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Any balance of tlie foregoing appropriations unexpended
after the fulfilment of the purpose for which it is made
maybe used for constructing sidings or in ballasting under
the track in the Hoosac Tunnel. The foregoing sums
shall be taken from time to time as required from the bal-

ance of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad fund in the

treasury of the Commonwealth.
The sums of money required under chapter two hun-

dred and seventy-seven of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and seventy-eight shall be paid from the treasury

of the Commonwealth instead of from the earnings of

the said railroad and tunnel.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Ap2)roved Ajrnl 30., 1879.

An Act to create a state board of health, lunacy and Chap. 291
CHARITY.

Be it enacted, <£:c., as follows:

Sectiox 1. The state board of health, the board of

state charities, the boards of trustees of the state re-

form school and the state industrial school, the boards
of inspectors of the state primary school, the state alms-
house, and the state workhouse, the advisory boards, of
women to the inspectors of the state almshouse and of

the state primary school, and to the trustees of the state

reform school, and the visiting agency created by chapter
three hundred and fifty-nine of the acts of the year eigh-

teen hundred and seventy, are hereby abolished.

Section 2. The governor, with the advice and consent
of the council, shall appoint nine persons, who shall con
stitute a state board of health, lunacy and charity. They
shall hold their offices for five years : provided, that the
terms of office of the nine first ap[)ointed shall be so

arranged that the term of one shall expire in five years,

and the terms of two in four, three, two years, and one
year respectively ; and the vacancies so created, as well as

all vacancies occurring otherwise shall be filled by appoint-
ment or re-appointment by the governor and council.

Section 8. The board shall have all the powers and
duties and may exercise all the functions of the boards
abolished by section one hereof, and of all their bureaus
and agents, including the agency thereby abolished, except
as hereinafter provided ; and said board may assign any of
its powers and duties to agents appointed for the purpose,
and may execute any of its functions by such agents, or

by committees appointed from and by said board.
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Section 4. Said board shall have general supervision

over all the state, charitable and retorniatory institutions

mentioned herein, including the state lunatic hospitals,

the state almshouse, the state workhouse, the state

primary school, the state reform school, and the state

industrial school for girls. And said board may, when
directed by the governor, assume and exercise the powers

of the boards of trustees of said institutions, in any matter

relating to the management thereof, excepting the trusts

herein mentioned.
Section 5. Said board shall act as commissioners of

lunacy, with power to investigate the question of the

insanity and condition of any person committed to any
lunatic hosj^ital or asylum, jjublic or private, or restrained

of his libert}^ by reason of alleged insanity, at any
place within this Commonwealth ; and shall discharge any
person, so committed or restrained, if in their opinion

sucli person is not insane, or can be cared for after such

discharge, without danger to others, and with benefit to

such person. And the members of said board, in person

or by agents, shall visit and inspect every private asylum
or receptacle for the insane within the Commonwealth, at

least once in every six months.

Section 6. In case of small pox, or other contagious or

infectious disease dangerous to the public health, existing

or likely to exist in any place within the state, said board

shall investigate the same, and the means of preventing

the spread thereof : and shall consult thereon with the local

authorities and shall have co-ordinate powers as a board

of health, in every place, with the board of health or

health officer thereof, and with the mayor and aldernun or

the selectmen, when no such boaid or officer exists in such

place.

Section 7. Said board, with the consent of the gov-

ernor, shall appoint such officers as are necessary, antl lix

their compensation, within the limits of the annual appro-

priation. Said board shall be provided with rooms at tlie

state house, and shall hold meetings each month on a day
fixed by said board, and at such other times as may be

needful. The board shall make its own by-laws, and shall

make a report of its doings to the governor and council,

on or before the thirty-fiist day of December in each year,

such report being made up to the thirtieth day of Septem-

ber inclusive. It shall embody in its report a properly classi-

fied and tabulated statement of the recei])ts ami expenses

of said board and of each of the several institutions named
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in this act for the said year, and a corresponding classified

and tabulated statement of their estimates for the year

ensuing, with its opinion as to the necessity or expediency
of appropriations in accordance with said estimates ; ])ut

this provision shall not apply to estimates for the ordinary

expenses of lunatic hos})itals. Said report shall also pre-

sent a concise review of the work of the several institu-

tions herein named for the year preceding, with such sug-

gestions and recommendations as to said institutions, and
the charitable, reformatory, and liealth interests of the

state, as may be deemed expedient. The members of said to serve wuh-

board and the members ot the boards of trustees of the o'^t^compensa-

state institutions herein named shall receive no compen-
sation for their services ; but their travelling and other

necessary expenses shall be allowed and paid ; and no
person employed by the board shall be a member thereof.

