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session by purchase, gift, grant, devise or otherwise, to

an amount not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars."

And section three of said chapter is amended by striking Bond of treas-

out in the seventh and eighth lines thereof the words " in
"'^'"'"

double the amount of the property entrusted to him," and
inserting in place thereof the following words : "in the

sum of not less than five thousand dollars, and for such

larger sum as said trustees shall deem sufficient."

toECTiox 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 23, 1883.

An Act to establish the city of Northampton.

Be it enacted., etc., as follows

:

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Northamp-
ton shall continue to be a body politic and corporate under
the name of the City of Northampton, and as such shall

have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, immunities, pow-
ers and privileges, and shall be subject to all the duties

and ol)ligations now incumbent upon and pertaining to

the said town as a municipal corporation.

Section 2. The administration of all the fiscal, pru-

dential and municipal aff'airs of the said city, with the

government thereof, shall be vested in an officer to be

called the mayor, a council of seven to be called the board
of aldermen, and a council of twenty-one to be called the

common council ; the said councils, in their joint capacity,

shall be denominated the city council, and the members
thereof shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their

respective duties. A majority of each board shall consti-

tute a quorum for the transaction of business, and no
member of either board shall receive any compensation
for his services.

Section 3. The selectmen of said town, as soon as

may be after the acceptance of this act, shall divide said

town into seven wards, so that the wards shall contain, as

nearly as may be consistent with well defined limits to

each ward, an equal number of voters, and they shall des-

ignate such wards by numbers.
Section 4. The municipal election shall take place on

the first Tuesday of December annually, and the munici-

pal year shall begin on the first Monday of January fol-

lowing.

Section 5. On the first Tuesday of December an-

nually, there shall be elected, by ballot, in each of said

wards, a warden, clerk and three inspectors of elections,
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who shall he difierent persons, and shall he residents in

the ward, and who shall hold their respective othces one
year, and until others shall he elected and qualilicd in

their stead. The wardens shall preside at all ward meet-
ings, with the powers of moderators at town meetings

;

and if at any meeting the warden is not present, the clerk

shall preside until a wnrden pro tempore is elected hy hallot.

If both Avarden and clerk are ahsent, the senior in age of the

inspectors present shall preside until f\.\viiY(\Qx\ pro tempore

is so elected ; and if all said officers are ahsent, any legal

voter in said ward may preside until a warden pro tempore

is so elected. AVhen any ward officer is ahsent or

neglects to perform his duty, his office shall he filled pro
tempore hy ballot. The clerk shall record all the pro-

ceedings and certify the votes and deliver to his successor

in office all the records, journals, documents and papers
held hy him in his said capacity. The inspectors shall

assist the warden in reviving, assorting and counting the

votes. All of said officers shall be sworn to a faithful

discharge of their duties, said oath to be administered by
the clerk to the warden, and by the warden to the clerk

and to the inspectors, or to either of said officers l^y any
justice of the peace. Certificates of such oaths shall be

made by the clerk upon the ward records. All warrants

for meetings of the citizens for municipal pur})oses, to he

held either in wards or in general meetings, shall be issued

by the mayor and aldermen, and served and returned in

such manner and at such times as the city council shall

direct. The compensation of the ward officers shall be

fixed by concurrent vote of the city council.

Section 6. Ihe mayor shall be elected by and from
the qualified voters of the city, voting in their respective

wards.

Section 7. One alderman shall be elected by and
from the voters of each ward, and shall, at the time of

his election, be a resident of the ward in which he is so

elected.

Skction 8. Three common councilmen shall be

elected by and from the voters of each wai'd, and shall, at

the time of their election, be residents of the ward in which
they are elected.

Skction \). The mayor shall hold office for the muni-
cipal year next following his election, and until his suc-

cessor is chosen and qualified, and the members of each
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branch of the city council shall hold office for the munici-

pal year next following their election, and until a major-

ity of the succeeding board is chosen and qualified. In

case of a vacancy in the office of ma^^or, or of his inal)ility

to act, the president of the board of aldermen shall act as

mayor until the inability ceases or the vacancy is filled.

