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Appropriation SECTION 6. For tliG purposes of tliis act, a sum not ex-

road"^^''™'"^''
°^ ceeding three thousand dollars is appropriated, to be paid

from the earnings of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and
Hoosac Tunnel. Approved 3fay 17, 1878.
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An Act relative to the troy and Greenfield railroad
IN the state of VERMONT, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE
SOUTHERN VERMONT RAILROAD, AND CERTAIN RAILROADS IN

VERMONT, TO BE CONSTRUCTED, TO CONNECT WITH THE TROY
AND GREENFIELD RAILROAD.

Be it enacted, &c. , as follows

:

Section 1. Whereas the Troy and Boston Railroad

Company, a corporation established under the laws of New
York, claim to hold a lease of that portion of the Troy
and Greenfield Railroad lying in the state of Vermont, and
otherwise known as the Southern Vermont Railroad, by
the terms of which lease an annual rental is paid to this

Commonwealth ; and whereas said railroad is of value as

affording access to that part of the Troy and Greenfield

Railroad lying in this Commonwealth, and to the Hoosac
Tunnel, to and from the state of New York : Now, for the

purpose of affording access to said Troy and Greenfield

Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, the said Troy and Boston
Railroad Company are hereby authorized and permitted to

assign said lease to this Commonwealth ; and thereupon
said corporation shall be released and discharged from all

obligations not already incurred to the Commonwealth,
arising from said lease ; but all future obligations of the

said corporation under the same shall be assumed by this

Commonwealth ; and the said Troy and Boston Railroad,

and all other railroads, shall be allowed to connect with
said Railroad in Vermont at the line of the state of New
York, with the same facilities for the use of the Troy
and Greenfield Railroad, and for connection for the trans-

portation of freight and passengers, subject to the laws of

Vermont, as would be granted to the several railroads if

connecting at the state line of Massachusetts : p)'ovided,

however, that if the Troy and Boston Railroad Company
shall not, within forty days from and after the passage of

this act, deliver to the governor and council, for the bene-

fit of the Commonwealth, a full assignment of said lease,

satisfactory in form to the attorney-general, said corpora-

tion shall have no authority under this act to make such
assignment.

Section 2. If the said Troy and Boston Railroad Com-
pany shall assign to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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said lease, and all their rights under the same, within forty dctcrminc.i by

days as above provided, an impartial commission of three coinmis^ionfrs.

able and discreet men shall be appointed,— one by the
governor, with the advice and consent of the council, one Appointment of

by the Troy and Boston Railroad Company, and the third
«o«'"i«^i"»^>-«-

by the commissioners so selected ; and on the failure to

appoint the third commissioner for the space of sixty days
after the choice of the first two commissioners, then the
said third commissioner may be appointed by the supreme
court of the state of Vermont, sitting in full bench, or
by all the judges of said court acting as individuals. When
said commission shall have been appointed the}^ shall pro-

ceed to assess and determine the value of the said lease,

subject to its rental, and of the rights of the Troy and
Boston Railroad Company under the same ; but in such
assessment and determination it shall be presumed that
free charters for additional railroads may be granted by
the state of Vermont to connect the Troy and Greenfield
Railroad with the railroads of the state of New York;
and the decision of such commissioners must be unani-
mous and shall in that case be final. The value of the vaiuetobe aid

said lease and of the rights of said corporation under the \v the Oommon-

same, determined as provided, shall be paid to the Troy
and Boston Railroad Company by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

Section 3. If said Troy and Boston Railroad Com- ifieageisnotag.

pany shall not assign said lease as above provided, the con- um^Hoosac^"*'
sent of this Commonwealth is hereby given, so far as the X?""*^', =*"'^

same raav be lawful and its title or interest is concerned, way Company

to the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Railway Com- amf uTeTh"
^""^

pany, a corporation duly established under the laws of the n°o"uR™iroad
state of Vermont, to enter upon, and use and locate, con-
struct and maintain, under the laws of the state of Ver-
mont, a railroad upon the rights of way and railroad lands
of said Troy and Greenfield Railroad in the state of Ver-
mont, otherwise called the Southern Vermont Railroad,
and upon such parts and portions of the same as may be
necessary to construct their railroad through the state of
Vermont, but not interfering with the main tracks of the
present road, nor entering within one rod of said tracks,

except as may be necessary for connection with the Troy
and Greenfield Railroad at the state line of Massachusetts.

Section 4. The consent of this Commonwealth re- ^"ot to be con-

ferred to in section three shall not be construed to release xroy^'anVBoT
the Troy and Boston Railroad Company from any obliga- c"mpa''nyTorfrom
tions they may be under by virtue of said lease, nor to any obligations
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interfere in an}^ w^ay with their rights thereunder, nor to

permit the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Railway-

Company, or any person, to enter upon, use, locate, con-

struct or maintain a railroad upon the rights of way or

railroad lands of said Troy and Greenfield Railroad in the

state of Vermont, without payment to the said Troy and
Boston Railroad Company of all damages caused thereby
to said corporation, and to any rights they may have under
said lease, as the same may be assessed under the laws of

Vermont for the taking of land and other property for

such purposes, nor shall it authorize any eviction of the

tenant from an}'' rights under said lease, nor any interfer-

ence with such rights; but nothing in this act shall be
construed to confirm, ratify or validate said lease.

