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and a copy thereof to the board of commissioners of sav-

ings banks. The board of commissioners of savings banks
may at any time examine said treasurer, board of invest-

ment or other officers 'aforesaid under oath, in order to

determine whether or not all the property which said sav-

ings bank owned or was entitled to, has been transferred

to said receivers.

Section 6. The provisions of section seven of chapter
one hundred and ninety-two of the acts for the year
eighteen hundred and sixty-six are hereby so amended,
that the report therein required to be made to the secretary

of the Commonwealth, relative to violations of law by
savings banks, its officers or trustees, may be made directly

to the attorney-general.

Section 7. In this act the word "savings bank" shall

be held to include institutions for savings.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 13, 1878.

An Act relating to trustees and trust estates.

Be it enacted, cfcc, as folloivs

:

Section 1. The provisions of sections nine and ten of

chapter one hundred of the General Statutes, for vesting

trust estates in new trustees, shall apply to such trustees

chosen or appointed in conformity to any written instru-

ment creating a trust, in place of former trustees there-

under.

Section 2. When property is held in trust under any
written instrument or statute and there is no adequate
provision for an account of the management of the trust

estate, the probate court in any county where any land so

held is situate, or where any person interested in such
trust resides, may, on application of any person interested,

require the trustee on oath to render such an account to

said court ; and the court first so applied to shall there-

after have exclusive original jurisdiction therein.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 15, 1878.

An Act in relation to the election of selectmen and
assessors of towns.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows:

Section 1. Any town in this Commonwealth which
shall have accepted the provisions of this act in regard to

selectmen at any annual meeting thereof, may, at such or

any annual meeting thereafter, elect its selectmen for the
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period of three years in the following manner, namely: if

the selectmen be three in number, the inhabitants may elect

one person for the period of one year, one person for two
years, and one person for three years ; and thereafter at

each annual meeting may elect one selectman to serve for

three 3-ears. If the selectmen be five in number, then they

may elect one person for a period of one year, two per-

sons for two years, and two persons for three years ; and
thereafter at each annual meeting they may elect one or

two selectmen, as the term of office of one or two may ex-

pire in that year, to serve for three years. If the selectmen

be seven in number, then they may elect two persons for a

period of one year, two persons for two years, and three

persons for three years ; and at each annual meeting there-

after they may elect two or three selectmen as the terra of

office of two or three may expire in that year, to serve for

three years. If the selectmen be nine in number, then

they may elect three persons for a period of one year,

three persons for two years, and three persons for three

years ; and at each annual meeting thereafter they may
elect three persons to serve for three years.

Section 2. Any town which shall have accepted the

provisions of this act in regard to assessors at any annual
meeting thereof, may elect at such or any annual meeting
thereafter, three or five assessors for the term of three

years in the manner herein before provided for electing

three or five selectmen, or it may elect four assessors, two
for the period of one year, and two for two years ; and at

each annual meeting thereafter the inhabitants may elect

two assessors to serve for two years.

Section 3. If any town votes at any annual meeting
thereof to increase or diminish the number of its select-

men or assessors, it may do so by electing or omitting

to elect such a number at that or any annual meeting
thereafter, as will make the board of the required number
with terms of office expiring in the manner provided in

the first two sections hereof: provided^ however^ that the

number shall not be diminished in such a manner as will

prevent one member being elected in every year.

Section 4. Vacancies in either the board of assessors

or of selectmen may be filled in the manner now provided
by law, and the person chosen to fill any vacancy shall hold

office during the unexpired term of the member whose
place he fills.

Section 5. The acceptance of this act by any town
may at any subsequent annual meeting thereof be revoked
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by such town, and thereupon this act shall cease to be
operative in such town : provided, however, that such a
revocation shall not affect the term of office of selectmen
or assessors previously chosen. Approved May 13, 1878.

Chap. 256 -^n Act to amend chapter seventy of the general statutes,
RELATING TO BURIALS AT PUBLIC EXPENSE.

JBe it enacted, &c., as foUoivs:

Section 1. The provisions of section fifteen of chapter
seventy of the General Statutes, for the burial of state

paupers, are hereby extended to unknown persons found
dead, and to all persons without settlement, having died
without means of support, notwithstanding such persons
may not have applied for public relief during their life

time : provided, however, that section seventeen of chap-
ter two hundred of the acts of the jenv eighteen hundred
and seventy-seven shall not be affected by this act.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 15, 1878.

Chap. 257 -^^ ^^^ -^^ ADDITION TO AN "ACT RELATING TO THE EMPLOYMENT

OF CHILDREN, AND REGULATIONS RESPECTING THEM."

Be it enacted, &c., as follows

:

Section 1. Every owner, superintendent or overseer of

any manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establishment
in this Commonwealth shall require and keep on file a certifi-

cate of the age and place of birth of every minor child under
the age of sixteen years in his employ, or in the employ of

such establishment, so long as such minor shall be so em-
ployed, which certificate shall also state, in the case of a

minor under the age of fourteen years, the amount of his or

her school attendance during the year next preceding such
employment. Said certificate shall be made by or under
the direction of the school committee of the place where
such attendance has been had, or where such establishment
is located.

Section 2. In case no such certificate shall have been
required by such owner, superintendent or overseer, then
such employment shall be deemed to have been a violation

of the second section of chapter fifty-two of the acts of the
year eighteen hundred and seventy-six.

Section 3. The truant officers may demand the names of

the minor children under the age of sixteen years employed
in the establishments above named in their several cities

and towns, and may require that the certificates of age and
school attendance prescribed in this act shall be produced
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