(Section 10. On the first Tuesday of December an- Eipctionof

nually, the qualified voters in the several wards shall give dfy om"eVs°.

in their votes by ballot for mayor, city clerk, city treas-

urer, aldermen and common counciltnen, school commit-
tee, an elector under the Oliver Smith will, and three

trustees under the will of Charles E. Forbes, in accord-

ance Avith the provisions of this act. All the votes so

given shall be assorted, counted, declared and recorded in

open ward meeting, by causing the names of the peraons

voted for and the inunber of votes given for each to be

written in the ward record at length. The clerk of the

ward, within twenty-four hours thereafter, shall deliver

to the city clerk a copy of the record of such election,

certified by the warden and clerk and a majority of the

inspectors. The board of aldermen shall, within ten days

thereafter, examine the copies of the records of the several

wards, certified as aforesaid, and shall cause the person

who shall have been elected mayor to be notified in writ-

ing of his election ; but if no person is elected, or if the

})erson elected shall refuse to accept the office, the board
shall issue warrants for a new election, and the same pro-

ceedings shall be had in all respects as are herein before

provided for the election of mayor, and from time to time

shall be repeated until a mayor shall be elected and shall

accept said office. Each alderman and councilman shall be

notified in writing of his election by the city clerk. The
oath prescril)ed by this act shall be administered to the

mayor by the city clerk or by any justice of the peace.

The aldermen and common councilmen elect, shall, on the

first Monday of January, at ten o'clock in the forenoon,

meet in convention, when the oath required by this act

shall be administered to the members of the two boards

present, by the mayor, city clerk or by any justice of the

peace; and a ceitificate of such oath having been taken,

shall be entered upon the journal of the mayor and alder-

men and of the common council l)y their respective clerks.

After the oath has been administered as aforesaid, the two
boards shall separate, and the common council shall be
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organized hy the election of one of its own members as

president, and also a clerk not one of its own members, to

hold their offices respectively during that municipal }'ear,

and the clerk shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
all the duties of his office, and his compensation shall be
fixed by concurrent vote of the city council. In case of

the absence of the mayor elect on the first Monday oi

January, or if a mayor shall not then have been elected,

the city council thall organize itself in the manner herein

before provided, and may proceed to business in the same
manner as if the mayor were present ; and the oath of
office may at any time thereafter, in convention of the two
boards, be administered to the mayor, and any member of

the city council who may have been absent at the organ-

ization. In the alisence of the mayor the board of alder-

men may elect a presiding offi'cer, pi-o temjoore, who shall

also, in such case, preside at the joint meetings of the tw^o

boards. Each board shall keep a record of its own pro-

ceedings and judge of the elections of its own meml)ers
;

and in case of vacancy in either board the mayor and
aldermen shall issue their warrants for a new election.

Section 11. The mayor shall be the chief executive

officer of the city. He shall cause the laAvs and regula-

tions of the city to be enforced and keep a general super-

vision over the conduct of all subordinate officers ; and
he may for a period not exceeding seven days, suspend
and, with the consent of the appointing power, for cause

remove any officer over whose appointment he, or his

predecessor has, in accordance with the provisions of this

charter, exercised the power of nomination. He may call

special meetings of the city council, or either branch
thereof, when in his opinion the interests of the city

require it, by causing notice to be left at the usual place

of residence of each meml)er of the branch to be con-

vened. He may, from lime to time, communicate to the

city council, or either branch thereof, such information,

and recommend such measures, as the business and inter-

ests of the city may in his opinion require. He shall,

when present, preside over the board of aldermen and
Toimve control ovcr thc city couucil whcu in joint convention. He shall

tii'ep''once"°"
°^ at all times have the control and direction of the police

'^'"^''-
force, subject only to the ordinances of the city. His
salary shall be fixed by the city council, but shall not

exceed the sum of eight hundred dollars, and shall be
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payable at stated periods, but shall not be increased or

diminished during the year for which he is elected. He
shall receive no other compensation.

