows
and public amusements, billiard tables, bowling alleys, inn-

holders and victuallers, auctioneers, hawkers and peddlers,

carriages, wagons and other vehicles, intelligence offices,

itinerent musicians, pawnbrokers, and dealers in second
hand articles and old junk.

Section 3. The said board of police commissioners
shall appoint a superintendent of police, a deputy superin-

tendent of police, and such number of captains, inspectors,

sergeants, patrolmen, clerks and other officers as the city

council may from time to time by ordinance prescribe

:

provided^ lioivever^ that the appointment of the superin-

tendent of police, the deputy superintendent of police and
the captains of police shall be subject to approval by the
mayor of the city. Any of said officers or members of the

department may be removed by the board for cause. The
compensation of the commissioners and the officers of each
grade shall be fixed from time to time b}^ ordinances of the

city council.

Section 4. The government and discipline of the

police department shall be such as the said board of police

commissioners may from time to time by rules and regula-

tions prescribe. The superintendent of police, appointed
as herein before provided, shall have and exercise all the

powers and duties which b}^ the laws now in force are held

and exercised by the chief of police of the city of Boston ;

and the other officers and patrol policemen, appointed as

herein before provided, shall have and exercise all the

powers and duties which by the laws now in force are held

and exercised by the watch of the city of Boston or by the

police of said city.
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Section 5. The said board of police commissioners

may, by tlie affirmative vote of all the members, and with

the approval of the mayor, retire from office in said police

department any captain, inspector, sergeant or patrolman
who has become disabled while in the actual performance

of duty, or who has performed faithful service in the de-

partment for a period of not less than fifteen consecutive

years, and place the officer so retired upon a pension roll,

and allow him an amount not exceeding one-third the an-

nual salary or compensation of the office from which he is

so retired. But no such officer shall be placed on the pen-

sion roll unless it shall be certified to the board in writing,

by the city physician, that the officer is permanently inca-

pacitated, either mentally or physically, from performing
his duty as a member of the department, nor unless due
notice is given to the officer of the intention to place him
on the retired list. And said commissioners may, with the

approval of the mayor, expend such sums as may be
specially appropriated therefor by the city council for the

relief of widows of police officers who have been killed in

the execution of their duty, or have died from the effect of

injuries received in the execution of their duty. For the

payment of the pensions herein authorized the commis-
sioners may draw from time to time upon the trustees of

the fund for the relief of disabled police officers, estab-

lished by an ordinance of the city council the seventeenth
day of June in the year eighteen hundred and seventy;
and may also apply, if necessary, in addition to the income
from said fund, any sums which may be specially appro-

priated therefor by the city council.

Spxtion 6. The appointment of railroad police in the

cit}^ of Boston, as authorized under the provisions of chap-

ter three hundred and seventy-two of the acts of the year
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, shall be made by the

said police commissioners ; and said commissioners may, if

they deem it expedient, upon the written application of

any responsible corporation or person, appoint for a term
not exceeding one year, suitable persons to be special police

officers, to serve without pay from the city, under such
rules and regulations as the commissioners deem expedient,

with the power of police officers to preserve order and to

enforce the laws and the ordinances of the city in and
about any place of amusement, place of public worship,

wharf, manufactory, or other locality specified in the appli-

cation : j)rovided, that such corporations or persons shall

give bond to the city treasurer, satisfactory to the city so-
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licitor, to be liable to parties aggrieved by any official mis-

conduct of such police officer to the same extent as for the

torts of agents and servants in their employment ; and pro-

ceedings may be had upon said bonds in the same manner
as upon the bonds of constables. A record of such ap-

pointments shall be kept in the office of the commissioners ;

and any appointments so made may be revoked by the said

commissioners at any time.

Section 7. The said board of police commissioners
may, upon an emergency or apprehension of riot, tumult,

mob, insurrection, pestilence or invasion, appoint as many
special patrolmen, without pay, from among the citizens, as

they may deem desirable. During the service of any
special patrolman authorized as aforesaid, he shall possess

all the powers and privileges and perform all the duties

that may be by orders, rules and regulations, from time to

time prescribed.

Section 8. The mayor of the city of Boston shall have
power at all times, in any emergency, of which he shall be
the judge, to assume command of the whole or any part of

the police force in said city.

Section 9. The city council of Boston shall have power
to pass such ordinances, not inconsistent herewith or repug-

nant to other laws of this Commonwealth as to the duties

and authority of said board of police commissioners, as it

may from time to time deem expedient and necessary.

Section 10. The members of the Boston police force

in office when the said police commissioners are first ap-

pointed, shall continue to hold their several offices until

removed or placed on the retired list by the said commis-
sioners ; and the present rules and regulations of the board
of aldermen for the government of the police shall continue

in force until otherwise ordered by the said commissioners.

Section 11. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent here-

with are hereby repealed.

Section 12. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved 3fay 14, 1878.

An Act in relation to the crossing of the tracks of the
boston and maine railroad by the lowell and lawrence
railroad company at south lawrence.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows:

Section 1. Unless within thirty days after the passage

of this act the Lowell and Lawrence Railroad ComjDany
and the Boston and Elaine Railroad shall have agreed upon
a method to be approved by the board of railroad commis-


