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upon the sum to be paid on such policy in case of the

death of such colored person insured, nor insert in the

policy any condition, nor make any stipulation, whereby

such person insured shall bind himself or his heirs, exec-

utors, administrators and assigns to accept any sum less

than the full value or amount of such policy in case of a

claim accruing thereon by reason of the death of such

person insured, other than such as are imposed upon

white persons in similar cases ; and any such stipulation

or condition so made or inserted shall be void.

Section 2. Anv such company which shall refuse the certificate to be
,. • r- 1 1 T c • given by exam-

application of any such colored person tor insurance upon ining physician,

such person's life, shall furnish such person with the cer- uon foTi^nsur'

tificate of some regular examining physician of such com- ance is refused.

pany who has made examination of such person stating

that such person's application has been refused not because

such person is a person of color, but solely upon such

grounds of the general health and hope of longevity of

such person as would be applicable to white persons of

the same age and sex.

Section 3. Any corporation or the ofBcer or agent Penalty

of any corporation violating any of the provisions of this

act, either by demanding or receiving from such colored

person such different or greater premium, or by allowing

any discount or rebate upon the premiums paid or to be

paid by white persons of the same age, sex, general con-

dition of health and hope of longevity, or by making or

requiring any rebate, diminution or discount upon the

sum to be paid upon a policy in case of the death of

such Qolored person insured, or by failing to furnish

the certificate required by section second, shall for each

offence forfeit a sura not exceeding one hundred dollars.

Approved May 13, 1884.

An Act to provide for composition with creditors in Oh(ip.2SQ
INSOLVENCY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Instead of proceeding as required by ex- composition in

isting laws relating to insolvency, an insolvent debtor may '"^^''^"''y-

proceed for a discharge from his debts in the manner and

on the terms and conditions herein prescribed.

Section 2. At any time after the filing of the petition After petition is

by or against the debtor, and the schedules required by aglinstthe

law, which schedules shall include the name and full post Jroposarfo"""
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office address of every known creditor and a brief descrip-

tion of all the debts, the debtor may file a written proposal

for composition with his creditors, setting forth the

amount of the proposed dividend, which shall be payable

only in money, the time or times when the same shall be
payable, and the security to be given for such payments
60 far as deferred. No such proposal shall be considered

unless it conforms to these requirements, nor unless it

provides for payment in full of all debts and charges en-

titled by law to priority.

Section 3. If the allegations of the debtor's petition

appear to be true, or if a warrant has been issued thereon,

the court, upon filing of the proposal for composition, may
stay or suspend any process or proceeding which would
otherwise be required by law, and may make such orders

relating thereto, or to the custody of the debtor's estate,

as justice and the interests of the creditors may require ;

and shall order a hearing on such proposal as early as may
be, of which the register shall send notice by mail post

paid to all known creditors not less than seven days be-

fore the day appointed therefor, stating the substance of

the proposal.

Section 4. All books of account and papers of the

debtor relating to his estate shall until the final hearing on

confirmation of the composition be open at all reasonable

times to examination by any creditor or his agent, and the

court may enforce production thereof; and during such

period the debtor or any other person may be examined
i)y the court or by any creditor in the manner and under

the circumstances prescribed by section seventy of chapter

one hundred fifty-seven of the Public Statutes.

Section 5. The provisions of sections twenty-six to

thirty-one inclusive, and sections thirty-three to thirty-

nine inclusive, of said chapter, concerning debts and proof

of claims, shall apply to and be of force in composition

proceedings so far as they can be applied thereto ; and

in such proceedings, if no warrant has issued in the case,

reference shall be had to the time of the issue of notice of

the proposal instead of the first publication of notice of

issuing the warrant, and to the time of the adjourned

hearing on confirmation of the composition instead of the

making of the first dividend. But no assent, power of

attorney or proxy, executed before the first hearing, shall

be valid or of any force in the composition proceedings,
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nor shall the proceedings be stayed or suspended on ac-

count of an appeal from the allowance or rejection of a

claim.

Section 6. The debtor shall be present at the hearing Debtoi toibe

and may then be examined by the court or by any creditor hearing imd may

touching his estate or his dealings therein, and all perti-
^''®^^"""*= •

nent evidence may be offered. At any time before the

hearing is closed the debtor may tile any modification of

his proposal more favorable to the creditors but not other-

wise, and such modified proposal shall thereafter be con-

sidered the proposal.

Section 7. The hearing shall then be adjourned not Hearing to bo1-1 o iij adjournen.

less than seven days and notice thereof sent to all cred-

itors as before provided ; and if at or before such adjourn- written assent

ment the debtor shall file in court the written assent of a bemed'b°/the

majority in number and value of all his known creditors to 'Jebtor.

the proposal, if the same be for payment of not less than

fifty per centum to the general creditors, or if less than

fifty per centum, of three-fourths in number and value of

such creditors, the court shall proceed at the hearing, or

at a farther adjournment thereof, to determine whether

the composition shall be confirmed, and any creditor may
be heard thereon. Any matters which would prevent or

avoid a discharge in insolvency by existing laws may be

considered in ascertaining the expediency of confirming the

same, but not as an absolute bar thereto. If the only objec-

tion thereto relates to the security for deferred payments,

other or farther security may then be offered.