Section 12. Every ordinance, order, resolution or

vote to which the concurrence of the board of aldermen
and of the common council of said city may be necessary

(except on a question of a convention of the two
branches, or the election of an officer), and every order

of either branch of the city council, involving an expend-
iture of money, shall be presented to the mayor of the

city. If he approve thereof, he shall signify his approval

by signing the same, but if he does not approve thereof,

he shall return the ordinance, order, resohition or vote,

with his objections in writing, to the branch of the city

council in which it originated. Such branch shall enter

the objections of the mayor, at large, on its records, and
shall proceed to reconsider such ordinance, order, resolu-

tion or vote ; and if, after such reconsideration, two-thirds

of the branch present and voting, notwithstanding such

objections, agree to pass such ordinance, order, resolu-

tion or vote, it shall, together Avith the objections of the

mayor, be sent to the other branch of the city council

(if it originally required conciUTcnt action), where it

shall also be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds

of the number present and voting, it shall be in force ;

but in all cases the vote shall be determined by yeas and
nays ; and if such ordinance, order, resolution or vote is

not returned by the mayor within ten days after it has

been presented to him, the same shall be in force : jwo-

vtded, that if any ordinance, order, resolution or vote

embraces distinct subjects the mayor may approve of the

provisions relating to one or more of the subjects, and
not approve of the other provisions, and so much of the

same as the mayor may not approve of shall be reconsid-

ered as above provided.

Section 13. The executive power of said city, with Executive

all the powers heretofore vested by special statute in the

selectmen of the town of Northampton, and in the

selectriien of towns by the laws of the Commonwealth,
except as provided in this act, shall be vested in and ex-

ercised by the mayor and aldermen as fully as if the same
were herein specifically enumerated. The mayor and
aldermen shall have full and exclusive power to appoint

a constable or constables, a city marshal or chief of

power to be
vested in the
maj-or and
aldermen.
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jiolice, with all the powers and duties of a constable, and
all other police and su1)ordinate officers whose election is

not herein provided for, and the same to remove at

pleasure ; and they may require any person who may be

appointed a constable, city marshal or chief of police of

the city, to give bonds for the faithful discharge of the

duties of the office, with such security and to such an
amount as they may deem reasonable and proper, upon
which bonds the like proceedings and remedies may be

had as are by law provided in case of constables' bonds
taken by selectmen of towns. The compensation of the

police and other subordinate officers not otherwise pro-

vided for shall be fixed by concurrent vote of the city

council. The city council shall have the care and super-

intendence of the city buildings, and the custody and
management of all city property, with power to let Avhat

may l)e legally let, and to sell, purchase or hire property,

real or personal, in the name and for the use of the city,

whenever the interests or convenience of the city may in

their judgment require it ; and they shall, as often as

once a year, cause to be published for the use of the

inhabitants, a particular account of the receipts and ex-

penditures, and a schedule of city property and of the

city debt.

Section 14. In all cases in which appointments are

directed to be made by the mayor and aldermen, the

mayor shall have the exclusive power of nomination,

which nomination shall be subject, however, to confirma-

tion or rejection by the board of aldermen ; and no mem-
ber of the city council shall be eligible, during the term
for which he is elected, by appointment or election, to

any office, the salary of which is payable out of the city

treasury. All sessions of the city council and common
council shall be public.

Section 15. The city council shall annually, as soon

after its organization as may be convenient, elect by the

concurrent ballot of both branches of the city council, a

collector of taxes, and may elect a superintendent or sup-

erintendents of streets and highways, a city physician, a

city solicitor, a city auditor and an agent to represent the

city in the meetings of the Massachusetts Central Rail-

road Company, who shall be legal voters and hold their

respective offices for the term of one year from the first

Monday of March then next ensuing, and until their sue-

I
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cGSSors shall be elected and qualified : provided, hoicever,

that any of the officers named in this section may be

removed at any time by the city council for sufficient

canse. Vacancies occurring in the above-named offices

may be filled by concurrent ballot at any time. The com- comppusation

pcnsation of the officers mentioned in this section shall be concurreiuvute.

fixed by concurrent vote of the city council.

Section 16. The city clerk and the city treasurer oity cicrk- and

shall hold office for the municipal year next following
'^''^^

*^''''"'"''"•

their election and nntil their respective successors are

elected and qualified. Any vacancy occurring in either vacanciea.

of the said oifices may be filled for the remainder of the

term by concurrent ballot of the city council. The said

officers shall receive such con.pensation as the city council

shall determine.

Section 17. The city clerk shall also be clei'k of the city cierk to be

board of aldermen, and of the city council when in con- men^°„(iofcity

vention, and shall be sworn to the faithful performance of venuou.'"
'^°"

his duties. He shall perform such duties as shall be pre-

scril)ed by the board of aldermen, and he shall perform
all the duties and exercise all the powers incnmhent by
law upon him. He shall deliver to his successor in office,

as soon as chosen and qualified, all the records, journals,

documents, papers and property held by him in his said

capacity. In case of the temporary absence of the city

clerk, the mayor, by and with the advice and consent of

the board of aldermen, may appoint a city clerk jpro iem-

j)ore.

