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by such town, and thereupon this act shall cease to be
operative in such town : provided, however, that such a
revocation shall not affect the term of office of selectmen
or assessors previously chosen. Approved May 13, 1878.

Chap. 256 -^n Act to amend chapter seventy of the general statutes,
RELATING TO BURIALS AT PUBLIC EXPENSE.

JBe it enacted, &c., as foUoivs:

Section 1. The provisions of section fifteen of chapter
seventy of the General Statutes, for the burial of state

paupers, are hereby extended to unknown persons found
dead, and to all persons without settlement, having died
without means of support, notwithstanding such persons
may not have applied for public relief during their life

time : provided, however, that section seventeen of chap-
ter two hundred of the acts of the jenv eighteen hundred
and seventy-seven shall not be affected by this act.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 15, 1878.

Chap. 257 -^^ ^^^ -^^ ADDITION TO AN "ACT RELATING TO THE EMPLOYMENT

OF CHILDREN, AND REGULATIONS RESPECTING THEM."

Be it enacted, &c., as follows

:

Section 1. Every owner, superintendent or overseer of

any manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establishment
in this Commonwealth shall require and keep on file a certifi-

cate of the age and place of birth of every minor child under
the age of sixteen years in his employ, or in the employ of

such establishment, so long as such minor shall be so em-
ployed, which certificate shall also state, in the case of a

minor under the age of fourteen years, the amount of his or

her school attendance during the year next preceding such
employment. Said certificate shall be made by or under
the direction of the school committee of the place where
such attendance has been had, or where such establishment
is located.

Section 2. In case no such certificate shall have been
required by such owner, superintendent or overseer, then
such employment shall be deemed to have been a violation

of the second section of chapter fifty-two of the acts of the
year eighteen hundred and seventy-six.

Section 3. The truant officers may demand the names of

the minor children under the age of sixteen years employed
in the establishments above named in their several cities

and towns, and may require that the certificates of age and
school attendance prescribed in this act shall be produced
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for their inspection; and if the name and certificate as

aforesaid be not produced in any case, it shall be prima
facie evidence that the employment of such child is

illegal.

Section 4. On and after the first day of May, eighteen

hundred and eighty, no child under fourteen years of age

shall be employed in any manufacturing, mechanical or

mercantile establishment, while the public schools in the

city or town where such child lives are in session, unless

such child can read and write. Every owner, superintend-

ent or overseer in any establishment above named, who
employs, or permits to be employed, any child in violation

of this section, and every parent or guardian who permits

such employment, shall for every such offence forfeit a sum
of not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars for the

use of the public schools of such city or town.
Section 5. Section two of chapter fifty-two of the acts

of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six is hereby
amended by inserting after the word "employed", in the

second line, the words " except during the vacations of the

public schools." Approved May 13, 1878.

An Act concerning commercial fertilizers.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows

:

Section 1. Every lot or parcel of commercial fertilizer

sold, offered or exposed for sale, within this Common-
wealth, shall be accompanied by a printed label which shall

state clearly the composition of the same, as follows, to

wit: — in the case of all fertilizers which are sold at more
than twelve dollars per ton, and which contain nitrogen,

potassium, or phosphorus, the said label shall give the per-

centage of anhydrous potassium oxide or its equivalent of

potassium and of phosphoric oxide or anhydrous phosphor-

ic acid, in any form or combination soluble in distilled

water, and the percentage of nitrogen in the fertilizer

which it accompanies. In the case of those fertilizers

which consist of other and cheaper materials, the said

label shall give a correct general statement of the compo-
sition and ingredients of the fertilizer it accompanies.
Section 2. Every manufacturer or importer of com-

mercial fertilizers as specified in section one, before offer-

ing the same for sale in this Commonwealth, shall procure

from the secretary of the Commonwealth a license as a

manufacturer or importer of the same, and shall pay into

the treasury of the Commonwealth the sum of fifty dollars

annually as a license fee ; and shall at the same time file
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