Section 8. In computing the proportion of creditors computation of

whose assent is necessary, all debts set out in the debtor's creditors°who8e

schedule of creditors shall be taken as existing for the ga^y^tVdrs!''^^'

amounts and to the extent that they would be provable in charge.

insolvency, except so far as varied by the proof thereof or

on hearing ; but the assent of no creditor shall be counted

unless and until he has proved his claim. Claims which

remain unliquidated at the close of the adjourned hearing

shall not be counted unless justice is found to require it.

No claim entitled to priority shall be counted, nor shall

any creditor whose claim is less than fifty dollars in amount
be counted in number.

Section 9. If the composition appears to have been ifcomposition

duly assented to, and to be consistent with justice and for counrfilii
°'

the interests of the creditors, the court shall order the confime^.^^

same to be confirmed ; and bv the same order shall limit
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the time within which all moneys for cash payments and
all vouchers and securities for deferred payments shall be

deposited in court; and upon such deposit within the time

so limited therefor, the court shall grant to the debtor a

certificate of discharge from his debts, which shall be as

nearly as may be in the same form and which shall have

the same force and effect as though obtained by the other

proceedings in insolvency prescribed by existing laws

:

provided, however, that tho same shall not be annulled for

any cause which was brought to the notice of the court on
the hearing for confirmation, or which was then known to

the creditor applying to have the same annulled ; 2i\\A pro-

vided further , that the same shall not bar the debt of any
creditor whose name was fraudulently and wilfully omitted

from the debtor's schedule of creditors. But the debt of

any creditor omitted therefrom only through mistake, or

want of knowledge, shall be barred, and he shall be enti-

tled to and ma}' recover against the debtor the amount of

the dividend to which he would have been entitled in the

composition proceedings.

Section 10. Upon the granting of the discharge, the

moneys, vouchers and securities deposited in couit shall

be paid and delivered by the register on demand to the

persons entitled thereto, and all other property of the debtor

shall revert to and be revested in him ; and the court may
order any necessary or proper release or reconveyance

thereof by any assignee or trustee to whom the same may
have been assigned or conveyed.

Section 11. If the money for the cash payments and
the vouchers and securities for deferred payments are not

deposited in court within the time limited by the order of

confirmation, the case shall proceed in insolvency ; and in

such event the register shall deliver to the assignee all

moneys and securities which are the property of the

debtor which shall have been deposited in court ; and all

other securities and vouchers which shall have been so de-

posited shall be returned by the register to the persons

who furnished or deposited the same or be otherwise

disposed of as justice may require. In such case the stay

or suspension of other proceedings by reason of the at-

tempted composition shall not work any forfeiture or

affect any rights, but the period of suspension shall be ex-

cluded in computing other periods of time prescribed by
the laws relating to insolvency.
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Section 12. The court, except as herein otherwise court may aiiow

, ' t t n ii«j.i J amendments
expressly provided, may allow all just and proper amend- and make aii

ments and make all proper orders, in the course of the Proper orders.

proceedings or thereafter, necessary to carry the same

into full effect according to the terms and intent of this

act, and may enforce all such orders, summarily or other-

wise as justice may require, by any appropriate process.

Section 13. If an insolvent debtor shall knowingly penalty on

place upon his schedule of creditors any false or fictitious forVfcing^

debt with intent to deceive or defraud his creditors, or in Upon^JiheduL,

case of any person having to his knowledge proved or at- ^tc.

tempted to prove a false or fictitious debt against his es-

tate, shall fail to disclose the same to the court forthwith

upon notice or knowledge thereof, or shall make any pay-

ment or give or promise any advantage to any creditor

with intent thereby to procure his assent to a composition,

he shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison

not exceeding five years or in the jail not exceeding two
years.

Section 14. If any creditor of an insolvent debtor Penalty on

shall knowingly prove any false or fictitious debt against proving ficti-

his estate, or shall receive or procure or attempt to pro-
"°"«'^^^''-

cure any payment or advantage in consideration of his as-

sent to a composition, he shall be punished by imprison-

ment in the jail not exceeding two years or by fine not

exceeding one thousand dollars.

Section 15. This act shall not apply to corporations. Not to apply to

Section 16. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
*=°'"p°''^''°"^-

Approved May 13, 1884.

An Act in relation to assessments for public improvements (J]iaj).2i^^

Be. it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. All assessments on account of betterments Assessments to

and other public improvements which are a lien upon real

estate shall bear interest from the thirtieth day after assess-

ment, until paid.

Section 2. In case of any suit or other proceeding in case of suit, a
IT • ,• ,1 TTi. i. c u lien to continue

calling in question the validity or amount ot such assess- for one year

ment, the assessment shall continue to be a lien for one me"t.^°*'
^'^*^^'

year after final judgment in such suit or proceeding,

and may, with all costs and interest, be collected by vir-

tue of such lien in the same manner as provided for the

original assessment.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 15, 1884.