Section 18. The city conncil may establish a fire de- FJre department

partment for said city, to consist of a chief engineer, and irshecL*

''

of as many assistant engineers, enginemen, hosemen, hook
and ladder men and assistants as the city council, by
ordinance, shall from time to time prescribe ; and f-aid

city conncil shall have authority to fix the time of their

appointment and the term of their service, to define their

offices and duties, and in general to make such regulations

concerning the pay, conduct and government of such de-

partment, the management of fires, and the conduct ot

persons attending fiies, as they may deem expedient, and
may affix such penalties for any violation of such regula-

tions as are provided for the breach of the ordinances of

said city. The appointment of all the officers and mem-
bers of such department shall be vested in the mayor and
aldermen exclusively, who shall also have authority to
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remove from office any officer or member, for cause, at

their discretion. The engineers so appointed shall be the

firewards of the city, but the mayor and aldermen may
appoint additional tirewards. The compensation of the

members of the fire department shall be fixed by concur-

rent vote of the city council.

Section 19. The city council msiy establish fire limits

within said city, and may from time to time change the

same ; and may by ordinance regulate the construction and
location of all buildings erected within said fire limits,

and the size and material of which they shall be con-

structed, and may make such other rules and regulations

as shall tend to insure the same from damage by fire : ^)ro-

vided, that such rules and regulations shall not be incon-

sistent with the laws of this Commonwealth.
Section 20. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon after its organization as may be conven-
ient, elect by concurrent ballot three persons, legal voters

of said city, to be assessors of taxes in said city, to serve

one for three years, one for two 3'cars, and one for one

year from the first Monday of March then next ensuing,

and until their respective successors are elected and quali-

fied ; and thereafter the city council shall annually in the

month of February elect in the same manner one person,

a legal voter in said city to serve for the term of three

years from the first Monday of March then next ensuing,

and until his successor shall be electeiJ and qualified. The
persons so elected shall constitute the board of assessors,

and shall exercise the powers and be subject to the duties

and liabilities of assessors in towns. Any vacancy occur-

ring in said board may be filled by concurrent vote

of the city council at any time, and the member so elected

shall hold office only for the unexpired term of the mem-
ber who has ceased to hold office. All taxes shall be as-

sessed, apportioned and collected in the manner prescribed

by law. The compensation of the assessors shall be fixed

by concurrent vote of the city council.

Section 21. The city council first elected under this

act may, as soon after its organization as may be conven-

ient, elect by concurrent ballot one legal voter from each

ward to be assistant assessor, to serve one year from the

first Monday of March then next ensuing, and until his

successor is elected and qualified ; and thereafter the city

council shall annually in the month of February elect in
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the same manner one legal voter from each ward to be
assistant assessor for one year from the first Monday of

March then next ensuing, and until his successor is

elected and qualified. Said assistant assessors shall

furnish the assessors with all necessary information rela-

tive to persons or property taxable in their respective

wards ; and they shall be sworn to the faithful perform-
ance of their duty. Any vacancy occurring in the num-
ber of assistant assessors may be filled by concurrent bal-

lot of the city council at any time. The compensation of

the assistant assessors shall be fixed by concurrent vote of

the city council.

Section 22. The school committee shall consist of schooi commit

the mayor of said city, ex officio, and nine other persons, '''''•

inhalutants thereof, who shall be elected by the qualified

voters of the city at large, voting in their respective

wards. At the first election held under this act, there

shall be elected three members of said committee, one
each from the inhabitants of wards one and three, and one
from the inhabitants of the city at large, to serve for the

term of three years, commencing on tbe first JVIonday of

January nextrensuing ; one each fiom the inhabitants of

wards two, four and six, to serve for the term of two
years, commencing on the first Monday of January next
ensuing; and one each from the inhabitants of wards five

and seven, and one from the inhabitants of the city at

large, to serve for the term of one year, commencing on
the first Monday of January next ensuing ; and at each
subsequent election there shall be elected in the same
manner as their predecessors three members of the school

committee, to hold oifice for the term of three years as

successors of those whose term of office expires at the

expiration of the then current municipal year. The mem- Members to

bers of the school committee shall serve without compen-
sation. The mayor shall be ex officio chairman of the

