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therefrom any inmate thereof committed thereto as an
insane person, provided due written notice of intention so

to discharge shall be sent by said superintendent to the

person or persons who originally signed the petition for

the commitment of such inmate.

Section 2. Said superintendent may also, when he
shall deem it advisable, permit any such inmate to leave

the hospital or asylum temporarily in charge of his guar-

dian, relatives or friends, for a period not exceeding sixty

days, and receive him when returned by such guardian,

relatives or friends within such period, without any fur-

ther order of commitment. Approved March 24, 1883.

Chap. 79 An Act relating to the commissioners of the public lands
FUND.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. So much of the commissioners of public

lands fund established by section three of chapter two
hundred of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
sixty, as is not required to meet special appropriations for

filling the Back Bay lands, shall be reserved and managed
as a sinking fund to be applied to the redemption at matu-
rity of the scrip authorized by section two of chapter one
hundred seventy-one of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
dred and seventy-six, commonly called the harbor im-

provement loan.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 24, 1883.
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An Act providing for a clerk for the district court of
hampshire.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. There shall be a clerk for the district

court of Hampshire who shall be appointed in accordance

with the provisions of law relating to the appointment of

clerks of police and district courts, and who shall enter

upon his duties on the first day of May in the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-three.

Section 2. Said clerk shall receive from the county
of Hampshire an annual salary of six hundred dollars.

Section 3. Said clerk shall be subject to all the pro-

visions of law applicable to clerks of police and district

courts except as provided in the following section.

Section 4. Said clerk shall not attend the sessions of

said court held at any other places than Northampton
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unless requested so to do by the justice thereof. When
said clerk is not so requested, the justice shall keep a rec-

ord of the proceedings had before him, which he shall

transmit to said clerk to be entered by him upon the

docket and records of said court. Said justice shall also

account with and pay over to the said clerk all lines, costs

and fees received by him.

Section 5. Said clerk shall have power to receive

complaints and issue warrants returnable to said court,

and also to take bail iu cases pending therein.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 24, 1883.
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An Act for the better protection of property of certain (JJiar). 81
LIBRARIES. -^

Be it enacted^ etc., asfoUoivs:

Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hun- Penalty for de.

dred and three of the Public Statutes is hereby amended so cmafn librahTs.

as to read as follows :—Whoever wilfully and maliciously

or wantonly and without cause writes upon, injures, de-

faces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving,

map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, or

statue belonging to a law, town, city or other public or

incorporjvted library, shall be punished by a fine of not

less than five nor more than fifty dollars, or by imprison-

ment in the jail not exceeding six months.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 24, 1883.

An Act to authorize the city of haverhill to construct
a wharf and a bridge over little river.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The city of Haverhill may construct a

wharf at the outlet of Little Kiver, between Washington
Square and the Merrimack River in said city, and may
extend the same southerly from the stone abutment on
the southerly side of said square a distance not exceeding

two hundred and fifty-five feet or to such a line as may
be established as a harbor line for said city ; may construct

a stone bridge over said Little River for a part or the whole

of said distance, and may close and discontinue any high-

ways or landings thereon, except the highway, if any, on
the westerly side of said Little River : provided, said city

shall construct and maintain a slip or landing at the Mer-
rimack River, with access thereto from said Washington
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