Section 8. The governor, with the advice and consent Board of

of the council, shall appoint a board of seven trustees, two ap"pointVd.^*

of whom shall be women, who shall have charge of the

government of the state reform school at Westborough,
the state industrial school for girls at Lancaster, and the

state primary school at Monson ; and shall be known as

the Trustees of the State Primary and Reform Schools.

They shall hold office five years: provided^ that the terms Terms of office.

of the seven first appointed shall be so arranged that the
term of two shall expire in one year, two in two years,

one in three years, one in four years and one in five years

;

and the vacancies so arising, as well as vacancies otherwise

occurring, shall be filled by appointment or re-appointment
by the governor and council. And no person employed
by the board and receiving compensation shall be a mem-
ber thereof. Said board of trustees shall be a corporation, To be a corpora-

for the purpose of taking, holding and investing, to them- ofhow'iifggms!

selves and their successors, in trust for the Common- fantsor
1 • f T 1 1

bequests.

wealth, any grant or devise ot lands, and any gitt or

bequest of money or other personal property, made for

the use of the institutions of which they are trustees, or

either of them; and they shall succeed to the trusts and To succeed to

powers heretofore held or acquired hy the boards of trus- inTpowers!*

tees, and the treasurers of the state reform and the state

industrial schools, and said board of trustees shall have Powers and

the powers and perform the duties of the trustees and in-

spectors of the institutions named in this section, except
as otherwise provided in this act.

Section 9. The governor, with the advice and consent Trustees of

of the council, shall appoint five persons, including two «'^^'^''''"«'^o"«e-
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women, who shall be known as the Board of Trustees of

the State Almshouse, and who shall have the powers and
perform the duties now had and performed by the inspect-

ors of said almshouse. They shall hold office for three

years; but of the five first appointed, two shall hold office

for three years, two for two years and one for one year;
and all vacancies so occurring as well as vacancies other-

wise arising shall be filled as above by appointment or re-

appointment. And a like l)oard of five shall be appointed

and commissioned as above, and shall be knoAvn as the

Board of Trustees of the State Workhouse, and shall

have all the powers, and perform all the duties now had
and performed by the inspectors of said workhouse, and
make all rules and regulations for the government of the

same. And no person employed by either board shall be a

member thereof.

Section 10. The superintendents and physicians of

all the state institutions herein named, except the lunatic

hospitals, shall be elected annually and their compensation
fixed by the boanl of trustees having charge of each insti-

tution respectively, said compensation liaving first been
approved by the governor and council ; and the other offi-

cers shall be hereafter appointed, and their compensation
fixed by the superintendents with the approval of the

trustees : 'provided, that the amount paid for such salaries

shall not exceed in the aggregate the sum appropriated by
the legislature for the purpose. The officers of the state

lunatic hospitals shall be appointed and paid as they now
are.

Section 11. All laws applying to the boards, bureaus
and agencies hereby abolished shall apply to the l)oard

created by section two of this act. All acts and parts of

acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 12. This act shall take effect on the first day
of July in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine:

provided, that the members of said boards may be ap-

pointed at any time after the })assage of this act. and may
appoint agents and officers, and assign their duties before

said first day of July.

Approved April 30, IS79.

Chap. 292 An Act relating to the probate offices of the several
COUNTIES.

Be it evaded, &c., as follows

:

Judges, regis- SECTION 1. No judgc, register, or assistant register of
ters, etc., not to

p^.^ij^^g a,jj insolvcucy ill any county, or any other person