board, and shall have a casting vote, but the committee
may elect from their own number a chairman, who shall pre-

side in the absence of the mayor. The school committee
shall aimually appoint a secretary who shall be under the

direction and control of said committee, and may annually
appoint, but not from their own number, a superintendent

of the schools ; and the compensation of such secretary

and superintendent shall be fixed by concurrent vote of

the city council ; and the school committee may remove

serve without
compeiisatiun.
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for sufficient cause such secretary or superintendent.
Any vacancy occuning in the board may be filled by the
joint ballot of the city council and school committee in

convention at any time, and the member so elected shall

hold office for the unexpired term of the member who has
ceased to hold office.

Section 23. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon as may be convenient after its organiza-

tion, elect by concurrent ballot six persons, legal voters

of said city, to be water commissioners, to serve two for

three years, two for two years, and two for one year from
the first Monday of March then next ensuing, and until

their respective successors are elected and qualified ; and
thereafter the city council shall annually in the month of
February elect in the same manner two persons, legal

voters of said city, to serve on said board for the term
of three years from the first Monday of March next
ensuing, and until their respective successors are elected

and qualified. Said commissioners shall annually appoint
a clei-k, to be under the direction and control of said

commissioners, and may appoint, but not from their own
number, a superintendent ; said commissioners may re-

move, for sufficient cause, such clerk or superintendent.

The compensation of such clerk and superintendent shall

be fixed by the city council. ' Any vacancy occurring in

said board may be filled by concurrent ballot of the city

council. The city council may at any time remove any
member of said board. The members of said board shall

serve without compensation.
Section 24. The cit}^ council first elected under this

act may, as soon as may be convenient after its organiza-

tion, elect, by concurrent ballot, three persons, legal voters

of said city, to constitute the board of public works ; to

serve one for three years, one for two years, and one
for one year from the first Monday of March then next
ensuing, and until their respective successors are elected

and qualified ; and thereafter the city council shall

annually in the month of February elect in the same man-
ner one person, a legal voter of said city, to serve on
said board for the term of three years from the first Mon-
day of March then next ensuing, and until his successor

shall be elected and qualified. Any vacancy occurring in

said board, may he filled by concurrent ballot of the city

council at any time. Said board shall hold hearings,
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investigate and rei)oi't on all matters referred to it by the

city council or mayor and aldermen, relating to the lay-

ing out, altering, widening, discontinuing, change of

grade, or repairing of the streets of said city ; also re-

lating to the laying out, establishing, change of grade,

constructing, altering, paving or repaving and repairing

of sidewalks therein ; and also relating to the laying out,

maintenance, construction, altering or repairing of sewers

and drains therein. Said board shall also perform such

further duties relative to streets, bridges, sidewalks,

sewers, drains or other public works, parks, squares and

public places, including the estimation of damages and

betterments as the city council shall, by ordinance or

order, from time to time prescribe and direct. Any
member of said board may at any time be removed by

the city council for cause. The members of said board

shall serve without compensation.

Section 25. The city council first elected under this Overseers of the

act shall, as soon after its organization as may be con-
^°°''

venient, elect, by concurrent ballot, three persons, legal

voters of said city, to be overseers of the poor in said

city, to serve one for three years, one for two years, and

one for one year from the Hrst Monday of March then

next ensuing and until their respective successors are

elected and qualified ; and thereafter the city council

shall annually, in the month of February, elect in the

same manner one person, a legal voter of said city, to

serve for the term of three years from the first Monday
of INIarch then next ensuing, and until his successor shall

be elected and qualified. The persons so elected shall,

with the mayor and president of the common council,

constitute the board of the overseers of the poor. The
mayor shall be ex officio chairman of the boai'd. Any
vacancy occurring in said board mny lie filled by concur-

rent ballot of the city council at any time. The city

council may at any time remove any elective member of

said board. The compensation of overseers of the poor compensation

shall be fixed by concurrent vote of the city council. concuSvote
Not more than one of the elective members of said board of city council.

shall be originally elected from any one ward, and no

member of said board shall afterwards be elected from

any ward, a legal voter of which ward is at the time of

such election an elective member of said board.
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Section 2C. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon after its organization as may be con-
venient, elect by conciu-rent ballot six persons, all resi-

dents of said city, who with the mayor of said city, shall

constitute the board of almoners of said city under the

provisions of the Whiting Street will, two of whom shall

be elected to serve for three years, two for two years,

and two for one year from the first Monday of March
then next ensuing, and until their respective successors

are elected and qualified ; and thereafter the city council

shall annually in the month of February elect in the same
manner two persons to serve as members of said Ijoard

for the term of three years from the first Monday of

March then next ensuing, and until their respective suc-

cessors shall be elected and qualified. The mayor shall

be ex officio chairman of said board and shall have a cast-

ing vote. Any vacancies occurring in said board may
be filled hy concurrent ballot of the city council at any
time. The members of said board shall serve without
compensation.