Section 5. The Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western
Railway Company of Vermont, shall upon the completion

of its road file in the ofiice of the auditor of this Common-
wealth a full, accurate and detailed statement of the cost

of its road, the same to be duly verified by the oaths of its

president and treasurer.

Section 6. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts may
at any time purchase the railroads and their appurtenances
Ij'ing in Vermont, located or constructed now or hereafter

by the said Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Railway
Company, to connect with the Troy and Greenfield Rail-

road in this Commonwealth, free of all liens, mortgages,

leases and conveyances, with all the rights of said corpo-

ration and all others to use the same, and all the franchises

of said corporation, by paying to said corporation the full

cost of said railroads and ten per cent, interest thereon,

deducting all dividends paid to stockholders thereon, and
net earnings thereof undivided ; and thereafter said rail-

roads so purchased shall be operated and controlled, so far

as the laws of Vermont will permit, in like manner as the

Troy and Greenfield Railroad in tliis Commonwealth now
is or hereafter may be.

Section 7. If at any time the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts shall become possessed of the said Troy and
Greenfield Railroad in the state of Vermont, and shall not

have purchased the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western
Railway in the state of Vermont, as provided in this act,

and said roads shall be operated as independent parallel

roads, while the said Troy and Greenfield Railroad in the

state of Vermont shall be possessed by this Common-
wealth, the freight and passengers which shall be received

at the state line of tliis Commonwealth from the Boston,
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^oosac Tunnel and Western Railway, and which shall be

carried upon the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in this

Commonwealth, shall be free from all tolls and charges

which may be imposed upon and for the carriage of freight

and passengers upon the said Troy and Greenfield Rail-

road in the state of Vermont ; but tolls and charges for

or upon such carriage shall be exacted from its place of

delivery at the state line of this Commonwealth.
Section 8. Whenever the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and

Western Railway Company of New York, and the Boston,

Hoosac Tunnel and Western Railway Company of Ver-
mont, have completed a continuous line of railroad, either

by constructing an independent road or by using in part

existing roads, from the Hudson River, near Mechanics-
ville, to the Troy and Greenfield Railroad at the state line

of Vermont and Massachusetts, the Boston, Hoosac Tun-
nel and Western Railway Company of Vermont, shall be

entitled to all the rights and privileges of connecting rail-

roads under chapter seventy-seven of the acts of the year

eighteen hundred and seventy-five and all acts of this Com-
monwealth relating to connecting roads, until said acts

shall be changed by the general court.

Section 9. Unless the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and
Western Railway Company of New York, and the Bos-

ton, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Railway Company of

Vermont, shall have completed and opened for use a con-

tinuous line of their railroad from Mechanicsville, in the

state of New York, to the Troy and Greenfield Railroad

at the state line of Vermont and Massachusetts, before

the first day of May, eighteien hundred and eighty, all the

rights of the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Rail-

way Company of Vermont under this act shall cease and
determine, and all titles of said corporation acquired under
the same shall become void, except as saved by further

laws of this Commonwealth.
Section 10. The first and second sections of this act

shall take effect upon its passage ; and the remaining sec-

tions shall take effect whenever the Boston, Hoosac Tun-
nel and Western Railway Company of Vermont, shall file

in the office of the secretary of this Commonwealth a valid

and effective agreement, ratified by a vote of its stock-

holders, and satisfactory to the attorney-general, to accept
the same, and that all the terms and conditions therein

named shall be complied with : provided, such agreement
shall be so filed within fort}" days of the passage of this

act, and said agreement shall be recorded in the town
36
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clerk's office of the town of Povvnal, in the state of

Vermont. Ap2Jroved May 17, 1878.

Chap. 280 An Act to apportiox and assess a state tax of one million
DOLLARS.

Be it enacted, &c., as foHoivs

:

state tax of $1,. SECTION 1. Each citj and town in this Commonwealth
' shall be assessed and pay the several sums with which

they stand respectively charged in the following schedule ;

that is to say :
—

Barnstable
County. BARNSTABLE COUNTY.

Barnstable,

Brewster, .

Chatham, .

Dennis,

Eastham, .

Falmouth,

.

Harwich, .

Mashpee, .

Orleans, .

Provincetown,

Sandwich,

.

Truro,

Wellfleet, .

Yarmouth,

One thousand five hundred and sixty

dollars, ....
Four hundred and ten dollars.

Five hundred dollars.

Nine hundred and twenty dollars.

One hundred and thirty dollars.

One thousand three hundred and
seventy dollars, .

Six hundred and fifty dollars,

.

Sixty dollars,....
Three hundi-ed dollars, .

One thousand one hundred dollars,

Eight hundred and ten dollars.

One hundred and eighty dollars.

Five hundi'ed and forty dollai's.

Eight hundred and forty dollars, .

11,560 00
410 00

500 00

920 00

130 00

1,370 00
650 00

60 00

300 00

1,100 00

810 00

180 00

540 00

840 00

),370 00

Berkshire Coun-
ty-

Adams,

Alford,

Becket,

BERKSHIRE COUNTY.

One thousand two hundred and sixty

dollars, .....
One hundred and sixty dollars,

Two hundred and eighty dollars, .

$1,260 00
160 00

280 00