Section 27. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon as may be convenient after its organiza-

tion, elect by concurrent ballot three persons, legal

voters of said city, to constitute a board of health, to

serve one for three years, one for two ^^ears, and one for

one year from the first Monday of March then next ensu-
ing, and until their respective successors are elected and
qualified ; and thereafter the city council shall annually

in the month of February elect in the same manner one
person, a legal voter of said city, to serve as a member
of said board for the terra of three years from the first

Monday of March then next ensuing, and until his suc-

cessor shall be elected and qualified. Elections shall be

so made that one member, at least, of said l)oard shall be
a physician. Any vacancy occurring in said board may
be filled by concurrent ballot of the city council at any
time. The city council may, at any time, remove any
member of said board. The members of said board
shall serve without compensation.

Section 28. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon as may be convenient after its organiza-

tion, elect by concurrent ballot nine persons, legal voters

of said city, to constitute a library committee, who shall

have the supervision, management and care of the public
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library of said city. Said committee shall be elected to

serve three for three years, thi-ee for two years, and three

for one year from the first Monday of March then next

ensuing^, and until their respective successors shall he

elected and qualified ; and thereafter the cit}^ council shall

annually in the month of February elect in the same
manner three persons, legal voters of said city, to serve

for three years from the first Monday of March then next

ensuinof, and until their respective successors are elected

and qualified. Said committee shall annually appoint,

but not from their own number, one or more librarians,

to be under the direction and control of said committee,

and may for sufficient cause remove such librarians. The
compensation of such librarians shall be fixed by the city

council. Any vacancy occurring in said committee may
be filled by concurrent ballot of the city council at any
time. The city council may, at any time, remove any
member of said committee. The three trustees of the

will of Charles E. Forbes shall be members ex officio of

the library committee. The members of said library

conmiittee shall serve without compensation.

Section 29. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon after its organization as may be con-

venient, elect by concurrent ballot a trust-fund committee,

consisting of three persons, legal voters of said city, to

serve one for one 3'ear, one for two years, and one for

three years from the first Monday of March then ensuing,

and until their respective successors shall be elected and
qualified ; and thereafter the city council shall anmially

in tile month of February elect b}^ concurrent ballot one

person, a legal voter of said city, to serve as a member
of said committee for three years from the first Monday
of March then next ensuing, and until his successor shall

be elected and qualified. Said committee shall have

charge of the investment and management of the trust

funds and trust property held by said city, and not here-

inbefore mentioned. Any member of said committee
may be removed from office by the city council at any
time. Any vacancy occurring in said board may be filled

at any time by concurrent ballot of the city council.

The members of said committee shall serve without com-
pensation.

Section 30. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon after its organization as may be con-
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venient, elect by concurrent ballot a board of three per-

sons, legal voters of said city, to be commissioners of the

sinking fnnds of said city, one of Avhom shall he elected

to serve for one year, one for two years, and one for

three years from the tirst Monday of March then next
ensuing, and until their respective successors are elected

and qualified; and annually thereafter in the month of

February the city council shall elect one person, a legal

voter of said city, as a member of said committee to

serve for three years from the first Monday of March
then next ensuing, and until his successor shall be elected

and qualified. Any member of said board may be re-

moved for sufficient cause, and au}^ vacancy occurring in

said l)oard may be filled at any time by concurrent vote

of the city council. The members of said board shall

serve without compensation.
Section 31. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon after its organization as may be con-

venient, elect by concurrent ballot six persons, legal

voters of said city, to constitute a cemetery connnittee,

to serve two for one year, two for two years, and two for

three years from the first Monday of March then next

ensuing, and until their respective successors shall be

elected and qualified ; and thereafter the city council

shall annually in the month of February elect l)y concur-

rent ballot two persons, legal voters of said city, to serve

on said committee for three years from the first Monday
of March then next ensuing, and until their respective

successors shall be elected and qualified. The said com-
mittee shall have charofc and control of the cemeteries and
burial places of said cit3^ Any meml)er may, at any
time, be removed from office by the city council. Any
vacancy occurring in said board may be filled at any time

by concurrent ballot of the city council. The members
of said committee shall serve without compensation.

Section 82. The city council first elected under this

act shall, as soon after its organization as may be con-

venient, elect hy concurrent ballot six persons, legal

voters of said city, to be a city improvement committee,

to serve two for one year, two for two years, and two for

three years from the first Monday of March then next

ensuing, and until their respective successors shall be

elected and qualified ; and thereafter annually in the

mouth of February the city council shall elect in the



1883.— Chapter 250. 551

same manner two persons, legal voters of said city, to

serve for three years from the tirst Monday of March then

next ensuing, and until their respective successors are

elected and qualiHed. The said committee shall have the

care, superintendence and management of the public

grounds belonging to said city, and also of all the shade

and ornamental trees standing and growing in or upon
any of the public streets and highways of said city, but

subject, nevertheless, at all times to the control of the

city council by ordinance or otherwise. Any member
of said committee may be removed for cause by the city

council at any time. Any vacancy occurring in said com-
mittee may be filled at any time by concurrent ballot of

the city council. The members of said board shall serve

without compensation.
Section 33. Ko money shall be paid from the city

treasury unless granted or appropriated by the city

council, and said city council shall require all officers

entrusted with the receipt, custody or disbursement of

money to give bonds with sufiicient penalties and sureties

for the faithful performance of their duties.

Section 34. The city council shall have exclusive

authority and power to lay out any new street, highway
or town way, and to estimate the damages any individual

may sustain thereby ; but all questions relating to the

subject of laying out, accepting, altering or discontinuing

any street or way shall first be acted upon by the mayor
and aldermen ; and any person dissatisfied with the deci-

sion of the city council in the estimate of damages, may
make complaint to the superior court or the county com-
missioners for the county of Hampshire, in term time or
vacation, withiii one year after such decision, whereupon
the same proceedings shall be had as are now provided
by law in cases where persons are aggrieved by the assess-

ment of damages by selectmen.

Section 35. All elections of officers who are voted
for by the people, shall be held at meetings of the citi-

zens (qualified to vote at such elections in their respective

wards.

Section 36. Prior to every election, the mayor and
aldermen shall make out lists of all the citizens of each
ward qualified to vote in such election, in the manner pro-

vided by law ; and, for that purpose they shall have full

access to the assessors' books and lists, and may call upon
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any of the city officers for assistance ; and they shall

deliver the lists so prepared and corrected to the clerks of
the several wards, to be used at such election.

Sectiox 37. General meetings of the citizens qualified

to vote, may, from time to time, be held according to the

rights secured to the people by the constitution of this

Commonwealth ; and such meetings may, and upon the

request in writing of fifty qualified voters, setting forth

the purposes thereof, shall, be duly warned by the mayor
and aldermen.

Section 38. The mayor and aldermen may, when no
convenient ward room for holdintj the raeetiDg: of the

citizens of any ward can be had within the territorial

limits of such ward, direct in the warrant for calling such
ward meeting that the same be held in some convenient

place in an adjacent ward of said city, and for such pur-

pose the place so assigned for the meeting of the citizens

of any such ward shall be deemed a part of such ward.
Section 39. All by-laws and regulations in force in

the town of Northampton shall remain in force until they

shall expire by their own limitation, or be revised or re-

pealed by the city council ; and all fines and forfeitures

lor the breach of any by-law or ordinance shall be paid

into the city treasury, and any complaint for any violation

there(jf may be made by the mayor, city clerk, city

treasurer, city marshal, or chief of police.

Section 40. The said city council may cause the

streets, lanes and avenues of said city to be lighted, and
for that purpose may erect posts, construct lamps and
electric light or other circuits, lay gas pipes or other

apparatus in said streets, lanes and avenues, and do such

other things as may be necessary to carry into effect such

purpose.

Section 41. All general laws in force in the said town
when this act shall be accepted as hereinafter provided,

and all special laws then in force in said town or in a fire

district thereof, shall continue in force in said city so far

as the same are consistent with this act.

Section 42. The passage of this act shall not affect

any right, accruing or accrued, or any suit, prosecution,

or other legal proceeding pending at the time when this

act shall go into operation, and no penalty or forfeiture

previously incurred shall be affected hereby. All per-

sons holdins: office in said town at the time this act shall
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take effect, shall continue to hold the same notwithstand-

ing the passage hereof, until the organization of the city

government hereby authorized shall be cliccted, and until

the successors of such olficers shall be respectively elected

and qualified.

Section 43. For the purpose of organizing the

government hereby authorized, and of putting the same
in operation, the selectmen of said town for the time be-

ing, shall issue their warrants at least seven days previous

to the first Tuesday of December next after the accept-

ance of this act, calling a meeting of the legal voters of

each ward on such first Tuesday of December at such
place and hour as they may deem expedient, for the pur-

pose of electing a warden, clerk and inspectors for each
w^ard, and all other officers w^iose election is provided for

in this act; and the transcripts of the records in each

ward, specifying the votes given for the several officers

aforesaid, certified by the warden and clerk of the ward
at such meeting, shall be returned to said selectmen,

whose duty it shall be to examine and compare the said

records and give notice of the result in the manner before

])rovided, to the several persons elected. A list of the

legal voters in each ward, prepared and C(jriected by the

selectmen for the time being, shall be delivered to the

clerk of each ward, when elected, to be used at such
meeting as hereinbefore provided. The selectmen shall

appoint a time and place for the fiist meeting of the

members of the city council first elected under this act,

and shall notify each member thereof by written notice

left at his place of residence. The city council shall

immediately after its organization carry into effect the

provisions of this act.

Section 44. This act shall take effect upon its accept-

ance by a majority of the legal voters of said town present

and voting thereon, at a meeting duly called for that pur-

pose, within two years from the passage of this act. At
such meeting the vote shall be taken by ballot and the

polls shall be kept open not less than six hours, and the

check lists shall be used. If at any meeting called for

the purpose this act shall fail to be accepted by a majority

of the legal voters of said town, the act shall not be again

submitted for acceptance to the legal voters of said town
within four months of the date of such prior meeting.

It is however provided, that a meeting may be called for
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the purpose of submitting the question of the acceptance

of this act to the legal voters of said town at any time after

the passage hereof. Aj^proved June 23, 1883.

Ohap.^Sl. Ax Act to sf.cure better provisions for escape from hotels
AMU CERTAIN OTHER BUILDINGS, IN CASE OF FIRE.
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Be it enacted, etc., as folloios

:

Section 1. Every keeper of a hotel, boarding or

lodging liouse containing one hundred or more rooms, and
l^eing four or more stories high, shall have therein at

hast two competent watchmen, each properly assigned,

and each on duty between the hours of nine o'chjck in the

afternoon and six o'clock in the forenoon. And every
keeper of a hotel, boarding or lodging house containing

filty or more, but less than one hundred rooms, and being

three stories high, shall have between said hcjurs at least

Halls and stair- oiic compcteut watchmau on duty therein. And in all

such hotels or lodging houses as are mentioned in this

section, the halls and stnirvvays shall be properly lighted

at night, and at the head and foot of each flight of stairs

shall be kept during the night a red light ; and one or

more proper alarms, or gongs, capal)le of being heard
throughout the house, shall always remain easy of access

and ready for use in each of said buildings, to give notice

to the inmates in case of fire ; and every kee[)er of such
hotel, boarding or lodging house, shall keep posted in a

conspicuous place in every sleeping-room a notice descrip-

tive of such means of escape.

Section 2. Hotels used and occupied as public houses,

for the reception and entertainment of guests, boarding

or lodofins: houses and school buildin<j3, beins^ three or

nioie stories hio;h, and accommodating or havinj]^ the

means of accommodating thirty or more persons, also

factories, w'orkshops, and manufacturing e^ta1)lishments

ot said height, in which forty or mi>re persons are em-
ployed, shall be supplied inside thereof with proper and
sufficient means or appliances for escape, in case of tire,

or apparatus for that purpose properly constructed upou
the outside thereof, connected through doors or windows

;

all such fire escapes shall ]>e kept in good order and free

from obstructions, and shall be approved by the inspector

of factories and public buildings, or iu the city of Boston
by the inspector of buildings.

Fire escapes.


